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PRETFACE.

TIIE following work was originally intended to form part of Dr. Van
Doren’s “ Suggestive and Homiletic Commentary on the Old and

New Testaments;”

and consequently to be accompanied with critical notes
similar to those in the Author’s Commentary on the Tpistle to the
Romans, already published in conuection with that series. That under-
taking, however, having been given up by Dr. Van Doren, it was
proposed to the writer by the Editors of the  Homiletical Commentary
on the Books of the Old and New Testaments” to reconstruct and adapt
his work, so that it might be admitted as part of their series. The
object of the Editors of the ¢ Homiletical Commentary,” however, was
rather to aid in the use of existing commentaries than to produce a new
one, intending their series 'to contain as little as possible of what might
be found in other expositions. The writer is deeply conscious of the
many imperfections adhering to his work; he has, however, made it his
endeavour, as far as he was able, to carry out the object of the Editors;
and, at the same time, to prepare an expository and homiletical work on
what is acknowledged to be one of the most difficult books of the Bible,
which may, by the Divine blessing, be useful both to ordinary readers of
the Word and to those who have to minister to others.

In the preparation of his work the Author has availed himself of all
the critical and practical aids within his reach, in order that it might
exlibit the results of the studies of the most eminent Biblical scholars

and expositors of the Word up to the present time. He is sorry that,



v,
owing to the change of plan, he 1s not able to present to the student
the views and opinions of others on the various loci difficiles of the book,
as he had done in his Commentary on the Romans. If he has thus
appeared in any place to adopt sentiments which lave been expressed by
living writers before him, withont mentioning their names, he takes this
opportunity of expressing his obligations and of soliciting their kindly
condonance. In conuection with the first two chapters, he was especiaily
pleased with remarks found in some papers of the “Homilist” on the Book
of Job, probably from the pen of the accomplished editor, Dr. Thomas.
Those who are best acquainted with the nature of the Book of Job,'
as one of the most ancient books in the world, if not itself the most
ancient, and with the difficulties connected with the origina! language of
the composition, will be most disposed to make allowance for the imper-
fections discoverable in the present work. If hie shall have succeeded in
any degree in aiding the readers of the Word in the spiritual understanding
of this frequently obscure, but most precious, portion of it, or in assisling
any in expounding it to others, the writer will have had his desire accom-
plished, and will aseribe all the praise to ﬁim “of whom, and through
whom, and to whom are all things: to whom be glory for ever and

ever. Amen.”

Morrerm,

June 19/%, 187



HOMILETIC COMMENTARY

J O B.

Introduction,

I. The General Character of the Book. One of the grandest portions of
inspired Seripture. A heaven-replenished storehouse of comfort and instruetion. The
Patriarehal Bible, and a preeious monument of primitive theology. Is to the Old Testament
what the Bpistle to the Romans is to the New. Job's history well known to early Christians
as an example of patienee (Jam. v. 11). TUnderstood by them typically and allegorieally of
Christ. Trom the second eentury the book read in the churehes in Passion Week. Stands
unique and independent among the books of the Bible. In its prose parts so simple and
casy that a ehild may understand it ; in its poetie portion, the deepest and obscurest book
in the Old Testament. Contains milk for babes and strong meat for those of full age.
Studded with passages of grandeur and beauty, tenderness and pathos, sublimity and terror.
Acknowledged to surpass in sublimity and majesty every other book in the world. In
recent times studied as a master-piece of poetry. A fountain from whieh some of the
greatest poets have drawn their inspirations. To suffering believers the sound of Faithful’s
voiee to Christian in the Valley of the Shadow of Death.

2. Author. Uncertain. TLong believed by most to be Moses. Moses well acquainted
with Egypt; “learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and mighty in words and
deeds ” (Aets vii. 22); capable of writing sublime poetry (as Ex. xv.; Deut. xxxii. and
xxxiii.); himself trained in the school of affliction (Ifeb. xi. 25); had opportunities in
Midian for obtaining the knowledge of the history and composing the poem. Parts of
the book probably in previous existence as traditional poetry, maxims, or sayings of carlier
sages (e.g. xil. 13—25; xv. 20—35). The human authorship uncertain, no doubt about
the Divine. The author of the greatest and sublimest poem in the world wnknown.—
Little matter that our names are forgotlen, if our works live. :

II. Period of Composition. Opinions divided. Two periods principally assigned.
1. That of Moses (see above); 2. That of David and Solomon. Views of scholars and
crities now more generally in favour of the latter; (1) From the style and eharacter of
the eomposition; (2) The advanced state of art and eivilization indicated; (3) The
occurrence of certain expressions; (4) The prevalence of the idea of  Wisdom ;?”
(5) The similarity of sentiment and language to those in Psalms and Proverbs, particularly
as regards the state of the dead; e.g. in Psalm Ixxxviil. and Ixxxix. (the works of Heman
and Ethan (1 Kings v. 11).

ITI. Charaeter of the Book. A true listory poctically treated. Proofs; (1) Job
. mentioned as a historical person with Noal and Daniel (Izek. xiv. 14; James v. 11;)—
(2) The localitics real, and names of persons not significant, exeept that of Job himself;
—(3) Extended fiction not aceording to the spirit of high antiquity, and espeeially to that
of the Bible. Probably the facts given substantially, though not exactly, as they occurred.
The speeches not necessarily given verbatim.



INTRODUCTION.

IV. Species of Composition, A drama, but only in a loose scuse. A didactic
narrative, for the most part in a poetic and dramatic form. The discussion of a grave and
solemn question the body of the hook. ~ The controversy carried on in poetry, the introduction
and conclusion in prose. Poetry the earliest form of composition, as best retained in memory.
Sentiments and maxims preserved in the East in a terse, proverbial, and poetic form. The
book exhibits the chief characteristic of Hebrew poetry, viz. parallelism, or the slightly
varied repetition of the same sentiment in parallel elauses. Earliest examples of it in
Gen. iv. 23 ; Jude 14. Parallelism a key to the interpretation. The poetry of Job also
strophaic,~arranged, though irregularly, in strophes or stanzas, each containing more or less
verses or connected parallel clauses. 4

Y. Genuineness and Integrity of the Book. The whole now generally
admitted to be from one and the same anthor. The three parts,—introduction, controversy,
and conclusion—intimately connected with and necessary to each other. The speeches of
Tlibu necessary as a complement to the others, and as preparatory to the address of
“Jehovah. Possibly, as in some other books of Scripture, a second inspired hand may have
completed the book as we now have it. A dislocation of some passages also possible; the
instances noted in the commentary.

VI. Canonieity and Inspiration. Universally admitted. Its inspiration not
prejudiced by our ignorance of the human author. The book apparently known by Ezckicl
six hundred years before Christ (Ezek. xiv. 14). Translated into Greek, as part of the
IIebrew Seriptures, two hundred and seventy years before Christ. Included in the Serip-
tures used and referred to by Jesus and the apostles as the inspired word of God.
Quoted twice by the apostle (Heb. xii. 5; 1 Cor. iii. 19) ; in the latter casc with the usual
form of Seripture quotation, *“It is written” Its morality and theology in harmony with
ihe other books of Scripture. Completes the canon by presenting a view of the Patriarchal
Dispensation, In the development of the history of Redemption, stands midway between
the Fall and the Crucifixion.

YII. Subject of the Book., The trial of Job; its occasion, nature, endurance,
and issuc. The trial of man as rccovered by Divine grace from Adam’s fall. Proof given
against Satan that there is such a thing as disinterested piety in the world. To afford this
prlo?f, Job visited with varied, intense, and acecumulated suffering. Keen discussion
arising out of this between Job and his three friends, as to why he is thns treated.
"The cause, according to the friends, some secret sins on the part of Job; according
to Job himself, God’s mere arbitrary will. Another reason hinted at by one of the
!hrce and maintained by a fifth speaker,—the benevolent design of sufferiug though
induced b.y sin (eh. v. 17; xxxiii. 19—380). The book, the story of an elect one in
carly‘patrlarchal days, taught by suffering to learn practically the life of faith. The
nest in which he thought to die, rifled of cverything. Job rightcous, but not yet prepared
for such a change. To be, made, by trial, a member of the pilgrim family. Job, like
Abraham, to be onc of God’s strangers in the world (Heb. xi. 13). Chastened to be made a

partaker o? God's holiness (Heb. xii. 10). Made to have rcsurrection in his expericnce
as well as in his creed.

VIIL Design of the Beok. Probably manifold. (1) To show the reality of
true religion, the nature and the power of faith. (2) To exhibit the blessedness of the
godly howew:cr assailed by-affliction. (3) To show that true picty is wisdom, the only
way to man's re.al :_md lighest welfare.  (4) To display the Providence of God in its
11‘1se1'ultablcncss, justice, and mercy. (3) To show that in the case of the righteous

be!und a frowning Providence » God “hides a smiling face.”” (6) To thiabit Ulé
cousistency hetween the truths of Revelation and the deidings of Providence. (7) To
affordzan cxample of paticice and trust in God under sorest irials, and so ‘to minister
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comfort and hope to tried believers. (8) To exhibit a child of God set to Iearn through
trials the power of his. heavenly calling,  (9) To illustrate the fact of human depravity even
in the best.  (10) To teach the final conquest over Satanand the trinmphs of rightcousuess
and peace in {he earth. (11) To exhibit a picture of man’s fall and his redemption through
faith in the Redeemer, (12) To present in Job a type of Christ, the righteous sufferer for man’s
sake. The same type exhibited in many of the Psalms, as the twenty-second and sixty-ninth.
The sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow, the central truth of Old Testament
Secriptures (1 Pet. i. 11). The testimony of Jesus the spirit of prophesy (Rev. xix. 10;
Luke xxiv. 27). This book, like the rest of the Old Testament, written that through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures we might have hope (Rom. xv. 4). Profitable, like
all inspired Seripture, for doctrine, for. reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righ-
teousness (2 Tim. iii. 16).

IX. Divisions., Three gencral divisions with many subordinate ones; viz., the intro-
duction or prologue (ch. i.ii.); the controversy, including Job’s lamentation as the oceasion
of it (iii-xlii,, 6) ; the conclusion or epilogue (xlii. 7, &e.). Two parts in the controversy —
the Controversy proper between Job and his three friends ; and the Solutlon of it, in the
speeches of Elihu and the address of Jehovah.

X. Analysis of Contents.—I. First Division: historical introduction (in prose)
(ch. i. i) (1) Job’s character, prosperity, and walk (i. 1—5). (2) Jehovah’s purpose to
prove Job by suffering (i.) through loss of property (i. 16—17; (ii.) loss of children (18;
19); (iii.) loss of health (ii. 1—8). (3) Job’s perscverance in his piety (i. 20—22; ii. 9,10.)
(4) The visit of his friends as the preparation for the confliet (ii. 11—13).

II. Seconp Division: The Controversy and its Solution (in poetry). (1) Job’s de-
sponding lament, the immediate occasion of the controversy (ch. iii). (2) The controversy
proper, in three eyeles or courses of dialogues.

First Course: Commencement of the controversy (iv.—xiv.).

First Dialogue—ZEliphaz and Job (iv.—vil.). (1) Eliphaz accuses Job and
exhorls him to repcutance (iv., v). (2) Job justifies his lament and complains of
his friends (vi., vii).

Second Dialo /ﬂc—Bxldad and Job (viii.—x.). (1) Bildad reproves Job and reminds him
of the end of wickedness (viil.). (2) Job maintains his innocence and complains of God’s
mysterious severity (ix., x.).

Third Dialogne— Zophar and Job (xi.—xiv). (1) Zophar severcly eharges Job and urges
him to repentance (xi). (2) Job attacks his friends as wanting in wisdom and justice, and
addresses himself to God, stil! maintaining his innocence, and complaining of the gencral lot of
humanity (xii.—xiv.).

Second Course : Growth of the eontroversy (xv. —xxx)

Tirst Dialogue—Eliphaz and Job (xv.—xvii). (1) Eliphaz reproves Job’s obstinacy in
maintaining his innocence, and asserts God’s righteous retribution on evil doers (xv.)
(2) Job bemoans his forlorn condition, but expresses the confident hope of a future acknow-
ledgment of his innocence (xvi., xvii.).

Second Dialogue—PBildad and Job (xviil, xix.). (1) Bildad rchukes Job as an emply
boisterous talker, and reminds him of the fate of the ungodly (xviii.) (2) Job retorts on
his friends, bewails his sufferings, but expresses confidence in God as his Redcemer and
Avenger, and warns his friends of the consequence of their uncharitableness (xix.).

Third Dialogue—TZophar and Job (xx., xxi.). (1) Zophar maintains the short-lived
prosperity and bitter end of the ungodly (xxi.). (2) Job in reply asserts their frequent
prosperity and the afflictions of the godly (xxi.).

Third Course : Tleight of the eontroversy (xxii,—xxvil.).

First Diclo Jue—]]hplmz and Job (xxii.—xxiv.), (1) Eliphaz openly accuscs Job of
great sins and warns him {o repent (xxii.), (2) Job expresses his wish that God “guld
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appear and decide the case Himself, but bemoans His withdrawal from him, recounting at the
same time similiar cases of apparent inequality of divine procedure (xxiii., xxiv.).

Second Diulogue—Bildad and Job (xxv., xxvi). (1) Bildad briefly declares God’s
greatness and purity, and man’s vileness (xxv.). (2) Job ridicules Bildad’s eommon-places,
and enlarges much more fully on God’s sovercignty and power (xxvi.).

Job alone in the field (xxvil., xxviii.). (1) Solemnly re-asserts his innocence, and
declares his joy in God, with the certain miserable end of the ungodly (xxvii.). (2) Intimates
that the wisdom which can solve the problem is only found with and through means of truc
piety (xxviii.).

The Solution of the controversy.

First Step in the Solution: Guilt cannot be the cause of those peculiar syfferings. Job's
soliloquy (xxix.—xxxi.). (1) Longing retrospect of former prosperity (xxix.). (2) Mournful
description of his present condition (xxx.). (3) Solemm. protestation of lis freedom from
open and seeret sins (xxxi.).

Second Step: dglictions of the righteous chustening and purifying. Elihw’s speech (xxxii.
—xxxvil.). (1) His introduetion by the poet, in prose (xxxii. 1—6). (2) His motive and
reasons for joining in the controversy (6—22).

His first speech (xxxiii.). (1) Invites Job’s attention to bimself as a mild judge of his
case (1—7). (2) Blames his confidence in his innocence (8—11). (3) Declares God’s
gracious dealings with men to bring them to repentance (12—30).

His second speech (xxxiv.). (1) Blames Job for doubting God’s righteousness (1—9).
(2) Maintains that righteousness, as necessary to the government of the world (10—30).
(3) Reproves Job’s sin and folly in charging God with injustice, and in calling on Him to
decide the controversy (31—37).

His third speech (xxxv.). Blames Job for thinking picty uscless toits possessor (1—S).
Gives reason for the coutinuance of sufferings (9—16).

His fourth speech (xxzvi—xxxvii.). (1) Defends the righteousncss of God' on the
ground of His benevolent object in afflieting (1—21), and of His wise and mighty opera-
tions in nature (22—37; xxxvii. 1—13). (2) Shows the lessons from these operations
(14—24).

Third Step in the Solution: Nowe may dispute against God. Jehoval’s speeches, with
Job’s confession (xxxviii., xlii. 1—6).

Jehovah’s appearance and challenge to Job (xxxviil, 1—3).

His first speech (xxxviil.—xxxix.). (1) Challenges Job to answer various qucstions
relative to ereation (£—15); to the visible universe and powers of nature (16—27); to the
wind and starry heavens (28—3S); to the preservation and propagation of wild animals
(zxxix. 1—30). (2) Conclusion of speech, with Job’s humble reply (xl. 1—5).

Jehoval’s second specch (xl. 6, &e., xli). (1) Reproves Job for doubting God’s
righteousness (xl. 7—14). (2) Points to humbling proofs of his weakness in relation to
certain animals, as the Behemoth and Leviathan (zl. 15, &e., xli.).

Job’s humble confession of the divine power and his own guilt and folly
(slii. 1—6). .

IIT. Tmrp Drvisioy. Historical conelusion, in prose (xlii. 7—15). (1) Jehoval’s
Justification of Job before his friends (7—10). (2) Job’s restoration to former honour and
dignity (11, 12). (3) The doubling of his estate and children (12—17).
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CHAP, I.

CHAPTER I. 1-3.
FIRST PART OF PROSE INTRODUCTION 70 THE BOOK OR POELM.

1. Job’s personality (versc 1). “There
was a.man,” &ec.

1. His actual existence. Job a historic,
not a fictitious character. Mentioned with
Noah and Daniel (Ez. xiv. 14). Lived in the
time of the patriarchs. Dicd about 200 years
old ; Abraham, 175 ; his father Terah, 205.
No apparent allusion in the Book to the
Exodus or the Giving of the Law, Wor-
ship, manners, and customs, those of patri-
archal times. Ilis existence a proof God never
left Himself without « witness.

2. His residence. “In the land of Uz’
Uz, east or south-cast of Palestine. Adja-
cent to the Edomites, who appear at onc
time to bave occupicd it (Lam. iv. 21).
Probably in Arabia Descrla, betwecn Pales-
tine and the Euplrates. Uz the name of a
son of Aram the son of Shem (Gen. x. 23);
of the firstborn of Nahor, Abraham’s brother
(Gen. xxii. 21); and of the grandson of Seir
the Horite (Gen. xxxvi. 28). The country
named from one of these. Job’s country,
like Abraham’s, at that time tending to
idolatry (ch. xxxi. 26—28). Grace :found
Slourishing in the most unfavourable situa-
{ions. Job, like Abraham and Daniel, found
¢ faithful among the faithless.” Zv de godly
amony the ungodly a high excellence and
honour. So Obadiah in Ahab’s court and
the saints in Cesar’s palace (1 Kings xviii.
12; Phil iv. 22).

3. His name. “ Whose name was Job.”
Denotes ““the persecuted,” or the peni-
tent.” Namesn the east often significant,
—descriptive of character or history. Some-
times given from events counecteg with the
birth, as Jabez, Ichabod, &ec. Sometimes
changed for another in after-life, as Jacob
for Israel, Jedidiah for Solomon. Benoni,
“son of my affliction,” changed by Jacob to
Benjamin,—*son of my right hand * (Gen.
xxxv. 18). Job thought by some to he the
same with Jobab (Gen. x. 29). “Job ™ also
the name of one of the sons of Issachar
(Gen. xlvi. 13). Job’s name a memento of
the possible or actual reverse to his pros-
perity (ch.iii. 25, 26). His afflictions to be
remembered as waters that have passed
away (ch. xi. 16). Profilable, us well as
gle%s)ant, to remember past troubles (Ps. xlii,

b

IXI. His character, ¢ That man was

perfect,”. &c. The question not so muck
what @ man DOES as wha! he 1s. Grace men-
tioned before greatness. A gracious character
and spiritual blessings a maw’s choicest pos-
sessions.

“Perfect.”” Implies: 1. Completeness.
Job complete in all the parts of his moral
character (Jam. i. 4). Like a human body
with no member or organ wanting or imper-
fect. A man’s morality and religion to be
characterized by symumetry and thoroughness.
Altention not to be given to one class of
duties lo the neglect of another.—Job con-
scientious in the discharge of all the duties
of life (Ps. exix. 6). Kept, like Paul, a con-
science void of offence both towards God and
man {Acts xxiv. 16). Believers to be sancti-
fied wholly, throughout body, soul, and spirit
(1 Thess. v. 23.) Are aclually sanctified
in every parl, though every part not wholly
sunctified. A perfect man, m the New Testa-
ment sense, an advanced, mature, and fully
instructed Christian (Phil. ii. 15; 1 Cor, i1
6; Lph. iv. 13; James iii. 2).

2. Swncerity. Job's perfection rather
that of purpose than performance. Aimed
constantly at perfection. Not sinless but
sincere. ~ Without guile (John i. 57).
Without hypocrisy towards God or double-
dealing towards man. Sincerity the founda-
tion of @ gracious character. Gives religion
all its worth and beauty. Godly sincerity
is Gospel perfection. Sincerc and sound-
hearted believers in God’s sight  perfect.”

3 Blamelessness. 'The character of Ze-
chariah and Elizabeth (Luke i. 6). No
fault found in Daniel, even by his enemies
(Dan. vi. 4). Moral integrity is Bible per-
feetion. Paul lived in -all good conscience
(Acts xxiv. 2). Job blameless though not
sinless. Reproved by Jehovah (ch. xlil. 5, 6).
Noah said to be perfect (Gen. vi. 9).—
God’s testimony to Job’s blamelessness (ch. ii.
3). His own (ch. xxxi throughout).

Christian Perfection.

A certain perfection belonging to saints
bothin O]dam}7 New Testaments. The holiness
of believers on,earth, partial and proyressive.
Christ the only absolutely righteous and

erfect One. Believers perfect'and complete
mm Him, now representativelhy, lhereafter pesr
sonally (Col. ii, 10). Have here a begun per-
fection in conformity to Christ’s image (Rsom.
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viii. 9. 29). That conformity to be in time
absolute and complete (2 Cor. 1ii. 18). Christ
made to those wlio are in Him both ¢ wisdom®
and “sanctification” (1Cor. i. 30).  Believers
only made perfect in love (1 Jolm iv. 18).
Job’s case (ch. xxix 11,16 ; xxxi. 16, 20). Love
the fulfilling of the law (Rom. xiii. 10).
Perfection required by God in all his children
(Matt. v. 48 ; Gen. xvil. 1; Jam. i. 4). To
be constantly pressed after by them (Phil. iii.
12, 14). Desire and eundeavour after it a
test of sincerity. Not usually to be attained
without afllictions (Heb. v. 8; xii. 10, 11),
The Captain of our salvation himself made
perfect through suffering (Heb. ii. 10).
Job perfect and upright bgfbre his trials,
humble and contrite «fZer them (ch. xl. 4;
xlii. 6.

“Upright.” Refers toheartand life. Or,
“perfect” internally, “upright” externally.—
Job outwardly what he was inwardly, and vice
versa. Uprighiness of life and conduct the
best proof of imward sincerity. When the
heart is sincere towards God, the actions will
be just towards men. * Upright == straight.
Job held the straight path of rectitude.
Sin’s ways crooked. = Joshua not to turn to
the right hand or to the left (Joshua i. 7).
Like Daniel, Job did what was right, regard-
less of consequences (Dan.vi.10), «Perfect”
and ““upright > connected also in the Psalms
(Psalm xxxvii. 37). The two complete the
moral character of a man of God.

. “One that feared God.” Another element
in his character, and-accounting for the pre-
ceding. Religion, or the {ear of God, the true
basis of morality. The first table of the law
the foundation of and preparation for the
second. A moralily without religion is a body
without a -soul.—Job profoundly religious.
The bhorizon of his soul filled with Go (ch.
Xxix. 3,4 ; xxxi. 23). Looked at all things in
their relation to God and His will (ch. xxxi.
2,14,15, 28). Reverenced His majesty, re-
garded His authority, dreaded His wrath.
Feared God, ot the idols of his country-
men (ch. xxxi. 26, 27). So Cornelius (Acts
x. 2.) TFeared Him, not with a slavish but a
filial fear—a fear coupled with confidence and
love. The fear of the saints, rather the Sear
of offending than the dread of suffering.
Believers fear God for His goodness as
well as His greatness (Hos. iii. 5). Saints
fear God because He pardons, sinners be-
cause He punishes (Ps. cxxx, 4). Filial
Jear the product of God’s free grace re-
vealed in the Gospel (Jer. xxxii. 39, 40;
Rom, viii. 15). The root of all true religion.
Holiness perfected iu it (2 Cor. vii. 1. For.
giveness through the blood of Jesus im-
¥arted with a view toit (Ps. cxxx. 4). That

ear required by God (Jer. v. 22). " Due to
Hué) (Ps. Ixxxix. 7). ‘Casts out the fear of

man (Heb. xi. 27 ; Dan. iii. 16—~18).—T%e
JSear of God the secret of true courage and
endurance. — Fabius Maximus, a Roman
gencral, sought to impress Lis soldiers with
reverence for the gods as the best means
of confirming their valour [ Plutarch].

“Eschewed evil.” Heb., * Departed from
evil,” from its practice and presence. Hurried
away from it as from the presence of a monster.
Avoided it as offensive to God, and in itself
loathsome and abominable.  Souetimes more
difficult to avoid evil thawn to practice good.
Evil often fashionable. Followed by the
multitude (Exod. xxiii. 2; Matt. vii. 13). To
depart from evil the effect and evidence of the
fear of God (Ps.iv, 4; Prov. viii. 13; xvi.
6). Exhibits the spirituality and strength
of holiness. The spirit active against evil
in order to depart from it. Believers while
on earth beset with temptations to evil.
Job eschewed 4/ evil. Every appearance of
it to be abstained from (1 Thess. v. 22).
Evil to be departed from 1n its pleasing as
well as its repulsive forms. Not only evil
itself to be eschewed, but its occasions,
temptations, and incentives (Prov. iv. 14,
15; Matt. v. 29, 30). Job withdrew his
eyes from evil as well as his hands and feet
(ch. xxxi. 1). "To depart from evil neces-
sary in order to persevere in good. Grace
received to be carefully guarded and pre-
served. Job’s perfection not sinlessness, but
a constant striving against sin.

II1. His prosperity.

In three particulars (verse 2).

1. His children. “There were horn to
bim.”  Children esteemed a great part of a
man’s prosperity and happiness, especially in
O. T. times. Viewed as a mark of the
Divine favour and blessing (Ps. exxvii, 3—5 ;
cxxviil. 3, 4). Mentioned first as the chicf

art of Job’s outward prosperity. His
iappiness, however, not merely in having
children, but having them godly (verse 5).
“Born #o im.”” His children comforts and
blessings to him. Job eminent for holiness,
yet not a hermit or recluse.

“Seven sons and three daughters.” In
number and sex the ideal of a perfect family.
Both numbers, as well as their sum, mystic
and symbolical. ¢ Seven,” indicative of pes-
Jection; ““ten,” of multitude. The more
children, if gracious, the greater blessing.
More sons than daughters, an enhancement
of his property. 4 large family no hindrance
lo piely, uprightness, and charity (ch. xxix.
11—17; xxxi. 13—20, 32).  So Enoch
walked with God 300 years, and begat sons
and daughters (Gen. v. 22).

2. His properfy. “His substance was
seven thousand sheep,” &ec. Job described
as an Arab prince, emir or sheikh. His
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possession in czftle, though not a wandering
Bedowin (ch. xxix. 7). No land or houses
mentioned, though living in or near a city.
Appears, like Isaae, to have culiivated land
beﬂonging to others ich. xxxi. 39). Wealth,
in earliest times, reckoned not hy extent of
land but number of cattle (Gen. xii. 61 ;
xxiv. 85; xxx. 43). Heavenly wisdom the
ounly real *° substance® (Prov. viii. 21 ; xxiii.
5). Piety and charity ordinarily the best way
of thriving even in this world. Yrayer whets
the tools, oils the whecls, and brings a bless-
ing. Riches an evil only in their aduse. In
the land a blessing, in the heart a curse.
Riches zot bad, therefore given to the good;
not the best, therefore given also to the bad.
Taken from the good for Zriul, from the
bhad for conviction or punishment. Not
money, but the Zove of it, the root of all evil
(1 Tim. vi. 10). Job’s grace seen in his
having riches without setting his heart on
them (ch. xsxi. 24, 25 ; Ps. Ixii. 10). One
of the few examples in which the camel gets
through the needle’s eye (Matt. xix. 24). In
-the N.T., the poor of this world often chosen
as heirs of the kingdom (Jam. ii. 5). 'The
Master himself without a place on which to
lay his head (Matt. viii. 20). Enough for
the servant that he be as his Lord (Matt. x.
25). Job pious, and his piety acting as a
fiiend to his prosperity; prosperous, and his

rosperity giving a lustre to his piety

Henry.]

“Household.” Body of servants or slaves
required for cattle and agriculture, Job’s
slaves or servants treated by him with
justice and humanity (ch. xxxi 13). Re-

CHAPTER I.

garded by him as in God’s sight_on the same
footing with himself (ch. xxxi. 14). Could all
bear honourable testimony to his conduet and
character (ch. xxxi. 31). Like Abraham,
doubtless, had them trained for God’s service
as well as /%is own (Gen. xiv. 14).

3. His dignity. “So that” (or, “and ) “he
was the greatest,” &c. A new feature in his
prosperity. Probably indicates his eminence
and rank as a prince or magistrate. Job not
only the rickest hut the most respected in
the land (Gen. xxiv. 35; xxvi. 13; Eee. ii.
9). A man of great authority, not only from
his possessions but his character. His
greatness not only that of wealth, but of
intellectual and moral worfk (ch. xxix. 11
16 ; xxxi. 16—20). Mentioned to show the
greatuess of his fall and his grace in hearing
it. Job, like David and Daniel, an example
of grace coupled with earthly nobility.
Grace graces the highest position.  Good-
ness, the fuairest jewel in an earthly coronet.
Grace found in every station. Not many
noble are called, yet always some (1 Cor. 1.
26). Poor Lazarus reposes inrich Abraham’s
bosom. Goodness appears the more excel-
lent when associated with worldly greatness.
Has then most to overcome and can most
diffuse its influence.

“Men of the Tast.” ¢ The East* applied
to countries east of Palestine, as the north of
Arabia. Heb., “Sons of the East.” Noted for
their riches, yet Joh the richest of them all.
Easy with God to make his children the
greatest, yet in love often places them among
the /east I this.world (1 Cor, i, 27, 28).

4, 5.

SECOND PART OF PROSE INTRODUCTION.,

I. Joh’s happiness in his children
(verse 4).

£ And his sons went,” &c. Their feast-
ing the medium of social intercourse and
of maintaining friendly relations with each
other. Shows (1) the social habits of his
children; (2) the love and harmony prevail-
ing among them. An exemplification of
Ps. exxxiil. 1. Contrasted with the family
of Adam (Gen. iv. 8); of Ahraham (Gen.
xxi. 95 of Isaac (Gen. xxvii. 41); of Jacob
(Gen. xxxvii. 4); of David (2 Sam. xiii, 28).

Festivity,

“Feasting” lawful,—when (1) moderate ;
(2) seasonable; (3) in the fear of God; (4)
with thankful acknowledgment of his good
ness; (3) without offence to others; (6) with
charitable remembrance of the poor and needy

(Luke xiv. 12—14. Ece. iii. 4), The general
rule of Christian feasting (1 Cor. x. 81). Its
limitation (Rom. xiv. 20, 21; 1 Cor. viii. 13;
x. 32, 33). Unseasonable times for feasting
(Amos vi. 4—06 ; Joel ii. 16; Ts. xxii. 12, 13).
Christ’s presence and miracle at Cana a
sanction to special seasons of temperate
festivity (John ii. 1—11). The ecreature
given not only for necessity but delight (Ps.
civ. 14, 15).

Job’s sons feasted (1) in their own houses;
indicating tleir wealth, order, and harmony ;
—also, the maturity of theirage. Enhances
the calamity of their death. (2) *Each on
his own day,” 4. e. his birthday, or the day
on which it was his turn to entertain the
rest. Birthdays in the East days of great
rejoicing (Gen. xI. 20 ; Matt. xiv. 6). (3.)
They sent and called for their *three ;is-
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ters,” supposed, like women in the East, to
be living with their mother, in their own
tent or apartment (Gen. xxiv. 67 ; XXXl 393
34 ; Esther il. 9—14). Beautiful picture of
fratcrnal harmony and affection. Progf of
how Job had trained up kis fumnily.

II. Job’s spiritnal care over his
children (verse 5).
< And it was so, when,”’ &c. At the con-

clusion of each feast Job offers special sacri-
fices for his children. Uncertain whether
his sons were present, though probable.
« He sent and sanctified them ;” (1) Doing
what is immediately after related; or, (2)
Eshorting them to prepare themselves for
the approaching solemnity. In O. T lan-
guage, people often said to do that which
they enjoin to be done. The members of the
family usually present at the family sacrifice
(1 Sam. xx. 6, 29).—Hence learn :—

1. Christians to see that their fumilies 0b-
serve God’s woiship as well as themselces.
Family worship an institution of God. An
acknowledgment of God as the God of the
family and the author of family blessings: A.
prayerless family an unblessed one. A family
without worship, a garden without a fence.
The presence of the children at daily family
worship calculated to produce (1) Reverential
fear and filial confidence towards God; (2)
Duatiful regard, submission, and obedience to-
wards their parents; (3) Harmony, affec-
tion, and sympathy towards each other.

2. Preparation necessary for solemn ser-
vices and approaches to God (Ex. xix. 10,
14; Ps. xxvi. 2). As men measure to God
in preparation, God wmeasures to men in
blessing [Trapp]. God not to be wor-
shipped carelessly and slovenly, but in the
best manner possible (Ece. v. 1). Jews
had their preparation and fore-preparation
for the Passover. Before Christ, such pre-
paration both moral and ceremonial (Gen.
xxxv. 2). After Christ, only moral (Ps.
xxvi. 2).

Job took measures to keep his child-
ren in a pure and pardoned state. Parents
cannol make their children spiritual wor-
shippers, but can bring them to spiritual
ordinances. Cannot give converting grace,
but can employ the means through which
God may impart it.

Job recognized and sought to discharge his
responsibilities as a father. Realized his
children’s relation to God and eternity.
Hence more concerned that they should have
grace in their heart than gold in their house ;
should stand in the favour of God than en-
joy the smiles of the woréd; should be sancti-
Jied for the next world than be accomplished
for this. Job’s solicitude contrasted with
Eli‘as indifference (1 Sam. ii. 29). A4 parent’s

responsibility for his children does #ot cease
with their childhood. ~Though no longer
sheltered by the parent’s rogf, they can and
ought to be shicltered by the parent’s prayers.

“ Rose up early.” His zeal and earnest-
ness. Impatient till God was reconciled to
his children. An early hour required by the
largeness of the work as well as the solemnity
of it. Sacrifices usually offered early in the
morning (Ex. xxxil. 6). No? safe fo let sin
be unrepented of and vuforgiven. The Psalm-
ist’s resolution (Ps. Ixiii. 1). Abraham’s
practice (Gen. xxii. 3). That of Moses (Ex.
xxiv. 4; of Jesus Christ (Mark i. 35). Has
special promise atlached to it (Prov. viii.
17). What our hands find to do, to be done
with our might (Eee. ix. 10). Welt fo
begin the day with prayer and application
of the Atonemeni. God, the author of eveiy
day, ought to have the first hour of it. ‘The
mind then freshest and frecst from earthly
cares and distractions. Eariy worship taught
by the light of nature. Practised by the
heathen (1 Sam. v. 3, 4).

II1. Job’s faith in the Atonement.

« Offered burnt offerings,” as the head of
the family. ~ Patriarchal custom. So Abra-
ham (Gen. xii. 7, 8); Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 25) ;
Jacob (Gen. xxxiil. 20; xxxv. 6). TheLaw
with a priestly family not yet instituted.

Sacrifices.

The “bumt-offering” a victim slain and
burnt entirc on the altar (Lev. i. 9.)
Under the law, might be either a bullock,
a lamb, a goat, or turtle doves (Lev.i. 2,
10, 14). Burnt-offerings the only sacrifices
mentioned in Patriarchal times. Sacrifices
offered from-the earliest period. Found
in Adam’s family (Gen. iv. 4). Probably
prescribed by God himself on the day man
fell. The first sacrifices probably the beasts
with whose skins God provided coats for our
first parents (Gen. iil. 21). The first express
direction from God regarding sacrifice given
to Abraham (Gen. xv. 9.) Intended to keep
in view the promised Seed, to be bruised in
man’s stead (Gen. iii. 15). Offered with
every special approach to God. No worship
without sacrifice. Without shedding of
blood no remission, and without remission
no acceptable approach to God. Sacrifices
told (1) Of gult; (2) Of punishment; (3)
Of substitution. Sometimes Eucharistic, or
connected with Zhanksyiving. So Noah’s
(Gen. viii. 20). Somectimes Federative, or
connected with a covenant (Ex. xxiv. 4
8). In Job’s case, simply Expiatory, or
with a view to foigiveness of sin. Hence
his faith (Heb. il. 4). Sacrifice, as a sub-
stitute for the offender, a natural instinct.
Hence, as well as from #radition, universat
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in the heathen world. Zlere, sometimes
human ones offered, as of more supposed
value than dumb animals. Impossible for
the blood of bulls and goats to take away
sin (Heb. x. 4). The insufficicney of all
such sacrifices deeply felt in the conscience
(Mic. vi. 6, 7). Zwery bloody sacrifice a
Jinger pointing lo the only sufficient one on
Calvary (John i. 29). Hence the cry
on the ecross, “It is finished,” and the
rent veil (John xix. 30; Matt. xxvii. 51.)

‘“Die man, or justice must, unless for him
Some other able and as willing, pay
The rigid satisfaction, death for death.”
Mitton.
¢ According to the number of them all.”
A victim for each of the seven sons. Job
no niggard in God’s scrvice. Children to
be prayed for individually and specifically.
Eac{; hgs hi{ partieular teéper anjé. c{rculg-
stances, trials and temptations, sins and
wants.  Christ’s one offering sufficient for all
and for all time (Heb. x. 13—14).  Particu-
lar application of the atonement o be iade
by and for each. Taclh sinner needs a sub-
stitute for himself ov a personal interest in
the great universal one. ¢ He gave Himself
a ransom for «2l,” to be followed by-— He
gave Himself for m¢” (1 Tim. ii. 6; Gal.
1i. 20).

“For Job said,” within himself or to
others. Special rcason why Job now sacri-
ficed. Religious duties to be grownded on
inlelligent reasons. God requires a reason-
able service (Rom. xil. 1. Not dgnorance,
but intelligence, the mother of true devo-
tion. “ Call him wise whose actions, words,
and steps are all a clear because to a clear
why [ Lavater].

“It may be my sons have sinned,”—
during their festivities. A bloody sacrifice
rendered nccessary by siz, which ean only
be washed out by blood (Heb. ix. 22).
Sin sueh an outrage on God’s unmiverse
that only blood can atone for it [Zulmage].
1t may be.” Suspicion of sin, much morc
the consciouszess of it, ought to send us at
once to Christ’s blood. A blessing to have
a tender conscience. To hbe without
allowed sin, the holiness of eurth; to
be without siz «f all, the loliness
of leaven. Sin easily committed in the
tumult and rush of pleasure. The time of

security the time for greatest apprelension.
Job’s sons wusually devout. Their sinning
now only a contingency ; but a very possible
one. Their danger that of—(1) Vain
thoughts; (2) Excited feelings; (3) Un-
guarded words. Cause for Job’s concern
—(1) Inthe depravity of the heart; (2) In
the frailly and folly of youth; (3)in the
temptations incident to a feast. Wine a
mocker; sin easily committed under its in-
fluence (Prov. xx. 1; xxxiii. 29—35). A
double guard needed in the social use of
it.—*Cursed God in their hearts;*—re-

roached or renounced Him for the moment.

ame word usually rendered ¢ bless.” Some-
times also the opposite, as 1 Kings xxi:
10. - Blessing in tBe East customary on part-
ing as well as mecting (Gen. xlvii. 7—10; .
1 Kings viii. 66). Hence, or from a peculiar
Hcbrew usage, the probable double meaning
of the word herc as well as in chap. ii. 9.
Allowed sin a femporary remouncement of
God. Sin itself an element of separation
between God and the soul. Great danger
of such renouncement in festivity and worldly
pleasure. ““In their hearts ; >—(1) thinking
lightly of God’s favour in comparison with
present enjoyment : the contrast of Psalmiv. -
6, 7; (2) forgetting and not acknowledging
God as the author of all their mercics.
Heart or secret sins not to be lightly thought
of (Ps. xix. 12; 1 Cor. iv. 4). Such sins
are (1) Dangerous; (?) Deserving condem-
nation; (3) Need atoning blood. The
morality of ‘Job’s children. Job apprehen-
sive only of heart sins.

IV. The habit and continuance of
Job’s piety.

“Thus did Job continually.” Marg. :
“All the days;* either, whife the feast
lasted; or .rather, at the conclusion of
every such feast. Job’s piety habitual and
constant, Mark of his sincerity. Ie who
serves God uprightly will serve Him con-
tinually [M. Henry]. The same occasions
always liable to bring the same sins. Same
corrupt nature always present. JI7esh sins
require fresh pardon. Renewed pardon re-
quires renewed application to the atoning
blood. The blood of Jesus a fountain ever
full and ever free. Prayer and care lo
Jollow the godly through Uife. Constant
wasling of the feet needed (John xiii. 10).

CHAPTER 1. 6—12
THIRD PART OF PROSE INTRODUCTION,

I. The celestial council (verse 6).
“There was a day.”” What God decrees in
eternity has its day of accompliskment in time.

“Everything has its hour ” [ Hebrew Proverd).

“The sons of God came.” Representa-
tion of God's court and administration. So
1 Kings xxii, 19, The veil separating
the visihle from the invisible drawn asgde.
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Reveals an - assembly of God’s angelic
ministers and Himself among them. 4/

Job’s trials the vesult of {transactions in
heaven. The same truc of the sufferings
and death of Job's great Antitype (Acts ii.
23; vi. 27, 2S); and of the trials of the
least of His suffering members (Rom.
viii. 28—=30).

Angels,

«Sons of God,” ie., angels, celestial
spirits. Soxxxviil. 7. All ministering spirits
employed in Jehoval’s service (Ps, ciii. 21 5
Heb. 1. 14) Perbaps including the spirits of
departed believers (Rev. vii. 13 ; xxii, 8, 9;
Acts xii. 14, 15). “Sons of God,” from
their zature; ‘“angels,” or messengers,
from their office. ‘“Sons of God,” by crea-
tion » ““angels,” by Divine appoiniment.
““Sons of God,” as resembling God,—(1) in
spirituality of substance; (2) in intellec-
tual, moral, and physical qualities (Ps. eiii.
20). Of variousranksand orders,and invested
with various powers and charges (Rom. viii.
38 ; Eph. 1. 21; Col. i. 16; 2 Peter iii. 22;
Rev. xiv. 18; xvi. 5; xix. 17).—* Pre-
sent themsclves before the Lord,” as His
ministers or attendants (Prov. xxii. 29;
Zech, vi. 5 ; Lukei. 19). Ready to receive
and executc His orders and to render
their account. ¢ Thousands at His bidding
speed, and post o’er land and ocean.” As
supreme Governor, God takes cognizance of
all that is done in this and other worlds.
Mighty spirits the ministers and execu-
tioners of His belests. Such employed in
the destruction of the cities of the plain
(Gen. xix. 1, 12, 13); in the promulgation
of the law on Mount Sinai (Gal. ii. 19;
Acts vil. 53 ; Ps. Ixviil. 17) ; in the destruc-
tion of the Assyrian army and deliverance of
Jerusalem (Is. xxxvii. 36); in the restora-
tion of the Jewish church and statc after the
captivity (Dan. 20, 21; Zech.i. 10,11,
20, 21; vi. 1=—o); in the establishment
and spread of the Gospel (Luke ii. 9—12;
John 1. 51) ; in the destruction of the king-
dom of Antichrist (Rev. xix. 14); in the
transactions of the last day (Matt. xiii. 41,
49, 50); in the service of individual be-
. lievers (Heb. i. 14; Acts xii, 7); pre-
eminently in that of their incarnate Head
(Ps. xci. 11, 12 ; Matt. iv, 11),

‘“ The Lorp.”” Heb., *“Jehovah.” Always
with this meaning when printed in capitals.
Indicates (1) The self-existing, eternal, un-
changeable Being (Ex. iii. 14); (2) The faith-
ful fulfiller of covenant relations and engage-
ments.  Not {)ractica]ly known to the patri-
archs before Moses by this name (Ex. vi. 3).
Appeared only at the Burning Bush as the
promise-fulfilling God. The name applied

to aréd appropriated by Jesus (Rom, xiii, 10 .
1

" —12; Rev. i. 8).

Given specifically to the
One True God who adopted the descendants
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for His
people, when the world was apostatizing
into idolatry. The name never applied to a
false God or to any mere creature. Given
however to anange! who is called ¢ the angel
of the Lord ” or the “angel Jehovah,” heing
the second person in-the Godhead ; the Mes-
senger of the Covenant and Mediator between
God and men, who afterwards became incar-
nate. !

II. Satan’s Presence.
¢ And Satan came also among them.”

Satan,

Here first introduced under this name.

Observe—

1. His name. Denotes “{he adversary.”
The devil so called (1 Pet. v. 8). The name
without the article applied to an adversary
in a court of justice (Ps. cix. 6). Other
names—the Devil or Slanderer; the Old
Serpent ; the Great Dragon; the Tempter;
the Wicked One; Beelzebuh 5 Apollyon; the
Prince and god of this world.

9. His personalify. His personal exist-
ence is (1.) Irn accordance with reason.
(i) Existences may be adove as well as below
man. (ii.) These existences may fall and be-
come unholyas truly as man. (iii.) Fallen intcl-
ligent beings usually the Zempters of others.
(2) Testified by the whole of Seripture. The
truth regarding him gradually developed in
the Old Testament. Marked out as a ser-

cot in the temptation of our first parents.

robably the lying spirit in the mouth of
the false prophets (1 Kings xxii. 21). The
name itself given, 1 Chron. xxi. 1; Zech. iii.
1. His personalily pre-eminently taught by
the Lord Jesus Himself in the Gospels.
(3) Confirmed by universal belief. The belief
in the existence of such a spirit common to
all nations.

3. His nature and character. -A created
spirit ; probably one of the highest. A son
of God by ereation, like the other angels, and
originally holy ; but fell, apparently through
pride (1 Tim. i, 6 ; Jude v1.). Hasbecome
the tempter and accuser of men, especially
of the good (Rev. xii. 10). The most finished
specimen of unsanctified intelligence. His
nature,—great intellect_employed jfor selfish
and wicked purposes. Designated by Christ
a ligr and a murderer (John viii, 44). Christ’s
whole life a conflict with him, according to
the promise (Gen. iii, 15). The life of every
believer a similar conflict (Epb. vi, 11—17;
1 Pet. v. 8), Believers made the theatre of
Clirist’s continued victory over him. ~ Alread
overcome by Christ on their behalf (Col. i1,
15), To be bruised under their feet shortly
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(Rom. xvi. 20). Meantime to be steadfastly
vesisted (1 Pet. v. 9). Times of signal vie-
tory over him indicated in Luke x. 18; Rev.
xii. 10. Seeks every advantage over us
(2 Cor. ii. 11). Transforms himself iuto an
angel of light (2 Cor. xi. 14). Is overcome
by the word of God and faith in the blood
of Christ (Rev. xii. 11). Law and justice,
through sin, on Satan’s side .against man;
(Heb. ii. 14); but through Christ’s death,
once more on man’s side against Satan (Is.
xlii, 21 ; 1i. 8 ; Rom, viil, 32—34). Believers
to reckon on his repeated and sometimes
sudden assaults. The more faithful and
walking in the light, the more exposed to
them.

4, His works. The agent in Adam’s fall
(2 Cor. ii. 3)—a wide-spread tradition.
Sought to overthrow Christ and to draw Him
into sin (Matt. iv). He blinds men’s minds
against the light of the Gospel (2 Cor. iv. 4).
Seeks to catch away the seed of the word
from the bearts of the hearers (Matt. xiii.
19). Aims at beguiling men’s minds from
the simplicity of Christ’s doetrine (2 Cor. ii.
3). Affects men’s bodies with diseases and
infirmities (Luke xiii. 16). Endeavours to
thwart the preachers of the Gospel (1 Thess.
ii. 18). Employs his messengers to buffet
Christ’s servants (2 Cor. xii. 7). Probably
much of the unsteadfustness and discomfort
of believers due to his agency [Homilist].
In regard to Satan, the book of Job in close
analog{‘ with the whole Bible. Job’s happi-
ness the object of lhis envy, like that of
Adam in Eden. Lying spints, as well as
ministering angels, sent forth from God’s
presence (also in 1 Kings xxii. 19). The
thorn in the flesh from Satan, alike in the
case of Job and Paul.—* Came also.” Satan
not less than other spirits subject to God’s
authority, Like them also employed in
executing the divine purposes. An intruder
into all sacred places (1 Kings xxii. 19, &e. ;
Luke, iv. 31). His punishment only gradually
inflicted. Still allowed to move at large.
—*“Among them.” As Judas among the
Apostles. Still found in the assemblies of
God’s children. No place on earth too holy
for his intrusion, Pu}l)ylic ordinances special
occasions for the exertion of his power.
Present to distract the thoughts, defile the
imagination, and harden the heart.

IIT. Jehoval’s challenge regarding
Job (verse 7). i

““The Lord said nnto Satan, whence comest
thou?” The highest fallen spirit amenable
to Jehovah. No creature able to outgrow his
responsibility. That responsibility not dimi-
nished by a course of sin. God’s questions
not for information to the questioner but
conviction to the questioned, = Similar ques-

tions to Adam (Gen. iii. 2) ; aud to Cain (Gen.
iv. 9). The question intended to open ‘the
way to Job’s desired trial. At the same time
lays bare Satan’s character and doings. Z%e
nost secret malice open to the eye of Omnis-
cience.

“From going to and fro.” Marks (1)
Satan’s present circumstances.  Allowed still
to roam at large, though ever in chains.
Ounly reserved to the judgment of eternal fire
(Jude vi.; Matt. xxv. 52). (2) His ferrible
activity. Satanno laggard. Ever on the wiag.
In constant quest of opportunities of mischief
(1 Peter v. 8). A true Apollyon; assiduous
in his endeavours to destroy. (3) “His koine-
lessness and unrest. Like Cain, a vagabond
in the earth. Seeks rest and finds none
(Matt. xii. 45). No rest for a depraved spirit
(Is. Ivil. 20, 21). (4) His constait increase
of knowledge. Same word implies “ Seaich ™
(Num. xi. 8; 2 Sam. xxiv, 2). Satan ever
prying into the ways and circumstances of
men. Constantly mereasing his knowledge
with a view to destroy.—*In the earth.”
This earth now the permitted sphere of his
activity. No place therefore secure from
lhis attacks. Good fo remember we are in &
world where Satan s, and is ever active.
—*“ Going up and down in it.” Intensifies his
activity and restlessness. Satan’s name
among the Arabs, Z Harith, * The Active,”
or “The Zealous.” Seems to glory in his
work. Knows he has but a short time (Rev.
xii. 12). Goes up and down in the earth but
finds no home init. Setan and all kis children
homeless  wanderers in the wuniverse. His
answer in keeping with his character. Tells
only part of the truth. Says nothing of the
evil he does and seeks to do. Unable to
report any good deed, and unwilling to own
to any evil one. His work had been to draw
men away from their allegiance to God and
to destroy their souls.—* Hast thou con-
sidered ?”’ &ec. Satan questioned as no un-
concerned spectator. Allusion to his character
as a_spy, enemy, and aceuser of good men,
—* My servant Job.” God rever ashamed to
own his fuithful servants. Aninterested spec-
tator of @ good man’s ways and actions, A
faithful servant of God the most consider-
able object in the world to God and angels.
““ d servant of God > the most honouralle and
distinguishing title. May be mean and con-
temptible without, but all glorious within
(Ps. xlv. 13). Job God’s servant consciously
and by choice; Nabuchadnezzar God’s ser-
vant waconsciously and by constraint (Jer.
xxv. 9). God’s people proved by living as
His servants, not as their own masters. <My
servant Joh,” a stinging word to Satan. A
true saint is Safan's eye-sore. A good man
the special object of his attention and malice.
Job mentioned by #ame. Implies intimate

11
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knowledge and speeial regard (Ex. xxxiii. 12 ;
Is.xlix. I'; Jer. xiii. 11; John x. 3).—*“That
there is,” &c. God dwells on Job’s character.
Delights in contemplating his saints (Zeph.
iil. 17.—* None like him,” in the degree of
his piety and fidelity. Degrees of excellence.
Job not only the greatest but the holiest.
Eminence in gooducss to be aimed af. Paul
gloried in being ““not a whit behind the very
chiefest Apostles” (2 Cor. xi. 5). His molto,
“Forward” (Phil. iii. 11—14). <“On to
perfection” (Ieb. vi. 1). God notices not
only a man’s piety but the degrec of it. Gives
to each his just meed of praise.— A perfect
and an upright man.” Job’s good character
cndorsed by God. Good to have mau’s testi-
mony in our favour,—better still to have
God’s. God more observant of the good than
the evil in his people (Num. xxiii. 21).

IV. Satan’s aceusation and proposal
(verse 9).

“Doth Job serve God for nought#” Satan
true to his name, the Devif, or Slandercr.
Accuser of the brethren (Rev. xii. 10). 4
good maw’s praise the reproach aid forment of
the bad. Satan evalfs a man’s piety to make
him proud, deuies it to make him szd. Cannot
deny Job’s religion, but challenges the ground
and reality of 1\t. A mark of Sataw’s children
to be a detractor of true godliness. Satan’s
method to begin by guestioning. Insinuates,
then directly charges. Always a liar. In
Eden, called evil good, now calls good evil.
Satan’s insinuation the immediate oceasion of
Job’s trial.—“For nought.” Either (1) With-
out sufficient cause (ﬁolm xv. 25); or, (2)
Without regard to his own interest (Gen. xx
15).  Job’s religion charged with mercevary
motives—his piety mere selfishness. Bad
men fudge of others by themselves. ~With
carnal men piefy is policy. A truth at the
bottom of Satan’s insinnation, though false
in regard to Job. Everything lies in the
motive. A selfish piety no piety. Common
with Satan’s children to call God’s saints
hypocrites. “da evil conscience makes men
suspicions of others’ sincerify. Satan’s charge
against Job implicitly one against God him-
self and the plan of Redemption. Tf Job’s
religion is hollow, #// religion is, and Redenp-
tion is a fuilure—Satan’s words true as a
Jfact, though false as motive. No man serves
God for nought. Godliness profitable unto
all things (1 Tim. iv. 8; vi. 6). In keeping
God’s commandments 1s great reward (Ps.
xix. 11). God himself the exceeding great
reward of His servants (Gen. xv. 1). True
godliness consistent with “respeet to the
recompense of the reward” (Heb. xi. 26).
Past and present mercies also not excluded
from the motives to godliness (Rom, xii. 1).
Yeti ;ruc religion mere than gratitude for past

* but in malice.

or regard to fulure good (Ps. exix. 129, 140).

Satan well acquainted wilh maznkind, but
ignorant of the wature of true grace. Not
only a deceiver but, like all unregenerate men,

deceived (Tit. iii. 3)—“Hast thou not made
a hedge about him * (ver. 10).  Swtan speaks
truth when it serves his purpose. = The saint’s
Lappiness and enjoyment of the divine favour
the objeet of his hatred and envy. God’s
protection of his servants a blessed truth.
(Is. xci.; exxi). His angels and still more
Iinmself the hedge of His people (Ps. xxxiv.
7; exxi. 3; Zach. ii. 5), Kither is Him-
self the hedge or makes one. Satan would
leap the hiedge, but dare nof, and cannot with-
out permission.—* And about His house.”
Not only the godly but Zicir belongings the
object of divine carc. Horses and chariots
of firc around Elisha’s residence (2 Kings
vi. 17).—*On cvery side.” Satan a wolf
prowling round the fold and vexed to find no
mcans of entrance.—** Hast blessed the work
of His hands.” Satan well aware of the source
of Job’s prosperity (Prov. x. 22). Satan no

atheist. Practical atheism makes men deny
what Satan admits. ““The work of his hands,”
—his undertakings and cngagements, as a
man, a master, and a magistrate. Job diligent
in business as well as fervent in spirit (Kom,
xil. 11, God’s blesssing not with the idle but
with the industrious. All toil bootless which is
unblest by God (Ps. cxxvi. 12). Peter toils all
night but catches nothing {1l Christ enters
the boat (Luke v. 5, 6).—“DBut put forth
thine hand now” (ver. 11). Satan’s impu-
dence equal to his malice. Gives God the

lie and challenges Him to a trial. Asserts
Job’s hypocrisy and offers to prove it. Adopts
the language of a suppliant, Satan prays,
Eager to see Job a sufferer
and proved to be a hypocrite. Unable to
put forth his own hand without permission.—
“Touch all that he hath,”—-children and pos--
sessions. The touch intended to be a destruc-
tive one (Ps. cv. 15). Satan’s mercies cruel.

Larthly possessions subject to God’s disposal.

Prosperity vanishes at his fowck, (Ps. civ. 32).

e will curse thee,”—reproach or re-

nounce thee, as in ver. 5. The natural result,

on the principle of selfishness. Common with

unrenewed nature. ITeathens in misfortune

vilify their gods. Pompey, after-a defeat, said
there had been a mist on the eyes of Provi-

dence. Murgin, “1f he curse thee not.”

Probably an oath or imprecation, but partly

suppressed. Profanity the devil’s language;

yet in God’s presence keeps back from fear

what men fear not to utter.—* To thy face,”

—boldly and openly. Job’s fear for his sons

that they might have done it in their fears.

Boldness and openness an aggravation ({ sin.

Clﬁuity thinketh no evil; malice thinks al/

evil.

€
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V. The Permission (ver. 12).

“ Behold.” Marks (1) the strangeness of
the thing ; (2) the impudence of the demand ;
(3) the purpose of God to make the whole
conspicuous. God’s thoughts and ways
above man’s.  His judgments a great decp.
Makes the wrath of man and devil to praise
Him. Glory to God and blessing to man by the
Bcnn}ssjon now given to Satan.—<* All that he

athis in thy power.” Satan’s prayer granted,
and himsclf {o be the instrument. A double
gratification, but to issue in his own confu-
sion, Not always « sercy for a man lo have
his prayer answered (Ps. cvi. 15; Hos. xiil.
10, 11). Job now, like the diseiples, to be
for a time in Satan’s sieve (Luke xxii. 31).
To be cast into the furnace, not to be con-
sumed, but proved and purified. Not under-
stood at th time, though sometimes for a mo-
ment apprehended (xxiii. 10). His ignorance
of the fact the cause of his disquietnde and
perplexity.  Believers oflen ignorant of the
cause and olject of their (rials (John xii. 7).
God’s heart always lowards his people even

when his Aand seems against them. is
dearcst saints sometimes apparently for a
time abandoned by Him (Ps. xxii. 1; 2 Chron.
xxxii, 81). The most crushing trials neither
inconsistent with His grace ¢z us nor His
love Zous. The cup drunk by the Head often
tasted by the members, though for a different
object (Matt. xx. 23 ; xxvi.39). Satan God’s
scullion for scouring the vessels of His
honsehold [ Zr«pp].—*“On himself putnot forth
thine hand.” Satan a chained lion, and the
chain in our Father’s hand. Beliecers lried
no further than is necessary.—* So Satan went
forth.” Gladly and eagerly as a wolf with
Fermissiou to enter the fold. Thought every
our two till he had sped his commission
[Zropp). His diligence in doing evil lo be
enulated by us in doing yood.—F¥rom the
presence of the Lord,”—having heen, like
Doeg, detained against his will (1 Sam. xxi.
7). God’s presence no place for an wirholy
nature. 'To “see God,” the happiness oniy
of the “pure in heart” (Matt. v. 8; 1 John
iii. 1, 3; Rev. xxii, 4).

CHAPTER T. 13—19.

FOURTH PART OF INTRODUCTION —INFLICTION OF TIIE TRIAL.

I. Occasion of the trial (verse 16).

“There was a day.” Satan watches for
the time best suited for his designs. The
oceasion chosen that the trial might fall the
more grievous (Is. xxi. 4).  Diaholical
wisdom in doing mischief. Satan’s terrible
malignity.—*His sons and his daughters
were eating, and drinking wine.” The
children’s hilarity. to he an aggravation of
the father’s calamity. The more unexpeeted
and unprepared for, the heavier the stroke.
Satan likes to make his stroke tell.  Turns
mirth into mourning. Job’s ehildren to die
when most likely to he siming (ver. 5).
Satan’s object fo destroy both hody and
sonl at one stroke. Satan as well as Job
knew the dangers incident to wine. God’s

guilginenls ofter come when men are nos!

seenre (Tuke xil. 19, 205 1 Thes. v. 2).
Good to rejoice as though we rejoiced not
(1 Cor. vii. 30). 'The Saviow’s caution
(Luke xxi. 3, 4). Changes in circumstances
to be prepared for (Prov. xxvii. 1). A duy
aay have a foir beginning and a foul eiding.
¢In the greatest calm provide for a storm’
[Queen Flizabeth]— Intheir elder brother’s
iouse.” Ilence no ordinary feast. The
celebration of the cldest son’s birthday
chosen with cliaracteristic malignity.

I1. The trial itself in its four par-
tienlars.

1. Attack of the Suleans on the oxer und
asses (ver. 14, 15). *“There came a messen-
ger,”—spared in Satan’s malice to carry the
news. A “cruel messenger” to be sent to
Job, as if a “ rebellions man > (Prov. xvii.
11).—“The oxen.” Satan begins with the
cattle. The trial must rise in a elimax.
—*“Were ploughing,”* preparing for the next
year's crop, thus also to be lost.— Asses
feeding heside them,” so arranged that both
might share the same fate. The picture of
security and repose heightens by contrast
the ealamity of the atfack.—*¢ Sabeans.” A
warlike marauding people in ihe north parts
of Arabia Deserta. Those in Soxfh Arabia,
or Arabia Felix, meichants, not muranders
(vi. 193 1 Kings x. 1). Bedoween incur-
sions able to reduee a rich man to poverty
in a few days. Swlan_al no loss for instru-
menls lo do his work. TPossesses a mysterions
power o influence men’s minds to cvil. The
ungodly already prepared for that infinence.

* Oiiental ploughing, as in the south of Furope,
done by oxen. Plough of wood, consisting of a share,
two handles, and a pole or beam. Drawn by two oxen
yoked logether, and guided by a ploughman using

a goad,
13
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Sutaw’s templalions suited to mew's natural
inelinations.  Bad men often used by God
Jor lhe trial and chastening of his children.
—*Tell on them,”—rushed on them with a
view to spoil. An unprovoked attack.
Exceptions to the general rule in Prov. xvi. 7.
—<Slain the servants.” Preparation for death
to be taken into daily duties. Blessed to be
ready when the Master calls. Sudden death
then sudden glory—“1 only am escaped,”
by God’s special Providence and Satan’s
malice. Some escape from danger as

“brands plucked out of the burning”.

(Amos iv. 11).

Q. Destruction of the sheep by lightning
(ver. 16). “While he was yet speaking.”
Fiendish rapidity of Satan’s work. Aims at
stunning and overwhelming the sufferer.
Trials often like rapidly succeeding billows.
Deep calleth unto deep (Ps. Ixii. 7). Troubles
scldom single. * Welcome misfortune, if
you come alone”” [Basque Proverd].— “ Fire
of God.’—Marg., “a great fire,” (like
Ps. civ. 16). “Hot thunderbolts” (Ps.
Ixxviii. 48). Rapid lightnings, apparently
sent by God though really by Satan. A cut
in the words put into the mouth of the
shepherds. Aect of an angry God. The
objeet to represent God as cruel and unjust,
and so bring Job to curse Him. A limited
mysterions power given to Satan over the
elements of nature (Eph. ii. 2).—“From
heaven.” Trom the upper regions of the
air, but apparently from God. The air or
lower heavens the place of Satan’s special
presence and operations (Luke x. 8; Eph.
n. 2; vi. 12).—“Sheep.” The greatest
part of Job’s wealth (ver. 3.) Most fre-
quently used in sacrifice. Smitten, though
sanctified by frequent offerings. God’s ways
often dark and mysterious.

3. Capture of the camels (verse 17).
“ Chaldwxans,” Heb. “ Chasdim.” The name
related to that of Chesed, Abraham’s nephew
(Gen. xxii. 22), Two such peoples meiu-
tioned in Genesis:—(1) The old Semitic
Chaldzans of the mountains; in the north
of Assyria and Mesopotamia (Gen. x. 22;
xi. 28, 31); Abraham himself of these (Gen.
xi. 28).  (2) The later Chaldeans of
Mesopotamia, =~ deseended from  Nalor,
Abraham’s brother (Gen. xxii. 22). Called
by Jeremiah an “ancient nation” (Jer. v. 15).
A fierce and warlike people (Heb. i. 16, 11).
Tirst subdued by the Assyrians. In time
overcame their masters, and formed the
Chaldean or Babylonian Empire under
Nabopolassar, a viceroy in Babylon, about
600 B.c. Their empire overthrown hy Cyrus,
who took Babylon, 583 ».c. In Joh’s time
a body of hardy monntaincers. Always
strong cnough to make such a raid. More
fierce and powerful than the Sabeans,

Strokes increase in severity. Sufun inflames
his instruments with his own murderous
passions,—** Three bands.” To attack in
various directions and let nothing escape.
(So Gen. xiv. 15). Three bands under so
many captains, Satan really commander-in-
chief.—* Fell upon the camels.”  Mary.
“rushed.” Made a raid wpon them, as
1 Sam. xxiil. 27; xxx.14. Arabs sometimes
make a raid twenty or thirty days’ march
from their tents.—‘ Carried them away.”
Three thonsand camels no slight loss. Sufaz
goes the full length of his cord. More
grevious to be stripped of riches than to
be always poor.

4. Loss of all kis children (verses 18, 19).
“ While he was yet speaking.” Satan never
at rest till he has done all the mischief he
is permitted. Good fo be always ready for
another and a worse encounter. Scneca says,
‘Cesar sometimes put up his sword, but
never put it off’— Thy sons.” The trial
reaches its climax. His sons the object of
his greatest solicitude. The subjects of
SO many praﬁers might have been expeeted
to be spared, or at least some of them.
The mystery increases.— Were cating and
drinking.”  When Job feared most they
might be sinning (verse 5). Possille to
be taken from the festive loard to the Judy-
ment-seat.  Festivity wunsafe without God
and His blessing in it. Well to be prepared
to pass from earthly joys to heavenly ones.—
““Behold.” Marks the greatness of the
calamity. Seven sons and three daughters,
—the whole of Job’s children,—all arrived
at maturity,—all prosperous aud happy,—
cut off at one stroke,—suddenly and un-
expectedly,—amid the hilarity of a feast!
—“A great wind.” A tornado, cyclone, or
whirlwind. Common in the East. lfysterious
power of Satan to excite the atmosphere
into a storm. Prince of the power of the
air.” Wind in God’s hand, but now for
His own purpose, partially and for a time,
{ransferred to Satan’s” (Prov. xxx. 4).
—“From the wilderness.” Whenee the
fiercest winds eame (Jer. iv. 11; xiii. 24).
From the south part of the great North
Arabian Desert (Is. xxi. 1; Hos. xiii. 15).—
“Smote the four cormers of the hounse.”
At once or successively; coming with foree
and steady aim as under Satan’s dircction.
All the appearance of the work of an angry
God.—*“ And it fell.” The ohject for which
Satan raiscd the storm. Such catastrophes
not uncommon in the East. Houses of com-
paratively frail construetion (Matt. vii. 27).
Well-known violenee of tornadoes. One in
Ingland, in 1811, tore up plantations and
levelled houses with the ground, ecarried
large trees, torn up by the roots, to the
distance of twenly or thirty yards; lifted
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cows from one field to another; and carried
haystacks toa considerable distance. Camels
sometimes lifted off their legs by Eastern
whirlwinds. God abdle to make our plagues
wonderful (Deut. xxviil. 59).—*“Upon the
young men.” Mentioned as more likely to
overwhelm the father; sisters included.
—¢“ And they are dead.” Crushing tidings
for a father’s ears. A7/ dead,—dead «ll a¢
once,—dead prematurely,—dead by a sudden,
unusual, and miserable death,—dead as if by
the hand of God Himself, as Bildad regarded

them,—dead af ¢he time that Job had most iecd
of their comfort wunder his other calamifics.
Job reduced, in one short day, from being
one of the happiest of fathers to a state of
childlessness and misery. Owr keaviest trials
often. throwgh our sweetest comforts. 'The
sharpest thorns on the same tree with the
loveliest flowers. The beauty of all earthly
blessings quickly blasted (Is.lx. 6, 8). Zoo
muck not to be expected from God, nor foo
little from the creature.

CHAPTER 1. 20—22.
FIFTH PART OF INTRODUCTION—THE RESULT OF SATAN’S ATTEMPTS.

I. Job’s grief (ver. 20). “Then Job
arose.” Probably found by the tidings in the
usual posture of Orientali. Aroused from
wonted calmness. His nature now stirred
to its depths. Deeply moved, but not pros-
?rated by his calamities.—* Rent his mantle,”
or robe ; long outer garment worn by men of
rank (1 Sam. xv. 27; xviil. 4), and by priests
(1 Sam. xxviii. 14; Ex. xxviil. 13); still worn
by wealthy Arabs. Rent it in token of sorrow
and humiliation (Gen. xxxvii. 34). Job
neither too insensible to feel grief, nor too
proud to acknowledge it. Piefy not stoicism ;
sharpens rather than blunts sensibility. As
little virtue in 7of feeling sorrow as in being,
overcowne by it. Not to feel is to be either
more or less than a man. Jesus wept. Insen-
sibility under chastening reproved as a sin
(Jer.v. 3; Hosea vil. 9). When God afflicts
us we should afflict ourselves (Jer. xxxi. 18).
Grace teaches us, not to be without sorrow,
but to moderate it, and to connect with it
penifence and submission, faith and hope (2
Cor. vii. 11; 1 Thess. iv. 13).—* Shaved his
head.” Another token of mourning (Ezra ix.
335 Is. xv. 2; xxii. 12; Jer. vil. 29; xli. 5),
Forbidden by the law only in certain cases
and in certain forms (Lev. xix. 27; xxxi. 5;
Deut. xiv.1). Nature demands some external
sign of grief, and religion does not forbid it.—
“Fell down upon the ground.” (1) In grief;
so Joshna (Josh. vii. 6) ; (2) In humiliation;
(3) In adoration. Zvouble « biessing when it
leads to self-abasement before God. Satan
expeeted to see Job standing on his feet and
cursing the author of his troubles.

II. iLis piety (ver. 20, 21). “ And wor-
shipped.”  Praised God and acknowleged
his sovereignty. Bowed submissivly to His
will and dispensations. Tnstead of eursing

God Job adores IIis justiee, goodness, and -

holiness. Agiictions draw a godly man rearer
to God instead of driving lim from Him. A
sign of a gracious statc to be worskipping
when God 1s chastising. The best way to

bear and be benefited by trials is to take them
to God. Z%at trouble cannot but be blest irhicl
brings us to our knees. Taith calms the
crushed spirit by conducting it to a God in
Christ.—And said.” Job opens his mouth,
but not as Satan expected. Seriows azd
suilable considerations to be employed under
trouble, Truths suggesfed by religion to
quiet the spirit and preserve it in patience.
—<Naked eame I forth,” &e. Jab’s first con-
sideration. Nothing originally ours. Man
by ndture destitute even of clothes for his
body. The truth in the text the apostle’s
argument for contentment (1 Tim. vi. 7).
—“Naked shall I return thither.” Seeond
consideration. Earth not our home. We
return to our parcnt dust. Reference to
Gen. iii. 19. These words probably copied
or referred to in Ecc. v. 14, and xii. 7. Our
condition in this world of less consequence as
we are o soon {o leave t/.—Third considera-
tion. We must leave the world naked as
we entered it (1 Tim. vi. 7). Death strips
Dives of his fine linen and Lazarus of his
filthy rags: Giace the only riches we cin
carry out of the world with us. To be
stripped of earthly possessions only a guestion
of time. *Thither,”—umto my wother’s
womb, used figuratively for the earth. So
the “lower parts of the earth” used for the
womb (Ps. exxxix, 15). The same term some-

+ times used both literally and figuratively in

the same sentence. So Matt. vill 22—
“The Lord gave.” The language of truth
and piety. Contrasted with that of pride
and atheism,—* My own hand hath gotten
me this wealth  (Deut. viii. 17). Heathens
by the light of nature ealled God the “ Giver
‘of good things.” Power fo get wealth the
gift of God (Deut. viii. 18; Prov. x. 22).
“ Gave,” and therefore has the right to with-
draw at his pleasure. What we possess we
kold only as stewards of another’'s goods
(Luke xvi. 1=12; 1 Peter iv. 10.)—*“The
Lord hath taken away.” God's hand ni our
)
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losses as well as our gains. Divine philo-
sophy.  So Joseph Gen. xlv. 5—8 ; David,
Ps. xxxix. 9; LN, 1 Sam. iii. 18. “The
Lord,”—not the Sabcans and Chaldeans,
the lightning or the whirlwinds.  Z%e philo-
sophy that rests on second causes or natural
laws a philosoply falsely so ecalled. Satan
only the author of Job’s calamities as he
received permission from God.  Zhe arrows
God’s, whoever shoots them. Evil as well as
good from God either direetly or permis-
sively (Is. xlv. 7; Amos iii. 6).  Man’s and
Satan’s sin overrnled by God for good; not
therefore the less sinful (Aets ii. 23). God’s
hand in trouble seen by the eye of fuith, an
alleviation; otherwise an aggravation.

II1. The Victory.

1. Posilive side. Job blesses God inslead
of cursing Him (ver, 21). < Blessed be the
Name of the Lord.” The word chosen with
refercnce to Satan’s eharge. The same word
used, but in its opposite and proper sense.
Satan thus entirely defeated. Every word of
Job gives the lic to his slander. Power of
grace that teaches us to bless God in troubles
and adversities (2 Sam. xv. 26). Ao ground,
even in the worst times, to marmur against
God, much to bless Him.  Such grounds are:
(1) Often greater love and richer blessing
when He takes away than when He gives.
Our greaisst trials and losses often our riches!
mercies.  ““ Tor all T bless Thee, most for the
severe ” [Young].—2. In the greatest suf-
ferings and losses the believer’s maiu interests
are sccure. The picces of silver may be
lost, the casket of jewels remains safe. (3.)
The sufferings of believers are seeds to bear
precious frutt both here and hereafter (Rom.
viil. 24 ; Heb. xii. 10, 11). Believers there-
fore strengthened “unto all patience and
long sufferings with joyfuliess’’ (Col. i, 11).
True Christian piely the purest heiolsim.
Widely different from stoical insensibility and
pride.  Believers weep, but bless God through
their tears. Job's blessing God must have
sent an echo through the heaven of heavens.
Unprecedented trials, heightened by the con-
trast of unpreccdented prosperity, meet not
merely with submission,-but with blessing
on the Author of both. To bless God in
prosperity is only natnral; to bless Him
m adversity and trouble is wmusic that
fills Theaven and carth with gladness.
Job’s ealamitics appeared enly toargue God
against him.  Mighty faith that blesses God
while smiting our comforts to the ground.
The grace enjoined on N. T. believers, exem-
Plificd in this O. T. saint (1 Thess. v. 18).
To bless God in our comforts the way to have
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‘ence to the case in hand.

them increased ; to bless Him in our aflic®
tions the way to have them removed gzlu_//us-
tine]. A thankful and pious spirit the true
philosopher’s stone—turns all things into
gold.  Fuith gilds our crosses and sees @ sitver
lining in the darkesi eloud.—Matter for praise
under the most trying dispensations:—(1)
The past enjoyment of undeserved mercies
so long continued ; (2) The present enjoyment
of some mercies however few; (3) 'Lhe pos-
session of God Himself as in Christ our God
and portion; (4) The assurance that the hea-
viest trials work together for our good ; (5)
The hope of abetter and enduring iheritance
reserved for us in heaven.—*The name of the
Lord,”—the Lord Himself as revealed to us
in the Word. Here “Jehovah,” the cver-
living faithful covenant God of His people.
The name here thrice repeated. Perhaps not
withont a mystery, like Num. vii. 24—27,
compared with Matt. xxviii. 19; 2 Cor. xiii.
145 1Jolnv.7. Thename fondly dwelt upon
by the afflicted patriareh. Z%e name of the Lord
the tried believer's sweetesi consolution and
stroiigest support. A strong tower into which
the nghteous runs and is sate (Prov. xviii. 10.)

2. Negative side of victory. In all
these trials Job kepl from sinning (ver. 22.)
¢ Sinued not,” as Satan desired and declared
he would. Glorious triumph of gracc to keep
from sinning in such circumstances. Sinned
not, either by impatience or passion. Refer-
Grace given to
keep'ns from sin, not absolutely, but relatively
and comparatively. Sin more or less in all a
believer’s actions, though all his actions not
sinful. ~ Seripture written that the believer
sin not (1 John ii. 1). Looking to Christ,
Peter walked on the water; dooking to the
wind, he began to sink in it (Matt. xiv. 25—
31). The flesh or old nature in a heliever mast
sin; the spirit or new nature in him eannot.
(1 John iii. 9). A constant struggle between
the spirit and the flesh (Gal. v. 17). A
believer’s duty and privilege to walk in the
spirtt, and so be kept from f{ulfilling the
desirc of the flesh (Gal. v. 16). [ jeel
and. grieve, but by the grace of God I fre/ at
nothing [Jokn Wesley].—“Nor charged God
foolishly.” (1) Imputed no folly, injustice,
or impropriety to God; (2) Vented no foolish
and impious murmurs against Iim. Ascribed
nothing to God unworthy of His justice,
goodness, and wisdom. Entertained no dis-
honourable thought, uttered no wmurmuring
word against Yim. ~ Tmpicty the greatest folly.
To murmur against God’s dealings 1s as foolish
as it is wicked. 7o misconstrue God’s charae-
ter and conduct, the great sin to be guarded
against under heavy trials,
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CHAPTER II. 1—6.

SIXTIl PART OF INTRODUCIION.—~PREPARATION IFOR .JOBS
FURTHER TRIAL,

I. Seeond Celestial Couneil (verse 1).
“Again there was a day,” some time after
the events already relatcd. Not said how
long. Heavenly things represented under
the fignre of earthly omes, in condescension
to our eapacity, In heaven no succession of
day and night (Rev. xxi. 25).— The sons of
God came,” &c. Same scene represented as
before. God’s providence continually exéreised,
and cxtending lo all times and events. His
angelic ministers continually serving Him in
their respective spheres (Rev. xxii. 3). “ His
state is kingly; thousands at his bidding
speed,” &e. Good to remember—** They also
serve who only stand and wait.”” Angels in-
tensely interested in the salvation of men, and
employed in helping fo promote ¢ (Acts viii.
265 x. 3).—* Satan also came.” Summoned,
or expecting a fresh permission. Like Saul
of Tarsus, ““breathing out threatening and
slanghter,” and eager to get out a fresh com-
mission of destruetion (Aects ix. 1).—*“To
present himself before the Lord,” having
previously reeeived a commission. This,
therefore, omitted in the former accowit.
Men, angels, and devils, amenable to God.

II. God’s testimony to Job’s stead-
fastuess (verse 2). ““Trom whence comest
thou?”” Happy for us that God’s eye is
continually on Satan’s movements (Luke
xxii. 31, 32).— From going to and fro.”
Active and restless as ever. Says nothing
of the harm he has done. Az evil doer seldom
has the courage to speak the whole truth (2
Kings v. 25).—*“Walking up and down in
it.”  God says the same thing of him, but
tells us how (1 Peter v. 8). As Job still re-
tained his infegrity, so Satan his assiduity.
Believers neither to be ignorant of his de-
vices, not forgetful of his zewl.— (Verse 3).
““ Hast thou considered my servant Job ?*’
Job still God’s servant. God’s estimate of
ITis people not diminished by their sufferings.
Precious testimony to the poor persecuted
chureh at Smyra (Rev. ii. 9)—.¢ Still hold-
eth fast his integrity.” Perfect and upright
as beforc. ““Still,” notwithstanding these
severe and accumulated trials. ¢ Holdeth
fast,” implying cxertion. Hard to hold out
in such a storm. Sefan’s efforts to 705 Job
of his integrity, Job’s to refain it. Whatever
a godly man loses he will kecp his integrify.
“If you love my soul away with it,” said a
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martyr at the stake, when tempted witha
ardon to recant. Two things never to be
et go—Christ’s righteousness, and a good con-
science. The Epistle to the Hebrews written
to strengthen tried believers to hold fast
their profession (Heb. ii. 14 ; iv. 14 ; x. 23,
35, 39). God a concerned and compassionate
observer of his people’s conduct under trials
(Jer. xxx1. 18 ; Hos. xiv, 8). Commends their
conduct # them, without at once delivering
them from them. What is well done is sure,
sooner or later, to receive His approving
testimony. God neither conceals our graces
nor our improvement of them. Zo continue
good while suffering evil, the crown of goodness.
A good man persevering in evil times an
object of Divine admiration [Seneca].—God’s
further commendation of Job now enlarged.
Grace grows in conflict.  “ Although thou
movedst me against him.”” Implies success-
ful urgency (So 1 Kings xxi. 25). Spoken
after the manner of men. Satan an excellent
orator if he but have an audience { Zrapp].—
“Thou movedst me.” God “aftlicteth not
willingly » (Lam. iii. 33). Satan an earnest
pleader against the saints: Christ as earnest
Jor them (Johm xvii. 11, 15, 17). Satan’s
malice and calumny the occasion of Job’s
sufferings, and so of his subsequent glory.
God’s secret purpose to exhibit the reality
and preciousness of Ilis servant’s faith. All
guestioning of the efficacy of Christ’s re-
emption and the gower of Divine grace, to
be for ever silenced. Not only events them-
selves purposed by God, but the way and occa-
sion of their occurrence.~°To destroy him,”
Marg., “to swallow him up.” Satan’s cruel
intention. Satan’s object in trial isto destroy ;
God’s, to prove and purify. God’s sympathy
with His suffering people. What Satan called
a touch, God calls destruction. Awful judy-
ment to be left in the hands of the roaring lion
(1 Peter v.8).—* Without cause.” (1.) #ith-
out any special sin of his to meritif. This testi-
mony to be remembered throughout the book.
Believed and maintained by Job; denied
by his three friends. The cause of his
perplexity and distraction aggravated hy
their opposition.  Zyied believers often
ignorant of God’s thoughts concerning them,
and of the cause and object of their trial.—
(2.) Without ground or nccessity for if.
Satan’s charge proved by the result to be
unfounded, 17
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IIT1. Satan’s farther accusation (verse
4). “Satan answered the Lord.” Satanic
impudence. Though defeated, he has still
an answer for God. Boldness acquired by a
course of iniquity. A whore’s forehead (Jer.
iii, 8).— Skin for skin.” A proverbial ex-

ression. A mere question of barter. Job

as yet a whole skin. He will part with
anything to save his life. Will give up what
he Aas, to save himself.
our heards to save our heads” [Zurkish Pro-
verb].—“All that a man hath he will give for
his life.” Not only his property and children,
but probably his religion too. The test not
yet sufficiently severe. The screw necds only
to be driven a little farther. Satan argues
still on the principles of man’s selfishness.
His words too often verified in fallen hu-
manity. Peruvians sacrificed their firstborn
to redeem their own life when the priest pro-
nounced them mortally sick, Cranmer, In a
moment of weakness, at first recanted in order
to escape martyrdom. Abraham, when left
to himself to save his life, gave up Sarah,
and instigated her to tell a lie (Gen. xii. 12,
13). Yet the statement a libel upon the race.
Satan true to his charaeter. Self-preservation
@ powerful instinct, but not supreme. With a
good man, subordinate to the principles of
morality and religion. Yields to faith, hope,
and charity. Paul counted not his life dear
to him that he might finish his course and
ministry with j(()‘y (Acts xx. 24). Daniel,
Stephen, and all “the noble army of martyrs”
give Satan the lie. Men and women have
died, “refusing to accept deliverance, to ob-
tain a better reswrreclion” (Heb. xi, 35).
“ Welcome, death!” sald Hugh MKail, on
the martyr’s scaffold, < Welcome, if need
be, the axe or the gibbet ; but evil befall the
tongue that dares to make me so infamous a
proposal,” said Kossuth, in reply to the Sul-
tan’s proposal to save his life by renouncing
Christianity,— ““ Touch his bone and his
flesh” (verse 5). Sirike home at his person.
Person nearer than property or children.

“We must give np

Intensest pain and suffering intended. The
iron to enter the soul. Satan’s eruelty. A
merciless tormentor (Matt. xviil. 34). Un-
wearied in his efforts to destroy Always
needful to prepare for rew assaults, Satan
acquainted with the tendency of great bodily
suftering. Pain, a powerful means of disquiei-
ing and weakening the mind. Without disor-
dering its faculties, able to exhaust its ener-
gies and sink it into despondency. A
piercing shaft in Satan’s quiver. A thorn in
the flesh Paul’s great temptation (2 Cor,
xil, 7, 9). Men “blasphemed God because
of the puin” (Rev. xvi. 9). This Satan’s
expectation in regard to Job.—*He will eurse
thee,”” &e. Same assertion as before. Satan
unwilling to yield. Men, lost to all right
principle themselves, have no faith in the viriue
of others.

IV. The renewed permission (verse 6).
“He is in thine hand.” Before, only his
property and children ; #ow, himself. Suints,
Jor trial, mysteriously given for a time into
Satan’s hand. The persecuted church at
Smyrna (Rev. ii. 10). Unknown to us how
far bodily affliction may be from Satan’s hand
(Luke xiii. 16). Though God /lengthens
Satan’s chain, he never loosens it. The saints
never in Satan’s hand without Christ being
with them (Dan. iii. 25; Ps. xxiii. 4; xel
15; Is.xliii. 2).—* But save his life.” Satan’s

ermission in regard to the saints always
imited. He might serateh with his paw,
but not fasten his fang [Zrapp]. Job’s life
to be endangered, but not destroyed. Life
and death n God’s hand, not Safan’s. A
mercy to have life spared (Jer. xxxix. 18).
Precious blessings still for Job to experience,
and important work still for him to do. A
man immortal till his work is done. The
limit set in Jod’s case, not prescribed in
Christ’s. Christ, as the Shepherd, smitten
to death in the room of the sheep (Zech.
xiii, 7; John x, 11),

- CHAPTER II. 7—10.

SEVENTH PART OF INTRODUCIION; JOB'S FURTHER TRIAL.

I. Satan’s use of God’s permission
(verse 7).

‘8o went Satan forth.”” Glad in obtaining
his wish, like Sau! on his way to Damascus.
Resolved to use his liberty to the utmost.
Gets his will, but with limitation (Luke xxii.
31, 32).—“From the presence of the Lord.”
Like Cain (Gen. 4—16). His object not to
servg God, but torture man,—*¢Smote Job.”

|

Implies suddenness and vehemence. The
hand “heavy, though unseen. So IHerod

“smitten by the angel (Aects xii. 23). Such

smiting often ascribed to God, whoever the
instrument (Deut. xxviil. 35). Satanic in-
genuity in smiting the body yet preserving
life and mental faculties. Piedy and patience
under one trial, no securily agairst another
and a keavier. Heavy bux‘dyens laid on strong
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shoulders.  God knows the metal He gives
Satan to ring [Zrapp). Our comfort is, that
He lays no trial on His children beyond what
He enables them to bear (1 Cor. x. 13).

II. Joh’s Disease.

“Sore boils.”  Heb., a bad, analignant
uleer, or inflammatory ulceration.  Worst
kind of leprosy.  Inflicted on the Egyptians
and threatened to the Israelites (Deut. xxviii.
27). Prevalent both in Arabia and Egypt.
Made the sufferer loathsome to himself and
his nearest relations (ch. xix. 13, 19).
Appeared to make him out as an object of
the Divine displeasure; as Miriam, Gehazi,
and King Azariah. In an advanced stage,
fingers, toes, and hands, gradually fall off
(ch. xxx. 17, 30). Attended with great
attenuation and debility of body (xvi. 8 ; xix.
20; xxx.18). Restless nights and terrifyin
dreams (xxx. 17;-vii. 13,14). Anxiety of min
and loathing of life (vii. 15). Foul breath

. and difficult respiration (vii. 4; xiii. 15; xxx.
17). The skin itchy, of great tenseness, full
of cracks and rents, and covered with hard
or festering ulcers, and with black scales
(ii. 8; xix. 20; xxx. 18; vii. 5; xxx. 30).
The feet and legs swollen to an enormous
size; hence the disease also called Elephan-
tiasis, 'The mouth swollen and the coun-
_tenance distorted, giving the patient a lion-
like appearance; hence another name to the
disease, Leontiasis. Contagious through the
mere breath. Often hereditary. Asa rule, in-
curable. In any case, one of the most pro-
tracted as well as dreadful diseases.—* From
the crown,” &ec. So in Deut. xxviii. 35. The
body one continued sore. Job escaped with
the skin of his teeth—sores everywhere else
(xix. 20). The fongue left free for an obvious
reason. Satan’s mercies cruel. Rare spec-
tacle for angels; the holiest man on earth the
most afflicted. Astounding sight for men ;
the richest and greatest man in the land made
at once the most loathsome and miserable.
Impossible to say to what extent God may allow
his dearest children to be gffticted. After Job,
no saint need be staggered at his suffering.
Yet all Job’s sufferings under Divine inspec-
tion and admeasurement (Is. xxvil. 8).—
A circumstance marking the extremity of
Job’s affliction (versc 8). “And he took him
a potsherd.” As mear at hand. Arab jars
thin and frail, and easily broken—sometimes
%v merely putting them down on the floor.
ence fragments of broken jars found every-
where (Is. xxx. 14L A potsherd -used by
Job instead of a napkin. Bossibly, however,
an instrument still used in the East for similar
purposes. Required to remove the purulent
matter from his sores, and perbaps to allay
their irritation. His hands and fingers them-
selves affected, or the foulness of his sores
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forbidding the touch. Without friend, phy
sician, or relative to attend to his diseasc.
In the case of Lazarus, dogs supplied the
place of the potsherd (Luke xvi. 20—21).
God’s dearest saints of len reduced to the greatest
extremities~—*Sat down among the ashes.”
In token of mourning (xlii. 6; Jon. iii. 6;
Matt. xi. 21); and of abasement (Jer. vi. 26;
Is. xlvii. 3; 1viii 5; Ezek. xxvii. 30).
The ash-heap probably outside the eity.
Dung-hills still similarly used in the Rast.
One part of the leper’s affliction, that he was
to be removed from society (Lev. xiii. 46;
Num. xii. 14—15 ; 2 Kings xv. 5).

1. Increased affliction calls for increased
humiliation.

9. Self-abasement the certain way to Divine
exaltation (Jam. iv. 9—10).

III. Job’s trialfrom his wife (verse 9).

‘Then said his wife.” Amazed at her hus-
band’s sufferings and piety. Herself already
tempted and overcome. Spared by Satan to aie
him inhisattempts uponher husband. Anothe:
of his cruel mercies. She who should have
been a comforter now becomes a tormentor.
Her former piety now staggered at her hus-
band’s trials. ~ Weak professors readily
offended. The case of Adam and Eve ex-
pected to be repeated. Satan wise in select-
1ng his instruments.

1. Those who fall themselves wusually em-
ployed in tempting others.

2. Strongest temptations and keenest triais
qﬂenj{rom nearest friends.

“Dost thou still retain thine integrity ?*
Already affirmed by God (verse 3). Wiat is
kighly esteemed by God often reproached by
man, and vice versa (Luke xvi. 15). Job, in
bis wife’s eyes, ¢ perversely righteous and
absurdly good” [Sir R. Blackmore]. Per-
severance tn piety under heavy erosses a mystery
to the world.—* Curse God and die.” Three
horrid temptations—infidelity, blasphemy, and
despair. Same word used as ini. 11; but
Br.operly denoting ““to bless.” Perhaps a

itter taunt, referring to i. 21— Go on with
your fine religion 1 Probably—*‘‘ Renounce
God, who treats you so vilely.” Includes
the idea of uttered reproach and blasphemy
(1 Kings xxi. 10). Job urged by his wife to
fulfil Satan’s grand desire.

L. Satarw’s great work to set-men against
their Maker and His service.

2. His fiercest temptations often reserved for
the time of greatest affliction.

3. Sutan tempts men to put the worst con-
struction on God’s dealings, and prompts tothe
worst means of relief. Points Job to the gulf
of Atheism as the only refuge [Davidson].

4. The holiest saints liable to the most horrid
and blasphemous temptations.

5. The flesh in ourselves and olhers always
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an_antagonist to faith and holiness (Matt.
xvi. 22—23).

 And die.” As the end of all your {rouble.
So Satan tempted Saul, Ahithopel, and Judas
Iscariot. No suggestion so horrid but Satun
wmay inject it into o believing mind. Job after-
wards still pressed with the same temptation
to suicide @u 15). Oue of Sataw’s lies, that
death ends «ll. His object to make men die
in an act of sin, without time or opportunity
for repentance.  Iis friendliest proposals tend
to damnation and destruction. Would make
men imitators of his blasphemy and partakers
of his despair.

IV. Job’s continued patience and piety
(verse 10). “But he said unto her.” Did
not curse God, and then use Adam’s excuse
(Gen. iii. 12).—* Thou speakest,” &c. Re-
proves with mingled gentleness and firmness.
So Christ reproved Peter (Mat. xvi. 23).
Dishonour done to God to be at once discounte-
nanced and reproved (Lev. xix. 17; Prov.
xxvil, 5 ; xxix. 15).—*“As one.” A gentle
form of reproof. Hushands to love their
wives, and not be if/er against them (Col.
iii. 19). No fierce or furious language here.
Her present speech not like her usual self.
Speaks out of her ordinary character.

1. Believers liable to be drawn tnto sin.

2. Love lo be mingled with, and to mode-
rale, reproof (Eph. iv. 15).

3. Reproof to be respectful, especially when
addressed {o relatives and seniors (1 Tim.v. 1).

““As one of the foolish women speaketh.”
“ Foolish,” in the Old Testament, used for
“sinful or ungodly.”” The langnage of
Job’s wife, that of foolish, profane, wicked
women.

1. The part of a fool to deny God and re-
proack His Providence (Ps. xiv. 1). ~

2. Folly to judge of a man’scondition from
God’s outward dealings witk kim.

3. Unworthy thoughts of God the mark
of a carnal, foolisk spirit.

4. Sin not ouly vile but foolish,—as truly
opposed to man’s inlerests as to God's honour.

5. Impatience and passion under trouble the
greatest foolishness.  Hard, and therefore
senseless, to kick against the pricks (Acts
ix. 5). Idolaters wont to reproach their
gods in misfortune.

“What! shall we receive,” &c.? What
is sinful is to be put down, not with rage but
with reason. Satan’s liorrid and blasphemous
temptations not to be listened to for a
moment. Skarp reproof consistent with love and
sometimes required by it (Tit. i. 13). He who
knows not how to be angry knows not how
to love [Lugustine.]— Shall we receive good
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at the hand of God ?”  Present miseries not
to obliterate past mercies. 'The greatest
sufferer already the recipient of unnumbered
benefits. God’s mercies “new every morn-
ing.” To sinners all is mercy on this side
of hell. Mercy written on every sunbeam
that gilds and gladdens the earth.—* And
shall we not receive evil also?” “Evil”
put for affliction and adversity. All com-
forts and no crosses, unreasonable to expect
and undesirable to receive. Evil as well as
good to be not only ezpected, but thankfully

- accepted. The question points to the manner

of receiving, as well as the matler received.
Both equally dispensed by God, therefore
both to he reverentially accepfed by us.
Both worthy of God to dispense, and {)ene-
ficial for us to receive. The part of faith and
love, to accept troubles as from a Father's
hand. The true spirit of adoption, to kiss
the rod and the hand that holds it.
Thankfully to accept of good fis merely
human, thankfully to accept of evil is Divine.
In every thing to give thanks, God’s will in
Christ concerning us (1 Thess. v. 13). Job
here greater than his miseries. More than
a conqueror, One of heaven’s as well as
earth’s heroes.—“In all this,” his increased
calamities as well as his wife’s taunts and
temptations. Job now lying under a quater-
nion of troubles—adversity, bereavement,
disease, and reproach. More, however,
yet remained for Satan to inflict and
for Job to suffer. Continuance of suffering
often much more trying than suffering itself.
Inward afflietion to be added to the. out-
ward. Much more trying. The spirit
of a man will sustain his infirmity, but a
wounded spirit who can bear? (Prov,
xviii. 14). A lhint, perhaps, here given
of further trial, with a less gratilying
result, — “ Sinned mnot with lhis lips.”
Vented no reflection on God’s eharacter
and procedure. The greatest temptation
in sueh circumstances to sin with the.
lips. . The thing Satan desired, endeavoured
after, and waited for. The temptation to
murmur present, but resisted and repressed.
Job still by grace a conqueror over corrupt
nature. Not always thus walking on the
swelling waters of innate eorruption. Man’s
weakness to be exhibited, even in a state of
grace. Hitherto Job shown to be the “per-
fect man”’ God declared him to be (Jam. iii.
2). The Old Testament ideal of a perfect
man and a suffering saint. An illustrious
type of Christ in His suffering and patience
(Is. liit. 7; 1 Pet. ii. 23), The type after-
wards fails, that in all things Christ may
have the pre-eminence (Col. i. 18).
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CHAPTER II. 11-13,

CONCLUDING PART OF PROSE INTRODUCITION.—VISIT OF JOB'S FRIENDS.

L. The Friends. (Verse 11.) “Now when
Job’s three friends heard.” Rather, “three
friends of Job.” Probably friends most
intimate with him, and from whom he had
most to expect (ch vi. 14, 15). Perhaps
eonnected with him by kindred as well as
acquaintance and religion. Worshippers of
the true God. Lminent in their day and
country for wisdom and piety. Their
religious views those of the age. ~Regarded
retribution as very much a thing of tlis life.
Hence their unfavourable view of Job’s
character from his condition. Much older
than Job. Intending comfort, they become
under Satan’s influence, and from their
narrow mistaken views, his severest trial,
Instead of soothing they add to his grief,—
by uncharitable suspieions, false reasonings,
unseasonable admonitions, and bitter re-
proofs. Good eusily perverted to evil by Satan’s
malice. Satan used Job’s wife to jeer him out
of his religion, and his friends to dispute
Lim out of 1t [ Curyl.]—*¢ Came,”—probably,
when his. disease was now considerably ag-
vanced (vil. 4). Affliction should draw us
to our friends, not drive us from them.
Adzsersity one of the best tests of friendship
(Prov. xvii. 17). Good manners to be an
unbidden guest in the house of mourning.
[Caryl]. True firiendship shewn in self-denying
effort.

“ZTliphaz.” An old Edomite name. A
district also so called (Gen. xxxvi. 11, 15).
Denotes “my God is strength.” Indieates
his parent’s piety.—* Temanite.”” From the
stock he sprung from, or the place (Teman)
where he lived. Temanites eelebrated for
their wisdomn “(Jer. xlix. 7; Obad. viii. 9).
—<“Shuhite.”” Of Shuab, in the east part of
North Arabia. Shuah one of the settlements
of the sons of Keturah (Gen xxv. 2).
—“Naamathite.” From Naamah, probably a
district in Syria. The town in Judah so
named (Jud. xv. 41), too far distant.

II. Objeet of the Friends’ visit. ““Had
made an appointment together.” Probably
living not far apart from each other. Good
lo unile together in works of charity and
mercy (Mark ii. 3).—*To mourn with him.”
Sympathy in sorrow an instinct of humanity
and a Christian duty (Rom, xii. 15). Ex.
ample of Jesus (John ii. 33, 34). Job’s
own character (ch. xxx. 25). Tears shed
with our own, often the most soothing balm in
sorrow, A world of meaning in the child’s

words,—“T only eried with her.”—¢And
to comfort him.” The motive good, though
the execution faulty, A friend in trouble
one of our choicest blessings. A brother
born for adversity. Comfort of mourners
one of the objects of the Lord’s ministry
(Is. Ixi. 2). See His mode of dispensing
it, Is. xlii. 3 ; Matt. xi. 28—30. 7o com-
Jort in trouble one of the leading parts of
Christian duly (1 Thess. v. 18; vi. 11;
Jam. i. 27; Matt. xxv. 36). Job’s own
character and practice (ch. xxix. 25).
—Verse 12, “Lifted up their eyes afar off.”
Where yet they might easily have recognised
him. So the gather of the prodigal (Luke
xv. 20). Job apparently now in the open
air, and, as a leper, outside the city.—* Knew
him not,” So altered by his disease, his
sorrow, and his place awong the ashes.
Marks the depth of his calamity. Unrecog-
nizable by his friends. When men know us
least, is the time that God knows us best.
(Ps. xxxi. 7.)

III. Their Sympathy. Verse12. ¢ They
lifted up their voice and wept.” Marks their
deep sympathy and their friend’s deep sorrow.
In the east, full vent usually given to grief
(Gen. xxvii. 38; xxix.11; Jyug il, 4; Ruth
i. 93 1 Sam. xxiv. 16).— Sprinkled dust
upon their heads towards heaven.” Cast-
ing it into the air, soas to fall down on their
heads (Acts xxii. 23). Token of grief,
astonishment, and humiliation towards God
under a great sorrow (Josh. vii. 6; WNeh.
ix. 1; Sam. iv. 10). Their feeling; con-
sternation and sorrow at the sight of so
sad a change.—*Sat down with him wpon
the ground > (verse 13). Another token of
sympathetic grief (2 Sam. xii. 16 ; Is. iii. 26 ;
Lam. ii. 10; Ezra ix. 3). True sympathy
to sit down on the ground with one so loath-
some in himself, and apparently an object
of the Divine displeasurc.—* Seven days.”
Usual time of mourning for the dead (Gen.
1. 10; 1 Sam. xxxi. 13). Job’s children
dead, and himself virtually so. So in time
of great afiliction (Ezek. iii. 15). Depth of
Job’s calamity marked by that of his friends’
sympathy.—“ None spake a word unto him.”
True sympathy expressed by silence as well
as tears, Silence usual and becoming in
presence of deep distress (Lam. ii. 10). “A
reverence due to such prodigious woe”
[Sir R. Blackmore]. Unseasonable words
an aggravation of the sufferer’s grxef.2 Ehe
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friends confounded at Job’s calamity and
unable to speak to it. Ignorant as to the
cause, andapprehensive of Divine displeasure.
Prudence and skill required in administer-
ing consolation.— For they saw.” His
afiliction apparently much greater than they
had anticipated. The heart affected by the
eye. Good to place ourselves in the presence
of sorrow (Eee. vii. 2).— That his grief was
very great.” The stroke as heavy as it was
possible for Satan to inflict, and the grief
proporiionate. No siz for our feelings to
keep pace with God’s dealings.

fLessons from Job’s grief and the occasion
of it :—

1. God’s dearest children and most faithful
servants may be the subjects of deepest
suffering,

2. No part of piety to render the sou
insensible to calamity. I

3. The sudden removal of all earthly com-
forts possible, and to be prepared for.

4. Much of the sufferings of God’s ser-
vants the probable result of Satan’s malice.

5. Patience and submission to God’s will
consistent with the deepest grief.

Job in his deep distress a type of the
“Man of Sorrows.” His soul ““exceeding
sorrowful, even unto death.” In an agony,
prayed the more earnestly that the cup
might, if possible, pass from Him, yet meekly
submitteg. His bloody sweat, the result
of a frame like our own convulsed by
inward distress (Matt, xxvi. 37, 39; Luke
xxil, 44),

CHAPTER III
COMMENCEMENT OF FIRST GREAT DIVISION OF THE POEM.

Job’s bitter complaint and outburst of despondency—the more immediate occasion of the Con-
troversy between him and his friends.

I. Job breaks the prolonged silence
(verses 1, 2).

“After this,”—viz.: the visit of his
friends and the seven days’ silence.—““Job
opened his mouth.” Denoting—(1) freeness
of speech (Ezek. xvi. 62 ; xxix. 4); (2) earnest-
ness in speaking (Prov. xxxi. 5, 6; Is. lii. 7);
(8) deliberate and grave utterance (Ps. Ixxviii.
2; Prov. iii. 6). Orientals speak seldom, and
then gravely and sententiously. Job long
silent from his extraordinary calamity. Pro-
found grief shuts the mouth (Ps. Ixxvii. 4).
Pent up anguish now finds a yent. His
sufferings pr&ab]yincreasing‘ and his feelings
now irrepressible. Patient till God’s anger
seems to sink into his soul [Chrysostom].
Satan, to exasperate his feelings and depress
his spirits, now acts on his mind and imagina-
tion, both directly and through his disease.
The moment now arrived that Satan had been
waiting for. Uswally great danger in giving
vent fo pent up feelings. A double prayerful
watch then needed notto sinwith one’s tongue
(Ps. xxxix. i; exli. 3). Danger of speaking
rather from heat of passion than light of wis-
dom. Better for Job had he kept his mouth
close still [ Zrapp]. < FEither say nothing or
what is better than nothing”’ { Greek Proverd].
When God’s hand is on our back, our hand
should be on our mouth [Brookes].  The ma-
turily of grace proved by the management of the
tongue (Jam. iii. 2).—“Job spake and said.”
Every expression 1 Job’s speeches not to be
vingicate . The rashness of his language
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acknowledged by himself (ch. vi. 3). Job in
the end not only hushed but humbled for
what he had said (ch. xl. 5). In judging of his
language however we are to remember :—

1. The extremity of kis sufferings and the
depthof his distress.  His langnage extrava-
gant but natural. Stunned by his calamities.
Great sufferings naturally generate great pas-
sions. Job’s sufferings to be viewed in con-
nection with—(1) His high unblemished cha-
racter; (2) His previous long continued pros-
perity; (3) The prevalent ideas as to Divine
retribution.

2. The time of kis suffering also a time of
spiritual derkness. Satan’s permission ex-
tended to the mind as well as the body.
Mental confusion often the result of Satan’s
buffetings.  Times of outward trouble often
those also of inward conflict.

3. The period at which Job lived. Twilight
as compared with that of the Gospel. Topies
of consolation limited. No suffering Fore-
runner and Examgle to contemplate. Pros-
gects dim as regarded the future world. No

criptures with examples written for patience
and comfort.

4. The usually depressing nature of Job's
disease.

5. The fuct that the holiest saint is nothing
except as strengthened and upheld Ly Divine
grace,

6. Eren in Job’s complaint, no reproack is
utfered against either the Author or instru-
ments of his trouble,
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IL-Job curses the day of his birth
" (verses 1—3, &83‘; :

“Cursed his 2> Vilified, reproached,
and execrated the (fay of hisbirth. A different
word from that ini. 5, 11;ii. 5, 9; but the
proper Hebrew word for cursing. Wished it
to be branded as an evil, doleful, unhapl{)y day.
Similar language used by Jeremiah under less
trying circumstances (Jer. xx. 14—18). The
words mark :—

1. Sataw’s defeat.  Job curses his day ;
Satan expected him to curse his God. Under
law, Satan conquers; umder grace, suffers
defcat,

2. Job’s full. Thelanguage a contrast with
1. 21; ii. 10. A secret and indirect reflection
on Divine Providence. Job hitherto “a per-
fect man;* is he so now? (Jam. iii. 2). An
end seen to all human perfection (Ps. cxix.
96). A4 leliever’s fall consistent wifk final
conquest (Mic. vil. 8). Faith and patience
may both suffer echpse without perishing
(Luke xxii. 32). A sheep may f2// into the
mire, while a swine wallows in it [Brookes].
Satan’s sicve brings out the saint’s chaff. The
Seripture verified (Eccles. vii. 20; 1 Kings
viii. 46 ; Prov. xx. 9; Jam. iii. 2). The man
Christ Jesus the only Righteous One (1 John
il. 2). Tempted in all points, yet without
sin (Heb. iv. 15). The greatest sufferer, yet
His only cry: My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken me” (Matt. xxvii. 46). En-
dured anguish and temptation without abate-

" ment of love or trace of impalience. Thought
also of the day of Iis birth, but with thank-
fulness and praise (Ps. xxit. 9, 10).

3. The presence of the flesh in believers. In
ch. i. 21 and ii. 10, the Spiri¢ spoke in Job;
in iii. 3, &e., the flesh. The flesh in Job cursed
the day of his birth;
blessed God for the same thing (Ps. exxxix.
14—17).  T%e belicver is like Rebekak with
two nationsin her womd (Gen. xxv. 23). These
in perpetual conflict with each other (Gal. v,
17; Rom. vii. 25). Hence “ out of the same
niouth proccedeth blessing and cursing” (Jam.
iii. 10).

4. The folly and wickedness of sin. Foolish
to curse a day at all; wicked to curse one’s
birthday. Zrery day is God’s ercature; our
birthday, His ereature to us for good. Under
a dispeusation of mercy, every man’s birth-
day either a blessing, or may besuch. Present
misery not to obliterate Lhe remembrance of past
merey. The very thing which Job had formerly
reproved in his wife (ch. ii. 10).

5. The passionate vehemence of Job’s gricf.
Seen in the language and figures he employs.
Verse 5. ““Let darkness and the shadow of
death stain it.” Take away its beauty and
make it abominable; or rather, as the margin :
¢Claim it for its own;” takeit back and keep
entive possession of it. Allusion to primeval

the spirit in David

chaotic darkness (Gen. 1. 2). — “ Let a cloud
dwell upon it;’” or, “let a mass of clonds
pitch their tent over it.” The utterance of a
deeply moved and exeited spirit.  Words
similar in scnse heaped together to intensify
the idea. The eloquence of grief.—*TLet the
blackness of the day terrify it.”  Let what-
ever tends to obscure the day, as eclipses,
storms, elouds, hot winds, &c., make it dis-
mal-and frightful. The day on which Christ
suffered, thus * terrified,” not by a natural but
a supernatural darkness. ¢ Surely nature is
expiring, or the God of nature is suffering,”—
said on that solemn occasion by a heathen
philosopher.—Verse 6. ““Let it not come into
the number of the months ;”—let it disappear
from the calendar; be made to drop out of
memory and existence.—Verse 7. ““Let that
night ?e solitary,” ungladdened by a single
birth, and destitute of all social converse and
festivity. Returns to the night of his concep-
tion. Sublime accumulation of poetic figures
and tragic expressions.— “Let no joyful
noisc be heard thercin;” no song or sound
of mirth; no voice of natal or of nuptial
joy. Let it be devoted to the wail of
sorrow, or to deep perpetual silence.—
Verse 8. “Let them curse it that curse
the day,”—either hired mourners, astrologers,

or unhappy desperate persons; those accus-
tomed to execrate daylight, the day of some

special calamity, the day of their own birth,

or that of some friend’s death. All such to

be employed in execrating the day of Job’s

birth.—*“ Who are ready to raise up their

mounrning;” or rather, as in the margin,—
‘“to raisc up a Leviathan,”—the ecrocodile '
or other monster (Is. xxvii. ¥). Samec per-

sons described. Probable reference to some

popular superstition, or practice in lamenta-

tion and exccration. Job wishes his birth-

day to be exeerated by such persons in the

strongest and most cnergetic language.—

Verse 9. “ Neither let it sce the dawning

of the day.” The Iehrew full of poetic

heauty,—** Liet it not see the eyelids of the

morning.” No cheerful rays of morning

light glancing forth from the rising sun, to

succeed that baleful night. Picture of

eternal darkness. IHewven a nightless day,

hell « dayless night [ Trapp].

IIL. Joh wishes he had never been,
or had died when he hegan to live
(verse 11).

“Why died I not from the womb?”’ In
the impetuosity and perplexity of his spirit,
puts it in the form of a question. Questions
often asked by a troubled spirit in petulance
and rehellion. Tlhese questions among the
things confessed by Job with humiliation and -
repentance (ch. xlil. 6). ¢ God’s judgments a
great deep; and he who asks why, will be

b
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driven out on this deep, for there is no chart
to guide us [Beec/zerﬂ). That our times are
in God’s hand quieted David’s spirit, but
failed to quiet Job’s (Ps. xxxi. 15). Ob-
serve :—

1. Times may come when the sweefest truths
JSuil to comffort e child of God. Unbelief and
passion shut out the light and refuse to be
comforted.

Q. Job’s language the common lument of
Sullen and  suffering  hwmanity.  Heathen
philosopliy concluded that, in the view of
the troubles of life, the best thing is not to
be born at all; the next bhest is, to get out
of the world as soon as possible.

3. Job’s question unanswerable but for the
birth in Bethlehem. Better not to have been
born at all, if not dorz again. With a
Saviour provided and offered, our birth either
a blessing, or might be. Under an economy
of grace, life spared in mercy (Lam. iii, 22;
2 Pet. iii. 15).

4. A solemn question for each, Why did I
not die from the womb? Life invested with
the most solemn responsibilities. A solemn
thing to die, perhaps more so to lize. Im-
portant and mysterious purposes connected
with each one’s life. The babe in the
mother’s arms may prove a Moses, a David,
or a Paul. “What will ever come of it?”
said one to Franklin in reference to the first
discovered balloon. “What will ever come
of that #”* replied Franklin, pointing to a baby
in its cradle. Job ignorant, when he asked
the question, that his name should become
a synonymn for suffering patience.

IV. Job deserihes the grave and state
of the dead (verses 13—19).

The deseription grand, tragic, and poetical.
Given according to ontward appearance and
in relation to earthly experience.

Death and the Grave.

1. Deatkh « state of quiet sleep (verse 13).
A sleep as regards the animal frame. Gives
the grave an attractiveness in a world of
tumult and sorrow. Death a boon in such a
world. The churchyard a hallowed resting
ﬁlace, where—*The rude forefathers of the

amlet sleep.” Only sin disturbs this
beautiful idea. Sin plants thorns and deadly
nightshade among roses and evergreens.
Jesus takes away the sting of death, and makes
the grave a bed of rest. The death of a
believer pre-eminently a sleep (1 Cor. xv.51
1 Thess. iv. 14; v. 10). The sleep in Jesus
tl'%llowed by a blessed awaking (1 Thess. v.

)E

2. The grave a place of generat rendezvous
(verses 14,16,19). *The small and great,”
—i;fants that never saw the light, with kings
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and their counsellors of state, all gather in
the common ante-room of the grave, waiting
the resurrection summons. the great
cemetery of Cairo,the magnificent mansoleums
of the caliphs are mingled with the humble
graves of the poor. Common receptacle for
“the wise and foolish, cowards, and the
brave.”

3. A place of absolute equality (verse 19).
“The small a{d great arg thefg 3 ohar, ffare
there the same.” On the same level, and
in the same condition. The bones of the

rince undistinguished in the charnel-house
rom those of the peasant. * Daust to dust ™
pronounced over the coffin of the monarch
as well as that of the pauper. The burial
place of Alexander the Great shown in an
obscure corner in Alexandria. Tle only
distinction in the nex! world delermined by
our character and conduct in this.

4. A place where the wicked ceuse from
their oppression (verses 17, 18). The grave
an effectnal check to the wrongs of the
tyrant, the slave-owner, and the perse-
cutor. Herod smitten in the midst of
his murders and eaten up of worms (Acts
xii. 23).

5. A place of rest for the suffering and
weary (verses 17—19). “The prisoners
rest together;”—hearing no more *“ the cruel
vQice nor sounding rod.”  Prisoners in the
gold mines of Egypt, like slaves in more
recent times, were driven to their work by
the lash, their taskmasters being barbarian
soldiers, who spoke a foreign Tanguage.—
“The servant is free from his master.”
Slavery viewed as, in most cascs, worse
than death. Tomake the repose of the grave
real and complete was the mission of Jesus,
(Matt. xi. 28). The true restin death taught
in Heb. iv. 9; Rev. xiv. 13. The grave a
sweet resting place only to those who have
found rest in Christ. To believers, a place
of rest—(1) From the cares and troubles of
life; (2) From the oppression of man and
the buffetings of Satan; (3) From the burden
of a carnal and sinful nature; (4) From the
conflict with sin and the flesh; (5) From

ainful labours in the service of Christ and
Bumanity. Do your work, and_God will scnd
you to rest in good time [ Trapp).

6. A4 place exhibiting the vanily of earthly
glory and riches (verse 14). Kingsand coun-
sellors of the earth among the tenants of the
tomb (Is. xiv. 6; Ez xxxil. 21, &c.). “Earth’s
proudest triumphs end in ‘ Here he lies.’”
“This” (a shroud fastened and carried at the
top of a lance by his own command),  this
is all that remains to Saladin the Great of all
his glory.” ¢ Conguer the whole earth, and
in a few days such a spot as this (six feet of
earth) will {’)e all you have” [Constantine the
Great to a miser].” All the glory of Napoleon
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dwindled down to a pair of military boots,
which he insisted on having on when dying.
Death and corruption mock ‘“the pride of
heraldry and the pomp of power.” The
bodies of Egyptian kings and statesmen
embalmed and preserved for thousands of
years. Wealth and art may preserve the
body’s form, but neither its life nor beauty.
—“Which built desolate places for them-
selves.” Only .#Zaf. Their gain and glory
for which they laboured, only a desolution.
Palaces to become ruins,—pyramids and
mansoleums to be rifled of their conténts.
The ruins of Cesar’s Golden Palace at Rome
now partly covered with a peasant’s garden ;
those of Cleopatra’s palace at Alexandria
scarcely distinguishable. The great pyra-
mid at Ghizel still standing, but shorn of its
original beauty. The marble casing stripped
from its sides to adorn a neighbouring ecity.
Its granite sarcophagus, once containing the
dust of Cheops, its royal founder, long empty.
In the second pyramid, the body of its
founder, Cephren, discovered a few years ago
and brought to England. The Egyptian
tombs themselves usually built in or near a
desert. These tombs generally built on a
scale of great extent and magnificence.
Often hewn out of the solid rock and highly
deeorated. The rock-hewn tombs at Thebes
about two miles in extent. Of the pyramids
at Ghizeh, the largest occupies an area of
13 acres; the second 11. The whole one
solid mass of masonry, with a small chamber
or two in the centre. The height of the
Great Pyramid, 479 feet, or 119 higher than
St. Paul’s Church in London. These pyra-
mids built by the kings themselves, and for
themselves. Begun at their accession, en-
larged each suceesssive year of their reign,
and closed, as if for ever, at their death.
More care bestowed by the Egyptians on
their tombs than on their dwellings. In
Persia, royal sepulchres, apart from others,
cut out high up in the face of steep cliffs.
Shebna’s vanity (Is. xxii. 16). Some take
more care about their sepulchres than their
souls [Curyl]. Aheathen poet says: “ Light
is the loss of a sepulchre;” but wko can
caleulate the loss vof a soul ? (Matt. xvi. 26).
—(Verse 15).  With princes that had gold.”
Had gold. Their riehes a thing of the past.
Their gold unable to bribe away death.
—“Who filled their houses with silver,”
whieh should rather have filled the Awigry.
Gold and silver often preserved to he a
witness against its possessor. Treasure
heaped together for the last days (Jam, v. 3).
Perga s ordered by the possessors to be de-
positeg with them in their tombs, also called
their Aowses (Is. xxii. 16 ; xiv. 18, 19). Its
presence there a bitter mockery, its former
possessor able neither to use nor recoguize it.

IV. Job complains that life is con-
tinued to the suffering and sorrowing
(verse 20.)

“ Wherefore is light given to them that
are in misery?” &e. A tacit reflection on
his Maker’s goodness, justice, and wisdom.
Another of those things that Job repented
of “in dust and ashes,” (v. 26).

Life

Wisely and graciously continued even to
sufferers. ¢

1. If unprepared for death, the sufferer is
spared in merey for such preparation. Death
to the unprepared the harbinger of death
eternal. Kn infinitely greater evil to be cuf
off in sin than to be spared in suffering. The
life of nature mercifully continued, that the
life of grace may be obtained /ere, and the
life of glory hereafter.

2. It prepared, the sufferer’s life is con-
tinued for various wise and gracious pur-
poses.

(1) For proof and trial of his state. Suf-
fering a touchstone of sincerity. Agliction
the fire that tries the moral metal of the soul.
God uses not seales to weigh our graces, but
a fouchstone to try them [Broo/::e‘%.

(2:) For further sunctification. Afflietions
God’s_goldsmiths. The rising waves lifted
the ark nearer heaven. Affliction the Chris-
tian man’s divinity. Deepens repentance
for sin, the cause of all suffering. Promotes
the exercise of Christian graces, especially
meekness, patience, and submission. Even
Christ learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. Trials develope and strengthen
Christian character. Each succeeding wave
hardians the oyster-shell that encloses the

earl.

(3.) For enhancement of future glory and
kappiness. As we suffer with Christ we
shall be glorified with him. Labour makes
rest sweeter and the crown brighter.

4.) For the lenefit and edification of
others. Suffering meekly borne by a believer
exhibits the sustaining power of grace and so
encotirages others. The believer’s lamp often
trimmed afresh at a fellow-chiristian’s siek bed.
Christian animated to persevere through the
Valley of the Shadow of Death by the sound
of Farthful’s voice before him. Four hundred
persons converted to Christ by witnessing
Ceecilia’s demeanour under suffering.

(5.) For the glory of Ilim who is both the
Author and Iinisker of fuith. Affliction
meekly endured exhibits the faithfulness and
love of God, and so leads both ourselves and
others to praise Him (Is. xxiv. 15; 1 Pet.
1. 7)—Suffering a &lessing to society, and
one of its regenerating forces. Tends to
humble pride and check evil-doers. Exh2i§its
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the evil of sin, the vanity of the world, and
the certainty of death. Affords room for
the exereise of sympathy, compassion, and
benevolence. Gives scope to self-sacrifice,
the noblest form of humanity.

Y. Job expresses his longing for
death (verse 21).

“Which long for death, &ec.” Said to
be espeeially true of those who laboured in
the gold mines of Egypt. A peeuliar feature
of Job's disease. Probably suieide the tempta-
tion presented to him by Satan through his
wife. Suicide Sutaw’s recipe jfor the ills of
humanity. Job longs for death but is kept
by grace from doing anything to procure it.

Death.

Our time in God’s hand, not our own.
He is ill fitted o die who is unwilling to live.
Physical death only a blessing to him who
has been delivered from spirixal death, and
so secured against death efermal. Death a
monster only to be safely encountered when
deprived of his sting. His terrors only
quenched in the blood of Christ. Death
only to be desired—(1.) When our work is
done; (2.) When .God pleases to eall us;
(3.) That we may be freed from sinj (4.) That
we may be with Christ (Phil. i. 23). 7o
bear life's burden well is better than to be
delivered from if. Graee makes a man willing
to live, amidst life’s greatest privations
and sufferings ; willing to die, amidst its
greatest enjoymenis and comforts— And it
cometh not” The extreme of misery to
desire death and not be able to find it (Rev.
ix. 6). The misery of the damned. Znd/ess
existence the crown of hell’s torments. Salted
with fire (Mark, ix. 49). The firs¢ death
drives the soul out of the body ; the misery of
the second death 1s, that 1t keeps the soul
in it

VI. Job plaintively dwells on his sad
condition (verse 23). :

Describes himself as “ A man whose way
is hid, and whom God hath hedged in,”—
visited with troubles which he cannot under-
stand, and from which he sees no way of
escape. 1%e soul in darkness misieads all
God’s dealings, and only looks on the dark
side. Satan had said of Job what Job here
says of himself, but with greater truth.
Satan truly but enviously viewed God as
hedging Job round with profection und bless-
ing ; Joh views God as unkindly hedging him
round with darkness and trouble. Joh ascribes
to God what was really done by Safzn with
God’s permission, or by God only at Satan’s
wstigation. The memory of past good too
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often obliterated by the experience of present
evil.—Represents his present calamities as
the realisation of his worst fears (verse 25).
“The thing whieh I greatly fcared is come
uponme.” A tender conscience fears reverses
in the height of prosperity, and in conse-
quence of it. A fall after great felicity an
instinet of liuman nature. Paulus Emilius,
a Roman general, on the death of his two
sons immediately after an unusually splendid
triumph, said: “I have always had a dread
of fortuue; and because in the eourse of
this *war she prospered every measurc of
mine, the rather (Fid I expect that some
tempest would follow so favourable a gale.”
A wise man feareth, but a fool rageth and
is confident”” (Prov. xiv. 16).

Fear of the T'uture.

Apprechension of future evil right and pro-
fitable—

(1.) When it preserves from carnal and

eareless security (Ps. xxx. 6, 7); (2.) When
it incites to the use of right means to
revent it (Prov. xiv. 16); (8.) When it
eads us to prepare for it by seeking
strength to endure it; (4.) When it arises
from the eonviction of the uncertainty of
earthly good (Prov. xxvii. 24); (5.) When
it produces earnestness in securing a better
anrf enduring portion (Matt. vi. 20); (6.)
When it leads to fidelity in the improvement
of present benefits.

Such appreliension wrong and hurtful ;—

(1.) When arising from undue auxiety
about the continuance of present mereies;
(2.) When attended with anxiety and dis-
trust ahout the future (Phil iv. 6); (3.)
When preventing the thankful enjoyment of
present blessings (Ecel. ii. 23, 24); (4.)
When leading to undue means to preserve
them.

Apprekension and freedom from securily no
precention of the enil (verse 26).  “ Yet
trouble. eame.” Learn— (1) Prayer and
piely are no security against trouble. God
has not promised to preserve his people from
trouble, but to suppors them dn it; (2) Ao
humar caition or foresight is able to secure
men against calamity. 'The race not to the
swift nor the baitle to the strong. (3) Zo
sit loose to earthly comforts is the best way to
retain them, or to bear their removal. To
God’s people no trouble comes wasent, or
without « blessing in its besom. Trouble in
the believer’s inventory (1 Cor. iii. 21, 22).
Among the “all things® that work together
for his good (Rom. viii. 28). Unable to sepa-
rate him from Christ’s love (Rom. viii. 39).
The storm makes the traveller wrap himself
more closely in his mantle.
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Trouble and its Uses to the Believer.

To believers trouble is,—

1. Purifying. Affliction is God’s furnace
for purging away our dross; his thorn for
piercing through our pride. The Jews elung
to idols till they were earried captive to
Babylon, The three captives lost nothing
in the furnace but their onds.

2. Preservative. Often preserves from
greater evils. Augustine missed his way,
and so eseaped intended wmischief. Z%e
Clristian’s armour rusts in time of peace.
Salt brine preserves from putrefaction.

3. Iructifying. Afllietion makes both fra-
rant and fruitful. God’s rod, like Aaron's
uds, blossoms, and bears almonds. Flowers

smell sweetest after a shower. Vines said
to bear the better for bleeding. Believers
often most internally fruitful when most
cxternally afflicted. Manasseh’s ehain more
profitable to him then his erown. Many
trees grow .better in the shade than the
sunshine.

4. Teacking. Trouble teaches by expe-
rience. God’s rod a speaking ome. At
eventide light. Stars shine when the sun

Eoes down. Some scriptures not understood
r Luther till he was in afflietion. God’s
house of eorrection His school of instruction.

5. Brings consolation. Suffering times
often the believer’s singing times. Songs in
the night. As our tribulations in Christ, so
our eonsolations, Every stone thrown at
Stephen drove him nearer to Christ. Ja-
cob’s most blessed sleep when he had only
stones for his pillow. Paul's swectest
epistles written when a prisoner at Rome.
The most of Heaven seen by John when a
lonely exile ai Patmos. The darker the eloud
the brighter the rainbow. "God’s presence
ehanges tlie furnace of trialinto a fire of joy.
God’s rod, like Jonathan's staff, brings honey
on its point. ~

6. Conforms us fo Christ. God had one
son without sin, but none without suffering.
All His members to be conformed to His
suffering image, though some resemble Him
more than others [ Rutkerford].

7. Is the way to the Kingdom. Afflietion
only a dark passage to our Father’s house,—
a dya.rk lane to.a royal palace. The short
storin that ends in an everlasting calm
[ Brookes].

CHAPTER 1IV.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN JOB AND I,
THREE FRIENDS. A

First Course of the Speeches. First Dialogue,—Eliphaz and Job.

First Speech of Eliphaz.

Eliphaz censures Job for his impatience,
and hints ot sin as the cause of his suffering.
Verse 1. “Then Eliphaz the Temanite,” &ec.
First of the three n age and experience.
The mildest of Job’s aecusers, and superior
to the rest in disecernment and delicacy. His
tone friendly and modest, but pours vinegar
rather than oil on Job’s wounds.
man of the elass of Solomon, Heman, and
Ethan (1 Kings, iv. 30, 31). Maintains that
no innoeent person is ever left to perish
(verse 7). Hisstatements sound inthemselves,
but false in their application. His speech
the produet of a genuine, pious, wise man
of the east. Characterized by the legalit,
and narrowness of the age in which he lived.
Sadli)]7 wanting in sympathy and heart.
FEliphaz immensely Job’s inferior in intelli-
genee, though his superior in age.

1. Introduction (verse 2).

“Tf we assay,” &c. Begins with gentle-
ness and courtesy, Reproof fo be given, not

A wise

only with love in the heart, but lenderness on
the tongue. The razor cuts cleanest when
whetted with oil. Tenderness espeeially due
to sufferers.— Wilt thou be grieved,” or
“take it ill? ¥ As difficult to geat reproof
in trouble as it is to give it. Patiently fo
bear reproof, the sign of an honest, if not a
gracious heart (Prov. xvi..32). Next to
the not deserving of a veproof is the well
taking of it [Bishop Hall). No little grace
required to say “Let the righteous smite
e, it shall be a kindness” (Ps. exli. 5).—
“But who can withhold himself,” &c. The
reason of his speaking. Compelled by con-
science. Good to speak aud aet only from
conviction of duty. ~ Care to be taken, how-
ever, that that conviction be an enlightened
one. Compulsion from our own spirit not
to be mistaken for impulsion from God’s.
DBetter not to speak at all than not to speak
to the purpose.

I1. The Reproof. Contains—1. A festi-
mony fo Job's past character and conduct,
(v. 3,4). “Thou hast instructed many,’g’ gzc.
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Job’s conduct to others in similar circumstan-
ces to his own. ‘““‘Instructed,”’—¢“strength-
cned,” ““upheld.”—Nobletestimony—(1.) To
his sympathy and warmih of heart ; (2.) To
his wisdom and intelligence—**hast instruct-
ed” ; (3.) To his zeal and self-denying activity
on behalf of others—instructed many”’;
(4.) To lis experience in the things of God,
fitting him for a spiritual comforter. Job’s
character not merely one of uprighiness and
integrity, but of kindness and benevolence.
Eliphaz endorses the testimony —a “perfect?’
as well as an “upright” man. Does this,
however, less to praise his past, than to cen-
sure his present conduet. Confirms Job’s
own testimony of himself (xxix. 13, &e.;
xxx. 25). Job the opposite of a selfish
character. Improved his prosperity and
influence for the comfort and benefit of
others. A true priest and minister to the
neighbourhood in which he lived. Not,only
prayed and sacrificed for others, but imparted
1nstruction and consolation 7o them. Not
only feared God Zimself, but sought to lead
others to do the same. Sought to stimulate
to duty and to strengtlien under trial. Per-
formed for those in trouble the part of
Jonathan to David (1 Sam. xxiii. 16). His
conduct enjoined as-a New Testament duty
(Is. xxxv. 3; Heb. xii. 12). Practised by
Christians as % New Testament grace (Rom.
xv. 14; 1 Cor. xvi. 15; Heb.vi. 10; 1 Thess.
v. 11). The work and ministry of Christ
himself, Job’s antitype (Is. xlii. 3 Ixi. 1-3).
Instruction placed firs#, as the means and
foundation of the rest. The word of truth
the medium o be employed in healing sick
and wounded spirits (Ps. evil, 20).
Christian Ministry
Especially one of instruction and consola-
tion (Is. x1. 12). Requires an enlightened
mind, a tender heart, and a gracious tongue.
Abundant room for such a ministry in a sin-
ning and suffering world. Dark minds, weak
hands, and tottering knees to be met with
everywhere. The fecble, the falling, and
the fallen, the church has with it always.
The whole creation travailing together in
pain; and believers, with the first fruits of
the Spirif, groaning within themselves (Rom.
viil. 22, 23). Cases especially requiring
such a ministry :—1. Agliction, personal or
domestic; 2. Bereavement; 3. Temporal
losses and misfortunes ; 4. Persecution and
cruel treatment from others; 5. Spiritual
darkness and temptation ; 6. Sorrow and
contrition for sin ; 7. Infirmities of age and
approaching dissolution. Till tears are
wiped away, and hearts cease to ache, and
sin no longer desolates, cvery believer has a
mission in this world” [ Beecker]. Grounds
of ;gnsolation and support in the character

and truth of God (1 Sam. xxiii, 16. The
Old and New Testameunts the storehouse of
Divine consolations (Rom. xv. 4). Lamen-
tations iil., Romans viil., and Hebrews xii,
especially rich in such topics. The believer
and well-instructed scribe to be always
ready to draw out of this treasury (Matt.
xiii. 52).—Topies of consolation in time of
trouble and affliction :—(1.) The character
of God, as compassionate and feithful ; (2.)
The Zard of God in all our zgﬂz’ctions;
(3.) God’s gracious purposes in sending trou-
ble; (4.) The shortuess and li_r//ztness?f afflic-
tion as compared with the *eternal weight
of glory” for which it is preparatory; (5.)
The promises of pardon, grace, guidance,
provision, and protection to the end; (6.)
Christ Himself as our Redeemer, in whom
we have all things; (7.) His exemple as a
sufferer ; (8.) His sympathy in our apfliction.

Q. The censure. “ Butnow,” &e. Tocom-
mend with a “but >’ is a wound rather than
a consolation [Zvepp]. Christ’s reproofs,
liowever, sometimes given with such a “but >
(Rev. ii. 14).—“Now it is come npon thee,”
—viz., trouble. Storms prove the ship’s
seaworthiness.—“And thou faintest.” Same
word as in verse 2, rendered * grieved.”
An unfecling reproach. Eliphaz a sorry
imitator of what he had just commended in
Job. Forgets the unprecedented character
of Job’s sufferings. Charges him with being
either a pretender to the virtue he had nof,
or a neglector of what he had. Job’s anti-
type similarly taunted,—*“He saved others,”
&c. (Matt. xxvil. 42). Yet suggests an
important truth both for Christians and minis-
ters.

Ministerial Consistency.

Heed to be taken not to preach to others
without practising ourselves. The people’s
ears not to be holier than the preacher’s
heart. Jewish Rabbies condemned for
teaching others whilst not teaching them-
selves (Rom. ii. 21).  Self application of en-
forced truth the preacher’s duty as well as the
people’s.  The exhortation of the Zips to be
seconded by the testimony of the Zife. Present
doings not to shame former suyings [Lrapp).
One said of Erasmus, ¢ There is more of
Christ’s soldierin his &ook than in his dosom.”
The easiest thing to give good counsel, the
hardest to act on it. Self application of
Divine truth man’s duty, but God’s gift.
Sustaining grace needed by the strongest as
well as the weakest. The saddest fall, that
““ when a standard bearer fainteth” (Is. xvi.
18). To “faint” in the day of adversity
proves our strength is small (Prov. xxiv. 10).
The believer’s duty to doeack day’s work with
Christian diligence, and to bear each day’s
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cross with Christian patience. The charge of
Eliphaz though not the kindest, yet true.
Job had both “fainted,”” and was *troubled,”
or confounded. The language of chap. ii.
a sad eontrast to that of chap. i. and ii.
The shield of faith vilely cast away. How
is the mighty fallen \—Fuith and patience in
the greatest saints subject to eclipse. Job
had with Peter walked on the water ; but
now, with Peter, begins fo sink in it.—Ix-
constuncy written on all creature-excellence.
Only One able to say I change not,” (Mal.
iil, 6). David’s mountain stands strong till
God hides His face, and he is troubled (Ps.
xxx. 7). Job to learn that his own strength
is weakness, and that his righteousness is of
God and not of himself. The strong man
must glory only n fhe Lord (eh. xxix. 20 ;
Jer. ix. 23, 24). Job, like Paul, to be shorn
of his strength, that the power of Christ
may rest upon him (2 Cor. xii. 9). Ouly he
who waits on the Lord renéws his strength,
so as to walk withont fainting (Is. xI. 31).
In spite of dashing waves the limpet
elings to the rock through its own emptiness.
—(Verse 6). “Is not this thy fear,” &ec.
Apparently a crucl charge of hypoerisy.
Probably, however, not so decided and di-
rect as appears in our version. Perhaps
more correctly read: “Is not thy fear [of
God] thy confidence, and thy hope, the up-
righiness of thy ways?” That is, “Should
it not be so?” Doctrine: 4 man’s religion
ought to give lim confidence in time of trouble.
Like his former statement, the question of
Eliphaz a testimony to Job’s piety. An en-
dorsement of -ch. i, 1, Job admitted to
have been distinguished for his fear of God
and integrity of life. The only question now,
“TIs it real ¥ Tliphaz begins to suspect it.
—The *“fear of God’> another word for reli-
gion. That fear, when genuine, coupled with
“uprightness” of life. Trwe religion cver
accompanied with ils {win-sister, morality.
True piety ought to give ‘“confidence” in
regard to the present, and ““hope”’ in regard
to the future. The words of Eliphaz a great
truth falsely applied. The 46th Psalm an
exemplification of that truth. Habakkuk’s
Song another (Hab. iii. 17, 18). Tor this
resxlx1 t, however, the fear of God to be coupled
wit

Faith in God.

Job’s fear of God uushaken, but his fwitk
in God beclonded. A past religious and
moral life in itself not sufficient to stay the
mind in trouble. The peace of God that
keeps the heart and mind, the result of /it
i Jesus Christ (Phil. iv. 7). Not ablameless
or God-fearing life, but a mind stayed on
God and trusting in Ilim, keeps the soul in
perfect peace (Is. xxvi. 3). Such a #rust,

however, the usual outcome and accompani-
ment of such a Zife, Faith iz God, and the
fear of God make the soul triumph in every
trouble. ¢ Let us sing the 46th Psalm, and
let them do their worst” [Luther, when threa-
tened by enemies]. My father is at the
helm,” enough to quiet the soul in every
storm.  ‘“He has nothing to fear who has
Caesar for his friend” (Seneca]. For Casar,
substitute Clrist.  The privilege of believers,
eayle-like, to hold on their career through
storms and lempests. “The righteous is as
bold as a lion,” 7. e., with faith in exercise.
Job’s faith, like that of the disciples, tested
in a storm and found defective (Mark iv.
40). Sometimes, however, breaks throngh
the eloud, and triumphs over all opposition
(xxiil. 10; xvi, 19; xix, 25—-27; xiii. 15).
There are times when the believer’s fuith is
scarcely able 4o keep head above water.

III. Exhortation, with veiled Reproof
(verse 7).

“Remember, I pray thee,” &c. Skilfully
ambiguons. May serve either for convic-
tion or consolation. History a useful teacher,
but requires iutelligence to read its lessons.
The part of true wisdom to mark, record,
and 1mprove God’s dealings in Providence
(Ps. evil. 43). Iis works made to be re-
membered (Ps. exi. 4). Asapl’s and David’s
conduet in times of trouble (Ps. Ixxvii, 11,
12; exliii. 5).—“Whoever perished being’
innocent #  Literally: “Who is that inno-
cent person who hath perished ?”  Asks for
any such known example. Eternity not in
view. ¢ Perished’’ by some signal judgment.
“Cut off” hy some sudden -catastrophe.
Reference to Job’s own case. Job xof yet
“cut off ;”” hence consolation in the question.
The innocent “cast down but not destroyed.”
Paul’s experience (2 Cor. iv. 9; vi. 9).
David’s (Ps. Ixxi. 20). Job all but “cut
off ;» lence the question for comviction.
Can Job be an innocent person? No such
person has ever perished. No example, ac
cording to Eliphaz, of a godly man eut off
by any signal judgment or overwhelming
catastrophe. The opposite side maintained
by Job. The godly fall with the ungodly
(ch ix. 22, 23). Same truth taught, Eec.
ix. 2, 3; Bz, xxi. 3. The godly often suffer
while the wicked prosper (xil. 5, 6; xxi. 7;
Ps. Ixxiii. 3, 12). The first recorded death
of a believer a violent and bloody one. Saints
at times “killed all the day long,” and their
“blood shed like water” (Ps. xliv. 22;
Ixxix. 3). Paul glories in the long martyr-
roll of the O/d Testament, as the cﬁureh 1as
since donc in that of the New (Heb. xi.
35-37). 'Thousands of the faithful “cut off”
in the persecution of Antiochus Epiplé&;.)nes
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(Dan. xi. 33). Still, Job’s case an unusual
one,and not belonging to any of these classes.
His crushing ca%amxties apparently direct
from the hand of God. Everything seemed
to proclaim him an object of the Divine
anger. “God smites, hence there is guilt,”—
an instinet of humanity (Acts, xxviii, 3, 4).
Hence the suspicion of his friends, and Job’s

own perplexity (ch. xiii. 24 ; xvi. 9—14; xix.-

10, 11). Fuaith has often a hard battle to
JSight against appearances and carnal reasoning.
Job’s friends instead of aiding his buffeted

and sometimes staggering faith, Lelp his un- *

belief. Their object, to make him out, and
bring him to acknowledge himself to be,
other than he had appes.reéz. The experience
of Job a foreshadowing of that of Jesus (Is.
liii, 3, 4; Matt. xxvii. 43, 46).

Y. Eliphaz adduces his own observa-
tion for Job’s conviction (verse 8).

“Even as'I have seen.” Useful jfor the
preacher to sulstantiate his arguments and
appeals by facts of kis own observation,

Sin and its Consequences.

1. Sin. “They that plough iniquity,”—
practise wrong,especially in relation to others.
A cruel thrust at Job, as if this had been his
character, and that for which he was now
suffering.  “ Plough ™ iniquity—practise it
carefully, industriously, painfully, perse-
*veringly, and with expectation of profit
(Prov. xxii. 8 ; Hos. viii. 7 ; vi.13. Sinners
sorc labourers (Prov. xvi. 17; Is. lix. 5;
Jer. ix. 5). Satan the worst master ; keeps
his servants at hard work with miserable
wages.—** And sow wickedness,” or ‘‘mis-
chief ; "—continue to Frosecute wicked and
oppressive schemes. Tiie character of tyrants
to oppress others with the view of enriching
themselves. Siz gradval and progressive.
One sin prepares the way for another. Plough-
ing prepares for sowing. The sinner urged
on to persevere in sin. One sin to be fol-
lowed by another, iz order to gain the result,
as ploughing by sowing. “Evil men and
seducers wax worse and worse ” (2 Tim.
itl. 13). Sin is never at a stay ; if we do not
retreat from it, we adrvance in it [ Barrow).

2. 1ts consequences. “‘Reapthe same;” (1.)
The [ﬁoﬁt of their sin. (2.) The punishment of
it. Retribution corresponding with the sin,
constantly recognised in the Bible (Is. xxxiii.
1; Rev. xiil. 10 ; Matt. vii. 2; Jam. ii. 13).
Exemplified in Adonibezek (Jud. i. 7); and in
the persecutors of the church (Rev. xvi. 6).
The Egyptians, who drowned Israel’s infants
in thezi‘l e, are themselves drowned in the
Red Sea. Countries distinguished for per-
secution, as Spain with its Inquisition, and
France with its Bartholomew Massacre, dis-
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tingnished also for the Lorrors of bloody .
revolutions and civil wars. Charles IX. of
France, who ordered the Massacre of 1575,
expired in a bloody sweat, exclaiming, * What
blood! What murders! What shall I
do? I am lost for ever” Under God's
government, sin followed by suffering as a
body by its shadow (Num. xxxii. 23). Men
constantly sowing either to the flesh or the
spirit (Gal. vi. 7, 8). The crop according
to the seed.

(Ver. 9). The fate of the prosperous wicked. .
Cruelly held forth by Eliphaz as if to terrify
Job and identify his case with theirs. The
case of Job and his children terribly resem-
bling it.  Zrutk misapplied assumes the nature
and produces the cffect of crror. ¢ By the
blast (or breath) of God they perish.” 4
mere breath of God sufficient for the destruc-
tion of the ungodly. *Thou didst blow with
thy wind,” sung over the ruin of Pharaoh’s
lost and of the Spanish Armada.  Z%e whiri-
wind that overthrows the dwelling and wrecks
the ship, but the breath of the Almighty. The
\n'ckeé) driven away by God’s breath as so
much dust or chaff before the wind (Ps. i. 4).
The breath that made the world can as easily
destroy it (Ps. xxxiii, 6).—*“By the breath
of lis nostrils are they consumed,” like vege-
tation scorched and burnt up by the hot wind
of the desert (Jer. iv. 11; Ez. xvii. 10;
Hos. xiii. 15). The life of the ungodlyis—
(1.) Laborious and painful in its efforts ; (2.)
Often prosperous for a time in ifs results ;
3.) Miserable in its end. * Consumed,” by
Divine judgments in this life, or by the
experience of His wrath in the life to come.
The former mainly intended by Eliphaz, with-
ont exclusion of the latter. True, as to
what frequently happens. Examples,—the
Antediluvians, and the Cities of the Plain.
Its wunmiversality implied by Eliphaz, but
denied by Job (ch. xxi. 7—14; xii. 6). Sen-
tence against an evil work not always speedily
cxecuted (Ece. viil. 11). Some wicked
men punished here, to save God’s providence ;
only some to save his patience and promise
of future judgment [Augustine]. The pre-
servation of the ungodly only a reserva-
tion. God’s forbearance mno acquitance.
Divine justice slow but sure. Has leaden
heels but iron hands. The longer in draw-
ing the arrow, the deeper the wound.
[ Brookes.]

(Verse 10). Same truth poetically set forth
under another figure. *“The roaring of the
lion and the voice of the fierce lion,”—supply
“is silenced.” The fhreatening of the rick
oppressor and the terror inspired by it come to
an end. “Lions” used in Seripture as the
symbol of cruel and rapacious men (Ps. Ivii.
4; Jer. 1. 17; Zeph. iii. 3). The figure
common in Arab poetry for the rich and
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powerful. Furnished by the deserts of
Arabia in which Eliphaz lived. The refer-
ence cruelly intended by him to Job and his
three sons,—*“ The teeth of the young lions
are broken.” The meuns of wicked men’s
doing mischief and practising oppression uiti-
mately taken from them. 'The teeth of the
tyrant and persecutor sooner or later hroken.
Examples :—Belshazzar (Dan. v. 22, 30);
Herod (Acts xii. 23); Nero (2 Tim. iv.17).

Heartless allusion to the condition of Job

and his family.—(Verse 11). “The old lion
perisheth.” Varions aspects, and perhaps
species, of the lion indicated. Usual with
Arab 1poets to express the same thing by
several synonymous terms; each, however,
with a variety of idea. Varions forms and
degrees of wickedness, and various classes
of persequtors and oppressors; as lions
differ in ferocity, age, and strength. Com-
mon witk Scripture to represent moral
character urder the figure of various animals :
cruelty by the lion and bear; rapacity by
the wolf and the leopard ; subtlety by the
fox and the serpent; uncleanness by the
swine and the dog ; innocence by the dove;
meekness by the Tamb; industry by the ant.
Some animals with natures and habits for
imitation, others the reverse. The inferior
creatures, in the variely of their nalures and
habits, the divinely-constituted symbols of the
various characters and dispositions of men.
The natural world a Divine mirror of the
moral and spiritual.

VI. The vision (verse 12).

“Now a thing was secrctly brought to
me,” &e. The vision related by Eliphaz :—
(1.) To gain authority to his own reasoning
and doctrine; (2.) To reprove Joh’s mur-
muring, and sinful ‘reflection on the Divine
procedure; (3.) To humble his apparent
self-righteousness, and convince him he was
a sinner. The doctrine of the vision true
but misapplied by the narrator. Visions
frequently aﬁ'ordeg in patriarchal times inthe
absence of a written revelation (ch. xxxiii.
15, 16). Oune of the “ divers manners”
(Heb. 1. 1). Such communications given
“secretly,” in the absence of other parties,
-(Dan. x. 7, 8). Eliphaz probably awake
and revolving past midnight visions,—in
fhoughts,” &c. The deseription allowed to
excel all others of a similar kind in sublimity
and horror. Sublime without being obscure,
circumstantial without being mean [Kiffo].
Wonderful grouping of impressive ideas.
Midnight—solitude—deepsilence—approach
of the spectre—its gliding and flitting motion
—its shadowy, unrecognisable form—its final
stationary attitude—the voice—the awful
silence broken by the solemn question of the
spirit—the chill horror of the spectator—

trembling in all his limbs—the hair of his
body standing up from fear. Muck more
connected with the earth than is ordinarily
visible. Man surrounded with a countless

_invisible population of intelligent creatures.

“Myriads of spiritual beings walk the
earth ”” [Milton). Man an object of infense
interest both to good and bad spirits.
Communieation with the spirit world at
present confined within narrow limits ; partly
through our physical nature, still more
through our fallen condition. Man in his
present state naturally alarmed at spiritual
and supernatural appearances (Dan. x. 7, 8).
Special strength required to endure snch
appearances and receive such . communica-
tions (Dan. x. 17—19). Flesh-and blood
unable to inherit the kingdom of God
@ Cor. xv. 50). Man’s natural body to be
changed into a spiritual one to hold fellow-
ship with the spirit world (1 Cor. xv. 44).
—* Mine ear received a little thereof;”
Heb., “a whisper.” The amount received,
only a whisper as compared with a full out-
spoken speech. All we know of God, a
mere whisper in comparison with mighty
thunder (ch. xxvi. 14). Little of Divine
truth communicated compared with what is
to be known (1 Cor. xiii. 9). The greatest
part of what we know, the least part of what
we know not. Things heard by Paul in
Paradise unlawful or impossible to{)e uttered
(2 Cor. xii. 4). Truth communicated only
as we are able to receive it (Mark, iv. 33 ;
John xvi. 12). “Even in the Seripture, I
am ignorant of much more than I know”
[Augustine]. — (Verse 16). ¢ There was
silence and I heard a voice;” or, “ Silence,
and a voice I heard,” 7.e. a still small voice,
as 1 Kings xix. 12. Deep silence the result
of the spectre’s appearance, and the prepara-
tion for its communication. Silence within the
hearer’s soul as well as in the world without.
Enjoined in the Divine presence and in re-
ceiving Divine communications (Iab. ii. 20).
Silence in heaven before the sounding of the
seven trumpets (Rev. viii. 1). The *foot”
to be “kept,” and silent attention to be
maintained in the house of God (Eccles. v.
1, 2). Preparation of heatt necessary for
receiving Divine truth (Ps. Ixxxv. 8§51 Sam.
iii. 9). Silence from—(1.) The voice of
pride and self eonccit; (2.) The opinions
and wisdom of the flesh; (3.) The desires
and cravings of corrupt nature; (4.) The
impatient clamourings of selfwill.

i

The Spectre’s Communieation,

(Verse 17). “Shall mortal man be more just
than God,”—or, ““ he just before God ? > The
object of the commurfication on the part of
the spirit,—(1.) *Zo silence man’s murmurings

3l
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against lhe Divine procedure, as if man were
more just than God (ch. iii. 10—23 ; xxxv. 2;
x\. 8). To murmur under troulble is to reflect
on the Divine wisdom and goodness, and to
make ourselves more righteous than God. In
the view of Eliphaz, this the sin into which
Job had fallen. The sin to which great and
accumulated suffering especially exposes onr
fallen nature. That into which Asaph had
nearly fallen (Ps. Ixxiii. 2). God as righteous
when he afflicts a good man as when he punishes
@ bad one. Jeremial’s Divine philosophy,—
“ Wherefore doth a living man complain ?
(Lam, iil. 39). It is “of God’s mercies”
that a saint as well as a sinner is ““not con-
sumed ” (Lam. iii. 22). One single sin, seen
in its real character, enough to shut the mouth
of every complainer. Just views of the charac-
ter of God and of the nature of sin caleulated
to silence murmurs under heaviest troubles.
(2.) To humble man’s pride, apdto prove every
man in God’s sight a sinner. The object of
the first three chapters of the Epistle to the
Romans. The lesson Job wassintended to
learn, and did learn (ch. xlii. 5). Taught
Isaiah by the vision of the Divine glory in
the Temple (Is. vi. 1, &c.) ; and Peter by the
miraculous dranght of fishes (Luke v. 8).
The object of the Gospel to teach how a man
may be just before God. The law-fuifilling
and. justice-satisfying work of Christ, God’s
way of making « man righteous before Him.
God justifies only “the wngodly that believe
in Jesus 7 (Rom. iv. 40 ; Luke xviii. 10, 54).
The reason obvious (Rom.iii. 10, 23). To
become righteous, a man must take the place
of a sinner,=—his real character. The sinner
becomes righteous before God in wecepting
the righteousness of another. RIGHTEOUS IN
Carist,—our peace in life, our joy in death,
and our passport into the New Jerusalem
(Jer. xxiil. 5, 6; Is. xlv. 24; 1 Cor. i. 30;
2 Cor. v. 21). Job a “perfect man” ac-
cording to law ; but in order to evangélical

erfection, his comeliness, like Daniel’s, to
Ee ““turned info corruption ” in him (Dan.
X. 8).  Te saint’s highest attwinment to know
himself a poor sinner, and Christ a rich Saviour.
T a poor sinner am, but Jesus died for me,”
(Wesley’s deathbed testimony).—The believer’s
perfection,thoroughly to know kis absolute tmper-
Sfection. Yducation, example, correction, and
punishment, may domuch fora man, but cannot
make him a poor sinner [Krummacher]. “A
sinner is a sacred thing; the Holy Ghost has
made him so” [Herf].

Verse 18. < Behold.” Always indicating
something important, and calling for special
attention.  Uncertain whether, in what
follows, the spirit or Eliphaz himself is
the speaker. The object,—to humble man,
and more especially Ji oi), as n nature and cha-
racter so much inferior to the angels. The
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constant aim of Job’s “friends,” to bring him
down from his excellency (Ps. Ixii. 4).—He
put no trust in his servants.” Angels God's
servants by way of eminence (Ps. ciii. 20—
215 civ. 4). The highest honour of a creature
is to be a servant of his Creator. God’s service
not only our freedom, but our glory. God's
dominion over all created intelligences. The
Seraphim his servants. Man as well as angel
must scrve; but he may choose his master.

“Thou canst not choose but serve; man’s lot
is servitude.

But thou hast thus much choice—a bad lord
or a good.”

God puts no trust in the angels, as being :—
1. Mutable and wunstable. Many of them
fell ; others might, but for sustaining grace.
God alone unchangeable (Mal. iii. 6; Jam. i.
17). Angels secure, like men, only by a Divine
act of election (i. Tim. v. 21). 2. Imperfect
and liable to err. TFallibility and imper-
fection stamped on all creature-excellence.
God only wise (Rom. xvi 27); only holy
(Rev. xv. 4); only true (Jobn xvii. 3).
Infallibility a Divine attribute, claimed by, the
Pope while arrogating to himself, as the pre-
tended head of the Church, the promise of the
Holy Ghost made by Christ to His Apostles.
—*His angels e charged with folly ;’—(1)
allowed; (2) marked ; (3) visited, sinin them.
¢ Angels,” so called from their office as God’s
messengers or agents. ““Sons of God,” from
their nature (see ch. i. 6). Probable allusion
in the text to the fall of some of them (Jude
i. 6) ;—*“kept not their first estate, but
left their own habitation” (2 Peter ii. 4).
Relbellion against God the height of folly in
man or angel. Sinning angels dealt with ac-
eording to their folly (Jude vi.; 2 Pet. ii. 4).
The fall of angels as possible and as likely as
the fall of men. Their fall a mystery, but
clearly revcaled. Man’s fall connected with
that of angels which preceded it. Fallen in-
telligences, huwman or angelie, .naturally the
tempters of others.—The angel’s fall a lesson
of humility to man (versc 19). “How much
less,” 7.e. can He trust mez ; or,  how much
more ” must He charge mez with folly. The
fallibility and imperfection of men argued from
that of angels. Job pronounced and esteemed
a “perfect man.”  His spirit and eonduct
under his trials at first in accordance with this
character. Conscious himself of his spotless
life (ch. xxix., xxxi). Too ready to glory in
it (xxxi. 85—37). Appeared to maintain it
in a way unbecoming in one who was a sinner
(xxxifi. 9 ix. 175 x. 7). Needed to he
taught morc decply the imperfection of his
perfcction. His perfection not even that of
an imperfect angel, but of a szz.  The object
of the Book of Job, as of God’s dealings in
general, to hide pride from man (xxxiii. 17).
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The dust the place of the kighest and theholiest
before his maker.

Poetical and affecting description of
Man’s Condition and Circumstances.

1. ds inkabiting a frail and hunble body—
(Verse 19). “Who dwellin louses of clay.”
Oriental houses of the poorer classes usnally
of clay or mud dried in the sun. These
naturally of the frailest and humblest cha-
racter. Contrasted with the houses of the
great,—usually of hewn stone. Man’s fleshly
body so spoken of (2 Cor. v. 1). Adam
=red earth. Hence used as the name of
the race (Gen. ii. 15). Flesh a sign and
cause of weakness (Is. xxxi. 3; Gen. vi. 3;
Ps. Ixxriii. 39). Contrasted with the angels,
who are spirits, and therefore strong (Is.
xxxi. 3; Ps, ciii. 20). Man’s present body
as “natural,” contrasted with his resurrec-
tion body as ““spiritual” (1 Cor. xiii. 42—
44; 2 Cor. v. 1).

2. Formed out of the ground and returning
to i¢. “Whose foundation is in the dust.”
The elements of man’s body those of the
ground on which he treads. Man frequently
reminded of his origin to keep him humble.
Iis lowly origin an enhancement of redeem-
ing love: God’s Son took not on Him (or,
““took not hold of ”) the nature of angels,
but that of Abraham (Heb. ii. 16). Man in
his creation made lower than the angels; in
his regeneration, higher (Ps. viii. 4, &e.;
Rom. viii. 16, 17). His return to dust
natural, but not necessary. The Divine
sentence on Adam’s transgression (Gen. iii.
19; Ps. xeiii. 3; Eecles. xii. 7).
but two authentic exceptions (Gen. v. 24;
2 Kings ii. 11.  ““ Dust {o dust’ concludes
carth’s noblest song.”

3. Weal and easily destroyed. ° Crushed
before the moth.” = Crushed to decath as
ecastly as a moth is crushed between tle
fingers ; or, crushed ““in presence of a moth,”
which can prove his death. Man’s body so
frail that the slightest accident can termi-
nate his existence. Pope Adrian ‘actually
choked hy a gnat. A dish of lampreys the
death of an Inglish king. Man’s continued
existence the result of Divine preservation
(ch. xix. 12). *Strange that a harp of
thousand strings,” &c.

4. Constantly liable (o deatk, and on the
way fto it (verse 20). ““They are destroyed
from morning to evening.” Liable every
moment to accident, disease and death. A
continual tendency to dissolution. The
seeds of disease and death inherent in man’s
frame. Death the immediate consequence
of the fall (Gen. ii. 17). Man’s life itself is
death in coustant development. ¢ The mo-
ment we begin to live,” &e. Man crushed

Hitherto,

“between morning and evening.” An in-
sect life. Man an ephemeral ; his life a day.

5. COut off in dealk from the visible world
without ability to veturn fto -it. ‘“They
perish for ever.” - Man’s death a finality.
Only one life. Appointed once to die (Heg.
ix. 27). “The bourne from whence no tra-
veller returns”” Man as water spilt upon
the ground, not to be taken up again (2
Sam. xiv. 14). Art can embalm and pre-
serve the body, but not put life into it.
Galvanism can move the limbs, but not re-
store the life. Resurrection: here out of
view. The text speaks of what is apparent,
natural,and ordinary. Resurrection the result
of a new dispensation and a second Adam.
Jesus Christ the resurrection and the life.
Christ the first fruits (1 Cor. xv. 20, 23).

- Specimens of bodilé resurrection already
h

afforded; — (1) In Christ himself; (2) In
those restored to life by Himself and by others
through His power; (3) In those who rose
and left their graves after His resurrection
(Matt. xxvii. 52, 63). The resurrection of
all believers at His second coming (1 Cor.
xv. 23; 1 Thess. iv. 15—17). To be fol-
lowed by a gencral resurrection (Rev. xx. 5;
John v. 28, 29). A new earth the habita-
tion of risen saints (2 Peter iii. 13).

6. Unnoticed in death by higher orders of
beings. “Without any regarding it ;’—7. e.,
as to any appearance of it. No attempt
made by angelic beings to prevent it. No
cxpression heard of sorrow or concern on
account of it. Man dies in silence from the
other world as if unnoticed and disregarded.
This, however, only in appearance (see
Luke xvi. 22; Ds. Ixxii. 14; exvi. 15).

7. Stripped of all the excellence possessed
on earth (verse 21). “Doth not their ex-
cellence which was in them go away ?” Not
only the best and most excellent thing which
was with them,—as riches, dignity, Eower,
&c ,—but which was iz them,—as beauty
and strength of body, powers and endow-
ments of mind (Ps. xlix. 14, 17 ; Eccles. ix.
10). True, however, only in appearance,
and in regard to the dody. The spirit returns
to God who gave it (Iece. xii. 7). All ex-
cellence departs from the &ody, but not from
the man. Excellencies of the spirit develope
and  bloow in a higher sphere. A loly
character immortal, and survives the tomb.
Grace the only glory that a man can carry
with him info the spirit-world.

8. Dying without attaining to wisdom.
“They die, even without wisdom.” Man
attains in this life to comparatively little
knowledge in z«tural things, and to still less
in spirifual ones (1 Cor. xiii, 9—13). Sir
Isasc Newton’s death.-bed estimate of his
attainments in science,—a little child gather-
ing pebbles on the sea-shore, with the ?g,an
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of unexplored knowledge before him. . «The

greatest part of what I know is the least

part of what I know not ”” [ Augustine].
Most die without true and saving wisdom

él\[att. vil. 14; 2 Tim. iii. 15). Man’s wis-
om in life is rightly to prepare for death
(Ps. xe¢. 12; Deut. xxxii. 29).

CHAPTER.V.
THE FIRST SPEECH OF ELIPHAZ—CONTINUED. .

1. Application of the Vision (verse 1).
“Call now, if there be any that will
answer thee; and to which of the saints
(‘holy ones’—probably angels, as xv. 15,
Dan. viii. 13) wilt thou turn?” Job to
expect no countenance to his language either
from holy men or angels.

Learn :—

1. Pain for a sinuner to appeal against
God cither to saints or angels. Every angel
in heaven will take God’s part aganst the
complaining sinner. Angels already taught
the wickedness and woe of rebellion against
God. Angelsthemselves charged with folly;
how then dare man open his mouth? Tke
ery of @ poor sinner heard in heaven, but not
that of an unhusnbled self-rightecus complainer.
That cry heard when directed to God, not to
angels.

2. No ground in the lext for the doctrine
of angelic inlercession or prayer lo departed
sainls. God the hearer of prayer; to Him
all flesh are to come (Ps. Isv. I). To pray
to others in trouble or difficulty, an izsuf to
God, as if either wzalle or wnwilling to
answer (2 Kings 1. 3). Anangel presents
the prayers of saints to God, but he the
 Angel of the Covenant” (Rev. viii. 3, 4;
Mal. 1ii. 1; Zec. iii.1—8). The only prayer
in the Bible addressed to a departed saint,
thai of the rich man in hell, and then not
heard (Luke xvi. 24, 27). 70 intercede for
others the part of saints on earth. To apply
for that intercession a privilege and duty
(ch. xlii. 85 Jam. v. 15, 18; 1 John v. 16).
Angels wministering allendants on helievers,
not inlerceding priests for them (Heb. i. 14).
One Mediator between God and men (1 Tim.
ii. 5). One Advocate with the Father
(1 Johnii. 1). One Priest in heaven who
makes intercession for us (Rom. viiil. 34
Heb. vii. 25 ; ix. 24). Men to come to God
by Him (Heb. vii. 25; Jolm xiv. 6). Angels
egifloycd by God for the benefit of his
children (Ps. xxxiv. 73 xei. 11; Heb. i.14).
Prayer for that ministry to be addressed,
not to the servaiifs, but to the Master who
sends them (Aaft. xxvi. 53).

3. Angels and departed saints to e “ {urned
to,” not for help and protection, but for exam-
ple (Ps. ciii. 20 ; Malt. vi. 10). Angels our
example:—(1) In obedience; (2) In sub-
misgion; (3) In humility; (4) Inreverence.

Sulness ;

The prayer oftener uttered than realized,—
“Thy will be done on earth,” &c. God’s
will done in heaven:—(1) By eack of its
inhabitants ; (2) Without irlermission or
deviationy (3) With promptitude and cheer-
(4) Without murmuring or gques-
tioning. Earth converted into heaven when
this prayer is fulfilled. A consummation to
be expected:—(1) From the prayer itself;
(2) From express promises to that effect

(2 Peter iil. 13; Is. xi. 9; Zeph. iii. 9).

II. The felly and effects of fretting
against God (verse 2).

“For wrath (Passion, and displeasure
against God for his dealings in Providence)
killeth the foolish man, and envy (margin,
‘indignation’) slayeth the silly one.”
Probably one of the traditional sayings of
the wise in common use among the sages of
Arabia. A specimen of the proverbial poetry
of the ancients, and a good example of
Hebrew parallelism. “Poems instead of
written laws,”—one of the Bedouin’s boasts.
These maxims or wise sayings freely applied
hy Job’s “comforters ™ against him. The

resent, like others, an important truth,

he sentiment extended in the 37th Psalm,
An unfeeling application intended by Eliphaz
to the case of Job.

Learn:—

1. It isthe part only of fools lo fret against
God and his procedure. Lo complain against
God and His dealings as absurd as it is
wicked. The extreme of folly for a ereafure
of yesterday to find fault with or sit in judg-
ment on the doings of the Eternal Creator.
Rather may a ehild three years old censure
the architeet’s plan of a palace, or an ignorant
boor cavil at the complications of a steam-
engine.

(2.) Fretting against God’s dealings brings
its own puniskment. The complainer against
God’s Providence is his own cxecutioner.
The man that frets in trouble is like the
bird which is said fo eat its own bowels.
“Envy,” or impatient fretfulness, is * rotten-
ness to the bones” (Proy. xiv. 80). Tret-
ting and passionate complaining “kills,” as—
(1.) It rohs of peace, which is the spirit’slife ;
(2.) Affects the health, and hastens death ;
(3.) Injures the lifc and prosperity of the
soul; (4.) Brings greater chastening and
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punishment from God. No greater antago-
nist to health than a fretful spirit ; no greater
help to it than a contented and submissive
one. Passion and impatience in trouble more
hurtful and crushing than the trouble itself.
True wisdom, as well as piety, under trial is,
o commit our way to God and rest -in his
wisdom and goodness (Ps. xxxvil. 5—T).

ITI. Testimony from personal obser-
vation as to the prosperons wicked
(verse 3—5). .

“I have scen the foolish (ungodly) taking
root,” &e. The object of Eliphaz to confirm
the former statement (ch. iv. 7—9). Un-
feeling allusion to the case of Job. ~ Crush-
ing language to come from the lips of a pro-
fessed friend and comforter. The tongue
that uttered it as truly guided by Satan as
that of Job’s wife. Even Peter, by his car-
nal though friendly counsel, could earn the
title of *“Satan” (Matt. xvi. 22, 23). The
trutk of a statement no justification of its
cruel and uneharitable application. From
the statement of Eliphaz, still more or less
realized, we learn concerning

Providence,

1. That the ungodly frequently prosper in
this life.—(Verse 3y.) "‘yl'{l.avge seex{ tjl)le t{))olish
taking root,” not only prospering, but appa-
rently firm in his prosperity. Same senti-
ment and figure (Ps. xxxvi. 35; Jer. xii.
2). The prosperity of the wicked often a
mystery and stumbling-bloek to the righteous
(ch. xit. 6 ; xxi, 7; Ps. Ixxiil. 3~12; Jer.
xii. 1). The lot of the righteous and the
wicked in this life often a contrast to each
other, but a contrast the reverse of what
might at first sight be expected (Luke xvi.
25). Wise reasons with God for allowing
the ungodly to prosper. (1.) It exercises
the faith and patience of the godly; (2.)
Teaches the great inferiority of earthly to
heavenly blessings ; (3.) Confirms the truth
of a judgment to come. Insolvable mystery
but for a future state, which clears up all
(Luke xvi. 25; Jam. v. 1—7). ZTle godly
{00 much beloved o receive their portion in
this life. The good things of this -world
only the bones cast to the dogs [ Rutkerford].

2. That the prosperity of the wngodly is
Jollowed by « speedy and certain, if not a
sudden, fall. *“Suddenly I cursed his habi-
tation,”—soon had unexpected occasion to
mark it as accursed of God and doomed
to destruction. The prosperity of the un-
fqdly as insecure and temporary as it appears
air and promising. * Thou didst set them
on slip}gery places.” The fall often in this
life. Examples: Nebuchadnezzar, Haman,
Napoleon. Yet not always (Ps. xvii. 14;

Ixxiii. 4; Luke xii. 16—20; xvi. 19, 22, 25).
Nor even generally; maintained by Job
against his three friends (ch. xxi. 7—13;
xii. 6). If not soonmer, the fall certain in
death (Luke xvi. 23, 25; xii. 20).

3. That the children of the ungodly often par-
ticipatein their fall.—(Verse 4). * His ehild-
ren are far from safety, and they are erushed
iu the gate,”—ruined by a judicial seutence,
or dying by the judgment of God (2 Kings,
vil. 20). Veiled allusion to Job’s ehildren.
Children often involved in the effects of their
parents’ sin (Lev. xxvi. 39 ; TIs. xiv. 20, 21).
A penalty embodied in the Decalogue (Exod.
xx. 5). Repeated in the solemn declaration
of Jehovah’s nmamc and character (Exod.
xxxiv. 7). God’s face set not only against
the ungodly themselves, but against their
family (Lev. xx. 5). Examples: Israel in
the Wilderness (Num. xiv. 33) ; Achan (Josh.
vii. 24); Ahab (1 Kings, xxi. 20); Gehazi
(2 Kings, v. 27). So general as to have be-
come a.proverb in Israel (Jer. xxxi. 29;
Ezck. xviii. 2). The children of the ungodly
often inherit the father’s punishment while
imitating his sin (Is. Isv. 7). By repentance,
the children escape many, if not all, the
effects of their parents’ conduct (Ezek. xviii.
14—17). No small part of a father’s punish-
ment, that his sin causes his ehildren to suffer
both with him and affer him. A diseased
constitution and a degraded position among'
the least of these effects. Picious habits an
propensities ofen the sad inheritance bequeathed
by wngodly parents o their children. A
powerful motive to such parents to repent.

4, That the wealth of the ungodly often be-

_comes lhe prey of the rapacious and covelous.

(Verse 5).—* Whose harvest (literally; or,
‘what he has gathered,’ .c., by a course of
iniquity) the hungry eateth up, and taketh
even out of the thorns (though guarded ever
so carefully, as by a thick thorn-hedge) ; and
the robber (as the Sabeans and Chaldeans, or
¢ the thirsty’) swalloweth up their substance.”
Another cruel thrust at Job (cb. i. 15, 17).
Crops in Syria and Arabia seldom safe from
plundering Bedouin. Backslidden Israel
obliged to hide away their grain from the
Midianites (Jud. vi. 11). Tarthly treasures
such as thieves can break through and steal
(Matt. vi. 19). A frail temure that by
which the ungodly hold their wealth. They
oftén taken suddenly from it or it from them
(Luke xii. 20). A cankér in an ungodly
man’s gold and silver (Jam. v. 2). Some-
times, however, unintentionally laid up for
the righteous to inherit (ch. =xxvii. 17).
Bappy they on whose treasure no robber ean
lay ]?xs hand (Matt. vi. 20). With Christ
we have ¢ durable riches,” and an inheritance
laid up for us in heaven. (Prov. viii. 18;
1 Pet. i. 14). 38
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IV. Poctical aphorisms as to the
origin and extent of trouble (verse 67).

¢ Although (or ‘for’), &c.” Perhaps
another example of the traditional sayings
of the East. A commonplace, intended
partly for Job’s reproof and partly for his
comfort. Deelares the origin, universality,
and unavoidableness of trouble. Foolish to
complain so bitterly of what is unavoidable
and as universal as the race. A consolation
to know that our sufferings are only such as
are common to men (1 Cor x. 13). Suffer-
ing saints reminded that the same afflictions
are accomplished in their brethren that are
in the world (1 Peter v. 9). Both the re-

roof and the consolation inapplicable to
gob’s case, which was both unprecedented and
unparalleled. Implied on the part of Eliphaz
a want of sympathy and appreciation of the
depth of Job’s trouble. Hence felt by Job
to l;e ogl)y an exasperation of his grief (ch.
vi. 2—7).

The passage suggests concerning
Trouble.

1. Iis origin. Negatively.—(Verse 6).
“Not from the dust** or “ground.” (1.) Not
from mere chance, as a weed springing up
from the soil; nor (2) From anything merely
cxternal ; not from the groxnd ﬁut from ows-
selves. Positively.—(Verse 7). * Born unto
trouble.” Trouble is—(1.) From a necessity
and law imposed on our existence in this
world; (2.) From sin, whiel is the ground
of that necessity. Z%e origin of suffering is
in_man himself as « child of fallen Adam.
All suffering the consequence of sin. Man
is “born to Zrowble,’ simply because he is
“born in 82> (Ps. li. 8). Sin and suffer-
ing linked by bonds g/ adamant. In the
government of a good and righteous God,
suffering could exist only,—(1.) As a legal
necessity in consequence of disobedience to
His laws; or (2.) As a moral necessity for
the discipline of His erring children. Al
suffering in the world the consequence of
the first transgression (Rom. v. 12);

¢ Of one man’s disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world and all our
woe.”

2. Its universalify. ““Man is born unto
trouble.”—(Ve:s: 7). Suffering co-extensive
with the race. An inmate of the palace as
truly as of the prison. ~Zears moisten the
pillow of down as well as the pallet of straw.
One of the Hebrew terms for “man” is
enosh, or ““the miserable.” Trouble makes
the world akin. Suffering universal, because
sinis so. Follows sin as its shadow, Its

universality ought to render us—(1.) Patient
under our own trouble; (2.) Sympathizing
with that of others.—(i.) Zerrible evil of sin
that has filled a world with suffering. (ii.)
Heaven all the more desirable as entirely free
Srom it. (iil.) Precious grace that converts
it into a blessing.

3. Its certainty. “As the sparks fly
upward.” This by a law of nature. Suffer-
ing in like manner a law of our being. In-
s.ela'parable from our existence in the present
life. The hand that made us has, since the
entrance of sin, nade us sufferers.. Man
born to frouble as truly as he 1s born to Zive.
Tears track man’s pathway from the cradle to
the grave. No wealth can purchase, no power
cffect, immunity from the common lot. Oaly
through the incarnation and suffering of God’s
own Son, our suffering not necessarily eternal.
““The wages of sin is death,—the gift of
"God eternal life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. vi. 23).

Y. The counsel of Eliphaz (verse S—16.

“T would seek unto God (El, the mighty
One), and unto God (Elohim, plural,—denot-
ing totality of Divine perfections, or perhaps
plurality of Divine persons), would I com-
mit my cause,” &. This to the end of the
chapter the best part of Eliphaz’s speech.
Comes down from the place of a reprover to
that of a friendly adviser. His counsel
characterized by wisdom, if not by warmth.
Its only fault that it implies an uncharitable
and unjust reflection, as if Job was a prayer-
less man (See ch. xvi. 20; x. 2; xil. 4; xiil.
20; xiv, 6). At times, however, from dark-
ness and confusion, Job, like other believers,
hardly able to pray (xxiii. 3, 4, 15). Owr
great comfort in trouble that we can address
ourselves to God in if. God {o be sought
unto in trouble,—(1.) For eounsel and direc-
tionzz it ; (2.) For comfort and support wuder
it; (3.) For grace so to bear it as to glorify
God 4y it; (4.) For deliverance in His own
time aud way oxf of it; (5.) For the spiritual
benefit and improvement intended #Zrougik
it. True piety, and wisdom to commit our
cause into God’s hands (Ps. xxxvil. 5). The
very hairs of our head all numbered by Him
(Matt. x. 30). Makes all things work to-
gether for good to them that love Him (Rom.
viii. 28). To seek unto God in trouble an
instinet of nature. Practised cven by the
heathen according to their knowledge (Jonah
1. 5). In ordinary circumstances the Athe-
nians sacrificed to the gods of the Pantheon,
but in time of calamity prayed to the Un-
known God (Acts xvii. 23). T%e affributes
of God such as to reider Him the proper object
of prayer and trust in time of trouble. Thesc
attributes deseribed by Eliphaz as exhibited
in His works,
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Attributes of God.

1. His Almightiness.—(Verse 9). “Who
doeth great things and unsearchable,” &ec.
A God almighty to help and delivér, our great
confort in trouble (Ps. xlvi. 1; Ixii. 8; Ixv. 5).
Nothing impossible with God. His almighti-
ness seen in His works of creation, provi-
denee, and grace. His works in ereation
““marvellous ** and “unsearchable,” both for
greatness and minuteness, number and
complexity. His works in providence *un-
searchable,”—(1) In the end designed in
them ; (2) In the manner of its accomplish-
ment. ““Deep in unfathomable mines,” &e.
More now seez in the works of creation than
could even be inagined in the days of Eliphaz.
The discoveries of the last three centuries
give an emphasis to his words undreamt of
at that period. Many of the numerous
nebule or dusky spots observed throughout
the heavens, already resolved by the telescope
into innumerable stars, each itself a sun.
Reason to conclude the same of the rest,
though from their distance as yet unresolved.
Millions of suns, probably with systems like
our own, found to compose the Milky Way
of which our solar system is a part. The
microscope, on the other hand, reveals
animalenle so minute that a thousand
millions of them together do not cxceed in
size a grain of sand ; yet each having perfeet
and distinet formations and all the functions
essential to life. Swek @ view of God’s
almightiness caleulated not only to deepen our
reverence, but to increase our trust.

. His goodness andbenevolence—(Verse 10,
11). “Who giveth rain,” &c. Rain a
striking display of God’s goodness as well as
of his power and wisdom, One of his most
common but precious gifts (Ps. Ixv. Y, 10;
Jer. xiv. 22; Amos iv. 7; Zec. x. 1; Acts
xiv. 17). One of the most beautiful as well
as beneficent operations in nature. The
evaporation of moisture, its suspension in
clouds, its condensation and descent, carried
on by the operation of natural laws of which
God is the author and director. The changes
of temperature on which this operation
depends, all in His hands, and “unsearchable’
tows. Bvery drop of rain comes to us as a
witness-bearer of the Divine Lenevolence (Ps.
Ixviii. 9, 10).—¢ To set up on high those that
be low,” &e. The change on the part of
thousands from wretchedness and despon-
deney to gladness and rejoicing, often, espe-
cially in tﬁe East, the result of an abundant
vain. Inthis, us in other respects, the natural
abeautiful and instructive figure of thespiritual
(Is. xliv. 3—5 ; lv. 10—13 ; Deut. xxxil. 2).

3. His wisdom—(Verse 13—14), *“ He dis-
appointeth the desires of the ecrafty,” &e.
His wisdom displayed in overmatching the

crafty and disappointing their schemes.—
(Verse 13.) “He taketh the wise in their
own craftiness.” Quoted by the apostle in
1 Cor. iii. 19, to show that ¢ the wisdom of
men is foolishness with God.” The deepest
devices of carnal men in God’s view only
short-sighted contrivances of little children.
Their “best laid schemes ” often suddenly
overturned by the slightest incident. Hu-
man “enterprises,” most carefully prepared
and likely to succeed, often made to collapse
like houses of cards. The splendid Armada,
designed by Spain for the overthrow of the
Reformation in England, dissipated and
destroyed by unfavourable weather. Of the
three attempts of the French to effect a
landing in Ireland, the first and second failed
through the adverse elements, and the third
by the influence of the change in Buonaparte’s
counsels. Haman’s well laid scheme to crush
Mordecai and the Jews ends in Lis own dis-
grace and ruin. At David’s prayer and for
David’s deliverance, Ahithophel’s sagacious
counsel is turned into foolishness (2 Sam.
xv. 31: xvi. 20—23; xvil. 1—14), The
Birs Nimroud, on the plains of Babylon, a
standing example of the “counsel of fro-
ward”” Babel-builders ¢ carried headlong.”
Our affuirs safe in the hands of One with
whom the wisdom of men is only foolishness.
4. Iis compassion (verses 14, 15). * Buf
he saveth the poor from the sword,” &e. (or,
““He saveth the oppressed from their mouth,
the poor from the hand,”” &c.) From their
““ mouth,” open to devour, and from their
‘““hand” lifted up to slay them. Examples:
The enslaved Israelites delivered from the
hand of Pharaoh and the Egyptians (Ex. xviii.
20); Peter from the hand of Herod and the
expectation of the Jews (Acts xii. 11); Panl
from the mouth of the lion Nero (2 Tim. iv.
17). God’s goodness exereised towards men
in general 5 His compassion towards the needy
and oppressed. The helpless and affiicted es-
pecially the objects of His regard (Ps. lxxil,
12, 13; ciii. 6). An additional reason for
Job’s seeking unto God and committing his
cause into His hands.—The results on ot4ers
from God’s compassion exercised in the de-
liverance of the afflicted. (Verse 16).—(1.)
“The poor have hope.” Job in his afflietion
encouraged to hope in God from his dealings
with otliers in a similar condition. The use
to be made of all God’s: graeious interposi-
tions on behalf of those in trouble (Ps. xxii.
4, 5; xxxiv. 6, 8, 11; xl. 1—3). Hope in
God the object of the Seriptures and the exam-
ples of delivering mercy recorded tn them
(Rom. xv. iv). Encouragement to hope, the
actual, result of God’s dealings with Job
(Jam. v, 11).—(2.) ‘“Iniquity stoppeth her
mouth” (found also in Ps. cvii, 42). Perse-
cution and oppression often struck durxél;,—
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(1) by God’s manifest deliverance of the
poor that trusted in Him; (2) by His judg-
ments on the wicked executed along with
that deliverance (Ex. xiv. 25). God’s works
will put the ungodly to silence when His
words do not. The time of the final deliver-
ance of the godly that of the shame and con-
fusion of the wicked (Dan. xii. 2).

VI. The plea of Eliphaz for Job’s
repentance (verses 17—18).

Holds out the henevolent ohject and happy
effects of affliction. Job thus addressed as
one needing repentance and now under the
Divine correction. The statement true and
applicable to Job’s case, but not as Eliphaz
supposed. Job’s affliction not strictly a cor-
rection for sin, but to be employed as such
for his spiritual benefit. Tis “ captivity”” to
be ““turned,” and that upon his repentance.
His repentance, however, not as Eliphaz
thought, for sins of life, but for that of
cavilling at the Divine procedure. The whole
passage a fine specimen of ancient Shemitic
poetry.  Probably more of the wisdom of
the ancients handed down in verse from the
earliest times. Contains a highly coloured
description of the happiness of the godly in
the present- life. Generally true, according
to the Old Testament platform. In harmony
with other Old Testament promises, especially
in the Psalms and Proverbs. New Testament
promises rather of inward peace with outward
trouble ; all our need supplied, and all things
working together for our good (John xiv. 27 ;
xvi. 33; Phil. iv. 19; Rom. viii. 28). The
error of Eliphaz in makiug earthly prosperity
the uniform reward of godliness. That error
seen and opposed by Job. Some of the pro-
mises held out by Eliphaz felt by Job to
be a cruel mockery and an aggravation of his
grief. These promises however afterwards
fully realised in his experience (ch. xlii.)—
‘“Behold,” &e. Calls Job’s special attention
to what he is now to advance. The thing
stated strange in itself and not readily be-
lieved. “Happy is the man whom God_cor-
recteth.” Samc sentiment in nearly the same
words (Ps. xciv. 12). Two modes of correc-
tion employed by God—(1) By His Word and
Spirit ; (2) By His work in Providence. The
latter here intended ¢¢ Correcteth,” or ¢ re-
bukes,” viz., with the “rod of affliction”
(Sam. iii. 1; Ps, xxxix. 10 11). The text
contains :—(1.) A fruth stated ; (2.) A lesson
drawn from it. The truth : Blessedness found
in Divine correction. Thelesson: That cor-
rection therefore not to be despised.

Divine Correction.

1. Its dlessedness. Seen—(1) In ifs ori-
gin. Its origin—Divine love (Prov. iii. 12 ;
Hcé)é xii. 6; Rev. iil. 19). Correction the

part, not of a’judge but of a futher (Heb. xii.
7—9). A merey to be corrected when we
misht have been destroyed (Sam. iii. 22).
Sad token for a man when God will
not spend a rod upon him [Brookes].
(2) In ils object. gur spiritual benefit
(Heb. xii. 11) ;—Repentance (Rev. iii. 19);
Removal of sin (Is. xxvii. 9); Participation
in God’s holiness (Heb. xii. 10).  Agfiction
is God’s medicine to heal, and His furnace to
purify His children. (3) In its actual result.
Affliction in itself a fruit of sin, but in God’s
hand a seans of good. When God corrects
His children, He—(i.) Supports. them i the
affliction; (ii.) Purifies them &y it; (iii.)
Delivers them ouf of it. ‘“None more un-
happy than he who never felt adversity”
[Senzeca]. %

2. Its improvement. Here negatively ex-
pressed.  “Despise not thon,” &e. So
Prov. iii. 11; Heb. xii. 5. God’s correc-
tions are not to be—(i.) Refused as some-
thing nauseous ; nor, (ii.) Rejected as some-
thing Auriful; nor, (ii.) Slighted as some-
thing useless. The exhortation implies the
opposite duty. God’s corrections are on the
contrary to be—(l) Highly prized; (2)
Carefully improved. Prized, as—(i.) From
a Father’s hand; (ii.) Sent in love; (iii.)
Designed for our highest good. Affliction
to be improced—(1) By consideration of its
object ; (2) By ewamination into its cause ;
(3) By endeavour after its fruit (Lam, iii.
39—42). Trials only profitable when we are
rightly exercised under them (Heb. xii. 11).
To be benefited by God’s rod, it ts necessury
to be taught out of God’s Word (Ps. xciv. 12).
—The correction that of ¢the Almighty,”
or All-sufficient. Indicates—1. His fenevo-
lence in the correction; the  Almighty”
under no obligation to sinning creatures. -
9. His ability—(1) To sustain us under it;
(2) To sanctify us by it ; (3) To deliver us
ont of it. God’s corrections ure sores which
He himself will heal again.

Verse 18. “He maketh sore and bindeth
up.” Same truth (1 Sam.ii. 6 ; Hos. vi. 1).
All pains and griefs from God. True even
in Job’s case, though not as Eliphaz sup-
posed. This thought an aggravation to Job’s
distress.  “Maketh sore,” as a surgeon
amputating alimb or cutting out a gangrene.
The pain no further inflicted-than is neces-
sary (Lam. iii. 33). ‘‘And bindeth up,”
—as a wound or amputated limb (Ps. exlvii.
3). God himself the Physician of souls
(Ps. ciii. 3). Jehovah Rophi (Ex. xv. 26).
The office assumed and executed by the
incarnate Son (Luke iv. 18, 23; Matt. ix.
12). The bandages employed— the doctrines,
promises, and consolations of the Gospel
(Ps. cvii. 20).—“He woundeth,” as with a
surgeon’s knife or lancet. God wounds to
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heal. His wounds faithful, as those of a
friend (Prov. xxvii. 6 ; Ps. exli. 5). Judicial
wounds reserved for the head of obstinate
transgressors (Ps. lxviii. 21).—* And his
hands make whole ’—literally, “sew up,”
viz., the wound. His own hands; implying
—(1) Readiness ; (2) Tendeirness; (3) Skill ;
.(4) Success in the operation. Learn—(i.)
Those wounds well and lovingly sewed up that
are sewed up by the hands of the Almighty.
(il.) We may well endure wounds that are lo
be sewed up by such a Physician.

VII. Metive to repentance drawn
frem the promises (Verse 19, &e.).

These promises held out on the supposition
of repentance and prayer. Most of God’s
promises both to saints and princes condi-
tional. The blessings here enumerated both
of a negative and positive nature. Most of
them, according to, the Old Testament dis-
pensation, pertaining to the present life.

The Promises.

1. Negatively. Safety and deliverance in
times of tronble. *In six troubles He shall
deliver thee.” “8ix;” a definite number
for an indefinite: manyand manifold troubles’
(Prov. vi. 16; 1 Pet. i. 6). “Many are the
afflictions of the righteous” (Ps. xxxiv, 19).
“One woe past, another woe cometh.”
“Lord, how arc mine cnemies inereased
(Ps. iii. 1). Deliverance promised not in one
or two troubles, but in «//, however many
(Ps. xxxiv. 19). Every new trouble nceds
Divine support and deliverance. Iz > six
troubles, viz.—the troubles you yourself
are in ; or, the dangers and calamities pre-
vailing aronnd you. ‘“A thousand shall fall
at thy side,” &e. (Ps. xei. 7).  'The promise
is eit{!er——(l) to be kept from(_(alling into the
trouble; or, (2) to be preserved from injury by
it; or (3) to be in due time fuken out of if.
Preservation iz trouble, support #nder it, and
deliverance ox¢ of it, all in the bheliever’s
charter. The cross not immediately taken
from the shoulder, but strength given to bear
it. The iime and mode of deliverance best
reserved in God’s own hands. Decliverance
from troubles either femporary and partial, or
final and complete. -Only the former nsually
cxperienced in this life.  Here, trouble
succeeds trouble as wave succeeds wave.
One past, we are to prepare for another.
Final and complete deliverance only at death.
Death strikes off every link of the believer’s
chain, except the last one, whick is ilself.
That link, which binds the body to the grave,
struek off at the Lord’s appearing (1 Cor.
xv. 52, 57).—“Yea, in seven;” however
accumulated in number and excessive in
severity. ““Scven” the number of fulness.
Not one, nor many, but ““all thy waves and

thy hillows,” &ec. (Is. xlii. 7). The furnace
heated “seven times” more than usual for
the three young captives (Dan. iii. 19).
—<‘There shall no evil touch thee?—so as
reall{ to injure or destroy (Ps. xei. 7, 10).
The lions in the den lie harmless at Daniel’s
feet. The fire leaves the captive’s hair un-
singed, while it consumes their bonds (Dan.
ili. 25). Even physical evil not-always a
real evil. Rutlerford, in his exile, dates his
letters froun his “palace at Aberdeen.”” Such
evils often the prevention of greater ones, and
the means of obtaining blessings. Bernard
Gilpin breaks his leg by an accident, and
escapes the fires of Smithfield. ¢ Children,
we should have been undone, had we not
been undone,” said ZThemistocles, when an
exile at the Persian Court. Josepl’s confine-
ment in prison lis stepping-sione to the
throne of Egypf.— Kinds of deliverance pro-
mised. (1) From famine (verse 20). *In fa-
mine,” (—arising from failure in the crops—)
“He shall redeem thee from death.> Be- .
lievers may suffer in_fuinine, but, as a rule,
not dic frow it. The righteous not even
then forsaken, nor his seed begging bread
(Ps. xxxvii. 25). (2) From calumny (verse
21). “Thou shalt be hid from the scourge
of the tongue "—so as not to be hwrt by
calumny and false accusation. The tongue
often a more mischievous instrument than
the sword. Slander the choice weapon of
the ungodly against the faithful (Jer. xviii.
18). Times of spies and informers, when no
godly man appears safe. Yet God has a
pavilion-to hide His people from the strife of
tongues (Ps. xxxi. 20). Jeremiah, Daniel,
and the three captives assailed by the tongue,
but delivered. = Stephen, like his Master,
falls by it, but only the sooner to gain his
crown. Paul smitten with it, but the sooner
obtains his desire of being with Christ. God
cither gives to His people what Ie promises,
or something better. (3) Trom foreign
invasion.  * Neither shalt thou be afraid
(i. e., bave any cause to be afraid) of
destruction (—desolation from an invading
enemy) when it cometh,”—or is coming,
cither upon others or mnear thyself. The
believer not taken oxf of the evil, but
kept above it. Prescrved from real evil in
it, and from fear regarding it. Fuith grasp-
ing the promises lifts the soul above fear., The
name of the Lord a strong tower, &e. “Tear
not, thou earriest Ceesar ;> for Casar substi-
tute Christ. No cause for {ear, therefore no
place to be given to it. God a wall of fire
round about his people (Zec. ii. 5). Makesa

‘dense mist or wreath of snow such a wall

at his pleasure. “The providence of God
is my inheritance”’—inseribed on an old
house in Chester, the only one in the
street untouched by the plague, (gegrse
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22.)—¢ At destruction” (—the desolation
as already come)—* and famine” (—scarcity
of food as its attendant—) “thou shalt
laugh.” The promise rises in a climax,
—safety — fearlessness — triumph. ~ Faith
enables believers to laugh when others weep.
A holy laughter put by God Himself into the
mouths of His servants (ch. viii. 21; Ps.
cxxvi. 2). Believers laugh in times of cala-
mity, not from want of sensibility, but from
warrant of safety. The godly can luugh from
satisfaction as to themselves, while they weep in
sympathy for others. To laugh at destruction
without faith, is either stoicism or cruelty; to
laugh from faith, the highest piety. Abra-
ham laughed piously from fuaith; Sarah
laughed sinfully from the want of it. Faith
and jfidelily give songs in the darkest night of
adrersity. God’s sweetest consolations often
reserved for the time of sorest tribulations.
(4). From wild leasts. ““Neither shalt
thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth *—
ravaging a country wasted by an invading
foe. The incursions of wild beasts often
spoken of as a Divine judgment (Deut. xxxii.
24 ; 1 Kings xvii. 25 ; Ezek. v. 17, xiv. 21).
Then a much greater terror in the East than
now. Term probably included reptiles (Gen.
iil. 1). Similar promise of Divine protection
against them (Ps. xci. 13). Daniel’s God
able to shut the lions’ mouths. Paul shakes
off the vipér that fastened on his hand and
feels no harm (Aects xxviii, 1, &e.) Yet
Polycarp and thousands more found their
martyr’s crown in the jaws of wild beasts.
(5) From being hurt either by the animate
or inanimate crealion.—(Verse 23.) “Thou
shalt be in league with the stones of the
field, and the beasts of the field shall be at

eace with thee.” The covenant made with

elievers includes the beasts of the field as
their friends and allies (Hos. ii. 18). Mua
in rebellion against His Maker has all creation
at enmity with him. Reconciliation with God
through Christ restores man to friendship
with the creatures. Dominion over the Jower
animals lost in Adam but regained in Christ
(Ps. viii. 6; Heb. ii. 8). Neither stonescan
hurt nor beasts devour against God’s will.
Stones and beasts not only zo¢ huré‘/‘ul, but
made profitable. The lions that refused to
touch Daniel devoured his enemies. The
stones of the field afforded Jacob the pillow
on which he slept his sweetest sleep.

2. Point of transition to positive blessings.
These such as are held most valuable among
men. Promised to Israel while faithful to
God. Not all of them promised to believers,
with the world in its present condition and
Satan as its prince. To be enjoyed in that
better state, when the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord (Is. Ixv. 17—
25 ; Rom. viil, 19~22; 2 Pet. iii. 13). A

40

for eshadowing of that state in Job’s condi-
tion after his restoration (eb. xlii. 10—17.)
(1) Domestic peace and felicily (Verse 24).
“Thou shalt know,” &c., ‘.., by a Divine
assurance and a happy experience. 7o dis- -
cern a mercy s itself a new mercy in its bosom
[Brookes). “Thy tabernacle shall be in
peace,” or, “be peace,”’—so thoroughly per-
vaded by it. In safety from others; in
harmony with itself; and enjoying a general
prosperity. “ A peaceable habitation, a sure
dwelling, and a quiet resting place,” among
promised blessings (Is. xxxil. 18). The
voice of rejoicing and salvation in the taber-
nacles of the righteous (Ps. ii. 8, 15).
God’s presence the only sure foundation g
Jumily peace. That peace consistent wit
trial, sickness, and death in the dwelling
1 Pet. i. 6).—(2) Safely and prosperily in oir
secular calling. * Thou shalt visit thy habita-
tion, (or perhaps,‘ thy fold,” ) and shalt not
siny ™ (or, ‘shalt not miss any of thy pro-
erty;> or, ‘not be disappomnted in thy
Eope,’—J[argz‘n, ¢ Shalt not err”). “Shalt
visit thy habitation,” after the day’s journey or
toil ;” or, “shalt visit thy fold or pasture,”
as one looking to the state of his flocks and
herds (Prov. xxvil. 23). A great mercy o
have a habitation to visit ; a still greater one
2o be made to visit it without sin. Domestic
peace a precious blessing ; domestic purity a
still more precious one, and essential to it.
Better to be kep! from sinning in our habitation
than from suflering in it. ~ God’s blessing on
our family and affairs connected with Zifigence
in atlending to them. Great mercy to find
our dwelling preserved from flames within
and foes without. The contrary on one occa-
sion one of David’s great trials (1 Sam. xxx.
1—5). Promises not falsified by trials that
seem to run counter to them.—(3) A numerous
and_happy offspring. (Verse 25). *Thy seed
shall be great,” &e. A numerous and power-
ful famify accounted, especially in the Kast,
one of the greatest blessings. The Bible ex-
presses the feelings of humanity in reference
to children,—* Happy is the man that hath
his quiver full of them ” (Ps. cxxvii. 5). One
of the most frequently promised earthly bless-
ings in the Old Testament. The promise
supposes godliness in the parents, and, as
its consequence, also in the children (Ps.
cxxviii. 1, 4). In the New Testament, the
promise not so much of a great as of a gracious
offspring (Is. xliv. 3—5). Contrary to his
expectation, the text realized in Job’s case,
notwithstanding his bereavement (ch. xlii.
13).—(4) A ripeold age with a peaceful death
and burial. (Verse 25). “Thou shalt come to
thy grave in a full age,” &c. * Shalt come.”
indicating—(1) Willingness to die; (2) A quiet
passage. ““To thy grave,”—buried in the
sepulchres of thy fathers. A peaceful grave
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and decent burial held, especially in the East,
a matter of great importance. The want of
it threatened as a Divine judgment (Deut.
xxviii. 26 ; Jer. xxii. 18, 19; xxxv1.38). Graves
in the East usually hewn out in the rock or
dug deep in the sand. Bodies otherwise fre-

uently cxposed to birds and beasts of prey.
afhe promise generally fulfilled. But the
godless rich man died and was buried ; while
nothing is said of the burial of Lazarus.
The promise of a ripe old age especially an
Old Testament one. Made first to Abraham
(Gen. xv. 15). Madc generally to the godly
(Ps. xci. 16). The desire to live to a good
old age an instinct of human nature. Pre-
mature death often threatened to the ungodly.
Length of days in wisdom’s right- hand
(Prov. iii. 16). The general result of a holy,
peaceful, and temperate life. A course of

iety in every respect favourable to it. Loug
{)ife connected both in the Old and New
Testament with obedicnce to the fifth com-
mandment (Ex. xx.12; Eph. v. 1-3). 4
blessing to live while we can live {o purpose.
Life to be measured, not so much by its days
as by its dvings. More important to live
well than to live long. Inward development
not necessarily the work of years. The pro-
mise rather of ripeness for death than conlinu-
ance of life.  The faithful believer is satisfied
with life whenever called {o quit if. Ripenin,
for death the result of Divine grace, an
found at all ages.

YIII. Application of the foregoing
(verse 27).

1. Affirmation of its {ruth wilk the grounds
of it. “Lothis—so it is.” Good to speak
with full conviction of the truth of what we
advance. Personal conviction, however, not
necessarily the proof of truth. Conviction
may be more or less enlightened. Inspired
utterances always true.—* We have searched

it.” Eliphaz the spokesman of the rest.
Their discourses probably the result of pre-
vious confercnce. Their minds already made
up on the subject of the Divine procedure in
refcrence to the rightcous and the wicked.
The statements of Eliphaz t4e result of stud,
and examination. 'The objects of lLis searc
were—(1) Z%e aclual experience of men, or
God’s visible dealings in Providence ; (2) The
traditional maxims of wise men before hin.
The examination, bhaving little of revealed
truth, both partialand limited. The period of
Eliphaz the early twilight of the world. 4%
stalements in respect to moral and religious
truth to be the result of carcful examination,
according to the means within our reach.

2. Exhortalion to personal self-application
of the truth delivered. < Know thou it.”
Truth heard, fo become matter of personal
cxperience. In order to this, it is to be—
(1) Examined ; (2) Pondered ; (3) Received.
The conduct of the Bermans (Acts xvii. 11).
The tone of Eliphaz that of a monitor and
teacher, as much older than Job (ch. xv. 10,
xxxii, 6, 7; xlii. 16).—“For thy good.”
The hearer’s good to be the speaker’s aim
(Eph. iv. 29). ~ His duty to apply truth heard
for his own advantage. The aim of Eliphaz,
Job's repentance and consequent restoration
to Divine favour. His motive good, but
founded on a mistaken and uncharitahle
view of Job’s character and the cause of lis
sufferings. Eliphaz, viewed as an example
to preachers —(1) Sincere; (2) Earnest;
(3) Courteous; (4) Employs variety of ar-
guments and illustrations; (5) Adduces
authorities; (6) Appeals to Divine revela-
tion. Fails—(1) In sympathy and warmth
of feeling; (2) In comprehensiveness of
view; (3) In adaptation of his authorities
to the case in hand; (4) In charitable judg-
ment ; (5) In appreciation of the case of lis
hearer.

CHAPTER VI

JOB’S REPLY 10 ELIPHAZ.

I, Justifies his complaint (verse 2).

O that mygrief were thoroughly weighed,”
&e. Job’s case neither apprehended nor
appreciated by his friends. Desires fervently
that his suffering and his complaining were
weighed against each other; or that his
calamity and the grief occasioned by it were
thoroughly consigered. The weight of it
l)eyondb that of the “sand” of the sea,—too
numerous to be counted and too heavy to be
weighed. The greatness of it beyond his
ability to express, being also the cause why

he had expressed himself so vehemently and
inconsiderately ;—“ therefore my words are
swallowed up,” or, “were rash”’ or ¢ vehe-
ment.” Job’s outward trials accumulated
and intense beyond all precedent. These at
first endured with extraordinary meekness
and patience. ANow, through the nature of
his disease and Satan operating on his mind
in consequence of it, all viewed on the dark
side. Our sufferings very much as we are
made o view them. The bitterest part of
Job’s sufferings now probably infernal anes 9
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his external trials being viewed as sent from
God, not in Zoze but in unaccountable anger.—
Describes these sufferings (verse 4) according
to his views and feelings :—(1.) As “arrows:”
Sharp and penetrating ; coming swiftly, sud-
denly, and with great force; not one but
many, coming in quick succession. (2.)
“ Arrows of the dluighty.” Shot by Him as
at an enemy, or as a mere butt for His
archery. The Almighty’s arrows must be
especially sharp and deadly. That they were
the Almighty’s arrows the bitterest eircum-
stance connected with them. (3.) ¢ Poi-
soned arrows.” Hence especially deadly, and
discharged by a deadly foe. Indicates the
intensely paiuful character of Lis sufferings;
poisoned arrows inflicting especially painful
and inflammatory wounds. (4.) These arrows
not only discharged against him, but abiding
“gwithin ” him, or being “with” him. His
distress unintermitting. (5.) The effect of
the arrows, their poison *drinking up his
spirit ?—exhausting his vital energy; or, his
spirit drinking up fheir deadly poison.

The Arrows of the Almighty.

No power of man or angel able to with-
stand these arrows. No shield but the shield
of faith able to receive them. No hand but
the pierced land of Jesus able to extraet
them. No balm but the blood of the Cross
able to heal their burning wounds. One of
these arrows able to briug down the stoutest
adversary. “O Galilean, thou hast con-
quered,”—said by one of the most deter-
mined enemies of Christ, Julian the Apostate
Emperor, while dying on the battle-field.
Job’s miseries scarcely half-told in the pre-
ceding history. His outward calamities rather
the occasion than the cause of his intensest
suffering. A believer’s inward trouble in
time of trial sometimes greater than the
outward troublc which occasioned it. His

reatest distress often from a cause entircly
giﬁ'erenl, from the outward trial. Heavy
outward trouble often light in comparison
with inward distress from spiritual and un-
seen causes. The rankling arrows of the
Almighty much more dreadful than either the
loss of property and children, or bodily
affliction. A terrible aggravation of Job’s
outward trouble. Apprehended wrath on
the part of God the greatest of all troubles
to a believer. The essence of the Redeemer’s
suffering, as of that of the patriarch’s,—
“My God, my God,” &e. The awful expe-
rience of the lost. No greater hell than
these arrows, *“sharp in the hearts of the
King’s enemies” (Ps. xlv. 5). Fully dis-
charged against the Son of God while standing
as the Sinner’s Substitute. That Substitute
acczpted becomes Himself the Sinner’s
2

Shield: The arrows felt in the conviction of
sin (Aects ii. 87). Bringing the sinner to
the feet of the Saviour they become arrows
of mercy. The arrows extracted and the
wounds healed by simple trust in Jesus and
His blood. Discharged against the believer
rather in his own apprelension than in reality.
The apprehension intended as a diseiplineand
trial of faith (Is. liv. 8; lvii. 17, 18). The
experience removed when the object hasbeen
served (Jer. xxxi, 18—20). Sutan, working
on our unbetief in time of trouble, alble fo
make his own darts to be mistaken jfor the
arrows of the Almighty. The Almighty’s
arrows now in the Saviour’s hand (Ps. xlv. 5;
Rev. vi. 2).

Jol’s condition sufficient to account for his
complaint. Even leasts do not utler their
cries when they have food. (Verse 5)—*‘ Doth
the wild ass bray ? ” &e. The ass found in
a wild state, large, fleet, and strong, in
Arabia and west of the Euphrates. A hint
at the want of sympathy on the part of his
friends. It iseasy to be quiet when suffering
nothing. True sympathy makes us suffer in
the distress of another (1 Cor. xii. 26).
Natural to fcel and utter complaint under
severe suffering. Men cannot eat insipid
and tasteless food without mixing salt with it.
(Verse 6)—‘“Can that which is unsavoury?”
&e. Salt so important with the Arabs as
to he used as a synonym for food, their diet
being chiefly vegetable. Mentions, as an
example of the insipid, the “ white of an
egg,” or perhaps the herb *parslain,” pro-
verbial among the Arabs for its insipidity.
Perhaps Job quotes a proverb in common
use. Indicates not only the naturalness of
complaint, but the need of simpathy and
encouragement in time of trouble. Insipid
things need salt to make them palatable.
Speech to be with grace seasoned with salt
for the henefit of others (Col. iv. 6). ““ A word
spoken in season, how good isit.” “Heavi-
ness in the heart of man maketh it stoop,
but a good word maketh it glad ” (Prov. xii.
25). The true humanity of Jesus seen in His
craving for human sympathy in His distress
(Matt. xxvi. 37—40). A bifter aggravation
of trouble when “lover and friend are put
far from us * (Ps. lxxxviii. 18). Z%e decpest
poverty is to be without a friend to sympathize
with us in our sorrow.—Job reasserts his sad
condition. (Verse 6)—*The things which
my soul refused to touch,” &e. Sad reverse
when what we could not even touch before
is now our daily but sorrowful and nauseous
food. Job’s loathsome ulcers now as his
daily bread. Similar sentiment (Ps, cii. 9;
xlii. 3; Ixxx. 5). Learn: (1) Painful re-
verses to be prepared for. (2) Moderalion
and humility our duty in prosperily. Some-
times but a short step from affluence to
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destitution (Prov. xxiii. 5; 1 Tim. vi. 17).
The beauty of health s‘Eeedily exchanged for
the loathsomeness of disease. A single day
may put Dives in the place of Lazarus, o7 2
worse. (3) The uncertainty of earthly posses-
sions and enjoyments to be improved to the
securing of heavenly ones. Grace teaches the
rich man to rejoice in that he is made low
(Jam. i. 10). #

I1. Repeats and justifies his desire
for death (verse 8, &c.). "

O that I might have my request,” &e.
His request a release from present suffer-
ings by death., Asked also as a favour from
God by Elijah under the juniper tree, and
by Jonah at Nineveh (1 Kings xix. 4; Jon.
iv. 3, 8). God the arbiter of life and death.
Job leaves his time in God’s hand (eb. xiv.
14). Satan and Job’s wife would have had
him taking the matter into his own. Ancient
heathens believed they had a right to end
their life when they pleased. Desire for
death a natural feeling under deep and pro-
tracted distress. Often, however, rather
from the impatience of the flesh than the
aspiration of the spirit. Only men’s way-
wardness and hardness of heart once awakened
something of the feeling in Jesus (Matt.
Paul’s gesire to depart was to be
with Christ (Phil. i. 23), Desire for death
no proof of fitness for it. The choice be-
tween life and death best referred to God
Himself. Preparation for death implies some
ability lo glorify God in life. Soon enough
to rest when our work is done. A favour
to “ cease at once to work and live.” Job’s
request not granted. Some prayers better
refused than answered. A sick child may be
spared to die a felon's death.

The reason of Job’s desire for death:—
(1) The comfort in the prospect of a speedy
release from his extreme distress. (Verse 10)
— Then should I yet have eomfort (or, this
should be my comfort) ; yea, I would harden
myself in sorrow: let Him not spare (or,
1 would leap for joy in my unsparing sorrow).
() The consciousness of having been God’s
Saithful servant : ““For I have not concealed
(or denied) the words of the Holy Omne.”
Implies—(i.) Fearlessness in confessing the
truth; (ii.) Faithfulness in eommunicating
it., The sin of the heathen that of “holding
or keeping down the truth in unrighteous-
ness.” Truth inwardly belicved 1s to be
outwardly professed (Rom. x. 10). God
honoured and the world benefited by a bold
and consistent profession of the truth. The
practice of God’s faithful servants in every
age (Ps. Ixxi. 17; exix. 46). Examples:
.ﬁoeh, WNoah, Abraham, Daniel. Truth
received il order to be communicated (2 Cor.
iv, 6; Phil. ii, 15, 16). The language of

Job used by David and his great Antitype
(Ps. x1. 9, 10). The testimony of a good
and enlightened conscience a precious com-
fort in the midst of suffering and in the
prospect of death (2 Cor.i. 12; 2 Tim, iv,
6—8). The testimony of Job’s conscience,
that he had neither by fearfulness nor faith-
lessness concealed

The Words of the Holy One,

These words found in the shape of—(1)
Doctrines; (2)Promises; (3) Commands. They
were God’s words, as—(1) Communicated by
Him to Adam and others, and handed down
to their posterity ; (2) Revealed to Job him-
self. ““God at sundry times and in divers
manners spake to the fathers® (Heb. 1. 1).
The Church of God in possession of such
words from the beginning. TFaint echoes
and distorted forms of these words found
everywhere among the heathen. Prominent
among these was the proto-evangel of Gen.
ifi. 15. These words the precious treasurc
of the children of God in every age. A light
to their feet and a comfort to their heart.
Employed by Job in instructing, sustaining,
and comforting others (ch. iv. 3, 4). God
known in Job’s time as ‘“the Holy One.”
So called, Is. x!. 25; Hos.xi. 9; Heb. iii. 3.
His name Holy (Is.lvii. 15). God alone
holy (Rev. xv. 4). Peculiarly and essentially
holy (1 Sam. ii. 2). Thriee holy (Is. vi. 3;
Rev. iv. 8). Contrasted with the gods of
the heathen. These acknowledged by their
very worshippers to be impure and unworthy
of imitation. The Greeks and Romans
justified their own impurity by that of their
gods. People naturally resemble the deities
they worship. Solemn obligation resting on
the worshippers of the true God to be holy
(Lev. xi. 44; 1 Pet. 1. 16). His children
made partakers of his holiness (Ieb. xii, 10;
2 Pet. i. 4).

Job justifies his desire for death on the
ground of kis grievous afffiction. His strength
unable to hold out under such accumulated
evils (verse11). “Whatis my strength,”(—
or power of endurance—)“that I should
hope,”’(—indulge the slow protracted hope of
recovery and the cnjoymont of those tem.
poral blessings held out by Eliphaz)? ““And
whatis mine end ”’(—the end of these miseries)
—*“that T should prolong my life ?*’(—or con-
tinue to exercise patience). = The language
of the flesh. Spoken according to seuse.
Justified by appearance and carnal rcasoning.
Despondency and impatience natural in the
absence of faith, TFaith battles with appear-
ances and triumphs over them (Ps. xlit. 11
Mie. vii. 7, 8; Hab. iii. 17, 18). No time
long to faith. Abraham’s faith held out
tweunty-five years for the promised birtg,stlll
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Lis own and his wife’s body were as good as
dead. Taith the mother of paticnce. Tooks
not at the weakness of the creature, but the
power of the Creator. Difficulties and ap-
parent impossibilities the true matter for
faith. “ Laughs at impossibilities,” because
leaning on Omnipotence. Faith often toseek
in a storm. “Every man is a belicver in a
fair day ” [Rutherford]. No express pro-
mise of recovery and restoration given to
Job. The fact of God’s omnipotence, and
the truth that He is the hearer of prayer,
that e interposes sooner or later in his ser-
vants’ behalf, and that He does alt things
well,—enough for faith to rest upon in time
of trouble. TFaith at times triumphant in
Job, though not with reference to any tem-
poral deliverance (ch. xix. 23, &e.; xxiii. 10).
—Verse 12. “Is my strength the strength of
stones, orismy flesh of brass #”—the symbol
of hardness and durability. The nature of
unbelief to dwell in personal weakness.
Faith looks not on human weakness but on
Divine strength. ITence makes its possessor
strong in his weakness. Through faith, be-
licvers ¢‘out of weakuess were made strong*
(Heb. xi. 34). Faith enabled Paul rather to
glory in hisinfirmitics,and to say : “ When 1
am weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor. xii.
9, 10).

Job gustifies his despondency on the ground
of Lis thorough and apparently hopeless pros-
tretion (verse 13). “Is not my help in
me? And is wisdom driven quite from me ?*
(Rather,—Is it not the fact that no help for
me is in myself, and that recovery (or health)
is quite fled from me?). Expresses his real
case as viewed by the eye of sense. Abra-
ham’s faith, however, did not stagger even
when the child of promise was to be offered
on the altar. Our weakness aad helplessness
the proper theatre for the display of God’s
power and Christ’s grace. Divine strength
magnifies itself in realized weakness (2 Cor.
xii. 9). A higher experience than that at-
tained by Job reserved for God’s children in
the Gospel age (1eb. xi. 40 ; Matt. xi. 11).
The feeble to be then like David, and the
House of David as God (Zec. xii. 8; Is.
XxX. 26).

III. Complains of his friends’ want
of sympathy (verses 14—21).

Kindness to the afflicted

1. Job states a moral truth (verse 14).
“To him that is afflicted,” &c.

Compassionate kindness to the suffering a
dictate of humanity, and one of the first
principles of religion (Jam. i, 27 ; Matt. ix.
13). The good Samaritan Christ’s chosen
example for His disciples, and His own com-
mentary on the second table of the law.
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Mercy accompanied with truth the essence
of moral perfeetion, and the true spirit of
Christianity (Ps. lxxxv. 10; lxxxix. 14).
Pity to be shown to the afflicted—(1) In
words of sympathy and kindness; (2) In
practical assistance, as far as in our power ;
(3) In refraining from what may uuneces-
sarily wound the feelings ; (4) In commend-
ing the suffcrer’s case to God (Ps. exli. 5
Jam, v. 15, 16). This to be doue for any in
affliction, especially for a friend (Luke x

+29—37 ; Prov. xvil. 17).

2. dpplies this truth to the case of his
Srieuds.  “But he forsaketh the fear,” &e.,
—viz., Eliphaz and the others, in their want
of kindness and sympathy towards Joh.
Want of love to our neighbour proves want of
love to God. Love to ourneighbour enjoined
by Divine authority as the sccond part of the
law. The want of it, therefore, an evidence
of the want of fewr as well as Jove towards God.
Pity is love to our neighbour in apfiction.
Our ncighbour has elways a clain on our
love, and in affliction on our pity. That pity
engendered by the fear of God, as—(1) Our
neighbour is God’s own offspring; (2) Our
suffering neighbour is the object of His
special regard. Pity required by God to-
wards a suffering neighbour as Ie has had
]Sity on ourselves (Matt. xviil. 33—35).

Tercy and compassion His own character,
to be imitated by all His children (Luke vi.
36). The fear of God therefore the guarantee
of right feelings towards man. The guardian
of all the social and relative dutics. Love
to God unable to dwell in the same heart
with indifference to man, Selfishness in-
compatible with the fear of God. After
God’s example, kindness and pity to be
shown to the afflicted, whatever his eharacter
and religion. Illustrated by the parable of
the Good Samaritan, and the legend of Abra-
ham and the [dolater. As a motive to shew
kindness to the poor and the afflicted, God
has identified their cases with His own
(Prov. <iv. 31; xix. 17). Pity due to an
afflicted fellow-creature, still more to an
afllicted friend. Duties and obligations en-
hanced aceording to relationship (Mal.i. 6;
Prov. xvii. 17 ; xviii. 24).

The disappointing conduct of the friends
fouchingly set jforth by a continued simile
(verse 15, &e.). My brethren have dealt
deceitfully as a brook,” (or wady—a nar-
row valley or bed of a stream between two
rocky hills, filled with water in winter but
usually dried up in summer)—¢as the stream
of brooks they (or, which) pass away,” viz.
in the heat of summer. Three points in the
comparison :— (1) ZThe former profession of
[friendship,—resembling the noisy, rushing
wady-stream, full of water through the
melted ice, and snow, and rains of winter,
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when less required. (Verse 16).—(2) Z%e
failure in real kindness and sympathy when
needed,—like the drying up of the brook
through the summer heat, and the’ entire
disappearanee of the waters, having vanished

into vapour or been lost in the sands of the -

desert. (Verse 17, 18).—(3) The bitter dis-
appoiniment,—like that of the earavans of
Tema or- Ishmaelites, and the trading com-
panies of Sheba or Arabia Felix, when,
contrary to their expectation, they find the
stream dried up, and are unable to obtain a
supply of water (verse 19, 20). Observe—
(1) Zhe right of the aflicted to expect kind-
wess and sympathy, especially from their friends.
(%) Cure to be taken fo make a visit of condo-
lence to correspond with its profession, (3) A
great part of friendship, to be true iu time of
trouble. Affection not to be cooled by afflic-
tion. A brother born for adversity. Falsc
friends like vermin that abandon a sinking
vessel, or swallows that departat the approaeh
of winter. True friends hkeivy that adheres
to the tree inits decay. Genuine friendship,
like the light of phosphorus, brightest in the
dark. (4) Owr views of a friend’s character not
to be lightly changed, least of all by his cireuin-
stances. Base even to suspectafriend. Love
“hopeth all things * and “ thinketh no evil.”
The ground of his complaint (verse 21).
“For now ye are nothing,”—are to me like
the vanished wady-stream, as though you
had never been. Friends by profession to
prove themselves worthy of the name. Base
to profess friendship and to be destitute of
its feelings, or to withhold its offices. Love
to be not in word and in tongue, but in deed
and in truth (1 Johniii. 18).—* Ye havc seen
my casting down,” (my prostration and
calamity) °‘and are afraid.” Their feelings
read in their faces. Only oze had spoken
with his lips, /! with their looks. Their
fear as if a pious dread at the signal display
of Divine judgment, and horror at the dis-
covery of seeret wiekedness. Afraid—(1)
Of being found sympathizing with a guilty
man ; &) Of being involved m the same
calamity ; (3) Of being called upon to re-
lieve or defend the suflerer. Base to with-
hold sympathy and kindness from regard to
our own comfort, credit, or convenience. -

- IV. Remonstrates with his friends on
the baseness of their eondnet (verses 22

1. IIe Ldd asked no fuvour af their hands
(verses 22, 23). “Did I say (or, is it be-
cause I said) Bring unto me (for my re-
lief); or Give a reward for me of your
substance (to repair my losses or obtain
the favour of the judge); or, Deliver me
from the enemy’s hand? Or, redeem mec
from the hand of the mighty #’— (who have

«

robbed me of my property, or are now addin
to my affliction). The right of the afflicte
and suffering to receive not only sympathy
but practical help. Afforded by Abraham to
his captive nephew (Gen. xiv. 14). This a
noble mind recoils from asking, though
thankful in receiving. The favour Job re-
fused to ask, afterwards liberally accorded
(ch. xhi. 11). Sometimes the only service we
can vender is a cordial sympatlhy.

2. They had not altempted to show him his
sin (verse 24). “Teach me and I will
hold my tongue; and cause me to under-
stand wherein I have erred.” Mark of an
honest and ingenuous mind to be willing to
be convinced of error or wrong-doing. A
prejudice or superstition simply to infer
sinning from suffering. Absurd to exhort
to repentance without attempting to convince
of sin. Job’s friends unable to point ont any
fault in his former life, except by inference.
The language of his Antitype partially his—
 Whieh of you convinceth me of sin?”
(John viii. 46), All sin an erring or straying
from the path of reetitude and the will of
God. Tound in all, Job not excepted ; his
friends only challenged to point out any
breach of morality or religion as the cause of
his peculiar suffering. To point out sin when -
we see it, is a duty we owe to our neighbour.
Faithful and wise reproof required by the
law of love (Lev. xix. 17). Job’s sense of
the value of such reproof (verse 25).

Right Words.

“How forcible arc right words!’ (Heb.
“words of uprightness™).

1. The form of such words—(1) Argument;
(2) Reproof; (3) Iunstruction; (4) Admoni-
tion ; (5) Persuasion.

2. The character of the words—*right.”’
(1) Right and true in themselves—unmixed
with error and falsehood—“sound speeeh
that cannot be condemned ” (Tit. ii. 8). In
speaking to others we are to beware of daub-
ing with untempered mortar (Ezek. xiii. 10) ;
or of corrupting the Word of God (2 Cor. ii.
17). To speak forth only ““the words of truth
and soberness ”” (Acts xxvi. 25) ; © aceeptable
words,”” but also “words of truth ” (Lceles.
xil. 10). Arguments to be sound,—premises
true, and conclusions just. Our statements
to be according to the law and the testimony
(Is. viil. 20). (R) The whole truth, so fur as
necessary, in connection with the subject. No-
thing profitable to be kept back, either from
fear or favour. No merc one-sided view of
the truth to be given. Teachers not to he-
partial in the law (Mal. ii. 9). Truth to be
exhibited in all its parts, and in their duc

ropositions. The word of {ruth to be rightiy
givided (2 Tim. ii. 15). The merey of God
not to be enlarged upon to the ignom‘lgs of
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His justice, nor the converse. The promises
not to be without the precepts, nor the
precepts without the promises.. Faith not
to be urged without works as its fruits,
nor works without faith as their founda-
tion. Not morality without religion, nor
religion without morality. Not the law
without the Gospel, nor the Gospel without
the law. Words, to be right words, must
he evangelical words—‘the truth as it is
in Jesus.” Pardon not to be held out
apart from Christ’s blood which procures it.
Holiness not to be urged apart from Christ’s
indwelling spirit as its author. (3) Coirect
in their application. Truth may be so applied
as to become practical error. The fault in
Job’s friends. Pillows not to be sewed to
all armholes ; and those not to be made sad,
even with trutl, whom the Lord does not
make sad (Ezek. xiii. 18—22). Meat to be
given in season as each requires and is able
to bear it. Milk to babes, strong meat to
those of mature age. Some to be sharply
reproved. The bruised reed to be bound
up with tender hand. Not only truth to be
preached, but seasonable truth—* the present
truth,” (Pet. i. 12). Sound doctrine not to

e so preached as to become a soporific.
The words of the wise to be as goads, there-
fore to be wisely direcled. “ A word spoken
in season, how good is it 7 (4) Spoken in
uprightness and sincerity. Without fear or
favour. ~Without prejudice or passion.
Without self-seeking or time-serving. With
simplicity and godly sincerity. As in the
sight of God and in the view of eternity.
The speaker to J¢, and therefore to appear,
in earnest. Truth not to be spoken as if it
were fiction, as if not belicved by the speaker
himself. To be spoken in Zove, in tender-
ness, sympathy, and concern for the hearer’s
welfare. The speaker’s spirit to preach as
well as his speech, his manner as well as
his smatter. The words of truth on the
speaker’s li})s not to be falsified by the man-
ner in which they are spoken, or by the in-
consistency of his life.

3. The efficacy of such words. * Foreible,”
—powerful, efficacious. (1.) In enliyhiening
she wundersianding, discovering truth, and
to producing fzith. *So spake that a great
multitude believed.”” (Acts xiv. 1). A well-
constructed argument having truth for its
basis, irvesistible [4. Clarke].  In awakening
the conscience, convincing of sin, and so pro-
ducing repentance. So Peter’s words at
Pentecost, and Paul’s before Felix (Acts

-ii. 37; xxiv. 25).  (3.) In moving the affec-

tions and will, and so restraining from sin,
and persuading to dufy. So with the
awakened at Pentecost (Acts ii. 41). The
Ephesians burned their ungodly books (Acts
xix. 19). - Herod heard John gladly and did
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. circumstances.

many things (Mark vi. 20). (4.) In comfori-
ing the afflicled, sustaining the weak, and
succouring the tempted. “ Heaviness in the
heart of man maketh it stoop—a good word
maketh it glad*” (Prov. xii. 25). The effect
of Job’s own words in his former condition
(chap. iv. 3, 4).

Y. Complains of his friends’ reproof
and their conduct towards him (verses
25—27). '

1. Their argument and reproof had been
pointless and profitless (verse 25). “What
doth your arguing reprove ? (or, ““ what con-
viction is there i the reproof you have ad-
ministered ¢’)  Eliphaz, their chief speaker,
had (1) shewn no sin on the part of Job as
meriting his severe treatment; (2) Ix-
horted to repentance without showing the
grounds for its necessity. In discoursing to
others we are to have a clear aim and definite
purpose. 'That aim to be a right one and im-
portant in the circumstances. Our purpose to
be prosceuted in a wise and suitable manner.
The preacher not to speak * as uncertainly,”
nor to preach “as one that beatcth the air.”

2. Their reproof was direcled only against
words utlered in deep distress and great dis-
quietude of spirit (verse 26). ““Doyeimagine
to reprove words, and the speeches of one
that 1s desperaté, which arc as wind ?* (or,
“and to scrutinize, sift, or ¢ air’ thespeeches
of one that is desperate ?”% The Fault of
Job’s friends that they had attacked the
words of his complaint instead of showing
the evil of his life. As a rule, by our words
we shall be justified or condemned (Matt,
xii. 37). The reason, ““out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh.”” Ordi-
narily, a man is as his speech. Allowance,
however, to be made for words uttered under
deep distress, and in exceptionally trying
A high offence in God’s
sight to make a man an offender for a word
(Is. xxix. 21). Observe—(1.) Rush words,
especially under provocation, an *‘easily beset-
ting sin” (Heb. xii. 1). Great-temptation
to such words under excited feeling. The
heart to be kept with all diligence, especially
in time of trouble (Prov. iv. 23). The
mouth to be kept as with a bridle when
God’s hand is heavy on us (Ps. xxxix. 1—
10). (2.) The case of « believer may appear
““ desperate” to himself and others, when it
appears the very opposile to God. A child
of God often writes hitter things against
himself when his Father does not. A tried
believer apt to judge of his case from feeling
and appearance. The flesh a blind judge as
to a man’s real case and character. That
case can never be desperate which is linked
to the Almighty’s throne. “Thou hast no-
thing to fear who hast Cesar for thy friend.”
A man’s case cannot be desperate who has—,
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(i) a place-in the Almighty’s heart; (ii) his
hand in His heavenly Father’s; (iil) an in-
gereit in the everlasting covenant (2 Sam. ii.
 5).

Job strongly inveighs tgainst his friend’s
conduct (verse 27). * Yea, ye overwhelm
(margin, ©cause [a net or noose] to fall
upon’) the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for
your friend” (seeking to catech him 1n un-
ﬁarded words, and to make him out to be a
ypoerite and transgressor). Rightly or
wrongly, Job construes his friends’ zianguage
and looks into malice. Their conduet harsh
and unfeeling, but according to Job, diabo-
lical. Strong language and exaggerated views
of the conduct of others towards ourselves,
a natural result of deep trouble and ex-
cited feeling. Men capable, however, of the
conduet here aseribed by Job to his friends.
Joseph’s brethren an example. The words
strictly true of the enemies of Jesus, their
truest and best friend. The conduct of Job’s
friends all the guiltier as being—(1) Under
colour of frieufshi ¢)) Under profession
of ]giety; (3) With considerable knowledge
of Divine truth. Cruellest feelings sometimes
covered with the gard

of greatest sanctity.
Example : Torquemada a,ndg

the Spanish In-

quisitors. Important prayer—¢ Search me,
- -O God, and know my heart ” &e. (Ps. exxxix.
v 28): -

YI. Job’s challenge to his friends
(verses 28—30).

1. dppeal of conscious integrity (verse 28).
“ Now, therefore, be céntent, look upon
me: for it is evident unto you (margin, © it
is before your face’) if I lie”” (or, ““shall T
lie to y~ur face ?’) Ohserve :—(1) Conscious
innocence not only allows but solicits examina-
tion. A good conscience enables a man to
live in a glass-honse. So Jesus—‘° Which
of you convinceth me of sin ” (John viii. 46).
A mark of grace to come to the light that
our deeds may be made manifest (John iii. 21).
Paul prays for believers that they may be
“ sincere,”’— able, in heart and life, to bear
the serutiny of daylight (Phil. i. 10). A
child of God is careful to be truthful both in

lip and life. A Christian is one who is more

eoncérned to de than to appear such.

@)

. Lruth and sincerity read in the countenance.

The face the dial-plate of the soul. An up-
right keart makes an open countenance (verse
29). - “ Return, I pray you, let it not be ini-
quity (or, “let there no injustice ’—no
unjust or partial judgment); yea, return
again, my righteousness is in it” (margiz,
“m this matter ”»=~I shall be found inno-
cent in the trial). Truth and innocence court
investigation. The consciously u(i)right desire
only impartial and un&)rejudice trial.  The
langunage of Jesus, and of those wrapped in -
His righteousness—“ Who is he that con-
demneth ” (Isa. 1. 9; Rom. viil. 32—34).
The believer a paradox—*¢ Black but comely”
—black in himself, comely in Christ; guilty
and yet righteons—guilty in his own person,
righteous 1n his righteous Head (2 Cor. v.
21). Renounces all righteousness but Christ’s
in the sight of God, yet careful to maintain
spotless character in the sight of men.

2. The ground of Job’s appeal—his ability
to distinguish and judge of moral conduct
(verse 30). Ts there iniquity (literally, or,
a depraved taste) in my tongue? Caunot my
taste (margin, © palate ’) discern perverse
things ?” (am I not able to distinguish
between right and wrong?) No small ex-
cellence to possess a correct moral judgment.
Moral sense obscured and weakened by the
fall and by a course of sin. The moral
judgment becomes depraved by sin as the
taste by disease. The character of the un-
godly to call evil good, and good evil. The
mature Christian, oue who has his senses
exercised to discern hoth good and- evil
(Heb. v. 14). A fruit of renewing grace to
know and approve ‘“the good, the perfect,
and the acceptable ” (Rom. xii. 2). “J ud%-
ment ” to “approve things that are excel-
lent,” or to “distinguish between things
that differ,” a_gift of grace (Phil. i. 9, 16’3.
A part of spiritual wisdom to understand
what the will of the Lord is, and the oppo-
site (Eph. v. 17). Grace indicated not only
by a tender, but an enlightened conscience.
The ungodly know not what at they stumble.
‘ They know not what they do.” TIn mur-
dering Christ’s followers, men were to think
they were doing God service (John xvi. 2).
Panl’s former case (Acts xxvi, 9—11). Im-
portant prayer—¢ Cause me to know the
way wherein I should walk ” (Ps. cxliii, 8).

CHAPTER VIL

- CONTINUATION OF JOB'S SPLLCH.

Job ceases to altercate with Eliphaz and to defend himself. Resumes his complaints, and
ends by addressing himself to God.

I. Complains of the general lot of

humanity (verse 1). 3
“Is there not an appointed time (margin,
a warfare,’ or war-service) to man (pro-

perly, to wretcked man, Ieb., ¢ Enosl,’—man
viewed as fallen, and therefore miserable)
upon earth ? Are not his days also as the
days of an hireling?” Wishes to show—
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(1) His desire for death excusable; (2)
Suffering not peculiar to the bad.  Suggests
instruetive views of

Human Life,

1. As an appointed period. War-service,
and the time of a hired labourer’s employ-
ment, fmited. The term used also to express
the time of a Levite’s serviec at the taber-
nacle, namely, twenty years (Numb. iv. 23).
Doetrine : L% bounds of wman’s life ap-
pointed (ch. xiv. 5). Our days measured out
by Him who created us (Psa. xxxix. 4). Our
times in His hand (Psa. xxxi. 15). Not
without respeet to the means necessary for
life’s continuance. God’s predestination
neither interferes with fhe hwman will nor
the operation of second causes, but embraces
both. The means taken into view along with
the appointment of the exd. The crop not
appointed without the ploughing and sowing.
If the passengers’ lives are to be preservea,
the sailors are to do their duty (Acts xxvii.
22—31). The eleet saved, but not without
regeneration, repentance, and faith. If a
man is to reaeh his “threescore years and
ten,” he is not to shorten them by negleet,
intemperance, or crime. The wicked often
do not ““ live out half their days,”—the days
they might and shoxld have lived. Discase
as muel appointed as the death it occasions.
Lessons : Life an appointed period. Henee—
(1.) Bear meekly its trials ; they are but for
a limited time; (2.) Wait patiently for its
termination : it will come in God’s time.
Neither greatly desire nor hasten it ; (3.)
Carefully improve its continuance. Mueh to
be done, and but a short time to do it in
(Eecles. ix. 10).

2. As a war-service; Such a period not
one of ease, enjoyment, or indulgence ; but
of hardship, privation, unrest. Job’s reason
for desiring - its termination. Life a war-
service—(1) As a time of troubie and suffer-
ing. Man born to trouble (eh. v. 7); (2)
As a time of conflict. Sin and Satan our great,
enemies ; (3) As a time of service. Man
bound to serve God as his right{ul sovereigu.
Lessons: (1) Be patient of kardship, and
prepared for trial and suffering. Man’s, and
especially a Christian’s, is a soldier’s lile.
¢ Endure hardness ” (2 Tim. ii. 3). Tedious
marehes, camp discomforts, ficld duties. (2)
Be careful to be on the right side. We must
serve; but it may be either under Christ’s
banner or the devil’s. (3) Be fuitiful, obe-
dient, and active ; faithful to your King,
obedient to your Captain, active in discharge
of your duty. (4) Be Zopeful, courageous,
and exduring. 'With Christ as our captain
vietory is eertain; and, after short and
faithful scrviee, comes long and honourable
reward (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8).

3. As lhe levm of a hired servant. We

‘may have a hireling’s pos?, without a hireling’s

spirit. Salvation by grace not inconsistent
with “respect to the rccompense of reward.”
Each heliever has his work in the vineyard,
and each receives “ his penny.” A hired
labourer has—(1) Paiiful und self-denying
labour to undergo; (2) A short and limited
time to do it iu; (3) Due wayes to receive
when it is done, Life sueh a service. Man
must serve—either God or Satan, righteous-
ness or siu (Rom. vi. 16—22). Each thought,
word, and action, a service to one or other of
these two masters. Hence—(1) ¢ Choose
the best master. God’s service is—(1.) Honour-
able; (ii.) Pleasant; (iii.) Satisfying to the
conseience. Has along with it—(e) Kind
treatment ; (4) Comfortable provision; (¢)
Liberal remuneration.—(2) Be diligent in
doing the Master’s work and watchful in
éaolcz';z_q Jor the Mauster’s coming (Mark xiii.
34—37)

II. Renews his complaint and de-
seribes his sad condition, Meution of the
“hireling ” in verse 1 suggests to him the
comparison of himself to a slave or a day-
labourer who longs for the evening rest
(verse 2). ““As the servant (or slave) ear-
nestly -desireth (margin—*gapeth’ or pants
after) the shadow [of evening], and a$a
hireling (hired servant, as distinguished from
a slave) looketh for the reward (or finishing)
of his work, so,” &e.

Describes his afflicted condition in three
particulars : —

1. Comfortless days and painful nights
(verse 3). ““So am 1 made to possess (//eb.
“to inherit’) months of vanity (without
comfort or relief to myself, and without profit
either to myself, or others), and wearisome
nights (Zeb. < nights of labour or tronble’)
are appointed (ZZed.  numbered’) to me.”
Such dl;ys and nights the result—(1) Of his
disease; (2) Of his bereavement; (3) Of
spiritual darkness.  Says not days, but
““months ” of vanity, each day appearing a
month. So Jonah speaks of his three days
in the fish’s belly as an eternity,—* for
ever” (Jom. ii. 6). ““A man m great
misery may so far lose his measure as to
think a minute an hour” [Zocke]. On
the other hand, as grief refrds, so joy
hastens time. The bliss of heaven makes
““cternity seem as a day.” Job’s troubles,
however, may now have probably lasted some
months. These painfu{) days and nights
spoken of as an iunkeritance. A hitter irony,
vet true. Trouble handed down to us with
sin as its consequence. *A sad inleritanee
of woe.” Adheres to us as our ancestral
possession, * Made to possess”’ them, as
against his will. “The creaturc made sub-
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ject to vanity, not willingly” (Rom. viii. 20).
Blessed contrast to this mheritance is that
found in Christ (Rom. viii. 17; Heb.
ix. 15; 1 Pet. 1. 4). Yet months
of suffering not necessarily “months of
vanity.”’ These, to a child of God, among
the all things working together for his goofi
(Rom. viii. 24). Times of aflliction are made
times of profit, to ourselces, through spiritual
teaching and Divine commuuion ; to offers,
by the cxample afforded of patience and
Divine support.

“In all my list of blessings infinite
Stands this the foremost, that my heart has
bled.”

2. Rest lessness of mind and body (verse
4), “When I lic down, I say, when shall I
arise, and the night be gone? (or, ¢ but the
night is extended;’ margin, ¢ and the evening
be measured ?’) And Lam full of tossings,”
&c, The distressing nights dwelt upon
rather than the days. Long, weary, sleep-
less nights among the most painful circum-
stances connected with sickness or sorrow.
Such nights contrasted with the refreshing
rest of the worn-out slave and weary labourer.
These wearisome and restless nights, how-
ever, counted out by God to his people.
(verse 3). Not one too many, or more than
He will over-rule for our good. God an
accurale dispenser of Ilis people’s sufferings
and sorrow (Is. xxvii. 8). Connected with
the long sleepless nights are the “tossings
to and fro upon the bed.” ¢ We change
the place, but keep the pain.” The nocturnal
tossings in mind often more painful than
those of the dody (Ps. Ixxvil, 2—9; Is.
xxxviil. 18). Sleep God’s gift to his beloved
(Ps. exxvil. 2). TIts absence in sickness or
trouble itself no small affliction.

I“Nature’s soft nurse, how have I frighted
thee,
That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids
down?”

3. Loathsomeness of body (verse 5).
My flesh is clothed with worms and clods
of dust (literally, or in appearance); my
skin is broken and become loathsome;”
(or, breaks [in ulcers% and dissolves [in
matter]). Corruption breeding worms, ul-
cerous running sores, and roug:ﬁ ashy scales
covering the body, prominent features in
Job’s disease. The Klephantiasis a speeies
of leprosy (Lev. xii.. 9—17). Renders the
patient loathsome to look at, and forbids
contact or near approach. Similar revolting
picture probably presented in Lazarus (Luke
xvi, 20), and in Herod (Acts xii. 23). Some-
thing like it complained of by David (Ps.*
xxxviil. 3, 5, 7, 11), and by Heman (Ps.
lxxzviiii 8,18). A sad aggravation of our

aflliction when it renders us loathsome to
our friends.

Lessons from Job’s Disease.

(1) Zerrible power of Satan. Satan the im-
mediate author of Job’s disease. (2) Drecadful -
effects of sin. But for sin there bad been no
disease. Sin turns our comeliness into cor-
ruption, and covers a formerly fair and
healthy body with foul putridity and worm-
breeding sores. (3) Claracter of our mortal
dody. Soon reduced to loathsome putre-
faction even while alive. “Our vile body,”
—the *body of our humiliation” (Phil. iii.
21). (4) The saint as liable fo the most
loathsome diseases us the sinmer. Witness
Job and Lazarns. (5.) The love of Christ in
assuming a body with such liabilities. Made
“in the likeness of sinful flesh”” (Rom. viii. 2).
“Took our infirmities and bare our siek-
nesses ” (Matt. viil. 17, quoted from Is.
liii. 4). Trom the same prophecy, the
Messiah said by the Jews to have his place
among the lepers. (6.) Preciousness of «
glovious resurrection. . Our vile body changed
and fashioned like to Christ’s glorious body
(Phil. iii: 21.) (7.) Affecting pictare of the
loathsomeness of sin, Leprosy the wmost
loathsome of all bodily diseases. Sin sym-
bolized by it as the most loathsome
thing in the wuniverse. The only
truly loathsome thing in the cyes of God
and holy beings. Makes the soul infinitely
more loathsome than Job’s disease did his
body. The godless rieh man loathsome with
his plump, well-fed, and richly-clad body ;
godly Lazarus beautiful and comely in his
sores.

4, The prematureness of his anticipated
deatk (versc 6). <My days are swifter
than a weaver’s shuttle (or, ‘com¢ more
quickly to an end than the weaving of a
web ’), and are spent without hope,” (viz., of
extension or rc};icf ; or, ‘are finished for
want of thread’) so Is. xxxviii. 12. Job
anticipated death as the eertain and not dis-
tant result of his affliction (eh. ix. 25, 26;
xvii. 11). Himself, as life was zken, still
comparatively young. Probably not more
than seventy,—only a third of the age then
usually attained and actnally attained by
himself (ch. xHi. 16). A prematurc
death, especially in Old Testament times,
viewed as a grievous calamity (Is. vi. 5;
xxx. 9; Is. xxxviil. 10—19. The language
suggestive in regard to

Time,
1. Its rapid flight and short duration. Sct

“forth in Seripturc under various comparisons :

—a flower, a vapour, a dream, a watch of
the nighf, a tale that has been tfold, 9&
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Here, either a weaver’s shuttle passing quickly
to and fro, or a web, speedily and perhaps
suddenly finished from want of thread. Time
represented by the ancients with swings, as
not running but slying. Jacob speaks of his
days as few at the age of 130. The longest
life onlﬁ a speck in comparison with etcrnity.
A northern winter’s day, when the sun has
scarcely risen before it sets again, The sun
of many sets while it is yet noon. Job, like
most others, had counted on a long life (ch.
xxix. 18). Now the grave seems to open
its mouth for him (ch. xvii, 1).- “ Though
dcath be before the old man’s face, it ma;
be behind the young man’s back » [Seneca.%
Hence the vanity of earthly pleasures and
enjoyments. Like Jonah’s gourd, these spring
up In a night and perish in a night. But
‘“for a season,” and that a very short one.
Earthly pleasures are, according to one who
deeply plunged into them,—

“ Like the snow-falls in the river,
A moment white, then melt for ever;
Or like the rainbow’s lovely form,
Evaniching amid the storm.”

Q. The value of lime. Time the shiort seed-
time for eternity. Bound up with cternal
destinies. Its value seldom realised. No
note taken of it but as the clock tells of its
departure. Men speak of Zilling time. To
destroy time is “ suicide, where more than
blood 1s spilt.” Greater folly to throw away
hours than empires. The value of time rea-
lised on a dying bed. *Millions of money
for an inch of time” [Queen Elizabeth on
her deathbed). Time ceases at death, and
gives place to cternity. “No clock strikes
in hell, to say, Thank God, another hour is
past. One gigantic clock there, without a
dial-plate ; its pendulum eternally vibrating,
Ever, Never ; Damnation ever, Redemption
never” [Krummacher].

3. The danger of delay in securing the soul’s
salvation. Madness to put off till to-morrow
what ought to be done to-day. ¢Serious
things to-morrow”—cost hoth Ceesar and
Archias their life. Procrastination the death
of souls. Men “resolve and re-resolve, and
die the same.” Angustine was kept seven
years from closing with Christ by the temp-
tation, Time enongh yet. When Hannibal
could have taken %tome, he would not, and
when he would, he conld not. ‘What thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”
The soul’s salvation the one thing needful.
Sad to be sowing our seed when we should
be reaping our harvest [Brooks]. Cesar
Borgia on his deathbed said: While I lived,
I provided for everything but death, and
now death comes and T am unprovided for
it. A promise made Zo late repentance, but
no promise of late repentance,

“Alas, that men should lightly spend
In godless mirth or prayerless toil unblest,
Their brief inestimable day of proof,
Till the last golden sands run out.”

IV. Job turns imploringly to God
(verse 7).

“0 remember,” &e. Belier in trouble to
cry to God than to complain to man. God
sometimes appears to His suffering people to
JSorget them and their case (Ps. xui. 1; xliv.
24; Is. xlix. 14). 'The eontrary affirmed b
God for their comfort (Is. xlix.15). Jo
pleads for mitigation of His sufferings on the
ground—(1) Of the frail and fleeting nature
of his earthly life. <My life is wind "—a
breath or puff of air; a “ecloud” or smoke;
unsubstantial and evanescent (Ps. Ixxviil
39; (2) Iis speedy termination (verse S).
“Thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.”
Speaks of himself as already dead, orsoon to
be,—a living corpse. (a) Life terminated by
a look from the Almighty. His glance our
death. So those sent to apprehend Jesus
fell backward to the ground at his mere
look ; (2) Life, compared with God’s eternity,
only a moment—the glance or twinkling of
an eye. (3) The impossibility of its recall
(verse 9, 10). “He that gocth down to the
Erave shall come up no more.” The emitted

reath, the cloud or smokc disappearing

from the sky, never more to be recalled.
Death, ““the bourne from which no traveller
returns.” Only oune life on carth, A few .
special exceptions to prove the rule. Men
die but once. Solemn responsibility connected
with our one life. No second to correct the
errors, undo the mischief, or make up for the
negligence, of the first. An egress from the
grave in reserve for eacl, but no return to a
mortal life. A resurrection to come, both of
the just and the unjust. That resurrection,
however, not in the course of nature, but by
the special command and power of God
(Tohnv. 28; 1 Thess. iv. 16). Christ Him-
self the Resurrection and the Life. Resur-
rection committed to His hands (John xi. 25;
vi. 54). Resurrection not unknown to the
patriarchs, but seldom referred to by Job.
Enocl’s translation a testimony to the early
ages of the existence of the body in an invi-
sible state. His prophecy a distinct revela-
tion of resurrection (Jude 14, 15). God's
relation to the godly dead as their God, a
guarantee both of the separate existence of
their spirits and the future resurrection of
their bodies (Matt. xxii. 31, 32). The doc-
trine of the resurrection, as well as of the
state after death, one of gradual development.
Job’s age the twilight of revelation.

Y. Job’s resolution to give way to
complaint. Occasioned by the considera-
tion of his misery in the world, and his
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anticipated speedy, untimely, and irrevocable
departure out of it (verse ]1). “There-
fore I will not refrain my mouth,” &c. Falls
" again into his former temptation. His spirit
like a surging sea, quief for a little, then
heaving again its angry billows, His present
resolution the worst thing he could do.
Tended to a continually increasing strife
with God. Satan doubtless now rejoiced in
his apparent advantage. So far his scheme
likely to succeed. Probably thought the
next thing would be that Job would * curse
God to his face.” Job preserved from this
only by imparted and indwelling grace.
Perilous to advance so near the brink of the
precipice. Dangerous to indulge in bitter
language in reference to our lot. Safest
when God’s hand is on our dack, to keep our
hand on our moutk. David’s resolution in
similar circumstances much wiser than Job’s
(Ps. xxxix. 1). Free wutlerance to excited
Jeelings only adds fuel to the fire. Grace

shutting the lips raises up a barrier to the-

tempest of the spirit. Passion acquires
strength by indulgence and free expression.
‘ Anguish of spirit >’ a very unsafe guide to
speech. Onrly turbid streams likely to flow
JSrom a turbid fountain.

The result of Job’s resolution, pefulunt .

and unbecoming expostulation with God. (Verse
12). “Am I asea (or a desolating inunda-
tion, as of the Nile), or a whale (or sea-
monster, as the crocodile), that Thou settest
a watch over me (to restrain me by these
terrible sufferings from doing injury)?”
Very erroneous thoughts often suggested in
trouble as to God’s motive in sending it.
We may sympathize with Job’s sufferings
without imitating his language. His lan-
guage, however, indicates—(1) A believer
readily ascribing all in his lot to God; (2) A
soul moving always in the Divine presence ;
(3) The frequent and familiar intercourse of
a child of God with his Heavenly Father.

VI. Enlarges farther on his afiliction
(verses 13, 14).

1. His distressing nights (verse 13).
“When I say, My bed shall ease my complaint,
then thonscarest me with dreams and terrifiest
me with visions” (images presented to the
imagination while half-sleeping, half-waking).
These probably a natural symptom of Job’s
disease. A grievous aggravation of the
affliction. Night, the perioa of rest to others,
made more (ﬁstressing than the day. The
blessing of “‘tired Nature’s sweet restorer,
balmy sleep,”” seldom duly appreciated and
acknowledged. Our minds accessible to Satan
as well as God and good angels during sleep.
Dreams either natural or supernatural; as
supernatural, either diabolical or Divine.
Job, in ignorance, ascribes to God what

was properly duc to Satan. Satan cruelly
skilful in adopting sunitable means to accom-
plish his purpose. His object fo exhaust
the energies of Job’s body and spirit, and
by representing God as his enemy, to bring
him to despair and to curse or renounce Him.
For this, he employs a filthy disease and
frightful dreams, and tempts him to belicve
them both from God. Satan a merciless
tormentor. Possesses a terrible power of
inflicting pain. Job’s case a picture of the
misery of falling into Satan’s hands. Still
more fearful to fall into the hands of the
living God (Heb. x. 31). God able to make
every organ of the body and every faculty
of the mind the seat of intolerable suf-
fering.—FEarnest desire for death the effect
of these sufferings on the mind of Job
(verse 15). “So that my soul chooseth
strangling and death rather than life”
(margin, “ than my bones,”—all that is left
of me). The ““soul,” or merc fleshly nature,
may choose death as a release from suffer-
ing; the “spirit ” or renewed nature says—
“ Not my will but thine be done ;> ““ Alithe
days of my appointed time will I wait,” &e.
(ch. xiv. 14). Grace the truest heroisin.
Brave in the battle-field, a man may yet fly
in the battle of life. Swicide at best but
moral cowardice. 'To be only accounted for
by the absence or the eclipse of faith. Failh
in God alone gives true courage. The
strongest mind weak when left to itself
under depressing thoughts or a disturbed
brain, “Do thyself no harm,” a timely
voice to harassed and despairing souls.

Q. The extremely reduced state of his body
and the certuinly of a speedy death (verse
16). “Iloathe 1t (i.e., my life; or, ‘I am
wasting away’); I would not (or, ‘I shall
not’) live always (i.e., I shall soon die at
any rate); let me alone (leave me to die, or
cease to harass me with bodily and mental
suffering), for my days are vanity >’ [and will
soon come to an end]. Job’s spirit tossed
between two desires—either an immediate
death as a release from his continued misery,
or arelief from suffering for the few days
that remained to him. The troubled and
agitated spirit seldom long in one stay. °

VII. Man’s insignificance nrged by
Job as a plea for deliverance or relief
(verse 17). .

“What is man (Feb., ®wretched man,’
enosk) that thou,” &c. Same question asked
by David from an entirely different conside-
ration (Ps. viil. 4). The same truth often
viewed in different aspects and with different
feelings by different persons, and by the same
person at different times. The truth, dark
to one or at one time, is bright to another or
to the same person at another time. .’lgizllz,
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like the cloud that followed Israel, presents
both @ dark side and a bright one. Happy,
like Isracl, to be on the dright side. God’s
great attention to man produced in David
adwmiration and praise; in Job displeasure
and complaint. To the Psalmist God appears
amiable as a Father delighting in blessing
His children; to the Patriavch, stern as a
judge, constantly examining into men’s
actions. Faith’s office is to view the truth
as it is, apart from personal feeling. Feeling,
in Job, asks with petulunce—* Why doth He
visit men every morning ¥’ Fuith, in Jere-
miah, exclaims with Zhankfulness, amid the
desolations of a sacked and burned city—
 His mereies are new every moruning ” (Sam.
iii. 23). God's morring visitation a mercy,
and should—(1) Impart comfort ; (2) Awaken
praise. Opens our cyes to the grateful light
of day, the beauties of nature, and the faces
of rclatives and friends. Imparts to us
lealth of body, soundness of mind, comfort
of spirit. Continues to us day after day
food, raiment, home, society of fricnds. In-
vites us every morning afresh to communion
with Himself as our IYather in Christ.
Important and suggestive question,

What is Man?

At once the least and the greatest of God's
crcatures. Lower than the angels in crea-
ture-position, immenscly higler in Redemp-
tion-privilege. Lives one life on earth
consisting of a few months or years; a second
in another spherc, which shall last for cver.
Has a body that allies him to the ground on
which he walks; and a spirit that connects
him to the God that made him. A reed,
but a reed that thinks [Pascal]. A worm,
but a worm capable of mecasuring the dis-
tances of the stars and of grasping the
universe. Made in the image of his Creator
as to moral nature, intelligence, immortality,
and dominion. Through disobedience and
rcbellion, reduccd below the level of the
brutes. Mercifully provided with deliverance
from his fallen condition through the substi-
tuted obedience and death of his incarnate
Creator.—Man “magnified” by God,

1. In Creation; his place above all the
creatures around him, and second only to
that of the angels that surround the Eternal's
throne.

2. In Providence ; the attention originally
paid to his comfort, and the carc continually
exercised over him.

3. In Redemption; the highest possible
proof of Divine regard afforded in the life,
sufferings, and death of God’s own Son for
his deliverance and happiness.

4. In his Glorification ; united to the Son
= ) 5(}20d and made like Him in spirit, soul,

and body ; exalted as His spouse to sit with
Him on Iis throne, and with Him (o judge
angels.

5. In the Assumplion of kis nalure by the
Son of God. Christ fhe man, the second
Adam and Head of the race. In Chirist
man’s nature taken into mysterious, intimate,
and indissoluble union with the Divinre.
Man exalted in Christ to the thronc of the
universe.

YIII. Conclusion of Job’s speech
(verses 19—21). Contains—

1. 4 peevish prayer (verse 19) “How
long wilt thou not depart (ZIeb., ‘look
away’) from mec? nor let me alone that I
may swallow down my spittle’’ (even for the
shortest period) ? Prayers in time of trial
are sometimes-—(1) Ignorant; (2) Injurious;
(3) Requiring repentance. The flesh inca-
pable of ju(frring aright of God and His
dealings. God viewed by Job as an adver-
sary intent only on overthrowing him. Yet
His removal, or the withdrawing of His eyes
from us, our certain ruin. The same spirit
moved the Gadarencs to beseech Christ to
depart out of their eoasts. Prayer often
unanswered in compassion to the offercr.
Grace neceded to know what to pray for
(Luke xi.1). The Holy Spirit’s officc (Rom.
viil. 26).

2. A partial confession (verse 20). “I
have sinmed; what shall I do (or, € What
have I Tthereby] done’) unto thee?” A
confession, but neither frank nor free. Made
rather hypothetically,—‘“ granting I have
sinned,” or, “If I have.” Job’s conscicnece
not yet sufliciently enlightened nor his soul
sufficiently subdued to make the Publican’s
confession. The confession rather extorted
by the fact of suffering than the conscions-
ness of sin. Job freec from life sins; heart
sins not yet sufficiently discovered to him.
This discovery and his consequent humble
confession not made till Jeliovah has revealed
Himself (ch. xI. 4; xlii. 5, 6). Compare
Is: vi. 5; Luke v. 8.—1In order to be accept-
able,

Confession of Sin

must be—(1) Free ; spontaneous, uncon-
strained; not extorted by suffering, or
merely in order to deliverance from it, as in
the case of Pharaoh (Ex. ix. 27; x. 16);
(2.) Frank ; open and sincere; without
guile or desire of concealment (Ps. xxxii.
25); (3.) Fuli; thorough and without re-
servation (Josh. vii. 19—21); (4.) Parti-
cular ; not merely of sin in gencral, or as
common to the race; “ I have sinned and
done /Ais evil in thy sight” (Ps. li. 43 (5.)
Serious and hearifelt; with sense of the
heinousness and demerit of the sin confessed
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(Ps. li. 3; Luke xviii. 13). In true con-
fession the heart is both affected with the
sin, and engaged against it. Confession of
sin needful in the holicst saint. Sin cleaves
to the believer as ivy to the wall. The
strongest believer not above the actingsof sin,
the weakest not under the power of it. The
more we realize God’s spoflessuess,themore we
discern our own spofs. Swect to confess sin
in sight of the laver of a Saviour’s blood.
Confession of sin with the lips cnhances the
preciousness of Christ in the heart. Concealed
sin grows—(1) In strength; (2) In guilt ;
(3) In ferror (Ps. xxxil. 3, 4). Job’s confes-
sion, such as 1t was, onc rather of the mere
fact of sin. Acknowledges 1o evil connected
with it, or demerit attached to it. Its hei-

nousness and malignity as against God, yet

to be discovered. ““ What have I done unto
thee?”” The idca: What wrong have I
done thee by my sin, that thou shouldst
thus treat me as thine enemy? Sin to be
viewed as an injury, not merely to our
neighbour or ourselves, but more especially
against God.

Sin

Is injury done to God, as—

(1.) 1t robs Him of the honour due to Ilim
(Mal. i. 6). Man’s sin may not take from
God’s Jappiness, but it takes from God’s
honour. Every sin sirikes as truly at God’s
honour as at our peace. (2.) I framples
ander foot His authorily. Says with Pharaoh :
“ Who is the Lord that I should obey His
voice 2 (Ex.v. 2). (3.) It breaks His laws.
(4.) It disturls the harmony and happiness
of Ilis universe. (5.) It introduces disorder
anlo ITis government, and, if not arrested and
punished, would bring it to anend. (6.) I¢
interrupts and wounld terminate Ilis enjoyment
of His own works (Gen. i. 31; Ps, civ. 24).
(7.) It obliterales Ilis image in His intelligent
crealures, and substitales that of Ilis adver-
sary. Treasonably cflaces Ilis image and
superscription from His own coin.

Job, in his confession, petulantly addresses
God as thc watcher and observer of His
creatures—*“ Oh, thou prescrver of men.”
Saine word denotes ¢ guardian” and “ ob-
scrver” (chap. xxvii. 18). TLatter sense here
favourcd by the context (so cliap. xiv. 16).
God viewed as if carefully marking men’s
faults in order to punish them. Ozly per-
vorted and dishonouring views of God tuken
Ly the flesh, especially under tronble. Satan's
aim to foster suclt views in Job in order to
gain his objcct. Job’s complaint in keeping
with this view. Why hast Thou set mec as
a mark against Thee ?”” (to shoot at, or make
an attack upon). The supposed result of
God's close inspection of his conduet, and
as in revenge for the injury done io

him. Already viewed himself as shot at
by the Almighty’s arrows (chapter vi 4),
Speaks according to sense and appearance.
God’s choicest sainls often appear to be the
butt of his sharpest arrows.~The effect and
meaning of thesc arrows; “So that Iam a
burden to myself” or, “and I am become
a burden to thee” (both readings found,
the latter probably the true one). The
sinner, a burden to God through his sin,
and a burden to Aimself through his sugfer-
ing.  When sin makes a man a burden to
God, he is likely to become a burden to him-
self. A siuner left to himself the greatest
burdenthat can be laid upon him. ~Suffer-
ing often a heavy burden; sin a thousand
times more so. “I had rather go into hell
without sin, than into heaven with it?>
[Luther]). Cainsaid, my punishmentisgreater
than I can bear: the same word generally
rendered “iniquity,”” as in verse 20.  Judas
thought to throw off tlie burden by hangin

himsclf, but only made it faster an

beavicr.  Siz makes men a burden to the
Creator as well as (o themselves. God wearied
with men’s iniquitics (Is. xliii. 24).
Presscd under them as a cart full of sheaves
(Am. ii. 13). That Job was a burden do
himself was his own feeling ; that he was a
burden to God, was Swtan’s suggestion.

3. A passionale question and o plaintive
appeal (versc 20). “And why dost thou
not pardon (Zlel. ‘take away’ or remit, as
a degt) my transgression, and-take away
(Heb. * cause to pass away’ as a cloud) mine
iniquity?” “Transgression * and “iniquity”’
embrace all kinds of sin, those of commission
and omission, presumption and ignorance,
life and heart. The question not that of a
humble penitent asking forgiveness. Job yet
to be made a poor sinner. Pardon of sin a
favour, not an obligation, or matter of course.

Pardon of Sin.

Often, as here, desired rather as the re-
moval of syffering than of guilf. Only not
bestowed, becanse the sinner 1snot prepared to
reeeive it. Pride, impenitence. and unbelief
shut out forgiveness as the window-shutters
exclude the sun. Pardon only vouchsafed—
(1) When sin is rcalised and sincerely con-
fessed (1 Johu i. 95 Ps. xxxii. 5 ; Ps. xxviii,
13); (2) Whenits demerit and hell-deserv-
ingness is acknowledged (Ps. li. 4, 11); (3)
When deliverance is desired from its prac-
tice and power as well as from its punish-
ment (Ps. L. 10); (4) When pardon is
humbly sought as a matter of ]‘)ure merey
(Ps. li. 1; Luke xviii. 13); (5) When it is
accepted as only hestowed in virtue of the
suffering and death of God’s Son as the sing%cr’s
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Substitute (Heb. ix. 15, 22, 28; 1 John i.
7,9; ii. 1, 2; Rom. iii. 24—26).
Te reason of Job’s passionate question the
rospect of a speedy death. * For now shall
ZIJ sleep m the dust.” Idea: I shall soon
die, and Thou must either pardon and heal
me speedily or not at all. Death to the
believer a sleep. 'The thought of it not un-
leasant to Job. A blessed awaking the
Eope of the Church (Ps, xvii. 15; Is. xxvi.
19; Dan. xii. 2; 1 Thess. iv. 14—16). Job’s
hope (ch. xiv. 12—15; xix. 25—27). He

can calmly lay his head in the dust, whose -

heart is already in heaven.—Job believes in a
time of Divine relenting towards him. “Thou

shalt seek me in the morning (i.e., diligently),
but I shall not be”—(thy desire to do me
good will be too late). The picture that of
a father relenting .towards a suffering child.
Esxhibited also in Jer. xxxi. 18—20; liv.
6—10. God’s love to His people unchanging
and everlasting (Jer. xxxi. 3; John xiii. 1).
His dealings with them may change, but not
his delight in them. The believer, however
tried, still unwilling to quit his hold of God’s
fatherly relationship. Faith says, “ Though
His kand be against me, His keart is still
towards me.” Job’s comfort too at times
(ch. xiii. 15, 16; xiv. 15; xix. 25—27;
xxiii. 10).

CHAPTER VIIIL
BILDAD'S FIRST SPEECH.

Bildad less courteous and considerate of
Job’s feelings than even Eliphaz. Com-
mences with an unfeeling reflection on his
speech. Pursues the same line of argument
and address as his predecessor—(1) God is
righteous—punishing the bad, and rewarding
tHose who seek and serve Him ; (2) Job ex-
horted to prove the latter by sincere repen-
tance and prayer; (3) The prosperity of the
wicked short-lived, and sure to end in ruin:
the end of the righteous certain joy and
trinmph.

1. Bildad’s Introduction (verse 2).

A harsh ccnsure on Job’s speech—(1) For
its length. “How long wilt thou speak,”
&e. Had listened to Job with impatience.
Due to every man to hear him patiently,
especially a man in affliction; (2) For its
matter. “How long wilt thou speak Zhese
things?”  Uttered with contempt—thesc
worthless and wicked sentiments ; (3) For its
vehemence. “ And the words of thy month
be like a strong wind”—recklessly bearing
down all before thee, human and Divine.
Intensely unfeeling thus to attack the words
of a man in such deep distress. Faultiness
in another’s speech no excuse for unfeeling-
ness in our own. Job's speech not more
destitute of solriety than Bildad’s is of sym-
pathy. Difficult even under the Gospel to
have our “speech always with grace, seasoned
with salt.””  Christians so lo speak as to
“minister grace to the hearer,” and bring
glory to God. Bildad’s censure not without
usc to preachers, Suggests care as to—(1)
"T'he length; (2) The matter; (3) The manner
of their discourses. Preachers 1o avoid—(1)
Prolixity ; (2) Unsound or unprofitable
matter; (3) A vehement and boisterous
delivery.

b4

II. Bildad strongly asserts the Divine
righteonsness (verse 3).

“Doth God pervert judgment? or doth
the Almighty pervert justice?”  This
apparently im liegin Job’s complaints. God
essentially righteons. Incapable of injustice
towards His creatures. As ‘“the Almighty,”
He is beyond any temptation to act unjustly.
The Judge of all the earth cannot but do
right (Gen. xvili. 25). Severe complaints
like Job’s, a reflection on God’s justice.
God is righteous

1. In punishing sin. The reference in
Bildad’s mind both to Job’s affliction and his
children’s death. Cruelly treats the latter
as a probable, if not certain, instance of
Divine justice (verse 4).—“If (or, ‘since’&
thy children have sinued against Him, an
He have cast them away for (margin, ‘in the
hand of”) their transgression,” making their
sin in immoderate feasting to be its own
punishment, &c. An erroneous as well as
unfeeling application of the general truth.
(1) Job’s children had sinned, but not above
all men that dwelt in the land of Uz; (2)
Their sin was not the occasion of their
death. No injustice on God’s part, however,
either to Job or his children, in allowing the
calamity. Sufficient sin in each to merit
more than any earthly affliction (Lam. iii. 39).
Death, in the case of believers’ children,
their removal to a better state. To the

arents, overruled for their elevation to a

igher spiritnal life. Bildad’s error in re-
garding earth as the sphere of God’s retribu-
tive justice. General tendency to view
calamity as the righteous punishment of
sinful conduct. The tower in Siloam. The
error reproved by Jesus (Luke xiii. 1—5).
The unjust reserved to the day of judgment
to be punished (2 Peter ii. 9). The present



HOMILETIC COMMENTARY : JOB.

CHAP. VIIIL.

life rather the time of forbearance and
merey (2 Peter iii. 9, 15). Many apparent
anomaliesin the Divine procedure. Examples:
Abel’s murder, and Cain’s long and pros-
perous life. A future state necessary to
clear up these anomalies, and fully display
the righteousness of God.

2. In rewarding those who seek and serve
Him (verse 5).—“If thou” (emphatic,
thou who art still spared) ‘‘wouldst seek
unto God betimes (repair to Him earnestly
and at once), and make, &c., if thou wert
pure [in thy heart and motive] and upright
in thy profession and practice while so

oing]; surely now [even in thy extreme
misery] He would awake for thee” (and
come quickly to thy help). The error and
sting in all this, the supposition that Job
had been a wicked man and a hypocrite.
The sentiment in itself true and profitable.
(1) God the only helg and refuge In trouble
(Ps. xlvi. 1.) (2) The duty and interest of
all in trouble to betake themselves to Him.
(3) This to be attended to “betimes,” at once,
and with all earnestness. (4) Supplication
" to be made to Him for pardon, deFiverance,
and grace (Lam. iii. 41). ~ (5) This to be done
in sincerity and uprightness, with a renounc-
ing of all sin (Ps.lxvi.18). (6) The result a
certain and speedy interposition in our behalf.
A twofold promise held out: 1. A peace-
ful and prosperous habitation; 2. A large
increase in worldly possessions (verse 7).
““He would make the habitation of thy righte-
ousness Erosperous,” (or, ““would restore th
then righteous habitation, and endow it wit
perfect felicity ’). Temporal blessing pro-
mised as the expression of the Divine favour.
An insinuation that Job’s dwelling had not
formerly been a rightcous one. Two great
mercies indicated i this promise. (1) 4
pious home ; a home where—(i.) God is daily
and duly acknowledged and worshipped;
(ii.) The members of the family live in love
towards each other; (iii.) All the duties of
morality and religion arc carefully attended
to. Such a dwe%ling contrasted with the
“tents of wickedness” (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11).
(2) A peaceful and prosperous home ; where—
(i.) The inmates arc at peace with God and
with one another; (ii.) God prospers their
honest endeavours to obtain a competent
livelihood; (iii.) They are preserved from
domestic troubles; (iv.) All the inmates are
the pardoned and accepted children of God.
A pious home usually a peaceful and pros-
perous one. There Gog commands his
blessing (Ps. exxxiii. 3). The ark brought
a blessing with it into Obededom’s house
(2 Sam. vi. 10, 11). The voice of rejoicing
and salvation in the tabernacles of the righte.
ous (Ps. exviii. 15). A peaccful babitation
a new covenant blessing: (Is. xxxii. 18).

The dove of Divine peace hovers over the
altar of domestic worship.

III. Bildad refers Job to the Fathers
for instrnction (verse 8).

“ Enquire, I pray thee, of the former age,
and prepare thyself to the search of their
fathers,””—to the examination of the records
of those still further distant, as Noah, Shem,
&c. The reason given: “For we (the
present generation as compared with the
past, or viewed as single individuals) are but
of yesterday and know nothing” (—have
comparatively little knowledge and expe-
rience of God’s dealings with men); “because
our days upon earth (as mere individuals, or
as compared with those of our amcestors), are
a shadow. Shall they not teach thee and
tell thee [how God acts towards men in this
world], and utter words out of their heart,”
—well-pondered sayings as the result of their
careful observation and reflection? Know-
ledge in the earlier period of the world
rather the resulls of observation. These
embodied in poetical and proverbial sayings.
Such sayings existed either as written
records or as traditional poetry. Especially
valued by the Arabs, ans still esteemed by
them as the strongest testimonies. Mostly,
however, the productions only of human
wisdom, and to be distinguished from Divine
revelation. Amongst them were the utter-
ances of inspired men, as that of Enoch
(Jude 14.).

Tradition.

Such traditions to be received with de-
ference and respect, but not as of binding
authority. Their authority that of the argu-
ments which support them- Men always
fallible, except as mspired by God to deliver
truth. The fathers of the race and the
fathers of the Church in the same category.
Their wisdom and cxperience neither to be

disregarded nor imp icitl{l received. In-
creased light obtained with the advance of
ages and the increase of experience. The

wisdom and experience of each generation
to be valued as a contribution to that of its
successors. Opinion in good men is but
knowledge in the making [Milton]. It is
only the weak who, at cach epoch, believe
mankind to have arrived at the culminating
point of their progressive march [ Humboldt].
The famous test of ecelesiastical tradition a
safe one, if it could be found,—what has
been taught by all, taught always, and tanght
everywhere. The longevily of the earlier
ages favourable for wider observation. In
the time of Job, human life reduced to about
200 years. Noah lived to be 950; Arpliaxad,
his grandson, ounly 438; Peleg, the gggat-
5
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grandson of Arphaxad, 239 ; Secrng, Peleg’s
grandson, probably about the time of Job,
230 ; Terah, Serug’s grandson and the father
of Abraham, 205. The change apparent and
striking to those living at the time. Tence
Bildad’s acknowledgment—

Human Life a Shadow.

Time measured at that time by the shadow
projected by the index of a dial, a spear
stuek in the ground, &e. Man’s life but a
solar day,—as the shadow flecting along the
dial-plate. Life merecifully reduced in eon-
sequence of sin. A long, vigorous life-time
more favourable to the development of human
depravity. “The heart never grows better

y age: I fear, worse,—always harder ”
{Lord Chesterfield]. Great longevity only
gives oecasion to the godly for David's
lament (Ps. exx. 5, 6). The present extent
of human life long enough for a child of God
to be kept from home (2 Cor. v. 6, §).
Life, as a ““shadow,” calls for—(1) Diligence
in the improvement of if. Momentous issues
hang on the fleeting shadow. Eternal inte-
rests demand despateh. (2) A loose kold of
things of time. Like life itself, ““all here 1s
shadow, all beyond is substance.” Foolish
to set the heart on a shadow. ¢Ie builds
too low who builds beneath the skies.”
(3) A proper estimate fo be made of the
troubles and joys, the possessions und pursails,
of the present life. (%) Larnesiness in securing
« solid and lasting happiness leyond the
grave.

IV. Quotation {from the ancients
(verses 11—19). Exhibits :

1. The temporary prosperity of the ungodly.
Compared—(1) To the paper-reed of Egypt,
and the flag of the marsh or-grass of the
meadow (verse 11). “Can the rush (or
¢ papyrus’) grow up without mire? Can
the flag (‘marsh-plant,” or ‘grass of the
meadow,’—same word wrongly translated
‘meadow’ in Gen. xli. 2.) grow without
water?”’  The papyrus of the Nile formerly
used in the manufacture of garments, shoes,
baskets, boats, and paper, whence our Eng-
lish word. The papyrus probably employed
by the Jews of Alexandria for writing on
while translating the Old Testament into
Greek, having used this very word in the
place of our “rush.” Now only found in
marshes of the White Nile in Nubia, and in
one or fwo spots in Palestine. Such plants
capable of receiving a large supply of water
which they require for their nourishment.
Grow tall and luxuriant while the water is
supplied ; but speedily die when that supply
is withdrawn. Pieture of worldly men who
have no living principle of enduring pros-

perity within themselves, either in the love
of God ¢» them, or the blessing of God oz
them. 'Their prosperity only from favourable
circumstances, which may at any time come
to an end. Contrast Haman with Joseph,
both attaining to the highest prosperity.
(2) To a spider’s web, constructed with the
greatest care, and expected to prove a lasting
support to its” possessor, but which the
sliggtcst accident may disturb and destroy
(verse 142. “Whose trust (his riehes, &e.,
in which he trusts) shall be a spider’s web ”
—as unsubstantial and as certain speedily to
perish. * The spider’s most attenuated thread
1s cord, is cable,” compared to such pros-
perity and trust. (3) To a luvuriant garden-
tree, growing near a fountain and striking its
numerous roots into the roeky bed on which
it stands, open to the sun, and with every
advantage of soil and situation (verse 16,
17). . “He is green (or moist) before the
sun (enjoying the warm and genial influence
of its rays), and his branch shooteth forth in
his garden: his roots are wrapped about the
heap (or fountain), and seeth the place of
stoncs ** (enjoys the benefit of rocky strata
for its support). A still more striking pie-
ture of the prosperous ungodly than the tall
and luxuriant marsh-plant. Compare Ps.
xxxvii. 35.

Q. The certwin and speedy termination of
that prosperily. (1) The papyrus or marsh-
plant suddenly withers from want of the re-
quired supply of water (versel?). “Whilst it
is yet inits greenness (promising long continu-
ance), and not cut down (—without any hand
applied to pluck or cutit down), it withereth
be})ore any other herb” (suddenly deeays
without giving notice of the approaching
change, while other plants less dependent
on a large supply of moisture continue to
live). Soon ripe, soon rotten, The pros-
perity of the ungodly a Jonal’s gourd. (2)
The spider’s web, on which he depends for his
support, speedily perishes by aceident or the
broom (verse15). “He (the spider, or the un-
godly whom he represents) shall lean on
his house (on his we%, or the riches, family,
&ec., of the worldly figured by it), but 1t
shall not stand; he shall Liold it fast (or, lay
hold of it—for its preservation, or rather
for his own support), but it shall not endure.”

““Time destroys the well-built house as well

as the spider’s web” [Arab Proverb]. The
prosperity and bliss of the worldly man
I)erishes like that flimsy web. It is well if,
ike that web also, it does not bury its
possessor in its ruins. (3) The luzuriant
tree, spreading abroad its roots and branches,
is suddenly struek by lightning or whirl-
wind, and at once beeomes a leafless skeleton,
or is laid prostrate on its native soil (verse
18). “If he destroy him (or, ¢if he [or it]
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be destroyed *—Hed. ¢ swallowed up’) from
his place, then it shall deny him, saying: 1
have not scen thee”—the place where it
stood is forgotten. The application given
by the Psalmist: “He (the wicked) passed
away, and lo, he was not; yea, I sought
him, but he could not be found” (Ps. xxxvii.
36). History full of such instances. Haman,
instead of parading on the monarch’s horse,
is left hanging on a felon’s gallows. When
the Messenians saw the renowned Philo-

cemon stripped and dragged along with his
ﬁands ignommiously bouud behind his back,
“they wept, and econtemned all human
greatness as a faithless support, as vauity
and nothing ” [Plutarck]. The Emperor
Vitellius was driven through the strects of
Rome naked, and then thrown into the
Tiber.

“ O mighty Cesar! dost thou lie so low !
Are all thy conquests, glories, triumphs,
spoils
Shrunk to this little measure ?*

3. The application (verse 13). “So are
the paths of all that forget God; and the
hypcerite’s hope shall perish.”

Forgetfulness of God.

Those “who forget God” placed in the
same class with the “hypoerite,” or rather
the “ profane,” or *wieked.” Inough to
characterize a man as wicked, that le * for-
gets God ¥ (So Ps. ix. 17; x. 22). To
forget God is—(1) Not to zhizk of Him;
(2) Not to fhenk Him; (3) Not to serre
and obey Him, Tt is to forget—(1) His
presence; (2) His Providence; (3) His pre-
cepts. Forgetfulness of another implics—
(1) Want of love; (2) Want of respeet.
Men feel wounded on being forgotten by
those whom they love, and on whose love
they have a claim. Observe—

1. Forgetfuiness of God is the root and
essence of all sin. It is to ignore, and, as far
as we are able, to annilulate, Him from His
own universe. It is to treat Him as though
there were no such Being. The fool hath
said in his heart, “No God” (Ps. xiv. 1)." To
“remember” God equivalent to loving and
serving ITim (Zccles. xii. 1; Is. Ixiv. 5).

2. 1o forget God is to forget Him who pos-
sesses all elaims to our remembrance ;—(1)
From what He is ¢z Himself; (2) From
what He is and has been fo zs. God is—(1)
The Being who is the Source and Centre of
all possilﬁe excellence and loveliness ; (2)

Our Creator and Father; (3) Our Preserver .

from moment to moment; (4) Our Provider ;
(5) Our Protector; (6) Our Deliverer from
trouble and danger; (7) Our Benefactor and
best Friend; (8) In Christ our Redeemer

and Saviour from sin and all its direful con-
sequences.

3. In forgetting God we give our thoughts
and hearts to the world, whick has no atiracs
tion but what it derives from IHim, and which
can_neither salisfy nor save us. To forget
God, therefore, is both ingratitude, robbery,
andidolatry. Itis to rob Him of His honour
as well as ourselves of peace.

4, To remember God is fo elevale, ennoble,
and purify ourselves.

V. Conclusion of Bildad’s Speech
(verse 20—22). Perhaps another of the
sayings of the ancients. Same general sub-
ject—God’s dealings with the righteous and
the wicked. Intended, like parts of the
speech of Eliphaz, either for consolation or
conviction, or perhaps both. Contains—

1. Comfort for the godly under trial (verse
20). ““Behold, God will not cast away a
perfect man ” (see chap. i. 1). Hence, com-
fort for Job, if such. This, however, still to
be proved. A righteous man may be cast
down, but not cast away (Ps. xeiv. 14; 2 Cor.
iv. 9). Hence the difficulty to Job’s friends
in judging of his character. For the present,
to all appearance, he was cast away. Him-
self, his family, and his fortunes, apparently
a total wreck. The question therefore
natural—Has Job been what he appeared ?
Or has he at length in his prosperity turned
his back upon God? The Divine rule— If
thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for
ever” (1 Chron. xxviii. 9). Job himself
conscious this was not #is case: but this
uncertain to the others. A fraly good man
proved lo be suck by continuing good. Care
to be taken not only to degin, but to peise-
zere in well-doing. Not to prove a castaway,
Paul kept his body under (1 Cor. ix. 27).
(verse 21). ““Till (or, ‘while’—connectin
with verse 22) he shall fill thy mouth with
laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing ”
(margin, “shouting for joy.”) “TillL” &e.,
imphes continuance in well-doing and well-
suffering. In due time we reap, if we faint
not. Sowing in tears, we reap m joy. The
‘“shouting ”” of victory crowns the well-
fought battle. That ¢ shouting” onec—(1)
of joy. “The ransomed of the Lord re-
turn, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy on their heads” (Isa. xxxv,
10). (2) Of praise. * Salvation to our God
that sitteth upon the throne, and unio the
Lamb » (Rev. vii. 10). “Not unto us, O
Lord, not unto us, but to thy name, give
glory ” (Ps. exv. 1).

2. Warning lo the ungodly (verse 20).
¢ Neither will he help the evil-doers.”—
Murgin, * take the ungodly by the hand,” or,
« take hold of their ﬁmnd,”—z’.e., with the
view of lelping and countenancing them.
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An unkind cut for poor Job, who seemed far
enough from Divine help. S little can man
know either love or hatred from that which
s before him (Eccles. ix. 1). Now men see
not the bright light which is in the clouds
(ch. xxxvil. 21). “Judge not the Lord by
fecble sense.” A solemn truth in the words
of Bildad. The help which the ungodly re-
ceive is not God’s help. Divine hLelp the
privilege of the godly (Ps. Ixiii. 7 ; Acts xxvi.
22). 1o enjoy God’s help we must employ
ourselves in God’s service (verse 22).—“They
that hate thee shall be clothed with shame
(as Ps. xxxv. 26; cix. 29; exxxii. 18). The
ungodly, however prosperous for a time, con-
demned to shame, Shame the natural fruit

of sin (Rom. vi. 21). Shame and contempt
the characteristic and doom of the risen un-
godly (Dan, xii. 2). ¢ Shame” experienced
—(1) That they madly threw away their
souls for the pleasures of sin; (2) That
those whom they hated and despised they
now see crowned with joy and victory; (3)
That they so basely fought against the God
that made them.—*“And the dwelling-place
{Heb. “tent,’ as Ps. Ixxxiv. 11) of the wicked
shall come to nought,”—as a tent when
struck leaves no trace of it behind. The
‘“tent  of the ungodly may be a rich pavi-
lion, but its doom is written. Siz rings
Jamilies as well as individuals to certain ruin.

CHAPTER IX,

JOB'S REPLY TO BILDAD.

Strongly affirms the truth of Bildad's
speech as to God’s justice (verse 1). De-
clares the impossibility of fallen man estab-
lishing his rightcousness with God. The
same already acknowledged in reference to
himself (ch. vii. 20, 21). Only maintains, as
before, his freedom from such sins as to
make him specially obnoxious to God’s judg-
ments. Enlarges on the majesty, power and
sovercignty of God, as exhibited in His works
of ereation and providence. Again complains
of his severe and unmerited sufferings, and
léisdinability to plead his own cause with

od.

T. Acknowledgement of man’s sinful.
ness and guilt in the sight of God (verse
2). “But (or, ‘and’) how should a man (a
fallen, mortal man, ‘enos%’) be just with
God? if he will contend with him, he cannot
answer him one of a thousand” [of the
eharges to be brought against him]. The
language suggests the -

Way of a Sinner’s acceptance with God.

1. Man’s state and necessity as a« sinner
the foundation of the Gospel. Manis a sinner,
unable to justify himself before God. The
Gospel reveals a Saviour, and shows howman
can obtain the justification he needs. In
the Gospel is revealed “ the righteousness of
God ”—a rightcousness provided by God for
man’s justification; or, God’s rightcous way
of justifying a sinner; viz., by the obedience
and death of His own Son as the sinner’s
substitute (Rom. i. 17). To show this
neeessity of man and the provision made in
the Gospel to meet it, Paul’s object in the
Epistle to the Romans.
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2. The necessity acknowledged by Job ; the
provision unnoticed by him as not bearing on
the present controversy, and as not yet clearly
Inown. The way of forgiveness through
vicarious suffering understood, as constantly
exhibited in the sacrifices. That of a sinner
standing accepted and righteous before God
through the active and passive obedience of
another not yet fully revealed. The “righte-
ousness of God” getter known in the” time
of David—*I will make mention of th
righteousness, even of thine only ” (Ps. 1xx1.
16). Still more clearly revealed by Isaiah—
¢ Surely sball one say, In the Lord have I
righteousness and strength ; in him shall all
the seed of Israel be justified and shall glory™
(Is. xlv. 24, 25). The light still advancing
in the time of Jeremiah, a century later: I
will raise unto David a righteons branch—
and this is his name whereby he shall be
called, the Lord our Righteousness” (Jer.
xxiil, 5, 6). Clearer still in the time of
Daniel: “We do not present our suppliea-
tions before thee for our righteousnesses,
but for thy great mercies ”—* for the Lord’s
(Adonai’s) sake;” Seventy weeks are de-
termined to make reconciliation for iniquity
and to bring in everlasting righteousness;”
« Messiah shall be cut off, but not for him-
self” (Dan. ix. 17, 18, 24, 26).

3. That provision “ witnessed to by the law
and the prophets,” but only “now,” in lhe
Gospel dispensation, *“ manifested ** (Rom. iii.
21). Described as “the righteousness of
God without the law, which is by faith in
Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them
that believe >’ (verse 22). The same ground
and necessity of it alleged as confessed by
Job: “For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God” (verse 23).
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The “righteousness of God” to show that
God is “just, and the justifier of him that
believeth in Jesus,” dec{ared ““at this time”
in the *remission (or passing over) of sins
that were past” (in previous generations)
(verse 26).

4. “How CAN A MAN BE JUST WITH
Gobp P *—the great question jfor humanity.
The great coucern for a dying hour, there-
fore the great concern now. %ow we stand
with men a trifle in comparison. - Without
the Gospel, mau’s views regarding it false,
and his efforts vain. Men look for it—(1)
From their own virtues;. (2) From the
efficacy of sacrifices, ceremonies, and
penances ; (3) From the merits and inter-
cession of others. But men’s greatest
virtues still leave them sinners, No efficacy
in the temporary sufferings of man or beast
to atone for sin. No sinner can have merit
or power with God to procure his neighbour’s
acceptance any more than his own. “The
sufficiency of my merit is to know that my
merit is insufficient * [ Augustine].

5. God’s way of acceptance every way suited
{0 meet the case. Salvation and acceptance
through a substitute according to reason
and analogy. Common among men to
allow the merit of one to aval on
behalf of another. The eye of Zalencus
admitted as sufficient satisfaction to justice
for that of his son. The uplifted stump of
Aischylus, in testimony of his services to his
country, allowed to prevail for his hrother’s
acquittal. One permitted to take another’s
place in serving his country in time of war,
Elements 1n the substitution of Christ :—(1)
The Divine law receivesits perfect fulfilment
and righteous penalty for man’s transgression
in man’s nature; (2) The man Christ con-
stituted by God a second Adam and head of
the race; (3) Asman fell by the disobedience
of one, the first Adam, he rises by the obe-
dicnce of ome, the second Adam; (4) The
dignity of the Substitute, as the Son of God,
sufficient to impart to His merits all necessary
efficacy ; (5) His Divine nature and super-
natural birth exempted Him from sin and the
liability of the race; (6) Christ, with a
human mother and a Divine Father, placed
both within the race and oufside of it, as
necessary for substitution.

6. Righteous in the righteousness of anotler,
—the only way left for a sinner’s acceptance
with God. Ricateous 1N CHBIST, the Gospel
plan and the believer’s glory. Sufficient for
the acceptance and justification of the entire
race. A man who is now not just and
aceepted before God is so only from—(1)
Iynorance of God’s plan of making a sinner
righteous ; (2) Unwillingness to accept of it ;
(3) Inabifity totrust in 1t ; or (4) Indifference
in regard {o Lis salvation.

II. The folly of contending against
God (verse 4),

“He is wise in heart and mighty in
strength ; who hath hardened himsel?agaiust
Him and prospered?”” Men harden them-
selves against God—(1) While resisting His
authority and disobeying his commands ;
(2) Rebelling and murmuring against His
dealings in Providence; (3) Refusing the
offers of His mercy in the Gospel. Mazn pos-
sessed of the fearful power of hardening him-
self against God. The folly of such conten-
tion scen—

1. From the atiributes of God. God “wise
in heart and mighty in strength.” ¢ Wise *
to convict the offender and know how to
deal with him ; “Mighty ” to arrest him and
inflict the merited punishment. “Wise” to
know and choose what is best to do;
“Mighty ” to accomplish it. Strength may
prevail against wisdom, and wisdom against
strength ; but who can prevail against both
combined ? Almighty strength safe in the
hands of infinite wisdom. Strength without
wisdom makes a tyrant ; strength with wis-
dom, a God. Iz Christ the wisdom and
strength of God are both empioyed on our be-
half. To His wisdom and power, as well as
to His Zove, is due the plan of man’s salva-
tion (Eph. iii. 10; i. 19, 20). Christ both
“the power of God and the wisdom of God ”
(1 Cor. i. 24).

2. From the fucts of history. * Who hath
hardened himself against Him “and pros-

ered?” The sinning angels, Pharaoh,

ennacherib’s army, the infidel leaders in
the first French Revolution, referred to for
an answer. For a creature to oppose God
is for briars and thorns to do battle against
fire. Success certain in falling in with
God’s plan and procedure; certain ruin in
opposing it. Prosperity for a time some-
times the apparent result of opposing God.
That prosperity generally only the precursor
of ultimate ruin. Pharach never appeared
nearer his object than when he met with
destruction.

Magnificent description of the

Power and Majesty of God,

As exhibited in the works of creation and
providence (verses 5—10). The description
unequalled for poetic grandeur, Its ele-
ments—

1. The sudden overthrow of mountains
(verse 5). ¢ Which removeth the moun-
tains, and they know not (or, beforc ever
they are aware), and overthroweth them in
his anger ” (as in righteous judgment for
the sins of the people). ‘To rcmove moun-
tains,” synonymous with au impossibility.
Nothing ‘impossible with God. Han5n§bal
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celebrated for making a passage over the
mountains; God removes them out of the
way. Through the secret operation of natural
causes, as in earthquakes and otherwise,
mouutains sometimes split, and portions torn
away from the rest, with destruction of
human life. All nature under God’s eontrol,
and employed by Him in merey or in judg-
ment.

2. Lrembling of the earth’s foundations,and

_disappearance of portions of ils surfuce.
(verse 6). “Which shaketh the earth out
of her place, and the pillars thereof (or, its
foundations,—the carth represented as a
fabric or building) tremble.” Nothing appa-
rently more firm n its place than the earth;
yet islands and other large portions of it
frequently made to disappear, through sub-
terraneous ageneies in earthquakes, subsi-
dences, and submersions, what was once land
now becoming sea. Earthquakes and all
apparently natural eonvulsions and changes
entirely under God’s control.

3. Thesunwithholding its beams in obedience
to Ilis command (verse 7). “Which eom-
mandeth the sun and it riseth not,”—sends
not forth its rays; as in celipses, dense fogs,
the darkness frequently accompanying earth-
quakes, or when elouds and tempests darken
the sky. The Divine command as powerful
as at the beginning (Gen. i. 3). Joshua’s
command but an echo of his Master’s (Josh.
x. 192).

4. The starry sky sealed up as a folded scroll,
“And sealeth up the stars”’ The starry
heavens God’s volume nightly spread open
before us (Ps. xix. 1). Its eharacters some-
times entirely hidden by elouds, fogs, or
tempests, as in Aets xxvii. 20. The noe-
turnal sky usually elear in the East, and the
stars peculiarly brilliant. IIence the obseu-
ration of it mueh more striking than with us.
The elouds God’s seal, not to be broken by
any carthly power. The seroll to be one
day folded up (Is. xxxiv. 4; 2 Pet. ii. 10;
Rev. vi. 14).

5. The firmament spread oul as a canopy,
and the clouds made IHis chariol (verse 8).
“Which alone (by His unaided power,—the
one only Creator and Preserver of all)
spreadeth out (or boweth) the heavens.”
Spread out the firmament at the beginning,
still keeps it spread, and spreads it out afresh
every morning as a curtain (Ps. civ. 2;
Is. xl. 22). Employs the clouds as IHis
chariot, bowing the heavens bencath Him,
and putting darkness under His feet
(Ps. xviii. 9; exliv. 5). Probably a
further description of a tempest. The verse
a miniature of the seene so sublimely de-
seribed in Ps. xviii. 7—15.

6. Zhe towering billows made a pathway for
His feel. “And tireadeth on "the waves

GO

(margin, “ heights’) of the sea.” Sublimely
expresses His control over the mountain
billows of the oeean, treading on them as a
Conquerer and Ruler, restraining their fury,
and keeping them from returning and again
deluging the earth. So Christ visibly
walked on-the stormy lake of Galilee (Matt.
xiv. 26). Comfort for the tempest-tossed
mariner, to remember_ that the God who is
love both walks on the wings of the wind
and the waves of the sea. A man walking
on the waves, the Egyptian hieroglyphic for
impossibility.  “With God all things are
possible.”

7. The constellations of heaven, as His
creatures, rising and selting at His will
verse 9). ¢ Which maketh Areturus (or the
Great Bear), Orion, and the Pleiades (or
Seven Stars), and the echambers of the
south” (or the Constellations in the South-
ern Hemisphere, appearing to the Arabs
ouly in summer). Preserves them in their
original. places, marshals them as His hosts,
sustains and directs their apparent motions
through all the suecessive seasons of the
year.

8. His acts wonderful, innumerable, and
unsearchable (verse 10). “ Which doeth
great things past finding out ; yea, and
wonders without number.” 1In ereation,
His works wondrous and unsearchable, both
in their multitude and magnitude, their com-
plexity and mimuteness. A drop of water
and a dusky spot hardly visible on the face
of the sky, each reveals sueh wonders; the
one, millions of perfeetly-formed living
ereatures ; the other millions of worlds, each
world a sun. In Providence and the
government of the universe, His works
cqually great and marvellous, inmumerable
and beyond our power of investigation.
“Tis thoughts a great deep.” “Deep in
unfathomable mines,” &e.

Lessons from this description :—

1. Ruinous to resist a Being of such
power and majesty.

2. Blessed to have sueh a Being for our
friend ; miserable to have Him for a foe.

3. Our duty and happiness to trust Him
in the most trying aud apparently hopeless
situations.

4. Ilis appointment and dispensations to
-be meekly su%mitted to.

5. A Being of such perfections to be re-
vereneed, adored, and obeyed.

ITI. God’s Perfections and Dealings
viewed by Job in relation to Iimself,

1. Job declares God’s incomprehensibleness
in His dealings with kim (verse 11). “Lo,
he goeth by me (is near me, in the dealings
of his Providence), and I see him not; le
passeth on also (from one stroke to
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another, or ‘passeth through like a whirl-
wind,” Is. xxi. 1), but T perceive hLim not”
(do rot apprehend either Ilis meaning or
is love). A great part of Job’s trial, that
while God was so painfully visiting him he
was entirely in the dark as to His meaning.
Contrasted with his experience in former
trials (chgp. xxix. 3). Observe—(1) 4
child of God sometimes entirely in lhe dark
as to the meaning of God’s dealings with Him.

Perplexity and bewilderment as to the cause -

of our trials on God’s side, sometimes no
small part of them. One of the greatest
trials of a believer to be under trou%le, and
not to apprchend God’s love in it. (2)
God’s incomprehensibleness an exercise for
faith. His children to trust Him in the
dark. God most glorified by such confiding
. faith. Abraham an example (Rom. iv.
19—21; Heb. xi. 8,17—19). (3) Incon-
pirehensibleness a feature in God’s character
and conduct. His ways in the sea,
and His footsteps not known (Ps. Ixxvii
19). His ways past finding (Rom. xi.
33). The glory of God is to coneeal a thing
(Ps. xxv. 2). God’s dealings ineomprehen-
sible to us—(i.) as to their reasons; (ii.) as
to their exds. *“What I do thou knowest
not now ”” (John xiii, 7). Part of the dark-
ness, of sin that God is near and yet not
perceived. His close and constant nearness a
matter for praise and adoration (Ps. exxxix.
5). Analogy between God’s dealings in
nature and 1n Providence. The operations
and effects obvious, the agent Himself un-
seen. The operation of natural causes
manifest; the moving power behind and
under these entirely hidden (Aects xvii. 22).

2. Job acknowledges God’s sorereignty and
irresistible power (verse 12). “Behold, he
taketh away, who can hinder him? (margin
‘turn him away’). Who will say unto him,
‘What doest thou?’” Observe—(1) God
{akes away as He pleases. Already acknow-
ledged by Job in his ealamities (ch. i. 21 ;
ii. 10). Good to recognize God’s hand in
our losses. No evil but from God, either
direetly or indirectly (Is.xlv.7; Amos iii. 6).
Satan rather than God, the immediate anthor
of Job’s calamities. Yet Satan’s action is
not without God’s permission. Safan only
God’s instrument in accomplishing Iis pur-
pose of trying His people.—(2) When God
takes away, none can hinder Iim. God
possesses not only the right but the might to
do as He pleases. Our comfort to know
that both are exereised in wisdom, gooduess,
and holiness. Good to remember that when
God takes away, that—(i.) He only takes
away His own ; (ii.) He takes away for our
good. Job a greater gainer by kis losses than
he had ever been by his gains. To say to
God, What doest Thou? 1s as ignorant as it

is wicked. What God does, He does because
it is best. God gives no reason to impeni-
tent sinners either as to wie¢ He does or
why He does it. A child of God would not
hinder Him even if he could.—(3) Opposition
to God and Iis will as nseless as it is wicked
(verse 13). “If God will not withdraw his
anger (or simply, ‘God will not withdraw,’
&e.), the proud helpers do stoop under
Him.”" God’s anger not to be turned away
by man’s opposition, but by repentanee,
submission, and faith (Ps. ii. 10—12).
His “anger” put for the rod which is the
expression of it. All creature help against
God and His chastisements utterly vain.
Israel’s sin, that when under the rod they
went to Lgypt for help (Is. xxx. 2;
xxxi. 1). Egypt in their pride, ready to
render that help (Is. xxx. 4). Both
helpers aud helped obliged in the cnd to
stoop uunder the rod (Is. xxxi. 3). Not

uncommon for the ungodly to agree to.

mutual help in resisting God and His pur-
poses (Ps. ii. 1—3; lxxxiil. 5—8; Acts
xxi. 28 xxiii. 12). Such confederacies fre-
quent 1n the time of the Reformation.
Combinations against the Protestant religion
combinations against God and his truth.
Pride the characteristic of such confedera-
cies (Ex. v. 2; xv. 9). Their end secn -in
the overthrow of sinning angels and the
destruction of Pharaol’s host (Jude 6 ; Ex.
xv. 9). The final destruction of anti-chris-
tian combinations yet to be exhibited (Rev.
xvil. 12—14; xix. 11—21). TVe essence of
pride to opposc oneself o God’s purposes.—
(4) Good to take warning from others not fo full
info their sin (verse 15). ‘‘How much less
shall T answer him [in his charges against
me], and choose out my words to reason
with him > [as defendant in my eaunsel.
Humility learned by consideration of God’s
mightiness. 1f the proudest opposers of
God and His purposes must stoop, how then
shall I dispute with Him ?—(5) Silence and
submission under God’s rebuke our interest as
well as our duty (verse 15). “ Whom, though
I were righteous, yet would I not answer ﬁlt
his bar], but I would make supplication to
my judge” (or to him debating with
me). Man’s wisdom not to dispute
with God, but to submit to Him. God
ever ready to hear the sinner when he
supplicates, but never when he disputes.
Howerer blameless kis conduct, or good his
conscience, fullen man still a sinner before
God. “Fouxp WANTING,” written on man’s
best performances. God letler acquainted
with our character and conduct than we are
ourselres (1 Cor. iv. 4; 1 John iii. 20). Con-
stant reason for lumiliation and faith (Ps.
xix.12; exxxix. 23, 24).—(6) Zhe fried sou!
ready to full back info despondency (mglmz-

v
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belief (verse 16).  ““If Ihad (or have) called
[on Him to answer my complaints], and
he had (or hath) answered me &b conde-
scending to take the place of a egmdant],
yet would (or will) 1 not believe that he
had (or hath) hearkened to my voice.”
Unbelief made the continuance of Job’s suf-
ferings an argument that God had not heark
ened to his prayer. The part of the fes?,
to reason from the dealings of God's kand
to the purposes of God’s keart. Prayer often
heard b(e{‘are the proof of it is apparent. Faith
required to believe this (Mark xi. 24). Un-
belief must see the answer befare it believes
in it; faitk believes iu it before seeing it.
Prayer, like seed, whick for a lime lies buried
i the earth. God’s time for answering
prayer reserved in His own hand. Prager
attended to, and prayer answered, two different
things. The former usually followed sooner
or later by the latter. Receiving an answer
to be distinguished from the acfual en-
Joying of it (Mark xi. 24). Faith believes
that it receives the blessing asked before
it sees it : the secing comes in God’s time.—
(7) Unlelief eyes outward dealings (verse
17,18). “For he breaketh me wmith a tem-
pest (or, ‘crusheth me as in a whirlwind ),
he multiplieth my wounds without cause.
He will not suffer me to take my breath
(enjoy the least respite or relief), but
filleth me with bitterness.” The ground of
Job’s despondency and unbelief. Continued
suffering forbids him to believe God regards
His prayers. Hard fo believe in God’s love
when so terribly crushed with successive strokes
of His Providence. A tragic but true de-
scription of Job’s sufferings.  “ Broken ?—
crushed, or ‘““bruised,” as in Gen. iil. 15.
With a tempest,” or *““in a whirlwind ”—
suddenly—violently—irresistibly, like one
continually lifted up and then dashed down
again forcibly to the ground. This as
suffered “without cause’’ known to himself,
only all the more painful. His suffering
“without cause,” God’s own account of the
matter (ch. ii. 3). The thing denied by the
friends, but persistently maintained by Job,
while yet acknowledging himself a sinner
before God. Job ignorant of God’s purpose
in the affliction. What was really gone by
Satan, Job in his ignorance aseribes to God.
Ignorant of Satan’s malice, he can only think
of God’s arbitrariness. Satan having de-
stroyed Job’s children by one ¢ whirlwind,”
thinks to destroy Job himself by another of
a different nature. Sugferings long continued
and without intermission lerribly ewhausting
and crushing to the human spirit. The
““bitterness” of Job’s outward sufferings
onl{ the counterpart of the bitterness in his
soul.  Heroic fuith to believe in God’s gracious
regard in suck terribly distressing circum-

stances. Such experience and faith that of
Jesus Himself (Matt. xxvi. 38; xxvil. 46).
Job’s faith also at times triumphant (ch. xix,
25 ; xxiii. 10).

IV. Joh’s mental agitation in respeet
to his case (verses 19—21).

1. His inability to plead with God (verse
19).—*If Ispeak of strength (—if the ques-
tion be one of strength), lo! he is strong
(or, “a strong One is here’; or, ‘the strong
One saith, here am I°); and if of judgment
—(if the question be of one of rig#f), who
shall set me a time to plead” (or, ¢ who
shall bring him [or us] into court’ [that as
umpire, we may debate the case before him].
Though conscious of innocence, Job feels
there is no possibility of pleading his case
against God. As regards power, God is the
ﬁighty One, with whom no creature may
contend. He is sovereign and supreme, so
that there canbe no umpire to summon both
parties to trial. No creature therefore may
dispute with God. Happily, no creature
needs.  Dvery one’s cuse left safe in His hands.
Only agitation and unrest till this is done.
Job atl ast, after all his tumults and tossings,
is brought to this, and then has peace. The
lesson for Job and all tried ones,~of fo dis-
pute with God, but to leave the case confidingly
tn His hands, assured that the Judge of all the
earth will do right. 'The lesson that of the
37th Psalm. “Commit thy way unto the
Lord; trust also in Him, and he shall bring
it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy
righteousness as the light, and thy judgment
as the noonday ” (Ps. xxxvii. 5, 6).

2. His certainty of condemnation notwith-
standing His conscious integrily (verse 20).
“If I justify myself (or, ©although I be
righteous ’), mine own mouth shall condemn
me (—by its very utterances will shew me
guilty), if I say, I am perfect (or, ¢ although
I am upright’), it shall also prove me per-
verse ” (or, ‘ He, 7.e. God, shall declare me
guilty’). A great truth felz, though unwil-
lingly acknowledged by the ‘perfect” man.
However upright and consciously innocent, a
Sallen man must yet stand condemned before
kis Maker. To exhibit this, one of the great
objects of the book of Job. Fallen man, at
his best estate, a sinner, and so guilty before
God. The Apostle’s declaration, as shewing
the necessity for the Gospel scheme (Rom.
ili. 23). No flesh living capable of being
justified in God’s sight (Ps. cxl. 3). “No
just man on egrth that doeth good and
sinneth not ” (Eccles. vil. 20). To be justi-
fied before God on the ground of his own
merits, a man must be absolutely sinless
(Gal.ii. 10; Jam. ii. 10). Such a person no-
where to be found (1 John i 8). Z%ke
mouth that pleads  Not guilty” before God
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condemns itself. Its very language proves the
man a sinner by convicting him—(1) Of pride ;
(2) Of rebel{iousness; (3) Of falsehood.
Self-righteousness in a sinner sufficient to
condemn kim. The object of the law not to
justify but to silence (Rom. iii. 19). A man’s
salvation and peace is found——(1) in acknow-
ledgingir) guilt and taking the place of a lost
sinner before God ; (2) In casting himself en-
tirely on His mercy as flowing through a
Saviour’s atoning blood (Rom. iii. 24).

3. His resolution to maintain kis integrity
at all costs (verse 21). ““Though I were
perfect, yet would I not know my soul (or,
I am blameless and sincere, I care not for
mfyself ’); T'would despise (or, I ‘despise’) my
lifte.”” As an honest man, conscious of sin-
cerity and uprightuess, Job refuses to confess
himself a hypocrite and secret transgressor,
in order to obtain the restoration o tem-
poral prosperity held out by his friends. A
contest maintained by Job with his friends
as well as with God. As against God, he
was wrong ; as against smen, he was right.
Before @od, he must and does acknowledge
himself a sinner; before men, he maintains
his integrity. In asserting himself * per-
feet ” (blameless, sincere, upright), he only
does what God had done for him (chap. i. 8
ii. 3). A4 man may boldly maintain his in-
tegrity before his fellow men, while he humbly
abases himself as a sinner before God. In the
sight of God, Paul bows as ¢the chief of
sinners ” (1 Tim. i. 15); before a luman
tribunal, he declares— I have lived in all
good conscience before God until this day *
(Acts xxiii, 1).

Y. Perplexed thonghts as to the
Divine proeedure in the present world
(verses 22—24).

1. Iis indiscriminateness (verse 22). * This
is one thing (or, ‘it is all one’); therefore
I said it, he destroyeth the perfect (the
blameless or upright) and the wicked.” Both
classes treated, as a rule, without discrimina.
tion in the present life. Maintained by
Job—(1) As against the friends, Calamities
not confined to the wicked; (2) As against
God Himself. No special regard had to
those who serve Him. Such indiscriminate
procedure maintained in the Book of Eccle-
siastes (chap. ix. 2, 3). One of the {acts
in the Divine government observed by
thoughtful and good men. Both classes
suffer alike, as in war, famine, pestilence,
earthiluake, tempests, &c. Both share
equally in the ills and calamities of life. A
mystery and a stumblingblock. To be re-
garded—(1) As an argument for a future
state. The difference between the righteous
and the wicked reserved for a future day
(Mal. iii, 18).—(2) As @ trial for faith in the

Divine character. THence the murmurings
of unbelieving professors (Mal. iii. 13, 15).

2. Its apporent indifference to the sufferings
of the godly (verse 23). “If the scourge
slay suddenly (or, indiseriminately), he will
laugh (or, it langheth) at the trial of the
innocent.” The supposed case already
asserted (verse 22). Job’s own case beforc
his view. Providence often has the appear-
ance of cruel indifference to the sufferings of
the innacent. Z%e feelings of God’s heart
not 1o be judged by the dealings of His hand.
Divine “love and hatred”’ not known by
any mere outward dispensation (Eccles, ix.
1). The godly sometimes ‘“accounted as
sheep for the slaughter”” (Ps. xliv. 22).
The Divine sympathy for the suffering
exhibited in the character of Jesus. For a
time Jesus Himself also sometimes appeared
indifferent to suffering (Matt. xv. 23—26 ;
Mark iv. 38; John xi, 6). The Divine
dealings in the present life are—(1) Proda-
tive; (%) Disciplinary. The trial of the
righteous found at inst unto praise, and
Lonour, and glory (1 Pet. i. 7). Precious
metal proved as well as purified by the fire.
The scourge that destroys the guilty only
tries the good (So Ps. xi. 5; vil, 11).

3. Its apparently unjust partiality (verse
24). “The earth is given into the hand of
the wicked ; he covereth the faces of the
judges thereof.” Two anomalies—(1) The
wicked are exalted to power, while godly
men are depressed ; (2) Tyrants are allowed
to reign while rightful rulers are treated
with ignominy and put to death (Est. vii

Same sentiment (Ps. xii. 8). The un-
godly styled “the man of the earth” (Ps.
x. 18). Satan himself the *prince of this
world.” . He and his host the “rulers of the
darkness of this world.” Godly men in
Christ earth’s proper judges and rulers
(1 Cor. vi. 2, 3; Rev. 1. 5).. Such often
treated in the providence of God as male-
factors. Job himself an example (ch. xxix.
717, 25; xxx.10—23). God the author
of civil government, The earth with its
various states and governments in His
hand. Given over by Him to others accord-
ing to His will. Often in judgment to bad
men (Dan. iv. 17). By Him kings reign. He

utteth down one and setteth up another (Ps.
xxv. 7; Dan. ii. 21). Rulcth in the king-
dom of men, and appointeth over it whomso-
ever he will (Dan. iv. 17, 25 ; v. 21). Does
this in His invisible and mysterious provi-
dence, without infringement on man’s frec
will or the operation of second causes. This
fact one of the elements in the doetrine of
« wisdom,” exhibited in this and other in-
spired books of the same period.

4. The mysterious certainly connected with
2, “If not (—if the case be not so), wé%ere



CHAP. IX,

HOMILETIC COMMENTARY: JOB.

and who ishe [who does these things]??”
Or, “if the ease be not thus [viz., that God
does these things], who is it [that does
them]?” The facts undeniable; who but
One can be the author of them? Acknow-
ledged mystery in these anomalies in the
government of a righteous God. Yet none
but God can be the author of them. Earth
necessarily under a Supreme Ruler., That
Ruler necessarily righteous. The doctrine
of two co-ordinate principles not to bhe
admitted. God the author both of good and
evil—light and darkness (Is. xlv. 7). The
existence and prevalence of evil in the world,
ineluding the elevation of wicked rulers, one
of the mysteries in Divine Providence. God
the author of cvil—(1) By permission; (2)
By predestination ; (3) By Providence.
Satan the anthor of evil—(1) Actually; (2)
Subordinately ; (3) Instrumentally. Evil
under the Divine government permitted for
wise and benevolent purposes.  His wisdom
and benevolence seen—(1) Inrestraining the
evil; (2) In overruling it for good; (3) In
employing it for the exhibition of His own

crfections (Ps. lxxvi. -10). God displays

is glory, while ¢ from seeming evil still
educing good.” Zyrants and evil rulers God’s
scourge to a guilly land. The terrible and
destructive thunderstorm the purifier of the
atmosphere. 'The rainbow the offspring of
the dark cloud behind it. The grandest
seenery the product of carth’s terrible con-
vulsious. The stars shine out most brilliantly
from the blackest sky. Deep shadows give
effect to the picture—an occasional discord
to the music. Old and fractured instruments
often yield the sweetest tones. Wicked
hands the agencies in man’s redemption
(Acts ii. 23).

YI. Reflections on his own pitiful
condition (verses 25—35).

1. The rapid termination of his prosperily
and his life (verse 25). “Now my days are
(or, bave been) swifter than a post (or,
runner,—a state-courier carrying letters or
despatches,sometimestravellinga]iundredaud
fifty miles in less than twenty-four hours;
dromedaries, able to outrun the fleetest
horses, also employed (Esther viii. 14} ; they
flec (or, have ({)ed) away; they see (or, have
seen) no good.” Job lhad not reached the
meridian of life. Lived after his troubles a
hundred and forty years. His present age

robably not more than the half of that.

is death, which appeared at hand, therefore
sadly premature. ~ IHis past prosperity ac-
cordingly short-lived. In the presence of
his now accumulated miseries, his days ap-
pear to have witnessed no happiness. Pre-
sent misery apt fo make ws overlook past
mercy. Two more comparisons to represent

the swiftness with which his life had sped
to its close—(1) A reed-skiff or canoe,
formed of the papyrus of the Nile, remark-
able for its lightness and swiftness (verse
26). “They are (or have) passed away as
the swift ships * (margin, “sEips of desire,”
or, “ships of Ebeh;” more probably “ships
of papyrus,” like Is. xviii. 2.) (2) An eagle,
swiftest of birds, cagerly pouncing down on
its prey. “As the eagle hasteth,” &c. A
frequent comparison. (See Deut. xxviii. 49 ;
Jer., iv, 13 ; Sam. iv. 19.)

Human Life a Yoyage.

Each individual’s life fitly compared to a
swift sailing vessel speeding onwards on her
voyage.—L. Constant and rapid progress.
No stoppage till we rcach the place of des-
tination.—2. The precise length of the voyage
various in each case.—3. The length of lhe
voyage and the time of ifs termination previously
unknown.—4. The voyage a most important
one to each. All others comparatively insig-
nificant. Its issue an etermty of happiness
or woc.—5. The freight an immortal spirit
with boundless capacitics.—6. The place of
destination one or other of only fwo, widely
remote from cach other in character and
situation—a paradise of bliss and a home of
glory, or a region of darkness and despair.—
7. Eack vessel under the direction of an in-
visible power that presides atl the helm.
The helmsman in each case, either the Prince
of Life, or the Prince of Darkncss. The
object of the former is to steer the vessel to
glory; that of the latter to wreek it on the
shores of death. The first human vessel
launched with the former at the helm. Man
listening to the flattering proposals of the
latter aceepted him for his pilot. Since then
human life has been started under the
influence  of the Prince of Darkness, the
“god of this world.” The choice made by
Adam of a pilot, confirmed by bhis offspring
who are born in his likeness. Man might
have been hopelessly left to his miserable and
ungrateful choice. Mercy, however, places
again within his reach a change of pilots.
The Prince of Life, having atoned for man’s
rebellion, offers again to take charge of the
vessel. Conscious of their sin and misery,
many thankfully accept His offer and safely
reach the port of peace. Others, rejecting
it, are wrecked on the rocks of eternal ruin.
—Two important questions—(1) Whither am
I bound?  For heaven or for hell? (2) Who
is my pilot ? Christ or the Wicked One?

2. The inalility of his efforts lo overcone
his heaviness (verses 27,28). “If T say, I
will forget my complaint (lay aside my
lamentation) ; I will leave off my heaviness
and comfort myself (or, I will put away my
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sorrowful countenance and brighten up), I
am afraid of all my sorrow (—I shudder at
my accumulated griefs). I know that thou
wilt not hold (or, treat me as) innocent”
(whatever T may be or may deem myself).
A painful strugele between the enlightened
spirit, and the flesh aided by the depressing
nature of disease and the buffetings of the
invisible adversary. Similar struggle in
David— Why art thou cast down?” &e.
(Ps. xlii. 5,11; xliii. 5). The believer often
conscious that he ought fo rejoice when un-
belief forbids him. Much more under the
New than the Old Testament to make a child
of God “lay aside his sorrowful counte-
nance and brighten up.”” To “rejoice in the
Lord” in the midst of trials, made much
easier now than in the days of Job. The
aim of Jesus to give his people ground to
“rejoice in tribulation,” (John xiv. 27;
xv. 11; xvi. 33). Enjoined on them (Phil.
iv. 1). Their actual experiecnce (Rom. v. 3;
1Pet. i.6). Jobkept from * brightening up”
by the thought that, though conscious of
innocence, God would still hold and treat him
as guilty. The believer able now to rejoice
in the thought that,though conscious of guilt,
God for Clrist’s sake will hold and treat
bhim as énnocent, making him accepted in the
beloved.”
. 3. His despair of being able fo oblain
acquittance with God (verse 29). “If I be
wicked (orsimply,  Iam,’ or ‘shall be wicked;’
i.e., must be held and treated as such), why
then labour I in vain ”’ [to maintain a good
conscience or attempt to prove my innocence J?
A hard and unbelieving thought of God,
suggested by Lis own carnal nature, and by
the enemy wlho sought to bring him to curse
his Maker as arbitrary, tyrannical, and wn-
just. Satan’s old trade (@en. iii. 1,4, 5).
The bitfer and ungenerous thought too
fondly dwelt upon by Job. Perhaps some
secret consciousness of inward corruption,
and of the truth as regarded himself (verse
30). “If T wash myself with snow-water
(the purest to be got), and make my hands
never so clean (or, ‘cleanse my hands with
lyc’—used with oil instead of soap), yet shalt
thou plunge me in the ditch (or pit), and
mine own clothes shall abhor me” (margin,
“make me to be abhorred ). The idea: All
my attempts to make my heart and life pure
will with Thee be utterly vain,—~Thou wilt
still regard me as impure and abominable.
The thought probably suggested by—(1)
his conscious endeavours to maintain purity
of licart and life; (2) his treatment at God’s
hands being such as apparently to indicate the
Divine condemnation. Skould have been
awakencd hy—(1) Conscious corruption; (2)
Apprchension of the Divime purity. So
Isaiah (1s. vi. 5). So Job himsclf after-
5

.

wards (ch. xI. 4; xlii. 5, 6). The langunage

robably now dictated by peevishness and

itterness.  Yet true, though in a different
sense from that intended. All man’s
attempts to justify and purify himself before
God in vam. He still remains wicked,-
guilty, and abominable in the sight of a
holy God. Man, as a fallen child of Adam,
in his very nature corrupt and opposed to
God. All sclf-attempts leave his nature un-
clianged and polluting all his actions. Such
attempts themselves only the offspring of
pride andself-righteousness, therefore abomi-
nable. IIumility and love the only things
in a creaturc acceptable to God. Man’s
self-attempts leave him destitute of both.
Guilt not to be effaced but by an atonement,
or satisfaction to Divine justice. The waters
of the occan unable to wash out a single
blood-spot of guilt. Only Almighty power
able to remove the leopard’s spots or whiten
the Ethiopian’s skin. TIn Christ provision
made both for the removal of guilt and im-
purity. His blood removes the one, His
Spirit’s grace the other. From His pierced
side came forth both “blood and water”
(John xix. 34; John v. 6, 8). The true
posture of each fallen child of man in Luke
xviii. 13. The prayer (Ps. li. 7). The
invitation (Is. i. 18. The promise (Ez.
xxxvi. 25). The acceptance (1 Jobw i. 7.
The thanksgiving (Rev.i. 5). A gracious
plunging of the self-purified into_the diteh,
m the Divinely awakened consciousness of
guilt and corruption. Saul carefully washed
at Jerusalem; blessedly plunged in the
ditc§1 at Damascus (Acts ix. 9—11; xxvi,
4, 5).

4. Job’s inability to plead his cause before
God (verse 32). ‘“Tor he is not a man as
I am, that T should answer him [as defendant
at the bar], and that we should come to-
gether in judgment ” [to plead our respective
causes]. Job thinks he has a case against
God, as God appears to have one against
him. Wishes he could have them tried, but -
feels that the distance between him and God

recludes the thought (verse 33). ¢ Neither
1s there any daysman betwixt us (margix,
*“one that should argue;” or, “an umpire ;”’
properly, an arbitrator with authomty to
restrain each party, and to bind them to his
decision) that might lay his hand [authorita-
tively] uponus both.” ~ Icnce the supposed
impossibility of an equal contest. What
J og desiderated has, in a much better sense,
been provided for sinful man. A daysman,
or Mediator, has been found in the person
of Jesus Christ—the fellow both of God and
man (Zech. xiii. 7). Not to afford man an -
opportunity of vainly pleading his innocence
against God, but of humbly acknowledging
lis guilt and obtaining mercy (1 Jolm 21;

to
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1 Tim. ii. 5, 6). Job imagines he could make
good his case but for the Divine power and
majesty that overawe him (verse 34). *Let
him take hisrod away from me (—his power,
and perhaps the effect of it, his affliction),
and let not his fear (or terrible majesty)

rrify me. Then, would I speak and not

ar him : but it is not so with me > (margin

but I am not so with myself;” or, “for I
am not so in mind,”—as to fear him in the
controversy from any consciousness of guilt).
The fear of the Divine majesty the common
fecling of humanity. Even the scraphim
cover their faces with their wings before

“A fearful thing to fall into the hauds of
the living God.” The “rod” of God scen
removed 1n the person and work of Him who
was “meek and lowly in heart,” and who
“suffered for our sins, the Just one in the room
of the unjust.” The rays of Divine majesty
softened 1n the God-man, Christ Jesus. The
Father seen in him who was the “man of
sorrows”’ (Joln xiv. 9). Jesus the way to
the Father, Through Him we enter with
boldness into the holiest of all (John xiv.6 ;
Heb. x. 19—22). Christ the true Jacob’s
ladder.  The foot on the earth, and the top
reaching to heaven (Johni. 51 ; Gen. xxviit.

God. The doors of the temple and the 12).
foundations of Sinai shook at His prescnce.
CHAPTER X.

JOB’S REPLY 10 BILDAD—~CONTINUED.

His speech takes the form rather of an
expostulation with God in regard to his
afflictions. The vehemence of his spirit
reaehes its height in this chapter. Docs not
renounce God, but takes great liberty in
addressing Him. The liberty, lLowever,
rather that of a child with a father whose
clouded and averted face he can meither un-
derstand nor endure.

L His impatience of life, and his
resolution to give freec vent to his
complaints (verse 1).

“ My soul is weary of (or, ‘loathes,” or
‘bursts in’) my life; I will leave my com-
plaint upon myself (I will give loose reins to
my complaint) : I will speak,”” &c. The
language of a deeply distressed and even
desperate man.
1, and Lam. iii. 39; and especially with
New Testament experience (Pl‘:il. iv. 5—7;
Rom. v. 3; 1 Pet. i. 6—8). In Job’s words
we have—(l) Az unkappy state of mind
allowed—*‘ My soul is weary of my life.” So
Rebekah {Gen. xxvii. 46); Elijah (1 Kings
xix. 4); and Jonah (iv. 38). Believers in
trouble are to possess their souls iz patience.
A mind stayc(f on God is kept ““in perfect
peace.’==(2) An unwise resolution formed—
“I will leave my complaint upon myself,
&c.” Safer and wiser to check than to indulge
complaints regarding God’s dealings with
us. The impatience of the flesh makes men
sit under Elijak’s juniper tree and Jonak’s
gourd. Yet a troubled soul, familiar with
God, pours out its complaints into His ear
without sin (Ps. xlii. 6—11). Lifcinitself a
merey ; yet sometimes would be little better
thaé16hc]l but for the hopes of heaven [Zrapp].

Contrasted with Ps. xxxix. -

II. Mis desire not to be treated as
guilty, without knowing the grounds
of it (verse 2).

“1 will say unto God.” Implies—(1)
Deep distress, extorting the language. (2)
A childlike confidence and freedom towards
God. (3) Peevishness and want of reverence.
~*“Do not condemn me” (or, treat me as a
guilty person). A father's displeasure is a
generous child’s greatest grief. A single sin
sufficient to make us guilty before God
(James ii. 10; Gal. iii. 10). Only one way
for a sinner. to be freed from condemnation
(Rom. vii. 1, 34). Christ the Righteous
suffers in the place of the condemned sinner
(2 Cor. v. 21). A believer, however, still
sometimes_either really or apparently under
God’s displeasure (Isa. liv. 7—9; lvii. 17—
18).—““Show me wherefore thou contendest
with me.” Job’s trial, that God seemed to
have a controversy with him while he was
ignorant of the cause. A spiritually en-
lightened man apprekends God has a con-
troversy with him when there is none ; an
unrenewed man does not believe in it when
it actually exists.—With different classes
and individuals God may have various

Grounds of Controversy.

1. With nations and unconverted men. The
grounds—(1) Rebellion against his autho-
rity ; (2) Unthankfulness for His mercies ;
(3) Apostacy from His religion; (4) Perse-
cution of His cause and people; (5) Con-
tempt of Ilis ordinances; (6) Rejection of
1lis Son.

2. With churches and individual Christians.
The grounds may be—(1) Departure from
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first love (Rev. ii. 4, 5); (2) Formality and
hypocrisy (Rev. iii, 1); (3) Pride and self-
satisfaction (Rev. ili. 1—7) ; (4) Lukewarm-
ness (Rev, iii. 15, 16); (5) Unfaithfulness
and unfruitfuluess (Jobn xv. 2); (6) Cove-
tousness and wordly-mindedness (Is. Ivii. 17).
Iroubles laid on believers may be—(1) On
account of past or present sin ; (2) For frial
and manifestation of grace ; (3) For purifi-
cution and spiritual growth; (&) For exhibi-
tion of Divine suppert.

II1. Appeal to God against His pre-
sent treatment (verses 3—12).

The grounds of this appeal :

1, Ifs inconsistency with QGod’s nature and
honour (verse 3). ““Isit good unto thee that
thou shouldst oppress, that thou shouldst
despise the work of thine hands, and shine
upon the counsel of the wicked?” Three
things apparently involved in Job’s afflic-
tions :——(1) Oppression on the part of God;
(2) Contempt of His own works; (3) Coun-
tcuance given to the sentiments and practice
of ungodly men who deny His providence
if not IIis very existence, and maintain the
uselessness of religion. In Job’s case
there appeared no ground for such severe
treatment. Though God’s own creature, he
seemed to be treated as unworthy of regard.
As a religious man, his great aflictions might
give occasion to the ungodly to harden them-
selves in their irreligion. All this is incon-
sistent with God’s nature and honour, God’s
nature is love. A God of truth and without
iniquity. ~Afllicts none willingly. Despises
not any, Ungodliness His abomination.
Observe :— (1) God’s procedure sometimes
apparently at variance with Iis nrature and

character. (2) That inconsistency only in
appearance. God cannot act but in accord-

ance with His nature, which is love and
light, goodness, purity, and justice. (3)
God’s glory and honour involved in His deal-
ings with His creatures, and especially with
His servants. (4) God’s nature and character
& rock for our feet under the most trying dis-
pensations.

2. God’s Ommiscience (verse 4). ¢ Hast
thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man
secth?” (Verse 7) “Thou knowest that I
am not wicked.” Conscious of innocence
we can appeal to Divine omniscience for a
favourable verdict. Man looks on the out-
ward appearance ; God’s eyes penctrate the
heart & Sam. xvi. 7). Man deceived by
appearances. Sees imperfectly into character
and conduct. Requires lengthened observa-
tion to arrive at the truth. Often swayed
by passion and partiality. God takes all
into one view at once (Acts xv. 18). Ilis
eyes a flame of fire (Rev. i.14). Iis ser-

vauts’ character and conduct often misjudged -

by men. Perfectly known to God. Job’s
comfort (ch. xvi. 19; xxiii. 10). His trial
that his friends read his character in his
sufferings. His Antitype similarly misjudged
(Is. liii. 4 ; John vii. 23). God’s knowledge
of Job’s innocence already shewn in the his-
tory. Job’s own knowledge of it as yet only
from his own consciousness. This conscious-
ness his confidence towards God. “If our
hearts condemn us not,” &c. (1 John iii, 21).
Job a sinner, but not a *wicked” sinner.
Sinned not deliberately and from choice. Not
guilty of hypocrisy and secret sin. Not to
love sin or aﬁow ourselves in it, is with God
not to sin at all (1 John iii. 6, 8, 9).

3. God’s eternity (verse 5).  Are thy
days as the days of man? Are thy years as
man’s days?” [God’s eternity marked by
“years” in contrast with man’s days.]
(Verse 6).—* That thou inquirest after mine
iniquity, and searchest after my sin.”  Short-
lived man requires haste to Investigate and

unish crime. His few years afford him but
few opportunities of fully ascertaining charac-
ter. The judge may dic or the criminal
escape.  God’s etermity excludes all need of
haste, and secures all opportunity for know-
ledge. No need with God of torture to
elicit confession. The severity, rapid succes-
sion, and long continuance of Job’s afflictions,
apparently inconsistent with this.

4, His ommnipotence (verse 7). *Thou
knowest (or, ©Although thou knowest’—
margin,—* It is upon thy knowledge ’) that I
am not wicked, and there is (or, ‘and that
there is’) none that can deliver out of thine
hand.” No fear of a reseue on behalf of
God’s prisoners. IHence no need of vehe-
ment urgency in inflicting punishment.
Solemn truth for the impenitent. “How
shall we escape,” &c? (Heb. ii. 3). *Con-
sider this, all ye that forget God,” &e. (Ps.
1. 22). Precious comfort for Christ’s sheep.
None able to pluck them out of his hand
(John x. 29, 30).

5. His relation o man as his Creator
(verse 8). “Thine hands have made me
(or,‘elaborated me,’—margin, “took pains with
me’), and fashioned (—exquisitely moulded
and adorned) me together round abouf
(—every part of me); yet thou dost destroy
me.” Powerful plea. Workmen respect their
own work. The more pains .bestowed, the
more regard will be shown. The heavens the
work of God’s jfingers; man the work of his
“hands.”’ Man the most exquisite piece of
Divine workmanship even in his body, still
more in his soul, most of all in the union of
both. The “human face Divine” an example
of this exquisile moulding and adorning.
The head apparently designed by naturc as
the cupola to the most glorious of Ler works
[4ddison]. Galen, the physician, couv6cr?ted
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to the belief of a Divine Creator by the
wisdom displaycd in the strueture of the
human frame. Man God’s glory as His work
in creation; still more as his work in redemp-
tion (Is. xxix. 23 ; xlv. 13 ; 1x. 21).

6. Man's frailly and mortality (verse 9).
“ Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast
made me as the clay; and wilt thou (or, thou
wilt) bring me unto dust again ?”’ Reference
to the Creation, and to the sentence pro-
nounced on man at the Fall. Similar terms
to those in Gen. ii. 7, and ili. 19. Written
documents or traditionary records of the
events probably then in existence, and after-
wards employed by Moses. - Man’s frail and
shortlived existence used by Job as a plea
for milder treatment. Similar plea in Ps.
lxxxix. 47. An availing one with God (Ps.
ciii. 14; Gen. vi. 3). God’s nature compas-
sion. Our frailty pleads with God for for-
bearance, with man himself for earnestness
(Eccles. ix. 10).

7. God’s kindness already manifested. (1)
In our conception (verse 10). “1last thou
not poured me out as milk, and curdled me
like cheese ?” God the careful and henefi-
cent Agent in our conception (Ps. exxxix.
15, 16; Eccles. xi. 5). The process of nature
in the womb His own, as instituted, sustained
and controlled by Him. Milk coagulated
into cheese an image of the formation of the
embryo of the future man. (2) In the growtk
of the furtus (verse 11).  ““‘Thou hast clothed
me with skin and flesh, and fenced me with
bones and sinews.” The development. of the
embryo another of God’s mysterious and
beneficent operations. The order in the
text that of Nature,—first the skin, then the
flesh, lastly the harder parts gradually
added, Among other important purposcs,
“bones and sinews”’ serve for- protection to
the more vital parts. (3) In'the bestowment
of life(verse 12). “Thou has granted me life.”
Life imparted to the embryo in the womb
as a gift of God. Natural lifea precious gift ;
how much more spiritual and eternal! That
life also originally imparted to man, but lost
i Adam (Rom. v. 17; 1 Cor. xv. 21).
Restored in Christ who is the Life (John
xiv, 6; xi- 25; 1 Cor. xv. 21 ;. Rom.
v. 17, 21; 1 John v. 11,12, (4) In the
Juvoni and kinduess accompanying life.  Life
and favour.” The kindness of God visible
in every stage of our natural life, Con-
sricuous in infancy. “ Cast upon him from
the womb.” Kindly watched over in a long-
continued period of lielplessness. Beneficent
grovision made in parental affection. Fach in-

ividual the recipient of ten thousand mercies
cvery day he lives. Divine goodness smiles
on us in every sunbeam, and fans in
every breeze. (5) In the continued prescr-
z:r//iosn of life. *“And thy visitation (provi-

6

dential care) hath preserved my spirit.”
Natural life preserved by a careful and
watchful Providence. The hand that put
the heart in motion sustains its pulsations.
Provides the means necesary for life’s sup-

ort. The petition answered even before
1t is offered—* Give us this day our daily
bread.” Protects life and organs from con-
stantly surrounding daugers. An unseen
hand averts a thousand accidents each day
we live. The mind prescrved from derange-
ment and disease as well as the body. The
same Divine care that protected the brain,
the seat of life and thought, by a strong,
spherical, bony skull, still continued in pre-
serving tle spirit. Sleep, as needful for the
mind as the body, the daily gift of a bene-
ficent Providence.—An object of so much
regard not likely to be soon despised or
lightly cast away. Neither natural nor be-
coming for so much kinduess to terminate
in cruelty.

‘IV. Complaints against God and His
procedure (verses 13—18). -

1. That kis sufferings were in God’s secret
purpose amidst alt Ilis past kindness (verse 13).
“ And these things hast thou hid in thine
heart; ITknowthatthisis withthee.,”” Theecom-
fort of believers that all events in our lot are
part of God’s secret counsel (Ps. cxxxix. 16 ;
Leeles. iii. 14). A truth of natural religion
that what God does in time He purposeg in
eternity (Acts xv. 18). Necessary and desi-
rable in a Being infinite, eternal, and un-
changeable ; omnipresent, ommiscient, and
almighty ; holy, swise, and good. Job’s pre-
determined afllictions in /4éis view an apparent
contradiction to God’s former Kkindness.
Life seemed given only to make him miser-
able. Such ungenerous thoughts his own
infirmity. God neither fickle nor cruel. All
things made, according to His purﬂ)ose, to
work together for good to them that love
Him (Rom. viii. 28). Predestined sufferings
no contradiction to experienced kindness.
Joseph’s imprisonment under a false abomi-
nable charge was in God’s secret counsel while
delivering him from the pit and placing him
in Potiphar’s palace. Obscrve—(1) Ze na- .
ture of the fleshk is to put ¢ wrong construction
upon God’s dealings. (2) The object of Satan
is to misrepresent God, as arbitrary, cruel and
tyrannical. (3) Hard thoughts of God a
special temptation in time of trouble.

2. Complains of God’s excessive stiictness
tn marking and punishing offences (verse 14).
“If I sin (rather, ‘ have sinned’), then Thou
markest (or hast marked) me, and Thou wilt
not acquit me from mine iniquity.” This
perhaps the secret counsel complained of in
preceding verse. In ignorance Job views his
afllictions as the effect of God’s strictness in
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marking his sin. As yet no frank and
humble eonfession. Observe—(1) Siz offen
brought to mind in time of affliction. (2) As
a fuct, the sins of God’s children often visited
when those of others are not so. (3) The
views of the flesh in regerd fo God always
perverted. Aceording to the flesh, God is
either—(1) Indifferent to men’s conduet;
soft and indulgent to their sins; or (2)
Sterin and inexorable ; striet in marking
and punnishing every offence. (4) In «
believer, the flesk speaks at one time, and the
spirit at another. Job’s present language
uttered under the influcnee of the flesh and
the promptings of Satan. Yet, in itself, in a
certain sense true, as (1) Men's sins are 0b-
served and marked by God. Men judged at
last “out of those things whieh are written
in the books.” For every idle word aecount
to be given in the day of judgment. Men
reeeive according to the things done in the
body—good or bad. The seerets of men to
be one day judged by Jesus Christ (Rom.
ii. 16). Every evil work and seeret thing to
be brought into judgment. (2) Zke guilty
by no means acquitted by God. Yet sin is
Jorgiven and the guilty are pardoned. 'The
gracious provision of the seheme of Redemp-
tion, Zhrough the substitution and satisfuc-
tion of Clrist, God can punish and yet pardon.
God a just God and yet a Saviour; just and
the justifier of the ungodly that believe in
Jesus, Millions of sins forgiven, yet not one
unpunished. The iniquities of men laid on
the one righteous man, Christ Jesus. The
Just One ““bruised and put to grief” as a
sacrifice for the sins of the unjust. The
guiltless takes the plaee of the guilty, and
the guilty that of the guiltless (2 Cor. v.21).
The blood of Jesus able to cleanse from all
sin, beecause the blood of God’s Son (1 John
i. 7). Every sin marked against the sinner
answered and atoned for by the Surety. The
only thing now required for the sinner’s
pardon is Tis humble and hearty aceeptance
of the Substitute. God is satisfied with the
Surety. It only remains that the sinner be
so too. Confessing his guilt and aecepting
the Substitute, he is at onee forgiven (1 John
1. 9,12). Observe—(1) The peculiarity of
the Gospel age is that its provision is revealed
with a clearness and fulness before unknown.
(%) The Gospel ¢ blessed contradiction to the
lutter part of Jol’s present utterance. The
Law deelares, God cannot and will not acquit
the guilty; the Gospel points to Calvary and
says, the guiltless One beeane the guilty
and suffered the penalty. (3) Z%e sinner who
refuses the Surety retains his guilt, and suffers
himself the punishment of it.

8. Compluins of being treated as ke is
though a righteous man (verse 15), “If I be
wicked (—sin deliberately ; or, ¢ be guilt ’%
woe unto me: if I be righteous, yet mﬁ

(or may T) not lilt up my head.” A dietate
of matural religion that the guilty trans-
gressor must be.punished.  “This man is a
murderer whom vengeanee suffereth not to
live” (Aets xxviii. 4). Also the teaching of
nature that the just man may lift up his head
with confidenee and joy. “Be just, and
fear not.” None, however, ¢z Aimself, able
to do this Zefore God. The most upright
still guilty in God’s sight. Standing riy/écous
in Christ,a man lifts up his head hcfore God.
Job unable at present to do this—(Ll) As
not realizing his standing in the Surety; (2)
Keeping his eyes on his afflietion; (3 lis
sufferings, aceording to the popular view,
seemed to proclaim him a guilty man. — 1
am full (or, “being full’) of eonfusion (re-
proach or ignominy) ; thereforc see thon
(or, “seeing as I do’) minc afflietion.”
Job’s other trials greatly aggravated by
reproaches from his friends. Confusion,
perplexity and shame, natural results of his
afflietion, especially in the time In whieh he
lived. A natural tendeney to judge of a
man from his circumstances. An aggrava-
tion to a good man’s sufferings, that himself
and religion are misjudged from them.
Heunee Paul’s anxiety in regard to his suffer-
ings as an apostle (Eph. iii. 13; 2 Tim.
i. 8). Himself not ashamed of them (2 Tim.
1. 12).

4. Complains that lis sufferings only in-
creased in number and tntensity. 'L'hree
trying eircumstanees in Job’s afflietions. (1)
Their continual increase from the eommenee-
ment (verse 16). “For it inereaseth® (rears
itself up like a swelling wave ; or, “ should
it [m llxead] lift itself up”’). Terrible elimax
in J og’s sufferings. Commeneed with loss of
oxen and asses, and inereased to extireme
bodily affliction, inward darkness, and appre-
hension of Divine wrath. Probably his
disease itself inereased in violence as it con-
tinued. (2) Their éntensity. ¢ Thou huntest
me as a fieree lion ; and again thou showest
thyself marvellous upon me?” God’s pur-
pose seemed to be to hunt him down as a
dangerous animal; or as if IIe Himself were
a fierce lion intent on tearing him to pieces,
as Is, xxxviil. 13; Hos. v. 14, xiii, 7; Ps.
1. 22. His aflictions appeared like a display
of what God could infliet. Iis plagues
made wonderful (Deut. xxviii. 59). (3)
Their variety and constant change (verse 17).
““Thou renewest thy witnesses (or,’ weapons;’
margin, ‘plagues’) against me; and in-
ereasest thine indignation upon me; changes
and war (or, ‘successions and a host,” 7.,
one host seuceeding another) are against me.”
God appeared to be employing all his weapons
against him, each attack a fresh ¢ witness ”
produced to confront and confound him as a
guilty man. One troop of troubles seemed
only to succced another, equally bent ogglus
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destruction, Ohserve—(1.) 4 ckild of God
views all his troubles as from the Divine hand.
(R.) This often an exaggeration rather than an
alleviation of them. (3.) A jfearful thing to
Sull into the hands of the living God. (4.)
Blessed to have God for a friend, terrible to
have him for an enemy. (5.) Believers not to
be staggered at the heaviest tronbles succeeding
each other. (6.) No troubles to a believer but
what « Father's love permits and a Father's
hand metes ovt.

V. A piteons lament (verses 18—22)
embraces—

() A regret that ke had ever been born,
or permitted to live (verses 18,19). “ Where-
fore then hast Thou brought me out of
the womb? O that I had given up the
i;host, and no eye had seen me! T should
nave been as though T had not been ; I should
have been carried from the womb to the
grave.” The feeling and thoughts of his
first outburst return upon him (eh. iii. 10—
16). An advanee in the eomplaint; his
birth direetly ascribed to God, and charged
upon him as an evil. The idea of God ex-
tracting the infant from the womb familiar
in the Psalms, as Ps. xxii.9;
With David a matter of praise; with Job
one of regret. Unbelief and passion cast re-
proack on the Author both of our being and our
well-being. Job has long ago regretted the
blindness and haste which dietated these
irreverent and ungrateful words. 5

2. An impassioned request for a short relief
Jrom suffering, on the grounds of his speedy
departure (verse 20). ““Are not my days
few? Cease then, and let me alone; that
I may take comfort (brighten up, as ch. ix.
27) alittle before I go.” Same sentiment
in the conclusion of his reply to Eliphaz
(ch. vii. 19,21). Observe—(1) 4 saint, though
sad and sinning, cannot be restrained from
preying. The flesh only lifts up its voice
when that of the spirit is silent. The boon
of a short relief testifies the depth of Job’s
distress. (2) Brigf respite in sz{en’ng a
mercy to the sufferer.  Enables him—(i.)
To rally his strength; (ii.) To eolleet his
thoughts; (ili.) To recover calmness; (iv.)
To prepare himself for further suffering. (3)
Terrible doom of the lost, whick admits of no
such respite (Luke xvi. 24; Mark ix, 44;
Rev. xiv. 10, 11.

18, Gloomy description of the

State of the Dead
as viewed by Old Testament saints (verses 21,

1. A place of perpetual evile (verses 21).
“T go whenee I shall not return; a land,”
&c._OVicwed as a land or country; its in-

7

Ixxi. 6.

habitants the shades or spirits ‘of deeeased
men. Hence the sublime deseription in Is.
xiv. 9, 10; Ez xxxii. 21. A land from
whieli is no return to the present world.

2. A place without aftraction. Return
from it to the present world desirable, but
not praeticable. Much inferior to the pre-
sent life for enjoyment. Banishment to it
an evil. Hence Hezekiah’s sorrow and
regret at the prospeet of having so soon to
enter it (Is. xxxviii. 3—18).

3. A place of confusion and disorder (verse
22). “Without any order.” (1) No dis-
tinetion of elasses, as on earth. EHence
David’s prayer, Ps. xxvi. 9.] A plaece of
indiscriminate gathering (1 Sam. xxviii. 19).
() No pleasing vicissitude of day and night,
summer and winter. (3) No beanty or
orderly arrangement. Chaotie confusion, as
on the earth before the six day’s ereafion
(Gen. 1. 2). (4) No exereise of religious
worship. No praise or thanksgiving. This
part of the prospect especially depfored by
the godly (Ps. vi. 5; xxx. 9; Ixxxviii. 10—
125 exv. 17; TIs. xxxviil. 18).

4. A place of darkness and gloom (verse
21). “"The land of darkness and the shadow
of death,” &e. A funeral pall of midnight
darkness ever resting on it. Any light that
penetrates it only darkness,—* The‘iight is
as darkness.,” The view probably borrowed
from the places of Oriental sepulture, sub-
terranean grottoes. The darkness of these
sepulehral ehambers transferred to the spirit-
world. The experience of the disembodied
spirit supg)osed to bear affinity to the circum-
stances of the body. The Sun of righteous-
ness had not yet irradiated the world beyond
the grave. The Forerumner in human nature
had not yet entered within the veil. A bliss-
ful Paradise, as a home for the disembodied
just, not yet known. The doctrine of a

appy intermediate state reserved for the
teaching of Him who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. Perhaps the enjoyment of it
reserved for the time when He Himself
should return io glory, having finished the
work of our Redemption (Luke xxiii. 43).
It was left for Jesus to dispel the darkness
that brooded over the spirit-world, and show
beyond the grave the hills of celestial bliss.
Life and immortality brought to light by
Jesus Christ through the Gospel (2 Tim. 1.
10). Jesus carried light into the darksome
grave and world beyond—(1) B§ His teach-
ings (Luke xvi. 22; xxiii, 43; John xiv. 2).
(2) By His death, resurrection, and aseension
into heaven. By His lying in the grave He
has left there a perpetual light for the com-
fort of all His dying people [Caryl]. Blessed
contrast between the prospect of death to
believers now, and that to those of Old Tesla-
nent times, The kingdom of heaven with all
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its glory and beauty, its joy and song, its
inhabitants and employments, opened to be-
lievers by the death and resurrcction of
Jesus. Instead of the dreary and eonfused
abode of half-conscious spirits, the world
beyond is now the believer’s bright and
happy home in his Father’s house. Jesus

has taught believers joyously to sing on the
bed of death, as well as amid the enjoyments
of life: “Yonder’s my house and portion
fair,” &c. Ience a threefold duty lying on
New Testament believers :—(1) Thankful-
ness; (2) Joyfulness; (3) Heavenly-mindcd-
ness.

CHAPTER XI.
FIRST SPEECII OF ZOPHAR.

Zophar follows in the same train with his
companions. Misled by the same false prin-
ciple—great sufferings prove great sins—
he acts the part, not of a comforter, but of a
reprover a.lsuiJ an exhorter,

I. His reason for speaking (verses 2
—4), )
‘" Should not the multitude of - words be
answered 2’ &c. His reason involves Job’s
censure. Bitterly reproves him—(1) As a
mere lalker (verse 2). “Should a man full
" of talk be justified?” (2) As a vain and
lying boaster (verse 3). “Should thy lics make
men hold their peace ?” (3) 4s a proud
despiser of others ; *“ When thoumockest, shall
no man make thee ashamed P  (4) As a self-
righteous pretender to perfection, both in his
principle and his practice (verse 4). “For
thou hast said, my doetrine (speech, teach-
ing, principles) is pure, and 1 am clean in
thine eyes.” Observe—(1) Even good mien
can speak and act towards others like the
carnal and unconverted. (2) Religious pro-
Jessors very often misunderstand and misjudge
God’s tried people. (3) Believers' greatest
trials sometimes from their own brethren in
the fuith. Cbrist a merciful as well as fuith-
. ful High Priest, touched with the feeling of
our infirmities (Heb. ii. 17, 18 ; iv. 15).

II. Zophar desiderates Divine teach-
ing for Joh’s conviction (verse 5).

“But oh that God would speak, and open
his lips against thee!” God speaks witﬁ a
strong hand (Is. viii, 11). ““None teacheth
like Him.” Such teaching needed alike by
saint and simer. Necessary—(1) for con-
viction; (2) for consolation. Divine tcaching
imparts—(1) the knowledge of ourselves;
(2) the knowledge of God. God opens his
lips—(1) * against™ the sinner, for his con-
vietion; (2) for him, for his consolation.
‘Spake in time past to the fathers in divers
manners.”  Speaks now—(1) In His Word ;
(2) By His Spirit. The Spirit’s office to
convinee the world of sin, righteousness, and
judgment (John xvi. 8). The Word of God
sharper than any two-cdged sword—a dis-

cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. Its officc to picrec, to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, joints and marrow
(Heb. iv. 12).—Two things desired as the re-
sult of Divine teaching in Job’s case ; both
important for shutting the mouths of com-
plainers against God :—

1. The discovery of God’s transcendent and
unsearchable wisdom (verse 6). ¢ That le
would shew thee the secrets ihidden depths)
of wisdom, that they are double to that which
is » (or, “for they are manifold,” or “therc arc
doublings,”—complications or intrieacics
—*“in his understanding’’).—4ll complaints
against the Divine procedure and our own lot
proceed from ignorance of God’s designs.
“What I do thou knowest not now.” God’s
judgments a great deep. His way in the
sea. “Depth of riches,” both in “the
wisdom and knowledge of God.” Iis ways
past finding out, yet all just and true. God
not to be traced but trusted. “Judge not
the Lord by feeble sense,” &c.

2. The discovery of Job’s own sinfulness as
much greater than his suyfferings. “Know there-
fore that God exacteth of thee less than thine
iniquity deserveth ” (or “ consigns to oblivion
in thy favour,” or “remits to thee [a part]
of thy iniquity,” or “punishment ). True,
even in Job’s case, on tke supposition that his
sufferings were the punishment of his sins. *
Any affliction in this life only a part of what
all sin deserves.  The rich man in forments
probably no worse than kis neighbours (Luke
xvi,19—23). His sin not even mentioned by
the Saviour. Probably only woridliness and
self-indulgence, with its natural consequence,
heedlessness of the wants and woes of others.
His belly and the world his God. Lo offend
in one point of God’s law makes a_man
guilty of all. Sin, knowingly committed,
nothing less than rebellion against God;
causeless anger and hatred against another,
cquivalent in God’s sight to murder. Equally
subjeets a man to the penalty of hell-fire
(Matt. v. 22; 1 John i, 15). Covetous-
ness a speeies of idolatry (Eph. v. 5; Col.
iii. 5). Earth a place of mercy and for-
bearance. The full punishment of sin re-
served for another state. -
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III. Zophar chides Job’s presump-
tien, and cnlarges on the nnsearchable-
ness of the Almighty (verses 7—9).

¢ Canst thoun by searching find out God™ (or,
“wilt thou find out the search,” or “deep
wisdom” of God ?) Canst thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection (or *wilt thou
find out perfectly,” or  penetrate to the
perfection of the Almighty ?) It is as high
as heaven (margin, © the heights of heaven®);
what canst thou do [in atiaining to it, viz.,
the deep wisdom or perfection of the Al-
mighty]; deeper than lell (Sheol, or
Hades, the invisible spirit-world, supposed
to be in the lower parts of the earth), what
canst thou know? (or how wilt thou under-
stand it?) The measure thereof is longer
than the earth and broader than the sea.”
Poctical deseription of the Divine wisdom
and knowledge, and in general of

The Unseirchableness of God,

God unsearchable to finite creatures—

Y. In His Person. His Nature or Essence
beyond creature ken. As casy for an in-
seet to comprehend man’s nature as for man
to comprehend his Creator’s. The more the
Greeian sage studied the question, what is
God ? the morc he felt himself lost in it.
ITence the altar of Athens with the inserip-
tion: To the Unknown God. In Godis hoth
“1hat which may be known,” and which
may #zof be known (Rom. i. 19). Z%hat He
is, and what He is, may he known ; 2o He
is, and kow far Ile is, 1s beyond a creature’s
capacity to know. God eapable of being
apprehended, but not of being comprehended.
A little ehild may apprekend God ; a seraph
cannot comprehend Him. God is incompre-
hensible in His mode of being as the One
God; still more as the 7%ree in One. To
know ¢%at God is and wlkat He is, necessary
for an intelligent creature’s Aappiness: to
know Z%ow He 1s, wereit possible, could onl
gratify his curiosity. God only known as Hg
is pleased to reveal Himself. ~ Reveals Him-
selt—(1) In His works ; (2) In the human con-
sciousuess ; (3) In His word; (4) Most of all
in His Son Jesus Christ. Christ the image
of the invisible God; He that hath seen
Him hath seen the Father (Col. i. 15; Joln
xiv. 9). The incarnation, life, and death of
Jesus Christ,—the final, full and authentic
exhibition of the Divine character and per-
fections. = Eternal life, to know the onl
true God and Jesus Christ whom He hat
sent (John xvii. 3).

2. His Perfections. God’s Perfections or
At.trlbutes are—(1) Natural or essential, as
His Omniscience and Omnipotence; (2)
Moral, as His justice and goodness. God
unsearchable in both kinds, ~The uniyerse a

theatre for the display of His perfections, A
God cverywhere present, and everywhere
working,—sustaining the vibrations of an
animalenle and ihe revolutions of a planet;
watching over a sparrow, and giving orders
to an archangel; and doing all in infinite
wisdom, and justice, and goodness,—may well
be unsearchable.

3. In His Purposes. The history of the
world and of the universe, as well as of
each individual, the evolution of these pur-
poses (Acts xv. 18 ; ii. 23). His purposes
unsearchable (Rom. xi, 33; Ps. xcil. 5).
¢ Deep in unfathomable mines,” &e.

4. In His Peyformances. God unsearch-
able in His works of creation. Examples:
The eontents of a drop of stagnant water, as
examined with a microscope ; the starry
Leavens, as seen through Lord Rosse’s tele-
scope. Modern astronomy gives a meaning
to the “heights of Leaven” undreamt of in
the days of Zophar. Geology, on the other
haud, reveals displays of Divine power and
wisdom in extinct worlds or creations far
beneath our feet.

5. In His Procedure. God’s dealings in
providence both inregard to angels and men,
the human race and the individuals com-
posing it, unsearchable. Ivil permitted in
His own unmiverse. The incarnation and
death of His own Son an atonement for it.
Man the objeet of that mereiful provision;
sinning angels excluded from 1ts benefit.

Lessons from the unscarchableness of
God :—

1. Modesty and humility in judging of
God’s person or perfections, His works or
His ways.

9. Submission to ITis will, and acquicscence
in His providence.

3. Implicit trust in His wisdom and good-
ness.

4. Reverential, loving, and admiring
adoration. The result of the eontemplation
of God’s works and ways in the apostle
(Rom. xi, 33—36), and 1n the glorified in
heaven (Rev. xv. 3, 4).

IV. Adduces God’s resistless power
and all-seeing ecye as arguments to
move Job to repentance (verse 10—12).

1. His Almighty power (verse 10). «“If
He cut off” (margin, “make a change,” as
He has done in Job and his family; or, “if
He seize ”” as a criminal, as He has done in
Job’s case), and shut up (as in prison; or,
““deliver over,” i.e., to an officer for trial),
or gather together (an assembly or court to
try the criminal)—who can hinder him ?
(margin, “turn him away.”) Awful picture
of a sinner arrested by Divine justice: A
sinner in the hands of an angry God ! Escape
or rescue equally impossible, The only hope
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of safety for a sinner lies in submission. Same
sentiment uttered by Job himself (ch. ix.
4,12, 13). Argument used by God (Ps. L.
22); by Jesus (Matt. v. 25, 26); by the
Apostle (Heb. ii. 3; x. 31).

2. His Omniscience (ver. 12). “For He
E]noweth vain men; He seeth wickedness

SO ;
Another weighty argument for a sinner’s re-
pentance. To elude God’s eye as impossible
as to escape from His hand. “ No darkness
or shadow of death where the workers of
iniquity may hide themselves.” * All things
naked and open to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.”  Further considera-
tious, however, necessary to bring a sinner
to repentance. Telix ““ trembled,” and said
to the preacher: “Go thy way for this time.”
Only the apprehension of the mercy of God
in Christ able to soften and subdue the
sinner’s heart.  As addressed to Job,
these arguments were — (1) Inapplicable;
Job not the sinner Zophar supposcd.
(?) Useless; Job probably more keenly sen-
sible of these truths than Zophar himself.
Arguments, in order to move and benefit,
need to be not only sound and solemn, but
suitable and seasonable.— One important part
of a preacher’s duty to consider the character
and_condition of those whom he addresses.—
Zophar’s application of the foregoing arguments
(verse 12). “Tor vain man would he
wise (or ‘but let a vain, or empty, hollow-
headed man become wise’) though man be
born as the wild ass’s colt,” (or, ““ and let the
wild ass’s colt be born a man”’). The latter
part of the verse, as thus read, an Arab
proverb, “Wild ass,” used by the Arabs as
a term of reproach. Probably the whole
a proverbial maxim of the ancients. Appa-
rently an exhortation rather than a statement.
Contains truth in reference to man in general.

1. Man left to himself, ever since the full,
is “vain.””  Empty of real goodness and
sound spiritual un(iarstanding. “There is
none that understandeth ; there is none that
docth good.” Even the sages of antiquity
“ professing themselves wise became fools”
(Rom. i. 22).

2. Man is now by nature froward and self-
willed “as « wild ass’s colt.”’ Like that
animal, man’s disposition is to be free and
uncontrolled. 'I}ile child, like the man,
-wishes to be its own master. ¢ Our lips are
our own. Who is lord over us?” “Who
is the Lord, that I should serve Him?”
“Let us break their bonds asunder, and
cast away their cords from us.” Frowardness,
self-will, and intractableness, God’s frequent
complaints against Isracl. ““All day long
have I stretched out my hand towards a
disobedient and gainsaying people.” “The
heart of man fully set in them to do evil.”

will He not then consider it?”,

“Madness in men’s hearts while they live.”
The constant tendeney of man’s fallen nature

~to break loose from the restraints of Divine

authority. Apart from grace, man, after
his hardness and impenitent heart, treasures
up x;rath against the day of wrath (Rom.
i, 5). :

3. A4 change of character and disposition
necessary in order to man’s well-being either here
or hereqfter. The vain man must become wise.
The wild ass’s colt—froward, self-willed,
independent—must become a man, thought-
ful, submissive, obedient. I'he second part
of Christ’s call in the Gospel: “Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am
meek and lowly in lieart; and ye shall find
rest to your souls * (Matt. xi. 29).

4. Such a change nothing less than & new
birth. The wild ass’s colt must be “born*
in order to become a man. A new birth
neeessary to froward, self-willed, independent
man, in order to his entering the kingdom of
God, whether on earth or in heaven. The
teaching of Jesus (Johniii. 7). The promise
(Ez. xxxvi. 26). The prayer (Ps. li. 10).
The experience of it (Tit. 1ii. 5). The ex-
hortation, as addressed to Job, was—(1)
Inapplicable. Job neither a fool nor, except
perhaps in his trouble, especially when wor-
ried by his friends, a wild ass’s colt. (2).
Uncharitable,becanseinappropriate. “Charity
thinketh no evil; hopeth all things.” (3).
Rude. No part of wisdom in’a preacher or
monitor to apply harsh terms and ill names,
even indirectly. “ Be courteous.,” Hearers
neither to be flattered on the one hand nor
libelled on the other. (4). Unfeeling. No
consideration made of Job's intense sufferings
and accumulated trials. Zophar pours
vinegar instead of oil on Job’s wounded
spirit. Sympathy in a preacher necessary to .
success. Want of sympathy argues want
of sense.

V. Persuasion to repentance, on the
ground of personal advantage (verse 13,
—20).

Th)e whole passage a noble strain of
moral Oriental poetry. Perhaps quoted from
the auncients by Zophar, from its supposed
applicability to Job’s case. IExhibits the
views prevalent at the period. The teacling
that of the Old Testament or pre-Evangelical
platform.. Holds forth more especiaﬁy the
promise of earthly comfort and prosperity as
the result of repentance and piety. Similar
sentiments expressed by Eliphaz (ch. v. §,
17—26); and by Bildad (ch. viii. 5—7).
Frequent in the Psalms and Proverbs; as
Psalms i., xxxvii, and ¢xxviii.; Prov. iil., iv.,
and viii. In order to personal profit, the

assage to be read in the light of New
estament truth, ZThe lamp of the 7§’ew
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Testament to be carried with us in exploring
the dark chambers of the Old. In the New
Testament, the promises of future good are
mainly connected with the Lord’s second
appearing (Aets iiil. 19—®1; 1 Thess. i. 9,
10; Tit. ii. 11—13). The posture of New
T'estament believers that of ¢ strangers and

ilgrims on the carth;” the object of their
gcsires and affections, the “things that are
above ;” their spirit, contentment with
““sucl things as they have” (Heb. xiii. 5, 14 ;
1 Pet. ii. 11; Col. iii. 1, 2; 2 Tim. vi. 8).
The passage contains—

1. The terms proposed, or the duly recom-
mended (verse 13, 14). 'The condition a true
turning to God.  Three steps indicated—

(). 4 preparation or right disposition of
the heart (verse 13).  ““If thou prepare (or
set right) thinc heart.” Always represented
as the first step in seeking God (1 Sam, vii.
3; 2 Cor. xix. 3; xxx. 19; Eara, vii. 10;
Ps. Ixxviil. 8, 37). Implies—(«) Serious
consideration ; (4) Firmpurpose; (¢) Suitable
frame and disposition ; () Removal of sceret
sin. The heart naturally diassed, and necds
to be made straight : unstable, and needs to
be made steadfust. Sincerity and earnestness
essential in seeking God.

(2). Larnest prayer. “If thou stretch
forth thine hands towards Him.” A common
attifude in Old Testament devotion (Ps.
ixxxvi, 95 exliii. 6; Is. 1. 15). Fxamples:
Moses (Ex. ix. 33) ; Tzra (ix. 5); Solomon
(1 Kings viii. 22). Includes—(«) Confession
of sin; (&) Supplication for mercy.

(3). Amendment of life (verse 14). “«If
iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away,
and let not wickedness dwell in thy taber-
nacles” (or tents,—Arab chiefs required
more than one for their household ;—wicked-
ness—not to be allowed in any of them.
Several copies and ancient versions, however,
read the word in the singular). Sinto be put
away both from our persons and our pre-
mises. Iniquity,”—injustice or wrong-
doing not to remain in our Zand ; “ wicked-
ness,”—any kind of open sin—not to remain
in our kouse. Zaccheeus an example of the first
(Luke xix. 8); David of the second (Ps. eci.
7). A man is greatly responsible for whatis
done in his houschold. Domestic, as well as

ersonal sins, to be looked after and put away.
The commendation of Abraham (Gen. xvill,
19) ; The neglect of Eli (1 Sam. i1.12, 17 ; iii.
11, 14); The resolution of David (Ps. ci. 2,
7). Observe—(1) A striking gradationin the
putting away of sin ;—from the keart, from
the Zand, from the kouse. (2) True religion
begins with the Zears, aud ends with the Zife.
(3) Sin not only to be put away, but * far
away.” Present Impressions not to be trusted.
All occasions and temptations to relapses to
be avoided.

74

Q. The promises anncwed (verse 15—19).
The promises suppose pardon and acceptance
of the penitent, with his consciousness of it.
This promised in the Old as well as in the
New Testament, upon sincere confession and
repentance, with faith in thé Sacrifice (Sece
Ps. xxxit. 1, 5; Prov. xxviii, 13; Is. 1. 17;
lv. 6, 7.) The promises here are—

1. A cheerful confidence before God and
men (verse 15). * Thou shalt lift up thy face
without spot ; yea, thou shalt be steadfast,
and shalt not fear.” Sense of Hardon gives
serenity of aspect. A purged conscience
makes an uplifted countenance. “Without
spot,”~either of guilt or its consequences.
A face unabashed by guilt or shame, un-
sullied by grief or tears. Spots on the con-
‘science transfer themselves o the counte-
nance. Spotsof guilf removed by the sprinkled
blood ; spols of grief by the consciousuess of
it. Conscious guilt makes the countenance
to fall ; sense of pardon and acceptance lifts
it up (Gen. iv. 5, 6; Luke xviii. 13 ; 1 John
iii. 21.) The face sooner and better lifted up
by pardon than by prosperity.

2. Deliverance from present suffering (verse
16). “Thou shalt forget thy misery and
remember it as waters that pass (or, have
passed) away.”’ Inward, if not outward
misery, removed by sense of pardoning
mercy (Ps. xxxii. 1, 5; li. 8—14). Inward
suffering sooner or later the fruit of sin,
The remembrance of previous sorrow swal-
lowed up by present joy. Trouble forgotten
through long continued triumph. Remem-
brance of grief often only an enhancement of
{‘oy. No trace left of the winter-torrent that

as passed away. “Your joy no man taketh
from you.” The desolating flood that has
disappeared only remembered with thankful
joy. So the pardoned soul has still in re-
membrance, “the wormwood and the gall.””

3. Abiding peace and joy (verse 17).
“Thine age shall be clearer than the noonday
(or, “a period, or happy age, shall arise to
thee, brighter than, &c.”); and thou (or it)
shalt shine forth, thou (or it) shalt be as the
morning » (or, “now thou art in darkness,
but then thou shalt be as the morning”’).
Light out of darkness, the experience of a

enitent and pardoned soul (Hos. vi. 3).

he light and joy of acceptance like “the
noonday ** for brightness ; like ““the morning”
for increase. “The path of the just,” the
justified and sanctified in Christ, a light
Increasing in_brightness “ unto the perfect
day > (Prov. iv. 18). The heliever’s joy not
diminished by manifold trials (1 Peter, 1. 6).
Like oil poured on water, comes always to
the surface. At times unspeakable and full
of glory (1 Peter 1. 8).

4. Safely and securify (verse 18, 19).
“Thou shalt be secure, because there is hope ;

<
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yea, thou shalt dig about thee (making
preparation, according to patriarchal custom,
for a new abode ; or, ‘ now thou art ashamed
but then, &e.’), and thou shalt take thy
rest in safety; also, thou shalt lie down (as
a shepherd with his flock), and none shall
make thee afraid.” Hope in God’s mercy
through Christ, the only foundation of real
security.  Divine protection one of the
sweetest of new covenant blessings, Christ’s
sheep safe in His hands and in those of His
Tather (John x. 28, 30). “XKept by the
ower of God through faith unto salvation.”
g’rcservation of the soul an Old as well as
New Testament promise (Ps. exxi. 7).
Oriental tents ang travellers exposed to
danger from robbers, wild beasts, and reptiles ;
believers’ souls cxposed to no less peril (2
Col. ii. 8, 18; 1 Peter v. 8; 2 Cor. xi. 3).

5. Influence among men (verse 19).
“ Many shall make suit to thec.” The
mark of a great, if not a good man, *Many
entreat the favour of the prince’ (Prov.
xix, 6). The same promised to the Church
or Bride of Christ (Ps. xlv. 12). So
Abimelech made suit to Abraham, entreat-
ing his favour and alliance (Gen. xxvi. 26—
29, Pardoned people are praying people;
and praying people are Israels,—princes that
have power both with God and men (Gen.
xxxii. 28). God’s presence with a believer
the ground of truc greatness. He that has
power with God likely to have influence
among men, ““We wi]fgo with you for we
have heard that God is with you (Zech. viii.
23). Believers arc kings and priests fo
God. Their duty so to walk as to gain
respect to their profession. An ill sign
with a professor when nobody seeks the
favour of his prayers. A belicver’s privilege
so to carry Christ about with him that men
shall feel his influence, as those who sought
only to be in Peter’s shadow. The true
character of a pardoned and accepted person

is to have so much of Christ’s loving spirit
as to carry with him a constant beucfaction.
Made sweet and gracious by God’s favour
on them, and 1lis spirit ¢z them, believers
carry with them the unconscions influcnee of
a sweet and gracious atmosphere. A
pardoned man, walking with Christ and
imbibing His spirit, as sure to be perceived
as abag that carries sweet perfume. The
privilege and duty of believers to exhale
so much of Christ’s loving nature as, like
modest and half-hidden violets, to attract
others to them by their fragrance. 'This, as
well as the other promises, realised in Job’s
after experience, but not in the way
imagined by Zophar (eh. xlii. 7—9).

VI. The contrasted case of the nun-
godly (verse 20) Includes—(1) “ Anziety
and disappointment.  ““The eyes of the
wicked shall fail,”—anxiously looking in
vain for the possession of gcod and de-
liverance from evil. A time when it is
too late to knock even at mercy’s door.
“They shall seek me scarly, but they
shall not find me (Prov, i. 28. (2) Per-
plexily and hopelessness. “They shall not
escape.”  (Heb. ““ Refuge has perished from
them”). Calamity, sooner or later, overtakes
the Christless and impenitent, from which
escape is impossible, *“Because I called and
ye refused,—I also will laugh at your
calamity ” (Prov. i. 24—26). “How shall we
escape if we neglect 'so great salvation?”
(Heb. ii. 3; x. 26, 27). (3) Ruin and
despair. * Their hope shall be as the giving
up of the ghost” (margin, “as a pufl of
breath ”). The hope of the impenitent and
Christless proves as vain and unsubstantial
as a puff of breath. Their expectation
terminates with their life. Haying chosen
death rather than life, they obtain their
choice, ‘“All they that hate me love death.”
(Prov. viii. 36.)

CHAPTER XII.

JOB’S REPLY T0 ZOPHAR.

1. Defends himself against the charge
of ignorance implied in Zophar’s speech
(verse 2, 3).

His defence is :—.

1. Ironical (verse 2). “No doubt but ye
are the people; and wisdom shall die with
you;” the wisdom of mankind is collected
m your person, and when you die wisdom
must perish at the same time. Times when
it may be proper to usc the language of
irony and sarcasm. Its proper usc to put
crror and prefension to shame. So Eljah

to the worshippers of Baal: ““Cry aloud for
he is a God;” and Paul to the Corinthians:
“Ye are rich; ye have reigned as kings
without us” (1 Cor. iv. 8). Assumption on
the part of preachers and monitors sure to
render their words powerless and themsclves
ridiculous.

2. Serious (versc 3).  But I have under-
standing as well as you: I am not inferior
to you.” Times when modesty does nob
forbid a man to speak in his own commenda-
tion. Allowable when for our own dcf;gcc,
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or for the interests of truth. Taul com-
pelled by his detractors to this * foolishness
of boasting” (2 Cor. xii. 11). A man’s duty
to know himself; and especially to know
whether he has “understanding ” to “ know
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
He has sent, which is life eternal” (2 Cor.
xiil. 5; 1 John v, 20; John xvii. 3).

3. Contemptuous. * Yca, who knoweth not
such things as these ” (nargin,  with whom
arc not such things as these?”). Conceit
and pretension to be taken down. Zophar’s
vaunted wisdom was after all—(1) Common-
place. His speech mostly such moral and
religions sentiments as were found in every-
body’s mouth. (2) Borrowed ; second-hand
maxims handed down from the fathers.
Preacliers to be careful—(1) Not to deal in
mere commonplace sentiments, or to ring
changes on a few universally admitted truths.
Hearers to be taught something which they
do not already know. The instructed scribe
to “bring out of his treasure things new and
old.” Necessary to present new truths, or
old ones in a new, clearer, or more impres-
sive light. (2) Not to parade before others
what is not really their own, without acknow-
ledging it. False prophets reproved for
stealing God’s words, “every one from his
neighbour,” and passing them off as if de-
Jivered to themselves (Jer. xxiii. 30).

II. Complains of his being treated
with scorn in consequence of affliction
(verse 4).

“I am as one (or, ‘I am one who is’)
mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon
God and he heareth him (or, ¢that he may
answer him ;> or, “and let him answer him;’
possibly the taunt of his enemies, as Ps. xxil.
8; Matthew xxvii. 43) ; the just upright man
is Jaughed to scorn.” This treatment, accord-
ing to the ordinary way of the world (ver. 5).
“He that is ready to slip with his fect is a
lamp despised (or a torch thrown away as
useless) in the thought of him that is at
ease” (or, “‘ contempt adheres to calamity in
the mind of the prosperous and secure, ready
for those who slip with their feet”—who are
tottering, or already fallen into adversity and
trouble). Probably one of proverbial maxims
referred to in verse 4, quoted by Job on Ais
side of the question, and as descriptive of his
own case. |

1. He was mocked. No small aggrava-
tion of his affliction (ch. xvi. 10, 20; xvii.
2, 6; xxi. 3; xxx.1,9, 10). The experience
of David (Ps. xxii. 7; xxxv. 16; Ixix. 11,
12 ; and of David’s Lord (Matt. xxvi. 67,
68 ; xxvii. 27—31; Luke, xxuil, 35), Mockery
worse to bear than open violence. The
bitterness of this treatment enhanced by the
prc%réous experience of honour and respect

(ch. xxix. 7—25). Belicversnot to be stag-
gered at ““ eruel mockings,” either from the
world or nominal professors. ~ Such moekery
the expression of imward contempt,—*in the
thought of him,” &ec. Zhe followers of a
despised Christ to expect no better treatment
than their Master (Ls. liii. 3 ; John xiii. 16).

2. Was mocked iz consequence of his
affliction (verse 5). An aggravation of the
trealment. ~ Affliction painful enough in
itself, and demanding sympathy. Hard to
endure, and cruel to inflict, mockery and
contempt on account of it. This experience
of Job also that of David, and of the great
Antitype of both. Christ was mocked by
men when bruised by God.

3. Job thus mocked notwithstanding his
uprightness and piety. (1.) His uprightness,—
““the just upright man.” The testimony
already given him by God (ch. i. 83 ii. 3).
(2.) His picty. Manifested in his prayer-
fulness,—‘“who calleth upon God,” &e. Ex-
emplified in his eonduet in reference to his
children (ch. i. 5). His practice still in his
affliction (ch. xvi. 20). Made at last an
intercessor for his friends (ch. xii. 8,10). 4
man of piely necessarily a man of prayer,
Affliction draws a good man nearer to God,
sends a bad one farther from Him. Terrible
aggravation of the sin when the mocked
suffcrer is an upright child of God. The
tremendous guilt of the Jews in relation to
Jesus. Job’s prayers ordinarily heard and
answered, though apparently not se now. So
with Jesus in his last suffering (Ps. xxii.
2 ; Luke xxii, 42, compared with John xi.
49). Prayer, offered believingly in the name
of Christ, leard and answered, though in
God’s own time and way. God’s answer to
believers’ prayers his testimony to the
acceptance of their persons.

4. Job was mocked by those who were at
ease themselves (verse 5). Another aggra-
vation of the sin as well as of the suffering
occasioned by it. To be ‘‘at ease,” a
common description of the ungodly. Too
often applicable even to the professors of
religion (Amos vi. 1). Job’s complaint that
of Christ’s suffering ehurch (Ps. exxiii. 3. 4).
Suffering in ourselves the parent of sympathy
Jor others.

III. Re-asserts the prosperity of
the nngodly (verse 6).

“The tabernacles of robbers prosper ; yea,
they that provoke God are secure; into
whose hand God bringeth abundantly’’ (or,
“to whom God bringeth with his hand,” or,
“to him who carrieth God in his hand**).
Repeats more fully what lLe had asserted
(ch. ix. 24). Perhaps quotes another maxim
of the ancients. Observe—

1. The ckaracters spoken of. (1) * Rob-
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bers.” Referenee to the ungodly who put
might for right. The earth, previous to the
flood, filled with violenee by sueh. The
giants in those days, mighty men of renown
(Gen. vi. 1). The flood the consequenee of
their violence and its prosperity. A similar
state of things not long after that event.
Nimrod, ““a mighty hunter before the Lord.”
Hence the war of the kings (Gen. xiv). The
Sabeans and Chaldeans (ch. 15—17) other
specimens of these “robbers.” Lust for
property, power and pleasure, the natural
tendency of fallen men. Hence wars and
fightings (Jam. iv. 1, 2). Tyrants, despots,
and great eonquerors, often only robbers on
alarge scale. Unlawful gains, oppression of
the poor, and mereantile dishonesty, other
forms of “robbery” (Jer. xxii. 13; Heb. ii.
12). (2) They *provoke God to anger.’
The effect of all ungodliness. God angry
with the wieked every day.  The wrath of
God revealed from heaven against all ungod-
liness and righteousness of men (Rom. i.18).
God’s anger especially provoked by cruelly
and wrong. The whole life of the ungodl
a contimued provoeation of God. - Wealth
treasured up against the day of wrath (Rom.
ii. 5). Patience no proof of the want of pro-
vocations.

2. What is asserted of them. They
“prosper.” The prosperity of the ungodly
more fully enlarged upon (ch. xxi. 7—13).
The stumbling-block of Asaph (Ps. Ixxiii. 2,
12); the perplexity of Jeremiah (Jer. xii. 1).
(1) Their dwellings are in outward peace and
prosperity.  Their ‘“tabernacles ** prosper.
A cluster of tents required to form an Oriental
chieftain’s household.  The fumilies of the
ungodly appear to prosper (ch. xxi. 8, 9, 11).
Full of children, and leaving the rest of their
substance to their babes (Ps. xvii. 14). Their
homes appear likely to stand for many gene-
rations. ﬁrl)leir lands ealled by their own names
(Ps. xlix. 11).—(2) They ewjoy abundance
of earthly comforts. Their abundance brought
to them in the providence of God, though
idolatrously ascribed to their own hand
(Deut. viii, 17; Heb. i. 11). Observe—
(i.) Good fortune no proof of Divine favour.
Dives had his good things in this life, Lazarus
his evil things. (ii.) Larthly goods as well
as trials at the Divine disposul. These
often mysteriously,always wisely, distributed.
As eompared with spiritual Olessings, rather
the husks that the swine eat, or the bones
thrown to the dogs.  Ordinarily given as
ineitements to repentance, gratitude, and
love.  When lusied after, often given in
judgment raiher than in mercy. The desire
grauted, while leanness is sent into the soul
(Ps. evi. 15).

IV. An Appeal to the irrational
creation (verse 7—10).

“Ask now the beasts, and they shall
teach thee, &e. Who knoweth not in all
these (or, € which among all these knoweth
not ’) that the hand of the Lord hath wrought
this?”’ (that God—here alone in the dialogues
spoken of as “the Lord ”—is both Creator
and Governor of all things). Perhaps a third
proverbial maxim quoted by Job.—Observe:

L. Al animate and inanimate nature man’s
teachers.

The Book of Nature.

Its lessons manifold both as to faith and
praetice. Job, in the end, referred to its
teachings by God himself. Heaven and earth
an I(-)Ipen Bible, speaking both from God and
of Him. The noecturnal sky a wide unfolded
seroll, with every star a character. David’s
delight to spellin it the glory and perfections
of God (Ps. xix. 1, 2). Kvery rising sun
proclaims anew His goodness and faithfulness
(Sam. iii. 23). Solomon sent his readers to
the ants for a lesson of industry. Jesus
direcets His disciples to the birds and the
flowers to learn implicit confidence in the
care of their heavenly Father. The book of
nature distinetly enough written, and the
voiees of creation sufficientlyaudible and elear.
But sin has dimmed our spiritual vision,
dulled our hearing, and made us slow to
learn either about God or ourselves.

2. The existence of an all-pervading, all-sus-
taining, and all-controlling

Providence

Insisted on by Zophar as if Job had been
ignorant of it. Declared by the dust on a
butterfly’s wing as well as by the lustre of
the Dogstar. Proelaimed by the motion of
an inseet as it dances in the sun-beams, as
well as by the rising and setting of sun, moon,
and planets. The hand that upholds the
sun in the heavens guides the sparrow in its
full to the ground. “Not a fly but has
had infinite wisdom coneerned, not only in its
structure, but in its destination.” [Young]
Nature's works designed tolead upto nature’s
God.—“In his hand is the soul of ever

living thing, and the breath (or spirit) of a

mankind ” (verse 10). All life in and from
God. First ereated, and then supported
and preserved by Him. “In Him we live,”
&e.,—not only oy Him but ¢z Him. The life
of men, animals and plants, no longer eon-
tinued than He pleases. The laws of exist-
ence established by Him, and still under His
control. The spirit or thinking part of man
as well as the soul or feelin(gi (})art of animals,
equally proceeding from and dependent upon
Him, ~ The highest creature no more able to
prolong his existence a moment beyon(; 7Hxs
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will.than to create a universe. The power
of a wan to {4ink, as well as the seuse to
feel, and the museles to act, alike from Him.
A glance of His eye able to reduce creation

to its original nothingness. All events
under His control. Moral evil permitted,
penal evil inflicted by Him. The twin

truths of creation and providence everywhere
taught by external naturc. The truth that
nature fails to teach, that which man most
needs to learn. For man to learn the way
of pardon and reconciliation with God, the
volume of nature required to be supple-
meunted by that of revclation.

V. The right and duty of exercising
private jundgment (verse 11).

“Doth not the ear try words, and the
mouth taste his meat?” (or, “as the
mouth tastes its food”). The office of the
ear to try or judge of the statements
submitted to it. The ear put for the
judgment or reason which acts through it.
Moral and religious truths at that time
conveyed through the ear rather than the
eye. Books or writings rarely, if ever, found
among the people.—AMen’s duty to examine
and judge of what they kear. Applicable to
the quotations already, or yet to be, made
from the ancients by Job and his friends, as
well as to the sentiments uttered by them-
sclves. Job bespeaks candour and attention
to his specches, and resolves to judge for
himself as to what is advanced by his friends,
Observe, in reference to

Private judgment,

1. Man possesses a fuculty by whick to
Judge of moral and religious statements.
Such a faculty distinguishes man from the
brutes, and allies him to angels. The facult;
of reason or judgment originally given an
still continue(i to men, though weakened and
depraved by sin.  Appealed to by God in
His messages to men (Isaiah v. 8); by
Christ (Luke xii, 57); by His apostles (1
Cor. x.15; xi. 13—14). Liesat the founda-
tion of all efforts to instruct, enlighten, and
persuade others in reference to religious
subjects. Implies the possession and the
appreliension of a standard of right and
wrong. Its highest office to judge of moral
and religious statements by that standard.
A standard of moral judgment implanted in
man’s nature at his creation, but now much
effaced. Rencewed in the moral law and in
the Scriptures in general. The object of the
Bible and of the Holy Spirit to exhibit that
standard, and to lead men to judge, conclude,
and aet according to it.

2. Maw’s duty to exercise that facully in
regard to all statements o3 moral and reli-

gious subjects.  Appeal to the law and the
testimony in reference to what man teaches,
enjoined by God Himself (Is. viii. 20). Men
commanded to cease to hear the instrnction
that causeth to crr from the words of know-
ledge (Prov. xix. 27). -The apostolic injunc-
tion—"‘Prove all things, hold fast that which
isgood.” “Believe not every spirit, but try
the spirits, whether they be of God ”’ (1 Thes.
v. 21; 1 Johm iv. 1). The part of the
‘“simple” to “believe every word.” The
Berzans commended for searching the Serip-
tures daily to see whether the things spoken
hy the apostles were according to them (Acts
xvii. 11). Superstition and priesteraft den
to men the right of private judgment, an
forbid the ear to do its office. To believe
only because the Church or our forefathers
have done so, is for the ear no longerto ““try
words.” Man responsible to God for the
right exercise of the judgment He has given
him. When God speaks, the office of the
judgment is to discover that He has done so,
to ascertain w4af He has spoken, and then, un-
questioningly, to accept it. God’s announce-
ments often above reason, never contrary to
it. The judgment to be exercised on moral
and religious subjects with—(1) Seriousness
and attention; (2) Candour and patience ;
(3) Modesty and humility ; (4) Impartiality
and absence of prejudice; (5) Prayer for
Divine enlightenment.

3. Human authority on religious subjects to be
respected, but not regarded as paramount
(verses 12, 13). “With the ancient is
wisdom, and in length of days is under-
standing. With Him (i.e. God) is wisdom
and strength, he hath counsel and under-
standing,”’—wisdom in both its forms, specu-
lative and practical; or, wisdom to direct
and strength to accomplish. The latter
verse probably the commencement of another
quotation. Job’s object init—(1) To vindi-
cate his knowledge of God as not inferior to
that of his friends ; (2% To show that the
wisdom of God infinitely surpasses that of
the wisest of men. THuman wisdom ac-
quired by study, observation and experience,
—by the long-coutinued exercise of the
judgment referred to in verse 11. By
reason of use men have their senses ex-
ercised to discern good and evil, and so
become men of full age in understanding,
instead of children (Heb, v. 13, 14; 1 Cor.
xiv. 20). That wisdom always imperfect
aud fallible. God the only infallible teacher.
Wisdom, ¢z men, as something communica-
ted; with God, as something eternally and
essentially abiding. In man as a stream,
limited and uncertain; with God, as a
percunial fountain. An appeal, therefore,
to be made from man’s teaching to God’s,
Divine teaching to be implicitly submitted
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to and confided in, as that of infinite
wisdom.

YI. Spirited description of God’s
providence in the world (verse 14—25.
Probably a quotation of ancient poetry, or
the production of the poet put into Job’s
mouth. Properly commences with verse 13.
A magnificent ode or hymn on the Divine
erfections and procedure in the world.
The similarity in language and sentiment to
parts of 107th Psalm remarkable. Celebrates
especially the various

Acts of Divine Providence,

Exhibits its operations on a grand and ex-
tensive scale. Represents God as ruling
over nations as well as individuals. His
Providence viewed more in its solemn and
judicial aspeets.

1 In acls of destruction (verse 14).
“He breaketh down, and (or ‘so
that’) it cannot be built again.” The
part of the Divine Ruler is to pull down as
well as to build up—to kill as well as to make
alive (Is. xlv. 7 ; Am. iii. 6 ; Deut. xxxii. 39).
Breaks down houses, cities, individuals,
families, nations—the earth itself. Seen in
the Flood, the Cities of the Plain, perhaps
tbe Tower of Bahel. Breaks down cities,
buildings, &c., by earthquakes, inundations,
voleanoes, lightnings, tempests, &c; nations
and kingdoms by invasions, wars, civil dis-
cord, foolish counsels, &c; individuals by
diseases and misfortunes. Breaks down in
various ways human schemes and enter-

rises (Gen. xi. 3—8; 2 Chr. xx, 36, 37).
%efcrence to one form of destruction in
verse 15. ¢ He withholdeth the waters and
they dry up ; also he sendeth them out and
they overturn the earth.” Exemplified in
the Deluge. The windows of heaven then
opened, and the fountains of the great deep
broken up (Gen. vil. 11). Inundations
frequent in Arabia and Egypt.

Q. In laying resiraints on individuals.
“ He shuttcth up a man (Heb. ‘over a man’)
and there is no opening.”” Reference to
underground prisons (Jer. xxxvii. 38).
Godin His providence shuts up individuals
as prisoners—by affliction and misfortune
(Job himself an example); by delivering them
up into the hand of enemies; by bringin,
them into difficulties and straits; by inwar
darkness and distress ; by insanity, as in the
case of Nebuchadnezzar. When God shuts
up, none but Himself can open (Is. xxii. 22).

3. In overrulivg both men’s misery and
mischief (verse 16). “The deeeived and
the: deceiver are Mis.” The deceiver can
only acf, and the deceived sxfer, by Ilis
permission. The deceiver His, to vestrain

his deception and employ it for His own
wise purposes. The deccived His, to deliver
him from the deception, or to correct or
punish him by it. The deceiver God’s in-
strument in trying the good and punishing
the bad. Satan the deceiver of tle nations
(Rev. xx. 3). Lying spirits in the mouth
of false prophets, God’s instruments in
punishing Ahab and his people (1 Kings
xxii, 20). False Christs and false prophets
to deceive many, but not the elect (Matt.
xxiv. 11—24). Antichrist’s advent to be
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness
in those that reccive not the love of the
truth (2 Thess. ii. 11).

4, In punislzir{zy nations and their rulers
(verse 17). “He leadeth councillors away
spoiled (stripped as captives taken in war,
or deprived of their dignity, or as persons
bereft of judgment), and maketh the judges
fools;” (—so infatuates them, that they shall
give wrong jud%ment, and so bring the
nation into trouble). So God threatened to
take away from Judah the judge, and the
prudent, and the councillor, and to, give
children to be their princes, and to cause
babes to rule over them (Is. iii. 2—4). No
greater woe to a land than when God in
judgment gives it up to unwise rulers and
statesmen (Ece. x. 16).—Verse 18. “He
looseth the bond of kings (dissolves their
authority, as in the case of Rehoboam and
the Ten Tribes), and girdeth their loins with
a girdle” §perhaps a cord or rope, as
indicative of servitude). No uncommon
thing for despotic rulers to be dethroned by
their oppressed and discontented subjects,
and instead of the insignia of royalty to
have to wear the habit of a prisoner or an
exile (Jer. lii. 8—11, 31—33). Numerous
examples in Europe within the last century.
— (Verse 24, 25). ““He taketh away the
heart (or understanding) of the chief of the
people of the earth (or the land), and
causeth them to wander in a wilderness
where there is no way, &c.” Easy with
God in judgment on themselves or the
nation, to leave rulers and statesmen in such
perplexity asnot to know what to do, and to
abandon them to foolish and ruinous eounsels.
So Rehoboam adopted the unwise counsel
given him by his youthful advisers. The
result of such judicial infatuation seen in
foolish and hurtful wars, in the adoption of
unwise public measures, in the enactment
of intolerant, partial, and unjust laws, and
in a short-sighted rcactionary policy after
one of enlighiéned progress.

5. In humbling the brave, the gifted, and
the great (verse 19).  ““He leadeth princes
(or priests—probably civil rulers, vieeroys,
or ministers of state) away spoiled, and
overthroweth the mighty ”’ (warriors mi7%hty
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in battle). No king saved by the multitude
of a host. The battle is the Lord’s, who
gives the victory to whom He will. Threat-
ened to take from Judah the mighty man
and the man of war. At times turned the
edge of Israel’s sword, so that they could
not stand in the battle (Ps. lxxxix. 43).
Armies and their generals often overthrown
when calculating on certain victory. God
sometimes overtlglrows the mighty by allowing
them to overthrow themselves through foolish
and ambitious counsels. (Verse 20.)—“He
removeth away the speech of the trusty (the
eloquence of the patriotic orator), and
taketh away the understanding of the aged”
(the prudence and wisdom of the experienced
senator). So God threatened to take away
from Judah “the eloguent orvator, the
ancient and the honourable man” (Is. iii.
2, 3). May remove such by disease or
death without supplying their places,
by withholding the desire to serve their
country with their gifts, or by withdrawing
the gifts themselves. Persuasive elo-
quence and penetrating judgment not in
men’s own keeping. ‘The influence of
wise and confidential advisers sometimes
destroyed to serve God’s own purposes
(2 Sam. xv. 31; =xvii. 14, 23).—Verse 21.
“He poureth contempt upon princes, and
weakeneth the strength of the mighty.”
Numerous examples furnished by France
and other European countries during the
last hundred years.

6. In disclosing hidden wickedness (verse
92). “He discovereth deep things out of
darkness, and bringeth out to light the
shadow of death.” (1) Wicked and deep-
laid schemes. Examples: the diabolical
contrivance of ITaman for the destruction of
the Jews (Book of Esther); the Gunpowder
Plot for the overthrow of the Protestant
religion in England. (2) Secret crimes long
hidden from men. Examples: Joseph’s
brethren, Achan, David. The verse in this
sense quoted by the Apostle, 1 Cor. iv. 5.

7. In the increase and decay of nations
(verse 23). “ He increaseth the nations and
destroyeth them ; He enlargeth the nations
and straiteneth them again.” A nation
sometimes made to rise within a short time
to great power and influence. Examples:
Rome; Israel under David and Solomon ;
and in more modern times, England,
America, and Prussia. Examples of the
decay of nations: Israel, after the death of
Solomon; Rome, after the prevalence of
luxury, pride and cruelty; Spain, after its
persecution of the truth and exclusion of an
open Bible. Changes in the condition of
nations perhaps as early as the times of Job
(Gen. xiv.). Egypt, a powerful monarchy
at a very early period, ultimately for its
idolatry, “the basest of kingdoms.” The seven
nations of Canaan extirpated for their
wickedness and lust. Only a short period
occupied by the rise and fall of each of the
first three universal empires,

CHAPTER XIIL
JOB’S REPLY 70 ZOPHAR—CONTINUED.

I. Job re-asserts his knowledge of
the Bivine procedure as not inferior to
that of his friends (verse 1, 2).

¢ Lo, mine eye,” &c. Right in certain cir-
cumstances to maintain one’s own knowledge,
but without vain glory (2 Cor. xi. 6; Eph.
iii. 4). Three things suggested in the words
of Job as necessary to the

Acquisition of knowledge.

1. Observation. ““Mine eye hath seen
all this.” Tmportant to make a right use of
one’s eycs. God’s works both of creation
and providenee to be earcfully observed. To
observe God’s works and ways is both a part
of wisdom and the means of increasing it
(Ps. cvii. 43). A mark of the ungodly and a
causc of their destruetion, not to regard the
works of the Lord nor the operation of His
hand (Ps. xxviii. 5; Is. v. 12). Often the
best knowlege that which is obtained by
careful personal observation. “Come and
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see,” a common phrase in the Jewish
sehools, and frequently repeated in the New
Testament (John i.; Rev. vi). Better to
see for ourselves than to hear from others.
The eyes, as well as the ears, are the pur-
veyors for the mind.

2. Atlention to the instruction of otkers.
¢ Mine ear hath heard.” Moraland religious
instruction at that time mostly oral. Con-
sisted mainly in the recitation of proverbial
maxims or truths delivered in short sentences.
Sueh frequently quoted by Job and his
friends.  Reference made here to such.
Fach individual’s own personal observation
necessarily limited. The testimony of others
required to supplement our own observation.
The privilege and duty of one to avail him-
self of the testimony and conclusions of
another. Since the invention of printing,
the extension of education, the employment
of steam, and the removal of the taxes on
knowledge,—the testimony andinstruction of
others now addressed nearly as much to the
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eye as lo the ear. Reading now greatly
takes the place of hearing, as the means of
obtaining knowledge.

3. Reflection. ““1lath understood (or
considered) it.” Reflection an appropriating
and assimilating process. Turns to account
what is observed, read, or heard. Reading
and hearing are with a view to reflection, as
food is taken into the mouth only with a
view to its being digested in the stomach.
Food only serves the purpose of nutrition
when properly masticated and digested. The
eye and the ear eolleet the materials for the
mind to work upon. Reading, as Bacon says,
makes a full man; but reflection makes an
intelligent, a growing, and a sure man. The
want of consideration the characteristic of
the way-side hearers. The reason of the
Word of God, when heard, not entering the
heart, and so of its being caught away by the
enemy (Matt. xiii. 19).

II. His desire and resolntion to
address himself to God (verse 3).

“ Surely, (or ¢ however’) I would (or will)
speak to the Almighty; and I desire to
rcason (or debate the case) with God.”
Ohserve— )

L. Great comfort to « believer in being able
to lake his case to God. Many things may
be poured into God’s car which may not be
uttered toman’s. Our comfort that in every
controversy an apreal may bhe made from
man to God. The heart in trouble cased by
pouring itself out to our Father in heaven.
The best way to dispose of diffieulties and

erplexities 1s to take them at once to God.
%etter to take our casc to God than to man,
as—(1) He is better acquainted with it, and
can make no mistake about it ; (2) Will give
a morc just deeision, being neither in-
fluenced ﬂ)y passion nor prejué’icc 5 (3) Wil
shew more tenderncss and sympathy in
dealing with it.

2. God’s great condescension in allowing @
creature to reason with Ilim, His desire thap
we should do so (Is.1.18 ; xli. 21 ; xliii. 26).
Our privilege to plead with Him, not to
justify ourselves as righteous, but to be justified
by Mim as sinners. In the Gospel, God per-
mits us to plead with Him for justification
and acceptance on the ground of a better
righteousness than our own. Iis invitation
(Is. i. I8); David’s resolution (Is. Ixxi. 16);
Paul’s triumph (Rom. viii. 33, 34).

II1. Vehement retort from his friends
(verse 4).

“But ye are forgers of lies (or,*slitehers
up of fa]};ehood,’ ‘disappointing surgeons,’
or ‘framers of false arguments,’), ye arc
all physicians of no value” (or, ‘ot nothing-
ness,” or ‘idol plysicians,” as Zeech, xi.

17). They had come professedly to bind up
their friend’s wounds, and heal his discased
mind. In doing thisthey had only employed
false and futile arguments. Had applied
useless remedies, and misapplied good ones.
Had set out on the false principle that great
sufferings prove great sins, and that temporal
prosperity must always accompany true
plety. Had therefore concluded that Job
must be both a transgressor and a hypocrite.
Had consequently employed arguments to
bring him to humiliation, repentance, and
prayer. Among other arguments, had held
out to him the promise of deliverance from
trouble and restoration to prosperity.
Observe—

1. Muck wisdom required in ministering
to @ mind diseased. Care to be taken to
employ only solid considerations and sound
arguments. Only truth will satisfy and
leal a troubled spirit. Preachers to beware
of “daubing Wit]rl untempered mortar.”’

2. Seripture truth, rightly applied, the only
medicine for sin-sick souls. Scripture written
that through patience and comfort from it
we might have hope (Rom. xv. 4). Paul’s
direction to Christian mourners: *Comfort
one another with these words,”—the truths
he had just stated (1 Thess. iv. 18).

3. The honour and corresponding responsi-
bility of being made a plysician of souls.
Requires—(1) Study and knowledge of
cases ; (2) Knowledge of the requisite
remedies; (3) Skill in applying them;
(4) Sympathy with the sufferer. Christ
the Great Physician of souls, and an
example to all others. The hest thing the
preacher can do is to direet the Christian
mourner and the sin-sick soul to Him
(1 Cor. ii. 2).

VI. Keen remonstrance and reproof
(verses 5—13). $

Y. Begs his friends only to refrain from
speaking altogether (verse 5). O that ye
would altogether liold your peace! and it
should be your wisdom.”—Verse13. “Hold
your peace, and let me alone.” Applica-
tion of the maxim in Prov. xvii. 28. Silence
may not only give the appearance of wisdom,
but is often wisdom itself. The part of a
wise man either not to speak, or to speak to
the purpose. Our speech to be ¢ with grace,
scasoned with salt.”

Q. Bespeaks their attenlion to his reasoning
and reproof (verse 6). ‘“Hear now my
reasoning, and learken to the pleadings
of my lips.” A duty owed to a brother
both to prove and reprove—to prove error
and reprove sin in lhim (Lev. xix. 17;
Prov. ix. 8).

3. Shews their sin in acting as they had
done.  Their sln—Q1) In dissembling and
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using fulse arguments, while prefeading to
defend GQod and Iis procedure (verse 7).
“Will ye spcak wickedly for God? and
talk deeeitfully for him ”—(speaking dif-
ferently from what their conseiences belicved,
in order to please God and uplold his eausc).
To make God aprcar just in afficting Job,
they, contrary to their convictions, wished to
make him out a guilty transgressor. Observe
—(1.) God needs no fulse doctrine or unsound
reasoning to defend Iim or His doings.—(ii.)
God’s cause needs no sinful compromises or
questionable measures to uphold it. Neither
the wrath nor the wrong-doing of man
“ worketh the rightcousness of God.”—(2)
In giving partial judgment for God, and
presuming to make themselves Iis patrons, us
if he needed either their fuvour or defence
(verse 8). “Will ye accept his person?
will ye contend for God ?” Good men to be
God’s witnesses, but not IIis patrons or
advocates. A sin in Hissight to judge, not
according to the merits of the case, but the
quality of the parties. Partiality in reference
to .men an injustice, in reference to God an
insult. God’s cause to he defended not with
favour and partiality, but with truth and
justice. TFavour and acceptance of persons
in judgment so obnoxious to God that He
accounts it a sin, even when in reference
to Himself. Only a blind, false, and super-
stitious regard to religion defends it
with anything but truth and honesty.—
3. In condemning what they seeretly be-
lieved. to be right, or maintaining with their
lips what they did not believe in their hearts
(verse 9). “Is it good (or will it be far
your advantage) that he search you out
(examine and expose your secret motives ?)
Or as one man mocketh another, do ye so
so mock him ? He will surcly reprove you,
if you do secretly accept persons. Shall not
His excelleney make you afraid (of actin

thus hypocritically), and His dread fall
upon you ?’ (or, ‘is it not His majesty
that makes you afraid [of speaking according
to your convictions] and does not the drea

of him overwhelm you?’ [so as fo act hypo-
critically in the matter]. Their condemnation
of Job not from conviction of his gnilt but
from fear of God’s displeasure, and the
desire to appear on His side. Observe—(i.)
Al dissimulation hateful to the God of truth.
Believers so to act as willing to bear the
scrutiny of Him whose eyes are as a flame of
fire. (i) Pearful mockery of God to cloak
our want of charity to man with a prefended
zeal for God. (iil.) Necessary in maintaining
the cause of religion, to examine our motires
and the means we employ in doing so. A good
cause may be defended from evil motives, and
a bad cause may be upheld under the appear-
nuce2of picty, A sin fo act from slavish
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fear of the Almighty, rather than from
conviction and a regard to truth.

4. Declares the worthlessness of his friends’
authorities and maxims with reference lo the
case in hand (verse 12).  ““Your remem-
brances are like ashes (or, °your memorial
sayings are proverbs of ashes,’—worthless,
axd easily scattered by the wind) ; your bodies
to bodies of clay” (or, “your towers,
or defeunces,”— i.e,, your arguments and
maxims—are “towers of mud,”’—as opposed
to those of stone, without strength or solidity,
and easily thrown down). Probably a pro-
verbial pﬁrase for weak and worthless argu-
ments.  The reference to the quotations
from the ancients in his friends’ specehes,
These called * remembrances,” or ““ memorial
sayings,” as intended to be carried in the
memory, aud so kept ready for use. DParti-
cularly numerous among the Arabs, and
taking the place of laws. Abundant in the
speeches of Job ard his friends, especially of
the latter. Great part of Oriental wisdom
aud learning consisted in the knowledge and
ready recitation of these traditional maxims.
Their value to be deeided on their respeetive
merits. - Not to be regarded as in themselves
inspired productions. Probably neither their
authors mnor reciters inspired men. As
much wisdom required in the application as
in the composition of them. ¢« A parable in
the mouth of fools” proverbially worthless
and injurious (Prov. xxvi. 7, 9). In the casc
of Job’s friends the fault chiefly in the appli-
cation. The maxims themselves generally
good, according to the views prevalent at the
period. Care to be taken by preachers and
others—(1) Z%at quotations, especially those
from Seripture, are correctly applied; (2)
That the argquments they employ are solid oncs
—not “ defeuces of mud.”

V. His Resolution to plead his canse
with God at whatever risk (verse 13).

“Let me alone, that I (or 1 myself) may
speak (viz.to God), and let come onme what
will.” (Verse 14).—*Wherefore do I (or,
‘ come what may,’—repeated from previons
verse,—* I will) take my flesh in my teeth, and
Eut my life in mine hand” A prover-
ial expression for ‘expose myself,” wviz.,
to the threatened peril of suffering for pre-
sumption in pleading his cause with God.
The attempt considered by his friends as
most daring and perilous. Fuith and o
good conscience  are courageous, cren in
reference to God Himself (1 Johm, iii. 21).
The righteous are bold as a lion (Prov. xxviii.
). “Virtue is bold, and goodness never
fearful.”” Job’s casc with God that of
Esther with the king: “I will go, and if I
perish I perish”’ (Esth. iv. 16). Abraham’s
case in pleading for Sodom: I have taken



HHOMILETIC COMMENTARY : JOB.

CHAP. XIT,

upon me to speak unto the Lord, who am
but dust and ashes (Gen. xviii. 27.
Necessity and love make men courageous.
—Verse 15, “Though ke slay me, yet will T
trust in Him (or, ¢ behold, he will slay me,” or
¢ let ILim slay me, I will not expeet’ [anything
else]—the Hebrew words for © not’ and
‘in him,” the same in sound); but I will
maintain (or,  only I will prove and argue’)
my ways before Him.”  The antithesis
between the third and the first and second
clauses, rather than between the sccond and
the first. Observe—

1. The boldness of Job’s faith and con-
scious inteqrity here rises to ils highest pitch.
Though with only death before him as the
result, he will still maintain his integrity,
even at the tribunal of the Almighty.
THE HEAT AND TURNING POINT OF THE

- CONFLICT “BETWEEN GoD AND SATAN IN

THESE WORDS. Satan’s charge,—Job will
?ive up all, even his religion, to save his
ife. Thus it will be shown that God
has not a sincere disinterested servant
in the world; that all feligion is mere
sclfishness and time-serving policy. God
will thus be stripped of His honour in
the universe. ¥or Job to have given up
his integrity and acknowledged he was
not the man he had appeared, would
have given the vietory into Satan’s hand.
Job would have been condemned out of his
own mouth. Fear would have made him
a liar, and to save his life he would have
thrown away his religion. This the aim of
Satan, and the tendeney of all the arguments
of his friends, cunningly suggested by him-
self, JoB PREFERsS TO DIE, and Satan is
defeated. Glorious triumph of faith and
a good eonseience! Muny a believer, like
Job, the batllefield letween God and Satan.
As he maintains faith and a good con-
seience, God is honoured and Satan put to
shame.

2. Job persuaded that though his daring
might end in death, it would ulﬂmateliy prove
his deliverance (verse 16). “He also (or,
‘even this’) shall be my salvation; for an
hypoerite [as Job’s friends charged him with
being] shall not come before him.” The
fact of his appealing to God in the face of
such peril, a proof of his innocence. *The
foolisﬁ shall not stand in His presence”
(Ps. v. 5). The righteous Judge would
acquit him of the charges of his friends, and
of any sin as the cause of his suffering.
Even should death ensue, a deliverance
awaited him beyond death. IIis inno-
cence would be vindicated, which with
bhim was salvation. The day would come
when this would be dons before an assem-
bled universe (ch. xix. 25). Z%e belierer’s case
wlways safe in God’s hands (2 Tim, i. 10.),

6—2

YI. Job requests his friends’ attention
to his pleading, and predicts his suceess
(verse 17). .

“Hear diligently my specel, and my
declaration [in reference to my Innocence]
with your ears. Behold now, I have ordered
my cause (—have already set in order my
pleading as a general draws up his forces
for battle) ; Tknow that I shall Ee justified
(—shall gain the eause and be pronounced
righteous by my Judge). Job actually justi-
fied by God as he expected, though not till
he had humbled himself and repented in
dust and ashes (ch. xlii. 6). Observe—(1)
The boldness and assurance of a good con-
science before a righleous tribunal.—(2)
Job’s language that of Christ kimself, and of’
the believer trusting as a sinner in Chrisl’s
merits (Is. 1. 7—9; Rom. viii. 32—34).
Job, in the eircumstances, rightly trusted fo
his innocence and integrity as the ground
of his justification by God. Men, as siuners,
have not to plead their own rightcousness
as the groum} of their acceptance, but that
of the Surety provided for them by God
Himself. “ Who is he that condemneth ? Tt
is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen
again.”” Christ’s name and title, Z%e Lord
our righteousness (Jer. xxiii. -6). This also
the righteousness of Job, viewed as in
common with others a sinner before God .
(ch. x1. 4; xlii.6). Job upright in his life
as a true servant of God, and so justified by
his own righteousness before. men ; Job a
sinner in himself in the eye of the Divine
law, and so justified by the righteousness
of kis Surety before God.

VIIL. Introduction to the pleading
(verses 19—22).

1. Challenges any opponent in the con-
troversy (verse 19). “ Who is he that will
plead with me #”  Defies any to shew that
he is guilty of any erime deserving snch
unusual treatment. Similar challenge by
God’s righteous Servant (Is. 1. 8); and by
the Apostle in reference to believers (Rom.
viii. 392).

2. Expresses his inlense desire to plead his
cause be{ore God, whatever the result. ‘ For
now if [ hold my tongue, I shall give up the
ghost” (or, ““for now [if he can make good
his eause against me and prove me guilty]
I will hold my tougue and die ).

8. Begs only to be freed from restraint in
pleading (verse 20). “Only do mnot two
things unto me, then will I not hide my-
self from thee.”” These two things speci-
fied—(1) The removal or lightening of his
present suffering; ¢ Withdraw thine hand
far from me” (verse 21). (2) The with-
holding the overwhelming terror of his
majesty ; “and let not thy drcad mak803me
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afraid.” The result of this rcquest being
granted,—*Then call thou (as plaintiff in the
case), and I will answer (as defendant); or
let me speak (as plaintiff), and answer thou
me [the complaints that I have to make].”
Iis wish either that God would accuse and
give him an opportunity of answering for
himself; or allow him to present his com-
plaint as suffering without any known cause.
No small presumption in the eyes of the
friends for Job to wish either of these.
The language only to be cxcused in the
peculiar circumstances of the case. No
sinner’s part either to complain  againsi
God, or to answer His charges. Ultimately
Job is taught to give up the place both of
plaintiff and defendant, - Observe—

1. Job’s difficulties in pleading his cause
were—God’s Zand upon kim, and God’s dread
over him. God’s hand easily made too
heavy for any creature to bear. If so heavy
on a sainf, what must it be on a sinner 2
“If these things are done in the green tree,
" what shall be done in the dry #* If God’s
dread be overwhelming to a saint in a world
of merey, what will it be to the sinner in a
world of doom? Good so to realise God’s
terror now, as to escape it Aereafier.

2. The difficulties removed, Job would
plead with God and not kide Zimself from
fim. Natural for fallen men to scek to
hide themselves from God. Adam’s first act
after the Fall was to sew fig-leaves together
to kide his cwn nakedness; his second, to
hide himself from God among the trees.
Peter’s language to Christ the natural ex-

ression of conscious guilt in presence of
ivine majesty : Depart from me, for I am
a sinful man, O Lord. Christ the true
hiding-place of a sinner provided by God
himseﬁf? Iidden by faith in the clefts of
that Rock, the sinner can behold the majesty
of God without dread.

VIII. Job pleads with God (verses
23—28).

1. Asksto be shewn kis sins whick are the
cause of his suffering (verse 23). ““How
many are mine iniquities and my sins ? Make
me to know my transgression and my sin.
Wherefore hidest thou thy face,” &c. This
not a confession of sin, but a desire to have
it shown. Asked more in the spirit of self-
justification than of humility. Job un-
conscious of such sin as to merit such
suffering, yet willing to know it. First,
as to the mumber of his sins, then * any
partienlar transyression that has entailed
such chastisement. Threc different kinds of
offences indicated-—(1) Iniquities, or perverse
deviations from the Divine law; (2) Sins, or
failures in duty; (3) Pransgression, or the
most heinous kind of sin, involving rebellion
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and wilful breach of the “law of God.
Though not the cause of his sufferings, yet
Job’s offences immensely more numerous
than he was aware of, Like Paul, had lived
in all good conscience ; yet sccret unknown
sins might still cxist. David’s acknowledge-
ment—* Innumerable evils liave compassed
me about—mine iniquitics are more than the
hairs of my, head” (Ps. x1. 12). God’s testi-
mony in regard to fallen man lefore the
Flood, ““Every imagination of the thought
of his heart is only cvil continually;” afler
the Flood, ““The imagination of man’s heart
is evil from his youth > (Gen. vi. 5 ; viii. 21).
Man’s natural heart a poisonous upas tree
and a corrupt spring. The fruit necessarily
partakes of the nature of the tree; the
streams, of that of the spring. Sin, in con-
sequence of its effects on the soul, usually not
known. Like the fish that discolours the
water by its own seeretion, and so escapes
its pursuer. Important prayer (Ps. xix. 12;
xxvi. 2; exxxix, 23). Job ultimately made to
know his transgression and his sin (ch. xlii.
6). -The discorery of the Divine glory is at
the sume time « discovery of our ownsin. The
result of Job’s trouble, as of all sanctified
aflliction. Knowledge of sin nccessary to
the knowledge of salvation. ‘The whole
have no need of the physician.” Sense of sin
necdful to sense of the blood that was shed
for its remission.

2. Pleuds his present condition. (1) As
Jorsaken by God. *Wherefore hidest thou
thy facc, and holdest me for thine enemy ?
(verse 24). This the most painful element
in his sufferings. So with David (Ps, xiii.
1; xxii. 1), and with David’s Lord (Matt.
xxvil. 48). Implies previous enjoyment of
Iis presence and favour (ch. xxix. 3—35).
Only those who have known the sweetness
of God’s fellowship can realise the great-
ness of its loss. 1ntolerable to a child of
God to be regarded and treated as an enemy.
(2) As feeble and aficted. *Wilt thou
break a leaf driven to and fro? and wilt"
thou pursue the dry stubble #” Touching
images of frailty and prostration—a lcat
driven to and fro by tEc wind, and dry
stubble, worthless and ready to take fire.
Scemed unbecoming the Divine majesty to
pursue so feeble a creature with so much
severity. Job’s sufferings alrcady of some
continuance. Had consisted in successive
blows, increasing in severity, without mitiga-
gation or suspension.—Zo the eyc of seuse
God’s dealings often unnatural and wunlike
Iimself. Hercalter scen to be all holy, and
wise, and good, infinitely becoming Mis
Divine Majesty and character. Winter witl
its gloom, as necessary and as much a part
of nature’s cconomy, as summer with its
glow. “God is His own interpreter,” &e.
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Contrast with Job’s pleading what the
Saviour actually does (Ps. xlii. 3).

3. Complains of the Divine (treatment
(verses 26—29).—(1) T%at God visited upon
lim the sins of his youth. “Thou writest bitter
things against me (—decreest bitter suffer-
ings for me as the punishment of my offences),
and makest me to possess (Zeb. € inherit ’)
the iniquitics of my youth (—to suffer the
punishment of sins long passed, committed in
the season of thoughtlessness,and then passed
over).” Job entirely in the dark in regard to
God’s present dealings and the cause of his
sufferings.  God’s part in them was to prove
Job to be his faithful servant, in opposition
to Satan’s allegations. Believers unable to
juadge corrcctly of God’s dealings from
appearances.  “ Blind unbelief is sure to
err,” &c. Satan’s object to get Job and
every child of God to think as hardly of God
as possible. God wmight visit the sins of
youth on our riper years. Such sins de-
serving punishment, and requiring to be
repented of in order to be forgiven. David
remembered them, and besought God not to
do so (Ps. xxv. 7). <“TFoolishness bound
up in the heart of a child.” The thoughts
of maun’s heart cvil from his youth. The
natural effects of youthful sins sometimes
experienced in maturer years. Job, con-
scious at least of youthful sins, sup-
poses he must now be suffering the punis{l)-
ment of them. Yet Job’s youth eminently
virtuous and pious (ch. xxxi 1, 18). The
sins of youth as well as of manhood atoned
for by a Saviouwr’s blood (Is. Lii. 6). The
bitterness of sin’s punishment cxperienced
by the Divine Surety on the cross (Matt.
xxvil, 24).—(Q) That he was treated igno-
miniously as the vilest criminal (ver. 27).
“ Thou puttest my fcet also in the stocks.”
These a kind of clog, or fetter. Often a
public, always a painful and ignominious
punishment, and the severest restraint on
personal liberty. Inflicted on Jeremiah in
the gate, or most public place of the city

(Jer. xx. 2); and on Paul and Silas in the
dungeon at Phillippi (Acts xvi. 24). Job's
case appcared to him to resemble this.
—¢ And lookest narrowly into all my paths”
—either with the view of punishing, or of
preventing ecscape. Job appeared to be
watched as by a spy, or guarded as by a
sentinel. ~ Similar ‘thought, ch. vii. 12, 20.
His temptation common to belicvers.
‘“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense.”
God’s true character and dealings described
by the prophet (Miec. vii. 18, 19).—¢Thou
settest a print upon the heels of my feet >—
either—(«) as tracking his steps with a view
to punishment; or (4) as marking him as a
criminal or runaway slave with branded feet ;
or (¢) as hemming in his path and forbidding
escape. The flesh mistakes friends for foes.
In the battle of Almamen fighting in the dark
fired on their own countrymen. Satan’s doings
often mistaken for God’s, and God mistaken
for a foe.—(3) Z%at his lot was to pine away
and perish (verse 28). * And he as a rotten
thing consumeth (or, ‘and the same,” viz.,
the same unhappy culprit, meaning himself—
a poetical and tragicaFchange of the person,
as better indicating his sense of his vile con-
ditionf; as a garment that is moth-eaten.”
'The humbling comparison of himself to
worm-eaten wood, or to moth-caten clothes,
suggested by his bodily condition. The
latter a common poetical figure for gradual
but sure destruction. Applied to the body
under disease (Ps. xxxix. 11); to men in
general (Is. 1. 9). The present verse
closely connected with the following chapter,
and forming a point of transition to it.
Job’s condition as frail and dying a plea with
God for pity and forbearance. The plea
remembered In regard to Israel (Ps. Ixxviii.
39); in regard to men in general (Ps. ciii.
13, 14; Is. Ivii. 16). God’s mercy pitics
men’s persons while his justice punishes
their sins. IIence the gracious provision
of u Substitute (Is. liii, 6), !

CHAPTER XIV.

CONTINUATION OF JOB'S PLEADING WITH GOD.

I. Pleads the common infirmity of
human nature (verse 1—4).

Man, from the very nature of his birth,
frail and mortal, suffering and sinful. “Born
of a woman,” Allusion to the sentence pro-
nounced on Eve after the fall (Gen. iii. 16),
“I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and th
coneeption ; in sorrow shalt thou bring fort
children.” ~ Like parent, like child. Such a
birth a plea with the Almighty for lenience

and forbearance, Three evils resulting to
humanity from that birth—

1. Mortality. “Of few days.” Man cver
since the fall has been short-lived. Jacob’s
testimony at the age of a hundred and thirty
—¢Few and evil have the days of the years
of my life been” (Gen. xlvii. 9). The longest
life short—(1) In comparison with eternity ;
(2) As compared with what it would have
been but for the fall. Man’s death the 1§gult



CHAP. XIV.

HOMILELIC COMMENTARY : JOB

of sin. Probably the tree of life in the
garden of Eden a symbol of man’s immor-
tality, and a means of effecting it. Death
among the lower animals no argument against
the doctrine that max’s death is the wages
of sin. As easy for God to make man’s
body immortal as to make it at all. Tf man
. reaching the age of Adam and Methuselah
was short-lived, what is he now? Sad in-
sanity, for the sake of this short span, to
throw away a blissful eternity !

9. Suffering. “TFull of trouble.”” Man’s
life on earth not merely sprinkled with
with trouble, but safwrafed with it. The
first seeue disclosed by Seripture after the
¥all is,—~Adam and Eve weeping tears of
anguish over a son slaughtered by the hand
of his brother. A representative event.
Man’s history, even under an economy of
merey and the operation of grace, a record
of blood and tears. “Few and evil,” the
description of most men’s lives. The
“{rouble ” both inward and cutward. Dis-
quietude and unrest the natural man’s daily
experience. No peace {o the wicked. Man’s
soul a sea continually agitated by the winds
of passion. The name of external troubles
“Legion.” Bodily diseases a part of that
death whieh is the wages of sin. Death
itself a prominent element in the troubles of
life. Life clouded by the fear and apprehen-
sion of it, in respeet either to ourselves or
our friends. Deep trouble through its inroads
into the domestic or social circle. Man’s in-
humanity, unkindness, and wrong to his
fellow-man.  Reverses of fortune, poverty,
want. Not least, the trouble superindueed
hy our own conduct. Suffering produeed
by sin as heat by fire. Trouble as man’s
lot on earth a fact of universal experi-
ence. ““The world is an abode which if it
make thee smile to-day, will make thee weep
to-morrow > [Hariri, an Arabian poet].

Mar’s frailty and mortality set forth under
bwo dmpressive figures:—

1. A flower (verse 2). ““He eometh forth
as a flower and is cut down.” Man com-
pared to a flower—(1) I'rom its origin, the
earth; (2) Its beauty; (3) Its delieate texture
and eonstruction, contrasted with thefruit; (4)
Its frailty; (5) Its end. If allowed to grow,
soon fades and falls off, but liable also to
many easualties,—f{rom the hand of men, the
tooth of animals, the nipping frost, the
mower’s seythe. Man the goodliest flower
framed by his Maker’s hand. ¢ Godlike,
creet, with native honour elad.”” His good-
liness as the flower of the field. Like the
blossom, whieh opcns, expands, reaehes its
perfection, fades, and then falls to its native
carth. More frequently is prematurely “ cut
down.” His life ecxposed to a thousand
casualties: The flower however falls off only

to make way for the fruit. If prepared hy
graee, man dies only to ripenin a happier
sphere.

2. A shadow. “He flceth also as a sha-
dow and continueth not.” Time carly mea-
sured by the shadow of a dial or a spear
stuck in the ground. The shadow on the
dial-plate never stands still. Glides on from
hour to hour, from morning to noon, and
from noon to night. The motion impercep-
tible, but eonstant and progressive. Neither
stands still nor goes back. Only terminated
by the setting of the sun or an unexpeeted
cﬁ)ud. So man’s: passage from the eradle
to the grave. Hastens to the evening of
death, which however often arrives unex-
peetedly before it is noon. The primeval
sentence in eontinual exeeution,—* Dust:
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
The shadow an appropriate emblem also of
the pleasures and pursuits of time, as emply
and unsubstantial.—Lessons :—(1) To form
atrue estimate of theenjoyments and interests
of time and etemity. (2) To improve our
fleeting stay in this world to the preparation
for a better. (3) To make a diligent use of
present moments which alone are ours. (4)
To stand always prepared for life’s unex-
peeted termination.

Human frailty-employed by Job as a plea
Jor leniency and forbearance (verse 3). “And
dost thou open thine eyes upon (—pay rigid
attention to) sueh an ome (—one so frail,
miserable, and short-lived) ? and bringest me
(or him) into judgment with thee ” (—aceu-
sing and eontending with him for his faulis
against thee) ? The plea acknowledged by
God (Ps. Ixxviii. 39; ciii. 14; Is. lvii. 16
Gen. vi. 3). God however has opened His
eyes on frail and suffering man, but differ-
ently from what Job intended. Has opened
them in love and pity, so as to provide
deliverance from man’s wretched condition.
So in regard to typieal Israel (Exod. iii. 7, 8).
God’s eyes opened graeiously on every hum-
ble and econtrite soul (Is. Ixvi. 2). On his
covenant people, to watch over, defend, and
bless them (Zech. xii. 4).

3. Deprarity,—the third evil resulting to
man from his birth (verse 4). “Who can
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not
one” From sinful parents ean come only a
sinful offspring. The plant must be aeeording
to the seed—the fruit aceording to the trec.
God ereated Adam in His own likeness;
Adam, after the Fall, begat ehildren, not
in God’s likeness, but his own (Gen. v. 3).
Men now shapen in iniquity and eoneeived
in sin (Ps. h. 5%, “In Adam all die,”—
spiritually as well as physically and legally
(1 Cor. xv. 22). The corruption of human
nature in its root acknowledged by the
heathen. “ Nobody is horn without vices,”
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—the saying of a heathen poet. Man found
everywhere and in"all circumstances, corrupt
and depraved. Savage and eivilized partake
of the same general eliaracter. Oul%r to be
aceounted for by a common depraved nature.
Children exhibit the same depravity as their
parents. Deceit, envy, coveting, and self-
will, eommon in early childhood, No out-
ward restraint or appliances able to remove
or overcome this innate depravity. No clean
or holy thing ever brought forth out of man’s
sinful nature. “Out of the heart procecd cvil
thoughts,” &c. “A corrupt treec cannot
bring forth good fruit.” Grapesnot gathered
from thorns, What is holy may procecd
from a sinful mas, but not from a sinful
nature. God does not produce the fruits of
the Spirit from man’s old sinful nature, but
from a new one imparted. Two distinet and
opposite natures, the old man and the new,
in a child of God, each producing its own
proper fruits. The presenco of the new
makes the man a saint; that of the old a
sinner. The believer is holy, and produces
lioly fruits in virtue of his new and holy
nature; he is still sinful, and produecs sinful
froits in virtue of his old and sinful one.
Hence the Saviour’s teaching: “Ye must
be born again.” The old nature crucified
in a believer and destined to die; the new
nature vietorious even now, and ultimately
alone in the ficld.

I1. Pleads for removal or relaxation
of his sufferings (verse 5—12).

His prayer, and the grounds of it.

1. Ilis prayer (verse 6). “ Turn from him
(or, “look away from him,” ¢.e., from Job him-
self), that he may rest (obtain relief from
suffering, or restin death), till he accomplishas
an hireling his day” (or, ¢ that he may enjoy,’
as far as a hireling may do so, ‘ his appointed
period ’ of labour, viz., the present life, or find
the rest of evening after his toil, viz., in
death). Human life already spoken of as
“ the days of a hireling *’ (eh. vii. 1);—(1) As
a certain definite period ; (2) As a period of
foil and endurance. Job’s day now felt to
be especially oppressive. The burden and
heat of the day for day-labourers in the
Iiast, especially severe (Matt, xx. 12). The
rest of evening greatly longed for (ch. vii, 2).
Job fluctuates between desire for alleviation
of the burden, and for rest in the grave. So
also iu ch. vi. 8,9; vil. 19; x. 20. Zimes
in a believer's experience when life scems
especially burdensome. The feeling of David
(P’s. 1y, 6); of Elijah (1 Kings, xix. 4); of
Jonah (Jon. iv. 3, 8) ; of Jeremiah (Jer. ix. 2 ;
xii, 5). Once the feeling of Jesus (Matt. xvii.
17). - Christ at sueh times, as “a river of
waters in a dry place, and the shadow of a
great rock in a weary land,” Believers not

tempted above what they are enabled to
bear. In the day of the rough wind, the
east wind stayed. Strength made equal to
ourday. My grace is sufficient for thee.”

2. Grounds of the prayer (verse v. 7—12),
(1) The time of our stay on earth fixed by
God himself (verse 5). ‘“Seeing his days are
determined, the number of his months are
with thee, thou hast appointed his hounds
that he cannot pass.” Job troubled with no .
doubts on the subjeet of

Predestination.

That God appointed the bounds of man’s
life as certain with Job as that He made
him at all. This belief held firmly by the
Arabians to the present day. The doetrine
of the Bible. Our time in God’s hand.
Man unable to add a cubit to his stature, an
hour to his age. Consistent with the opera-
tion of second causes and natural laws.
Means appointed along withthe end. “ Man’s
life no more governed by the Stoics blind
fate than by the Epieurecan’s blind fortune *
[M. Henry). The fact pleaded by Job as a
ground for the mitigation of his sufferings.
The few short years allotted on earth may
be graciously spared such cxcessive, accumu-
lated, and continued affliction. It is still
with God to say both how long and how
severe our sufferings on earth shall be.  Pre-
destination perfectly consistént with

Prayer,

The Almighty not, like the God of the
Stoics, bound by fate. May not change His
purpose,but may alter His procedure. Changes
in Hisoutward procedure already in His seeret
urpose. The thread of man’s life in God’s
};ands, to lengthen or shorten it according to
circumstances already foreseen. Hence full
seope for the exercise of prayer. Prayer and
its answers no interference with God’s pur-
poses. Notonly wkat God does, but %ow He
does it, already predetermined. Believing
prayer one of the means appointed. with the
end. God builds up Zion at the ““set time’
to favour her, hceause He regards “the
prayer of the destitute’’ (Ps. en. 13—17).
The duty and prevalence of prayer a fact as
well of experience as of revelation. TPrayer
and its efficacy an instinct of human nature. -
One of the great moral laws under which
God has placed His intelligent creatures.
Man’s inability to reconeile it with his philo-
sophy no argument against it. Man must
pray ; and God is the hearer of prayer.

(2.) Ourdeparture from this world final and
irrevocable. Man’s case at death is—(i.)
contrasted with that of a felled tree (verse 7).
“Tor therc is hope of a tree, if il be eut
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down, that it will sprout again, and that the
tender branch (or shoot) thercol will not
ceasc ; though the root thercof wax old in
the earth, and the stock thereof die (to all
appearance) in the ground ; yet through the
seent of water (—its gentlc contact,like an
exhalation or an odour,) it will bud and bring
forth boughs (Hed. ‘a crop’ of shoots) like
a plant (or, ‘as if it had been planted.’)
But man (even in his best estate— Hed. ‘the
strong man’) dieth and wasteth away (or,
¢is prostrated and gone’—loses all inward
power of recovery or revival); yea, man
( Heb.—man as sprung from the earth, 4dam’)
giveth up the ghost and where is he?” (ie.,
is no more to be seen—a Biblical and Arab
hrase).—(ii.) Compared towater disappearing
Ey evaporation, absorption, or otherwise
(verse 11). “As the waters fail from the
sea (or lake,—the term applied to any con-
siderable collection of water, Jer. li. 36 ; Is.
xix. 5) ; and theflood (or winter-torrent) de-
cayeth and drieth up (in summer) ; so man
lieth down (in the grave) and riseth not ; till
the heavens be nonore they shall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep.” Man at
death disappears for ever as a vesident of
this present world. No return to a mortal
life.  “The bournc whence no traveller re-
turns.”  That needs to be well done that can
be done only once. (See also eh. vii. 9, 10).
The question asked (verse 14)—* If a man
shall die, shall he live again ?”>—capable of
a double answer. In regard to the present
world, or the world in its present state, No;
in regard to a future resurrection, Yes. The
fact of such resurrection, however, probably
not, at least distivetly, in Job’s mind.
The doctrine of the

Resurrection

Onc of gradual development. Death viewed
by most nations of autiquity as a “perpe-
tual sleep.” Revelation assures us of an
awaking out of it (Dan. xii. 2; 1 Thess.
iv. 14—17). That awaking at the Lord’s
appearing, when “the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise” (2 Pet. iil. 7, 10,
11). New heavens and a new earth the pro-
mised abode of resurrection saints (2 Pet.
i, 13; Rev. xxi. 1). Resurrection only to
follow the sin-atoning and death-destroying
death on the cross. Hence the slight
knowledge of it by Old Testament saints.
The knowledge of 1t to be only according to
the knowledge of that which was the founda-
tion of it. Life and immortality brought to
light by Christ Himself (2 Tim. 1. 10). As
in Adam all die, so only in Christ shall all
be made alive. Christ rose as the first-fruits
of them that slept. Christ the first-fruits;
aftgrswnrds they that are Christ’s at Ilis

coming (1 Cor. xv.20—23). Only faint and
oceasional glimpses of the resurrection ob-
tained by 01d Testament believers. David’s
liope expressed prophetically of the Messiali’s
resurrection, rather than personally of his
own (Ps. xvi. 8; Acts ii. 25—31). The
Lord’s second appearing, and His people’s
resurreetion as bound up with it, the blessed
hope of New Testament helievers. Vague
and dim apprehension now exchanged for
glorious certainty (2 Cor. v. 1; Phil. iii. 21).

State after death.

The question “Where is he? (verse 10),
solemn aud important in relation to the nux,
viewed as possessing an immortal spivit.
Only two states after death. Lazarus is
carried into Abraham’s bosom. The rich
man lifts up his eyes in hell, being in tor-
ments.  ““The wicked is driven away in his
wickeduess.” Where? Judas went to his
own place. “The righteons hath hope in
his death.” The penitent thief was in
Paradise, while his lifeless body was cast into
a pit. Where was his companion who died
in his sins ?  Psalm ix. 17 gives the solemn
answer. “ Without Loliness no man sha!l
see the Lord.”

III. Job desires a temporary con-
ecalment in the grave (verse 13).

“O that thou wouldst hide me in the
grave until thy wrath be past (—the present
aflliction viewed as a token of that wrath);
that thou wouldst appoint me a set time and
remember me.”” Ilas doubts as to the
possibility of this wish being accomplished.
“Tf a man dic, shall he live again?”’ (verse
14).—Returns to his wish and states what
would be the result of its being granted.
¢« All the days of my appointed time (or war-
fare, as ch. vil. 1) will (or would) I wait till
my change (dismission or renovation) come.
Thou shalt (or shouldst) call and I will (or
would) answer ; thou wilt (or wouldst) have
a desire to the work of thine hands” A
confused wish of Job’s troubled spirit.
Apparently incousisteut with his previous
statements about man’s irrevocable depar-
ture out of this world. DPrayer, especially
in decp affliction, often without much reflec-
tion. Even belicvers sometimes know not
what they ask. Yet a great truth in his
words, though but dimly apprehended by
himself. Truths often uttered through the
presence of the Spirit, when but imperfectly
understood by the speaker (1 Pet. i. 12).

“To the imagination may be given e
The type and shadow of an awful truth.”

Much more when the human spirit is in
intimate communion with the divize, God’s



HOMILETIC COMMENTARY @ JUL.

CHAP. XIV

saints actually hidden for a time in the grave
and the spirit-world. The words of the
prophet (Is. xxvi. 20), almost an echo of
the patriarch’s. A set time actually ap pointed
to God’s people for their recall from the
grave. God remembers them there as he
did Noah in the Ark (Gen. viii. 1). Their
death precious in his sight. Their names
engraven on the palms of his hands. Zion’s
wall’s, though lying in ruins, continually
before him (Ls. xlix. 16). Living saints at the
Lord’s appearing not canght up till dead
oncs have been raised (1 Thess. iv. 15—17).
The righteous, previous to the last and great
tribulation, mostly taken away from the evil
to come. Hidden in their chambers for a
little moment till the indignation be overpast
(Is. xxvi. 20). Observe—

1. Job’s fuith -and patience (verse 14).
“All the days of my appointed time will I
wait till my change come. Fuith foresces the
change for the better, and patience waits for
it. Three ““changes” in a believer’s expe-
rience—(1) When he is borz again, and
passes from spiritual death to life. (2)
When he lﬁtlls asleep in Jesus and enters
the heavenly rest. (3) When he rises from
the grave to be made in body and spirit en-
tire{ like Christ, and to be ever with the
Lord. Probably the third of these vaguely
and dimly indicated in Job’s words. For
this, as well as the change for the better at
death, were his wish to be granted, he would
patiently wait. Deliverance decrecd for
God’s people from all trouble and from death
ilself. The Zime of that deliverance iz God’s
hands. To be patiently waited for. Patient
waiting the posture of believers in this
world (Rom. viii. 23—25; 1 Thess. i. 10;
Heb. x. 36). The vision is for an appointed
time. The promise, Behold I come quickly,
Blessed is )i)le that waiteth. The change
at a believer’s death worth patient wait-
ing for; much more the change at the
Lord's appearing. At death we are wuz-
clothed, at the resurrection clothed upon (2
Cor. v. 2). }

2. Job’s joyous anticipation, should his
wish be granted (verse 15). “Thou shalt
call” No awaking from the sleep of death
but at the Divine cul/. *“ Awake and sing,
ye that dwell in dust” (Is. xxvi. 19). Tor
the call, see also John v. 28; 1 Cor. xv. 52;
1 Thess. iv. 14—17. The call of the
Bridegroom (Cant. ii. 10—13).—A read
responsc given by believers to the call. “An
I will answer.” ~ The language of conscience
innocence in the case of Job; of conscious
acceptance “in the Beloved ”” in the casc of
every believer.—The reason of that Divire
call—* Thou wilt have a desire to the work
of thine hands’ Believers especially the
work of God’s hands—(1) In creation. Man’s

body a masterpiece of Divine skill dirceted
by Divine benevolence.

“In their looks Divine
The image of their glorious Maker shone;
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and puie,”

(2) In regencration and sanctification. Be-
lievers God’s workmanship created in Christ
Jesus (Eph. ii. 10). The expression frequent
in Isaiah as applicd to God’s people (Is.
xxix. 23; xlv. 11; Ix. 21; Ixi. 3). Believers
a more costly work than all creation besides,
Required the inearnation, suffering, and
death of the Creator. The heavens the work
of God’s fingers, belicvers the work of God’s
hands (Ps. viii. 3). To this work of Ilis
hands God has a special desire.  That desire
one of—(1) Pity and benevolence; (2)
Ycarning affection; (3) Complaceney and
delight. The Father’s desirc is to them as
His children ; the Son’s, as His Bride and
the purchase of His blood ; the Spirit’s as
His especial work. Faith unable, in the
darkest time, to give up the idea of God's
loving fatherhood. Looks through the
gloomy passage of the grave, and sces more
or {css clearly a light shining at the far(her
end.

IV. Complains again of God’s present
severity (verse 16, 17).

“Tor (or, ‘but’) now thou numbercst my
steps (taking strict account of all my actions);
dost thou not watch over my sin (in order
to punish it) ? My transgression is sealed
up in a bag (as if so much treasure, that
nonc may be lost or left unpunished, or as
so much evidence preserved against me);
and thoun sewest up mine iniquity *’ (in order
carefully to keep it for future punishment).
A constant recurrence of God’s present
apparent severity. Remembered now, either
as the reason for Job’s wish for eoncealment
in the grave (verse 13), or as the contrast
of its fulfilment (¢ dwf now’ &e.). IHard to
get over present grievances. All Job’s suffer-
ings viewed as the result of God’s resolution
to punish his every failure. Observe—
(1) ¢ Faith and unbelief view God’s character
and dealings in an opposite light 5 (2) A time
of durkness and trouble unfavourable for a
right judgment. Job’s present view of God’s
character and dealings entirely a mistaken
one. His character is—Slow to anger;”
¢ Ready to forgive;” *“ Delighting in mercy.”
Sin, however, in order to its being forgiven,
thus dealt with in the case of the Surety.
The iniquities of all the redeemed laid upon
Him. %Lrict account taken of sin by God
in dealing with the Sin-bearer. No sin
pardoned in the sinner without being
punished in the Substitute. God just while
justifying the ungodly. Job’s view tné% in
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a dispensation of simple law. Nof true in
a dispensation of mercy and under the
covenant of grace. Sad to live under a dis-
pensation of merey and not to avail oneself
of its benefits. The worst of all cases, to
have the guilt of a rejected Saviour added to
all other transgressions.

V. Again Dbewails man’s mortality
and wretchedness (verse 18—22).

First by comparison with the mutability
everywhere visible in Nature. (1) The
mountain and the rock, that seem the firmest
of all carthly objects. These, or at least
portions of them, torn away from the rest by
carthquakes or other agencies, fall and then
liec mouldering and crumbling on the ground
(verse 18). “And surely (or ‘but’) the
mountain falling cometh to nought, and the
rock is removed,” &c. (2) Stones, the
hardest of earthly materials, are worn away
by the slow continual action of water (verse
19). “The waters wear the stones.” (3) The
very soil forming the loose surface of the
carth, with the trees, grain, &c., that grow
in it, is washed away by floods. “Thoun
washest away the things that grow out of
the dust of the earth * (or, ¢ the floods sweep
away the dust,” &e).

Man, a_partaker of the gencral corrupti-
bility and decay. “And (or, ‘so’) thou
destroyest the hope of man” (—* wretched’
man’s hope and expectation of prolonging
his life on the earth). Human mortality in
in keeping with the decay of all visible
nature. Man ordinarily thinks of death as
at a distance from him. ¢¢All men think all
men mortal but themsclves.”” The hope of
cvading the last enemy vain. The sentence
has gone forth, Dust thou art, &e. (verse
20). “Thou prevailest for ever against
him (—*always,” or, ‘to complete vietory’),
and he passeth,” (or, ““he is gone,”—dcparts
of this world). Man properly uses his
endeavour to prolong his life. Battles
against the sentenee, ‘““unto dust shalt thou
return.” Invain. The victory always with
God who executes his own sentence. Three
stages in this vietory—(1) Disease. * Thou
changest his countenance.”” Sickness alters
the state of our frame, and the aspect of our
face. Instead of the glow and plumpness of
health comes the paleness and emaciation of
disease. Job himself at the time an example
of his own words. (2) Death. * Thou
sendest him away.” Death is God’s dis-
mission. “ Return ye children of men.”
The world “ a stage where every man must
play hig part.” The time for his exit in
God’s hand. (3) Z%e disembodied state in the

World of Spirits.

Represented by Job—
90

1. As a state of ignorance of what takes

place on earth, especially as regards swrviving
relatives (verse 21). “Ilis sons come to
honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are
hrought low, but he pereeiveth it not of
them.” Parcuts naturally very deeply in-
terested in the prosperity or adversity of
their children. In the spirit-world, ignorant
of and unaffected by either. Absolute se-
paration from all the living and the creatures
of the present world. This however not ne-
cessarily to be regarded as a divine declara-
tion of the rcal state of the case. Rather
the utterance—(a) Of Job’s own melancholy
spirit at the time; (&) Of the views gencrally
cntertained on the subject at that early
eriod. The knowledge possessed by the
eparted in reference to survivors still a
mystery. Among ““the spirits of the just,”
probably more of such knowledge than we
are aware of. Joy among the angels of God
over one repenting sinner. Naturally also
among departed saints. Hence, still more,
over a repenting relative.  Such kuowledge
an obvious increase to their joy and praise.
Angels constant attendants on belicvers in
life, and their escort to paradise at death.
Departed saints thercfore probably made
acquainted hy angels, if not more direetly,
with the circumstances of converted relatives
on earth, The mere worldly prosperity or
adversity of surviving relatives, however,
even if known, probably, as such, a maticr
of the utmost insignificance to departed
saints.

2. As a state of suffering and grief (verse
292). “ But his flesh upon him shall have pain,
and his sonl within him shall mourn® (or,
“ouly his flesh shall have pain on account of
himself, and his soul on account of himself
shall mourn”). The dead man represented
as occupied with his own eoncerns, not those
of his surviving friends. Iis state not onc
of pleasure but of pain; his experience not
one of joy but of grief. Spoken of man in
general without reference to distinction of
character. Also spoken according to the
view then entertained of the state of de-

arted spirits. That state one of anything
Eut comfort or joy (see ch. x. 21, 22). The
“flesh »’ and ““soul ” here viewed as making
up the man, who is regarded as still conscious
in the spirit-world. That consciousness,
however, one only of discomfort. Hence,
the desire for life so prevalent in Old Testa-
ment times. Almost any kind of life re-
garded as preferable to an abode in the world
of spirits. Such views natural, apart from
revelation. Even still the views of many
living under the Gospel but ignorant of its
truths. The experience of the body trans-
ferred to the departed spirit, as if partaking
of it. The thing dreaded in death—*To lic
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in cold abstraction and to rot.” Views of
the spirit-world entirely changed since the
Advent of Him who is both the Life and the
Light. Lifec and immortality brought by
Ilim to light through the Gospel. The
kingdom of heaven opened to all believers.
The spirit-world now their Father’s house—
the better country—Paradise—the rest from
labour—the Mount Zion—the placeof Divine
worship and communion—the heavenly Jeru-
salem—the general assembly and elureh of
the first-born--the innumerable company of
angels—the presence of Jesus, the Elder
Brother and Mediator of the New Covenant.
‘The views of Job more corrcetly applicable
in reference to the unsaved dead. The rich
man in hell (or Ilades) lifted up his eyes,
being in torment. Compared with the con-

dition of an unsaved soul in the world of

spirits—

“The wearicst and most loathed worldly life
That ache, age, penury and imprisonment
Can lay on Nature, is a paradise.”

Lessons :— .

1. The comparative insignificanccof worldly
prosperity or adversity in view of the cternal
world.

2. The infinite importance of securing a
place of happiness beyond the grave—(1) For
ourselves ; (2) For our children and friends.

3. The value of the Gospel, and the duty
of making ourselves acquainted with its
preeious contents.

4. The paramount necessity of a personal
interest in Him who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life,

CHAPTER XYV.

SECOND COURSE OF DIALOGUES.—SECOND SPEECH OF ELIPNAZ.

Eliphaz less gentle and courteous than in
his former specch. - Probably irritated at his
little suceess with Job, who rejected his
friend’s counsc] and still maintained his own
uprightness. The hostility of the friends
more pronounced as the dialoguc proceeds.

I. FEliphaz sharply reproves Joh’s
speeches (verses 2—13).

Censures—

1. Their emptiness and vehemence (verse 2).
“Should a wise man (/7¢4., ‘the wise man’)
utter vain knowledge (/ed., answer [with]
knowledge of wind, or windy sentiments),
and fill his belly (his mind or heart, John vii.
38) with the East wind,”—cherishing and
tittering opinions which are not only empty
as the wind, but injurious to himself and
others; like the parching, vehement cast wind,
scorching and drying up all vegetation. Such
language as Job ,hai employed, unbeeoming,
in the opinion of Eliphaz, the wise man that
le had passed for. Job celebrated in his own
country for wisdom as well as piety (ch. xxix,
8, 9,21—23). *Should the wise man,” &c.,
—probably a taunt. Men with a character
for wisdom to be carcful to speak and act
consistently with it, A little folly in such
men like the dead fly in the apothecary’s
perfume (Eee. x. 1).

2. Their verbiuge and unprofitableness (verse
3). “Should he reason with, unprofitable
talk, or with speeches,” &ec.,—as if Job’s
speeches were mere talk. A charge as un-
generous and unfeeling as it was untruthful
and unjust. Job no mere talker, though his
words not always wise. A Christian’s speech
to be with grace seasoned with salt, and good

to the use of edifying. The abundant talk

of the lips tendeth to penury. In the mul-

titude of words there wanteth not sin. Un-
rofitable talk the mark of an unregencrate
eart.

3. Their impiety and hurtful influcnce
(verse 4) “Yea thou ecasteth off fear (or,
makest void the fear [of God as of no value],
and restrainest (—lessenest or discouragest)
prayer before God [as of no use]”. Job’s
language viewed either as indicating want
of reverenee and piety in himself, or rather
as tending to discourage it in others. The
danger implied in Asaph’s hasty coneclu-
sion: “Verily I have cleansed my heart in
vain” (Ps. 1xxiii. 13); or, in the language of
the fool’s heart: ““There 1s no God” (Ps. xiv.
1). Observe—(1.) The interests of religion
greatly in the keeping of its professors; (2.)
A believer in trouble to be careful so to speak
as {0 bear a good testimony to religion before
the world.

4, Their wickedness and deceit (verse 5).
“Thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity (or,
¢thine iniquity teacheth thy mouth,’ viz. to
utter such wickedness), and thou choosest
the tongne of the erafty.” Job’s language
viewed as the studied contrivance of a
wicked heart. Out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh. As a man is, so
is his speech. When the heart restrains
prayer the mouth Suts forth pecvishness.
What piety appeared in Job’s speeches un-
charitably viewed by Eliphaz as only em-
ployed with the intent to deceive. Tlis
tongue that of the crafty, who “hy good
words and fair speeches deccive the hearts of
the simple” (Rom, xvi. 18). No uew glllllg
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for an upright man to be charged with
hiypoerisy. God’s testimony regarding Job
the opposite to that of Eliphaz. Observe
—(1.) 4 small matter jfor men to speak ill
if" God speaks well %/ us; (2.) Our speech
aud conversation to be with “ simplicity and
godly sincerify, not with fleshly wisdom,

ut by the grace of God” (2 Cor. i. 12).

The charge of Eliphaz untruc in both its
senses. Job spoke rashly, but neither cast
off the fear of God nor restrained prayer.
His words not always wise, but neither tended
to destroy religion nor diseourage devotion.
A godly man may sin against the command-
ments ; it is the part of a wicked man to sin
away the eommandments themselves. The
casting off of God’s fear the cause of all evil.
‘When the fear of God goes out, the practice
of sin comes in. The fear of God the be-
ginning of wisdom ; the easting of it off, the
abandonment to all wickeduess. The fear of
God the sum of all godliness ; the casting of it
off, the sum of all sinfulness. Sad not to
possess the fear of God; still worse to cast
1t off. To be without it ourselves is bad;
to destroy it in others still worse. The
deepest brand of guilt on a man’s brow is,
not only to sin limself, but, like Jeroboam,
to make others to sin aiso (1 Kings xiv. 16;
xv. 30, 34; xvi. 2, 19, 26). Job’s sin that
lic seemed more to complain against God
than to pray to Him. Sad at any time to
restrain prayer, still more in the time of
affliction (Ps. 1. 15; Is. xxvi. 16). Prayer a
prineipal part of God’s worship and of man’s
religion. A prayerless life the mark of a
graceless heart. Prayer is restrained cither
—(1) Trom distaste for it; or (2) From
disbelief in its efficacy; or (3) From disdain
and self-sufficiency. To restrain prayer to
God is to be a god to ourselves. Believing
prayer opens the door of merey and the
windows of blessing ; to restrain prayer is to
shut both against us.

5. Job’s specches reproved also for their
arrogance and pride (verse 7). ““ Art thou
the first man that was born, or wast thou
made before the hills? Hast thou heard the
seeret (or, ‘ hast thou been a listener in the
privy council’) of God, and dost thou restrain
wisdom to thyself? What knowest thou
that we know not? What understandest
thou which is not in us. With us are both
the greyheaded and very aged men, much
elder than thy father. Are the consolations
of God small with thee (or, ‘too small for
thee,’ or, “of little account with thee’)? Is
there any secret thing with thee (or, ‘and
the word which dealeth gently with thee;’
or, ‘and our mild addresses to thee’)?”
Job’s ridicule of his friends’ monopoly of
wisdom retorted by Eliphaz upon himself.
Grievous words stir up anger. Job had
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ridiculed his friends as if they were the
whole race; is now ridienled himself as if
he were the first man tliat had been born.
Wisdom rightly supposcd to have been much
greater in Adam than in lis ehildren, as
made after the image of God himself. Simi-
lar language to that addressed here in ridieule
to Job divinely applied to Christ as the
wisdom of God (Prov. viii. 22—26). Hills
spoken of as the firmest, and therefore sur-
posed to be the most aneient, of earthly
things. Said to be everlasting (Gen. xlix.
26; Heb. iii. 6). Eliphaz views his own
and his friends’ discourses as ‘“the consola-
tions of God,” and angrily asks Job if these
were too small for him, or if e held them of
small account. Their discourses and eon-
solations, however, rather adapted for an im-
penitent sinner than a tried suffering saint.
Hence Job’s low esteem of them (eli. xiii. 4,
12). Preachers and others to take care that
what they present to mourners are in reality

The Consolations of God.

God the God of all comfort. Comforteth
those that are east down (2 Cor. i 3,
vii. 6). Comforts tenderly as a mother,
effectually as a Creator, (Is. Ixvi. 13, Ixv.
18). Able to make either anything or
nothing a comfort to wus. Can multilply
comforts as fast as the world multiplies
crosscs. His consolations viewed cither as
spoken to us or wronght in ws. Are either
good things done for us or promised to us.
God comforts—(1) By Iis spirit; (2) By
His word; (3) By 1lis providenece. IHis
consolations inelude—(1) His purposes in
trouble; (2) His promises of support and
deliverance ; (3) The benefits resulting from
it; (4) The example of the saints and
especially of the Son of God; (5) The
fellowslip of believers, and espeeially of
Christ (Dan. iii. 25); (6) God Himself as our
shield here and our portion hereafter; (7)
His love as the origin of our trouble; (S)
The glories of eternity as infinitely com-
pensating for the troubles of time. Trouble
itself a consolation to a child of God as the
testimony of his Father’s love. God’s rod,
like Jonathan’s, brings honey on its point.
“Thy rod and thy staff eomfort me” (Ps. xxiii.
4). Observe—(1.) T%e consolations of God are
not small. Areable to meet every case. Strong
consolation (Heb. vi. 18). Exceeding great
and precions promises (2 Pet. i. 4). The
Scriptures written that through patience and
comfort we might have hope. The plaster
of God’s Word able to cover the largest sore
of a sin-stricken soul. God has great con-
solations for great sorrows. His consolations
like Himself. Christ Himself the consola-
tion of Israel, The Holy Ghost the com:
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forter. The consolations of God are—(i.) True
and solid; (ii.) Holy and satisfying; (iii.) Ade-
quate and snitable ; (iv.) Lasting and durable.
(2) The consolations of God are not to be ac-
counted small. No small sin to slight God’s
consolations, as either insufficient or unsuit-
able to our case. These, on the contrary, to
be highly valued—(i.) On account of their
origin—theloveof God; (ii.) Their costliness —
the purchase of a Saviour’s blood ; (iii.) Their
eflicacy—as able to meet our ease ; (iv.) Their
frecness on God’s part and their undeserved-
less on ours.

6. Job’s speeches reproved also for their
passion and rebellionsness (verse 12). “Why
doth thine heart carry thee away, and what
do thine eyes wink at (as indicating passion,
pride, and evil purpose) ?  That thou turnest
thy spirit against God, and lettest such
words go out of thy mouth.” Unfeeliug
and cxaggerated questions. Neither Job’s
spirit nor his words to be always vindicated,
but undeserving of sueli severe reproof.
Reproof, when unjust and excessive, becomes
cruelty instead of kindness. Tenderness a
duty in dealing with a sinner, still more with
a saint, and most of all with a sufferer. The
language, and perhaps the looks of Job, at
times indicative of wunholy passion. The
flesh even in a belicver weak. The heat of
the temper apt to carry away into hastiness
of the tongue. Job at times too bold with
God ; yet his boldness that of a child, not that
of an enemy. The spirit of an impenitent
sinner is turned against God in trouble, that
of a belicver is turned Zowards Him. The
latter the attitude of Job’s spirit in bis
affliction (ch. xvi. 20).

II. Eliphaz iunsists on man’s de-
pravity (versc 14).

“What is man (wretched fallen wman,
Ileb., ¢ Brosk’), that he should be clean?
and he which is horn of a woman, that he
should be righteous? Behold, he putteth no
trust in his saints (or angels,—Z/eb. ©holy
ones’) ; yea, the heavens (literally, or their
inhabitants) are uot clean in his sight.
ITow muell more abominable and filthy is
man (or, ‘how much less Elshall] abominable
and filthy man [be clean in his sight]’) which
drinketh iniquity like water ?’ A clear and
strong declaration of man’s deep and uni-
versal depravity. The object to prove Job
a sinner, and convict himn of arrogauce in
maintaining his uprightness. The argunment
is—(1) Unrsound. 'The premises true but
the conclusion false.
praved, but Job not therefore a bad man or
a hypocrite; otherwise Satan’s allegation
just,—no such thing as geunuine religion in
the world. Grace and holiness in the indi-
vidual consistent with depravity in the race.

Man universally de- -

The object of redemption to renew fallen man
to purity. Comparatively blameless morals
and upright principles found even among
the heathen. Examples; Socrates, Aristides
the Just, Cyrus the Great. (2) Useless.
Man’s depravity admitted and maintained by -
Job as well as Eliphaz (ch. xiv. 4). Not
absolute but relative purity claimed by Job.
All but useless for a preacher to labour to
prove what all his hearers fully admit. The
passage valuable as a testimony to

The Depravity of Human Nature.

1. Declared in the zame given to man here
and elsewherc in the Hebrew Seriptures,
“ Enosk,” — miserable and desperately dis-
eased. Man’s very naturc morally diseased. In-
ward renovation necessary in order to purity
and holiness. To cleanse and renew man’s
corrupt nature, the work of the Holy Spirit
through the instrumentality of Gospel truth.
“Now ye are clean through the word which
I have spoken to you.” The promise in the
New Covenant: “I will sprinkle eclean
water upon you and ye shall be clean”
(Ez. xxxvi. 25). David’s prayer: ‘Create
inmea clean heart.” The object, of Christ’s
death, to sanctify and cleanse the Church
as with the washing of water by the word
(Eph. v. 26). His prayer to the Father:
“ Sanctify them through thy truth; thy
word is truth” (John xvil. 17). The
believer in one sense “clean cvery whit”
(John xiii. 10). Apart from grace none
clean in God’s sight. Sin stains man’s
best performances. Ilis righteousnesses
filthy rags (Is. Ixiv. ). Man only clean and
holy as a member of Christ the Holy One,
and in virtue of a new nature implanted in
him by the Holy Ghost. At death, the last
remains of the believer’s sinful nature for
cever gone. The leprous house taken down
and rebuilt entirely free from the vile infec-
tion.

2. Man’s depravity the result of his Jirfh.
Born naturally of a fallen woman, man’s
naturc nceessarily depraved. A clean thing
not to be produced in the mere course of
nature from an unclean (ch. xiv. 4). Man
now shapen in iniquity in the womb, and
conceiveg by his mother in sin (Ps. li. 5).
Like mother, like child. One glorious and
necessary exception. Christ * born of a
woman,” yet righteous and clean from His
birth. The reason : “ His conception by the
immediate agency of thie Ifoly Ghost (Luke
i. 35). Man's Saviour must be Himself a
man, yet absolutely clean from his birtl.
To be a man lie must be “born of awon_lan;”
to be clean his conception must be the imme-
diatc production of Divine power. No ue-
cessity for the figment of the immaculato
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conecption of the Saviour’s mother. Mary
a holy woman, not by nature bnt by graee.
IHer song that of a saved sinner .(Luke
i 47).
3. Man’scharacter givenin three particulars
*—(1) Adbominable. Something to he loathed.
Sin the abominable thing that God bates.
Makes every creature abominable in whom
it prevails, Man, as depraved, cast out like
Isracl at his very birth, to the loathing of
his person (Ezek. xvi, 5). No edueation,
refinement, or accomplishment able to
make an unrencwed man anything less
than abominable in the sight of God.
(2) Tilthy,—the filthiness rather to the
smell than the taste. The noisomeness of a
gorpse or of a sewer. The sourness of a
fermenting mass. Sin is death and moral
putrefaction. Makes a man in whom it
reigns a livin% cotpse. Not all the perfumes
of Arabja able to sweeten an unrcnewed
soul. (3) Drinking iniquily likéwaler. (i.)
Man loves and delights in sin. (ii.) Thirsts
for it and pursues it cagerly. (iii.) Expcets
and endeavours to satisly himself by its
commission. (iv.) Commits it as a thing
neeessary to his existence ; ean no more live
without it than an ox ecan live without
drinking water. (v.) Praetises it habitually,
as a horse must daily drink water. (vi.)
Finds pleasure in its commission, but nothing
that permanently satisfies him ; thirsts again.
(vii.) Commits it abundantly, not sipping
but drinkingit. (viil.) Goes to it naturally,
as an animal goes naturally to drink water;
sin natural to a depraved heart. (ix.) Com-
mits it easily and without effort; sins on
easy terms and small consideration ; water a
common drink. Observe, however, a con-
trast as well as a resemblance in the case :—
(i.) Water a creature of God ; sin a thing of
the devil. (ii.) Water designed by God for
the use of man and beast; sin strictly for-
bidden by Him. (iii.) Water necessary for
man’s existence ; sin not only not necessary,
but ruinous. (iv.) Water beneficial to the
drinker of it ; sin only hurtful and destrue-
tive.

II1. Eliphaz proposes to convict Jobh
from the Fathers (verse 17) &ec.

“I will shew thee, hear me; and that
which I have seen (—personally observed as
well as heard from others) I will declare;
which wise men havetold from their fathers,
and have not hid it. Unto whom alone the
earth (or land) was given (for their residence
and government,—in opposition to Job’s
statement in ch, ix, 24,) and no stranger
passed among them ” (or, ‘came among
them,” as a resident or invader). Traditional
maxims of the aneients avowedly introduced
by Eliphaz, as had already been done by Job
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and the other speakers. These ancients the
fathers of ¢ wise men,” who had handed
down their moral sayings to their posterity.
To this posterity belonged Elipbaz himself,
Like Jo]{), a contemporary of Serug and
Reu, the son and grandson of Peleg, in
whose days the earth was divided after the
dispersion (Gen. x. 25). The aneients or
fathers, therefore, probably Noah and his
son Shem, or Noab’s ancestors back to
Adam. The “wise men,” those to whom the
land of Arabia was given as their residence,
viz., the sons of Joktan, the younger son of
Eber (Shem’s grandson), and Peleg’s brother,
by whom Arabia was first populated (Gen.
x. 25— 30). One of these sons of Joktan
pamed Jobab, supposed by some to be the
same with Job. The boast of Eliphaz that
among these “wise men > or sons of Joktan,
“no stranger” or foreigner had ever been
allowed to corrupt their religion and morals.
The glory of the Arabs is their language,
their sword, and their pure blood. The true
religion often corrupted by the mixture of
foreign nations, . Isracl forbidden to make
alliances with the nations around them lest
they should “learn their ways.” The saying
of a heathen poet endorsed by Revelation,
¢ Evil communications corrupt good manners.”
Arabia famed for its wise men. These handed
down to posterity the moral and religious
truth received in like manner from their
fathers.—The true religion propagated by
parents and others carefully instructing the
rising generation in its truths. The obvious
and sacred duty of all who possess it (Ps.
xlviil, 135 1sxviil, 3, 4).

IV. Quotation from the Fathers in
reference to the experience of the un-
godly (verses 20—35).

Noblespeeimen of Oriental poetry. Sublime
and tragieal, and among the most ancient in
the world. A description of unprineipled men
whose only aim is the acquisition of wealth
and power, stopping at no means to obtain
it, and then abusing it to the oppression
of their fcllow-men. Applicable in every

eriod of the world, but more particularly in
its earlier ages, when, as beforc the flood,
“the earth was filled with violence.” The
characters especially such as the ‘‘mighty
men which were of old, men of renown”
(Gen. vi, 4,11—13). Men of the elass of
Cain, Nimrod and Pharach—impious and
daring towards God, cruel and unjust towards
their fellow-men. The application wrong-
fully intended for Job, in order to bring him
to conviction and repentance. The only
ground for the applieation in his circum-
stances, none whatever in his character and
conduet. Joh, onee rich and prosperous, -
was now in great misery through successive
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blows of Divine providence. This sufficient
{iround with Eliphaz for its application. The
doctrine intended by Eliphaz to be conveyed
by it, as to the constant and exclusive attend-
anee of misery npon wickedness in this world,
repeatedly denied by Job (ch. xii. 6; xxi.
7), &e.

The description contains :—

1, The ckaracter of the persons intended.
All sin deserving of punishment, but some
sins more heinous in God’s sight than others.
The persons intended are described as—
(1.) Wicked (verse 20). Men lawless and
unprineipled, of wicked hearts and wicked
lives. A]l men sinuers, but by God’s
Providence and His renewing or restrain-
ing grace, all not wicked sinners.—(2.)
Violent oppressors (verse 20). The dis-
tinctive character of these wicked men.
Their wickedness manifested in their violent
conduct and oppression of their fellow-men.
Their objeet, power and wealth ; their means
of ohtaming them, violence and wrong.
Great warriors and conquerors. Ambitious
chicfs and tyrants. Robbers on a large as
well as a small scale. Particularly described
by Zophar (ch. xx. 19). The -character
which Eliphaz afterwards directly ascribes to
Job (ch. xxii. 6,7,9). A common character
in those early ages, and in the barbarous
and uncivih’seg state of a community.—(3.)
Daring and impious (versc 25). “For he
stretcheth out his hand against God and
strengthencth himself (or, }ﬁays the hero’)
against the Almighty ; he runneth upon him
(véz.,upon God,—rushes on Iim with swiftness
and fury, as Dan. viii. 6), even on his neck
(like a fierce combatant, cager to grapple
with his antagonist in close quarters; or,
‘with his neck,” like a furious bull whose
strength is in his neck and shoulders), upon
(or with) the thick bosses of his bucklers”
(like a band attacking with joined shields).
The language of Pharaoh (Ex. v. 2); of
Sennacherib (Is. xxxvi. 20); of the crucificrs
of Christ (Acts iv. 25—27; Ps.ii. 1). Similar
defiance of the Almighty exhibited by the
Dragon and his angels (Rev. xii. 7). The
character of obstinate and impenitent trans-
gressorsin gencral. Men “ fight against God”
whilc—(i.)gl’crsevering in a course of sin;
(ii.) Opposing God’s cause or Gospel, Ilis
Church, or any of IIis people (Acts v. 39);
(iii.) Contending for an object in opposition
to His will, and by means which He forbids.
Fearful stage in sin when men act as cham-
pions of hell against the God of heaven.
—(4.) Profligate and profune (verse 84).
¢ Hypocrites,” or rather, profanc and pro-
fligate men. Men who neither “fear God
nor regard men.””  No reference intended by
the term in the Old Testament to religious pro-
fession.—(5.) Covetous and unjust (verse 34).

Men givento “bribery.” As rulersand judges,
accepting gifts as the bribe for a favour-
able though unjust sentence. Men who
wronged others by perverting justice in
order to enrich themselves. Aceepted gifis
for the perpetration of wicked ~deeds.—
(6.) Plotters of mischief (verse 85). “They
conceive mischief and bring forth vanity ”
(Margin, “iniquity ). The same character
deseribed, Ps. xxxvi. 4; Prov. iv. 16.
Sins against our neighbour chiefly intended.
Those who do not fear God readily plot against
men.—(7.) Cunning and deceitful (verse 35).
““Their belly (mind or heart, but with re-
ference to conception) preparcth (contrives
or matures) deceit® (for ofkers in order to
their own gain, for tZemselves in their dis-
agfointment of it). Evil ends often attain-
able only by deceit. So Satan and our first
parents; HHaman and the Jews; Jezebel and
Naboth’s vineyard.

2. The temporary prosperity of the persons
intended (verse 27). ¢ Because he covereth
(or, “though he have covered ) his face with
fatness (sec Ps.Ixxiii. 7), and maketh collops
of fat on his flanks ™ (or, ‘hath made fat on
his loins’?. Good living his object. Ilis
god his belly (Luke xvi. 19).—*“ And he in-
habiteth desolate cities (or, ‘and though he
inhabited cities destroyed by him ’* and taken
into his own possession,—condutt ascribed to
Crassus the Roman general), and in houses
which no man inhabiteth (—cmpticd of their
proper inhabitants), which are rcady to be-
come heaps ” (or, * are doomed to ruins >’)—
reminding Job of his own calamity in the
case of his children (ch. i.19). Temporary
success in sin to be followed by ultimate
ruin. The wicked raised for a deeper fall.
Iniquity often like a tree full of blossom, to
be blighted by the frost or blasted by the
lightning.  Prosperous villainy one of the
mysteries of Divine providence.

3. Their subsequent misery. Suffering cor-
responding with sin. This objected to by
Job as to its universal occurrence in this life.
The passage describes—(1.) The inward ex-
perience of the wicked in this life (verse 20,
&ec.). “The wicked man travaileth with pain
(or, “is inwardly tormented’) all his days
(lives a life of anxiety and fear); and the
number of years hidden to the oppressor ”
(or, “and tﬂe number of years,” or “the few
years [which] are laid up for” him), The
whole life of the oppressor comes to be full
of anxiety and alarm under the goad of an
evil conscience. Sin, like a corpse or a
putrid uleer, breeds worms.—A dreadful
sound (Z7eb. ‘a voice of alarms,’—not one
terror but many) is in his ears; in prosperity,
the destroyer (God’s avenging justice, or
some hand of violence as the executioner of
it) shall come upon him” (what actually 9tf_tl;cs
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place, or what the voice of conscience in-
wardly threatens him with). The Avenging
Turics of the heathen expressive of facts in
the experience of the daring transgressor.
The suddenness of the destruction intended,
or the presence of these voices of terror in
the midst of outward quiet and prosperity.
The wnexpectedness of calamity a serious
aggravation of it. “ When they shall say,
Peace and safety,” &ec. (Verse 22).—He
belicveth not that he shall return out of
darkness (that he shall ever escape out of
the misery that threatens or has already
overtaken him,—the language sadly sngges-
tive of Job’s own case) ; aud he 1s waited
for of the sword” (actnally or in his own
apprehension). Besides present evils he
anticipates future ones. The sword of
Damocles hangs over his head at his most
sumptuous feasts. His terrificd imagination
sces a dagger wherever he turns. Only a
violent and bloody death is before his eyes.
““Every onc that findeth me shall slay me.”
Despair of good the greatest evil. A wicked
man has neither ground nor heart to believe
BCar,yl]. Faith a shield against the fiery
arts of the devil; unbelief a shield against
the tender mercies of God. Faith makes
evil good ; unbelief makes good evil.—(Verse
23). ““Ile wandereth abroad for bread, say-
ing, Where is it?” He becomes like Cain,
‘““a fugitive and a vagabond on the carth.”
Job’s fall from afllucnce to poverty might
scem to afford an example. The bread he
has taken from others now fails himself. The
wicked wander for bread when they are rich
as well as when they are poor. The god!
are content in every condition.—*IIe knowet
that the day of darkness is ncar at hand,”—
has the inward conviction that a time of
poverty and calamity will soon overtake him.
Terrible certainty of a guilty conscience.
The Turies brandish in his face their
threatening whip, Conscicnce holds up the
scutence of condemnation beforc his eyes.
The experience which impelled Judas to the
fatal tree. The certainappreliension of future
and speedy Ferdition one prineipal cause of
suicide, Such terrors aided, if not generated,
by the TemFter, who now becomes the Tor-
mentor. The Gospel of the grace of God,
free and immediate forgiveness through the
blood of the cross to the chief of sinners, the
blessed and only remedy in such a case. The
oil of pardoning merey alone able to smooth
that surging sea. Jesus the only Physician
that can minister to that mind discased.
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved,” has already in multitudes
“c’eansed the bosom of that perilous grief
which weighs upon the heart,” and changed
black despair into bright and joyous hope.
“Fear not,onlybelieve,” (Verse 24),— Trou-
06

ble and anguish (—multiplied and infensified
distress, or, outward trouble and inward
anguish) shall make him afraid.” Again too
much resemblance to Job’s case (ch. vi. 4). -
Worse to fear evil than to feel it.—*“They
shall prevail against him’” (or “hem himin”).
Shall break his spirit or end his life. Shall
scare him not only out of his comfort but
out of his senses [Caryl]—* As a king (or
general) ready to the battle.” Trouble and
anguish personified as a general in the midst
of his troops, surrounding the enemy, rushing
on to the attack and overpowering him. The
evil-doer powerless to resist this attack of
outward trouble and inward anguish. Trou-
bles too great to bear, too thick to escape
from, ‘““My punishment is greater than I
can hear.” “The spirit of a man may sus-
tain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who
can bear?” Such an expericnce offen the
result of long-rejected calls to repentance
and offers of mercy (Prov. i. 24—30).

(2) The outward visitatiorn of the wicked.
(Verse29). “Ieshall not be rich (or continue
so,—shall not enjoy his ill-gotten wealth, which
shall “flow away on the day of wrath’),
neither shall his substance continue, neither
shall he prolong the perfection there of
(or ‘extend his possessions, flocks, &e.’)
upon the earth” (or in the land). Ap-
parently another side-glance at Job’s losses.
Ill-gotten goods never lasting.  Siuners
earn wages to put them into a bag with
holes. Xarthly joys, like children’s toys,
easily broken and soon forgotten.—(Verse
30). ““1Ie shall not depart out of darkness”—
shall not escape out of the trouble and
misery that shall overtake him. Endless
misery the just wages of unceasing sin.
—<¢The flame (—lightning or the hot wind of
the desert, cmblems of the wrath of God)
shall dry up his branches (—his prosperity,
more especially his children; another sad
cut for Joh, ch. 1. 16, 19); and by the
breath of his mouth (—the anger of God, com-
parcd to a scorching or a scattering wind)
shall he go away” (retreat as a worsted
combatant, or be whirled away as chaff
or stubble, Ps. i. 4). God’s mere breath
able to sweep away the sinner. Indicates also
the suddenness of the destruction.—(Verse
32). “It (viz. his death) shall be accom-
plished (or, ‘the recompense shall be fully
paid’; or, ‘he shall be cut off’) before his
time, and his branch shall not be green”
(—hischildren shall not survive orprosper, or
his prosperity shall not continue). The
prosperous wicked compared, as in verse
30, to a flourishing tree. So ch. viii. 16,
17; Ps. xxxvil. 35.—(Verse 33). “Ile (the
sinner under the figure of a tree, or God in
his mysterious judgments) shall shake off
his unripe grape as the vine, and shall cast
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off his flower as the olive” (when smitten by
the frost or a pestilential wind). His pros-
perity brought to a suddenand prematureend.
—(Verse 34). “For the congregation of hy-
ocrites ﬂ—the wicked themselves and their
amilies along with them) shall be desolate.”
Neither numbers nor combinations able to
secure the ungodly against God’s judgments.
“Though hand join in hand &c.” Wealth
gathered by man’s unrighteousness often
scattcred by God’s wrath.—* Aud fire shall
eonsume the tabernacles of bribery” (—the
dwellings of corrupt and covetous judges).
Divine judgments shall overthrow their
families, if not their very dwellings, as in the
mind of Eliphaz they had done in the case
of Job’s ehildren (ch. i.19). A literal ex-
emplification in the case of the Cities of the
Plain. Job cruelly made to see, as in a mirror,
his own calamities, and, to intensify their
bitterness, to see them as a judgment of God.

An apparent warning parenthetically in-
troduced in the description by way of per-
sonal asplication (verse 31). “ Let not him
that is deceived trust in vanity (—in his riches,
or in the iniquity whieh has procured them ;
or, let not %im [any man] trust in the
vanity by which he has been deceived): for
vanity (probably used in another sense) shall
be his recompense.” A caution of general
use, but especially intended for poor Job.
The warning suggests the following lessons:
—(1) All carthly possessions vanity, as un-
able to satisfy the soul, and sure to dis-
appoint those who trust in them for happiness.
The creature is vanity, both in its possession
and its promises. Promises—(i.) Satisfac-
tion; (i) Protection; (iii.) Continuance.
Most vain to those who trust in it.—(2)
Those possessions especially vain which
have been dishonestly or violently obtained.
““ The getting of treasures by a lying tongue
is a vanity tossed to and fro o{-them that
seek death” (Prov. xxi. 6).—(3) The cha-
racter of the ungodly to trust in vanity, in
carthly possessions and pleasures which can-

_dissatisfaction, disafpointment.

not satisfy, and in sinful courses which only
end in misery and ruin (Is. lii. 2.) Men
must trust in something, either God or
vanity.—(4) The property of siu to deccive
(Rom. vil. 11). The deceitfulness of sin
(Heb. iii, 13). Deceivableness of un-
righteousness (2 Th. ii. 10). Sin deceives,
as it promises—(i) Pleasure; (ii.) Profif;
(iii.) Impunity. Sin promises all pleasure,
and in tﬁe end robs og) all peace.—(5) Men
apt still to trust in that by which they have
been already deceived (Prov. xxiii. 35).—
(6) All nurenewed men deceived (Tit. iii.
3). He feedeth on ashes; a deceived heart
hath turned him aside (Is. xliv. 20). Satan
the deceiver of the nations (Rev. xx. 38).
Men by nature, since the admission of Satan’s
first great deception, call evil good, and good
evil; put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter (fs. v. 20).—(7) The rccompense
of trusting in vanity is vanity—emptiness,
In indulg-
ing in sin and sinful pleasures men embrace
a cloud. Like the apples of Sodom, dust in
the hand that grasps them iustcad of fruit.
Beautiful soap-bubbles.  Vanity pursued
ends in vanity experienced.—(8) Sin 1n itself
the recompense of sin. Vanity another name
for sin. No greater punishment than to be
given up to one’s own lusts and passions
(Rom. i. 26, 28). The commission of one
sin often punished by being left to the eom-
mission ofanother. Great part of the misery
of the lost the abandonment to the power of
sinful lusts, without any means for their
gratification. Their fire of sinful passions
unquenchable, with no object any longer to
act upon. To sow to the flesh is to reap
corruption. He that is filthy shall, after
death, be filthy still. Sowing the wind, men
reap the wirlwind ; wind, but more boisterous
a.ndp destructive. Sin a serpent, which, sleep-
ing for a time, awakes only to sting and
torment the soul that harboured it.

CHAPTER XVI.
JOB'S SECOND REPLY TO ELIPHAZ.

I. Complaitis of the want of sym-
pathy on the part of his friends (verses
2—5).

L )T/zey gave kimonly verses from the ancients
about the puniskment of the wicked and the
prosperity of the righteous, such as he was
already fumiliar with. (Verse 2).—“I have
heard many such things.” In this, and the
manner in which they did it, they showed
themselves *“ miserable ” (margin, * trouble-
some”) comforters; (b, ‘“comforters of

trouble or mischief””). Professing to come as
comforters, they had turned out tormentors.
Professed comfort_may be only an exaspera-
tion of sorrow. No small sin to “talk to
the grief of those whom God has wounded.”
In speaking to tried ones, we need a tender
heart and a gentle tongue. Easy to irritate
the wound instead of healing it. Words
may either—
¢ Seoreh like drops of burning gall,
Or soothe like honey-dew.” o7
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Deep distress and despondeney not to be
cured by moral and religious aphorisms.- “To
preach of patience is often the very means
of stirring up all impatience” [Maurice].
The tongue of the wise nowhere more needed
than in the house of sorrow. The two re-

quisites for a *‘ comforter’’found in Solomon’s -

virtuous woman: ““She openeth her mouth
with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law
of kindness ”* (Prov. xxxi. 26).

Men are ‘ miserable comforters *’—(1)
When they comfort others with error and
falsehood—as with erroneons views of God,
of His dealings, or of themselves ; *“daubing
with untempered mortar ;” healing the hurt
of the mourner “slightly, saying peace, peace,
when there is no peace ;” (2) When they
direct toimproper means for relief—as drown-
ing the remembrance of the trouble in the
pleasures and pursuits of the world; (3)
When they seek merely to divert the
mourner’s mind from the trouble, or per-
suade him to put away and forget his
sorrow; (4) When they fail to point him to
the true source of comfort—Christ as a
Saviour and sympathizing Friend—the truths
of the Gospel and of the Word of God.
““The waters of Lethe will not change the
nature of sorrow, but the blood of Christ
will.”

To be a true * comforter ” we require—
(1) To be able to sympathize with the
troubled ; (2) To understand, generally, the
meaning and use of trouble. Trouble a part
of our education for heaven, as well as for
the right performance of our dutics on earth,
~—tobe accepted as a message from above—an
angel of mercy sent by the God who is love;
(3) To be acquainted ourselves with the
trath with which we are to comfort others,
and to have experienced in some degree
the power of it on our own hearts;
(4) To possess the spirit and imitate the
conduct of Him whose mission on earth was
to “comfort them that mourn;” (5) To
speak truthfully and suitably to the case,
while we present such views of God and His
dealings as are fitted to impart light and
comfort to the sad and sorrowing.

2. Job’s friends spoke as not realizing his
sorrow. They trcated him either with un-
fecling reproofs, or sometimes with fine
speeches (verse 3). ‘‘ Shall vain words (ZZeb.
‘words of wind,’— airy, empty speeches)
have anend?” The friends had all followed
in the same unprofitable strain. Job returns
the reproach of Eliphaz (ch. xv. 2). Too
much of the spirit of angry retort in these
discussions. The time and ecountry of the
speakers, however, to be remembered. The

ospel of Jesus teaches us to give the * soft
answer that turneth away wrath.”’—¢Or
whgts emboldeneth (or exciteth) thee that

thou answerest ? > No ground or nced for
continuing such specches. Eliphaz had
spoken as a man under excitement. The
style and spirit of his second speech consi-
derably different from that of his first.
LEspecially important for a comforter and in-
structor of others to exercise palience, and not
to lose his temper. No small part of wisdom
to know how we “ought to answer every
man.”  “ Tvery man shall kiss his lips that
giveth a right answer” (Prov. xxiv. 26).
Job's friends found it easy to repeat common-
places, and shake their head.—(Verse 4), “I
alsocould speak asyon do: if (or wouldthat *)
your soul were in my soul’s stead, I eould
heap up words (—string sentences and verses
together) against you, and shake mine head
at you” (—either in condolence or solemn
admonition). Easy for the whole to advise
the sick. The great want in Job’s friends a
genuine sympathy. After the first oriental
outburst of grief at their friend’s calamity,
all was cold, heartless, and even ecruel.
Selfishness the common sin of our fallen
nature—

“The proud, the cold, untroubled hcart of

stone,

That never mused on sorrow but its own.”
In Job’s friends this coldness aggravated, if
not generated, by false religious views and
misinterpretations of Divine Providence.
True rehgion softens ihe heart, and inclines
it to kindness and compassion. A false re-
ligion generally the parent of cruelty.

Job expresses what his own conduct would
be were they in his situation (verse5). “I
would strengthen you with my mouth, and
the moving (or condolence) of my lips should
assuage your grief” (—or perhaps, ironically,
‘I could strengthen you with my mou¢/,” and
give you lip-consolation as you give me,
instead of the “hearty counsel* of a friend,
Prov. xxvii. 9). Job’s actual practice de-
scribed. Acknowledged by Eliphaz himself
to have been a comforter of many (ch. iv.
3, 4). His own testimony as to his manner
of life in the time of his prosperity (ch. xxix.
25 ; xxxi. 18). His friends had dealt in
words which had no weight or foree (ch. vi.
25), and which only tended to exasperate
his sorrow. Hiswords, had their places been
changed, would have strengthened and re-
licved them. Three objects to be aimed at
in comforting those in trouble—(1) To
strengthen them to bear their troublc; (2)
To lighten their grief; (3) To lead them to
the right improvement of their trial. The
last, the object more especially aimed at by
Elihu (ch. xxx. 15—30).

II. Renews his sorrowful eomplaint
regarding his condition (verse 6—16).
His sorrow neither mitigated by speech
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nor silenee (verse 6). “Though I speak my
grief is not assuaged ; and though I forbear,
what am I eased?” Natural for grief to
find relief in words. The troubled spirit also
often calmed by silent meditation. ~Job ex-
perienced neither. No relief found in the
assertion of his innocence or utterance of his
sorrow. He had spoken to God, to his friends,
to himself, yet his grief remained. Had sat
at first in silence many days, and had spent
many silent hours since then. Still no ease
to his trouble. A bad case that yields to no
kind of treatment.

e ascribes his troubles to God (verse 7).
“But now he hath made me weary ¥ (—quitc
exhausted me, or laden me with trouble).
Job’s troubles aceumulated and now of some
continuanee, with as yet no relief. The visit
of his friends, instead of a balm, had proved
a bitterness. All ascribed by Job to God.
Good to eye God’s hand in our troubles,
whoever and whatever may be the instrument
of it. No trial but of His sending. When
Satan was labouring to * destroy ” Joh, it
was only by God’s permission and authority
(eh. ii. 3). The part of a sanetified nature,
to see God in every event of our lot, whether
prosperous or adverse. So David—*Thou
didst it (Ps. xxxix. 9). “Let him curse,
{olr) the Lord hath bidden him > (2 Sam. xvi.

Ile turns from man and addresses his com-
plaint {0 God Himself. ¢ Thou hast.” One
word spoken to God in our trouble better
than a hundred toman. The invitation (Ps.
vi. 15). The resolution (Ps. xli. 8, 9).
Tragie and touching description of Job’s
sorrows. Embraces—

1. The loss of kis funily and alienation of
his friends (verse 7). “Thou hast made de-
solate all my eompany ” (—overwhelmed in
ealamit ally my family, and struek with
astonishment aﬁ my {riends). Difficult to
forbear recurring to grievous visitations and

resent troubles. All Job’s children removed

y one fell swoop. His property gone. Him-
self a mass of Yoathsomc ulcers. His wife
and friends paralysed and alienated by his
calamities, His very scrvants standing aloof
from him (eh. xix. 13—19). A grievous
aggravation of affliction when friends are
alienated and stand a distance from us (Ps.
xxxi. 11 ; xxxviii. 1; Ixxxviii. 18). Theex-
perienee of the Man of Sorrows foreshadowed
in Job’s (Matt. xxvi. 31, 34, 56).

2. Ilis wasted appearance construed by
kis friends info a token of guilf (verse 8).
““Thou hast filled me with wrinkles (or ‘laid
fast hold of me,’ as a person arrested by the
hand of justice), whieh [in the opinion of my
friends] is a witness against me Fthat Iama
guilty man]; and my leanuess (—or *liars,’
%5, néy lie’) rising up in me bearcth

witness {0 my face.” A marred and meagre
visage may testify to our grief, but not to
our guilt. Christ’s visage marred more
than any man’s, and his form more than the
sons of men (Is.lii. 14). Our guilt, not His
own, and our sorrows ecarried by Him as our
Surety, marred His visage and rohbed His
form of eomeliness and beauty (Is. liii. 2, 4).
3. The apprehension of Divine anger in His
troubles (verse 20).  He teareth me in his
wrath who hateth me (ZZed., ¢ his wrath hath
torn and violently opposed me’); he gnasheth
upon me with his teeth: mine enemy
sharpeneth his'eyes upon me ” (or, ‘as my
enemy he glares upon me with his eyes,’—
looks on me with fierce, sparkling eyes, like
an enraged lion, ready to pounce upon his
grey.) The perverted view of God whieh
atan presents, and the flesh is ready to take
under severe and protracted trouble. Sad
that our best Friend should be viewed as a -
relentless foe,~that the God who is love,
should be converted into a furious wild
beast or a wrathful demon. Such a view
on the part of Job Satan’s especial object
at present. His aim to bring him to eurse
God to His face. Satan but showed kimself
to Job, and sought to pass himself off for
God. The bitterest ingredient in a believer’s
{rials, when not love but anger is appre-
hended in them. To see love in a eross
takes out all bitterness; to sce wrath, adds
oison to the dart. David’s prayer—* Re-
uke me, [but] not in thine anger, chasten

.me, [but] not in thy hot displeasure”

(Ps. vi. 1).

4. The bitter hostility of his friends (verse
10). “They have gaped upon me with their
mouth; they have smitten me upon the
cheek reproachfully; they have gathered
themselves together against me?” (as eon-
spirators, to effect my ruin; or, “they bave
attacked me witheombined forees ). Terribly
bitter cup when both God and man—espeeially
our friends and professedly good men—seem
to be turned against us.  The cup given to
Jesus as our Surety. The words of the first
clause of the verse those of the Psalm which
describes His experience on the cross
(Ps. xxii. 13). His cheek literally smitten,
aecording to the propheey (Mic. v. 1;
Matt. xxvi. 67; xxvii. 30; John xix. 3).
Jews and Gentiles, rulers and people, were
gathered together against Him (Aets iv. 27 ;
(Ps. ii. 12). Man’s combined opposition,
joined to a frowning providence, no proof
cither of guilt or Divine displeasure. David’s
prayer: “Let them curse, but bless thou™
(Ps. cix. 28).

5. His apparent abandonment by - God
into "the hands of wicked men (verse 11).
“ God hath delivered me to the ungodly
(Heb., ‘to an cvil one’), and twned e
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over (or, ¢ thrown me down headlong ’) into
the hands of the wicked.” His case, in his
own view, like that of a criminal delivered
over to the exeeutioners of justice; or onc
cast into a gulf or dungeon, as the punish-
ment of lis erime. His friends appeared
to him in {he character, and asaeting towards
him the part, of wicked men. J oh delivered
by God into the hands of an “cvil one” in
a way that hc was not then aware of. Pos-
sibly, however, some glimmering of the
truth as to the immediate agent in his
aflliction. The doetrine of evil spirits, and
of one prominent among “4hem as their
leader, not likely to have been unkunown in
Job’s time. The tradition of man’s temp-
tation and fall widely spread and preserved
in the line of Shem. No uncommon thing
for a child of God to be for wise purposcs
left for a time in the hands of bad men and
bad angels. Divine abandonment the bit-
terest ingredient in the Saviour's cup. The
only thing that extorted a wail of sorrow
from His lips (Matt. xxvii. 46). To be left
in the hands of the wicked was itself a
gricvous aflliction. ‘“ The tender mereies of
the wicked are cruel.” To appear to be
abandoned by God at the same time a
fearful aggravation. The Surcty aetually
delivered into the hands of Satan to be
tempted, and of wicked men to be put to
death (Matt. iv. 1; Acts ii. 23).

6. The sad and sudden reterse in his ex-
perience (verse 12). “I was at ease (—in
tranquillity and prosperity), but he hath
broken mc asunder (or, in pieces, thoroughly
crushed and smashed me as an earthen
vessel) ; I hath also taken me by my neck
[as a wild beast does his prey] and shaken
me to. pieces (—or, dashed me as on the
ground, or agalust a rock), and set me up
for his mark ” (—to shoot his arrows af, as
Saracenic conquerors sometimes did with
their captives, and as his own soldiers did
with Sebastian, the martyr of Gaul). Great
and sudden reverses among the sorest carthly
trials. The remembranee of previous comfort
and prosperity an embittering of present
calamity and suffering. Once none more
happy and prosperous than Job; now none
more afflicted and wretched. No greater
contrast between past and present ex-
perience since Adam and Eve were driven
out of Paradise. Labours for words to
express the grievousness of the Iatter.
Employs. words of double form and inten-
sified meaning. “Broken me asunder,”
‘‘shaken me to pieces.” No mere hurt, but
utter destruction, like that of a glass or an
earthen vesscl dashed to the ground, and
smashed into a thousand pieces, no more to
be united. Children gone ; property lost;
wife alieuated; body covered from head to
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foot with the most gricvous and loathsome
disease that ever afllicted fallen humanity ;
mind harassed, depressed, distracted; slecp
taken away ; what sleep obtained made more
wretehed than the absence of it by horri-
fying dreams; his sincerity and piety more
than suspected by his friends, in consequence
of his sufferings; and his bruised spirit
worried and irritated by their flippant and
worldly arguments, to convinee him that he
must not be the man he had been taken to
be, and that to be delivered from his troubles
he must repent and scek God. And of all
these overwhelming reverses, God Himself,
whom lie had diligently and faithfully scrved,
the Author! High and important object
that for which God could do such violence to
His nature in thus dealing with a faithful
servant!  Transcendently glorious end in
view, when He still more terribly bruised
His faithful and well-beloved Son ! p
7. A tragically sublime cnlargement on his
treatment at the Divine hand (versc 13).
“ His archers (or ¢his mighty ones,” perhaps
¢ his darts>—the many ealamities witf: which
God had visited and was still visiting him)
compass me round about: he cleaveth my
reius asunder (—attacks me in the most vital
parts, and infliets on me deadly wounds), and
doth not spare: he pourcth out my gall
upon the ground >’ (—His strokes of themost
fatal kind, leaving no hope oflife). No pity
shewn in dealing with His servant, but all
kinds of severity inflicted. Sometimes God
appears to lay aside His attribute of mercy,
even in dealing with His own. So in visiting
Jerusalem for her sins: “Thou hast not
itied”” (Lam.iii. 43). ThusGod *“spared not
is own Son.”—(Verse 14). ¢ He breaketh
me with breach upon breach ;”—is continually
dealing new blows, like a storming party
attacking the walls of a fortress—is always
inflicting new griefs. So David's complaint :
“Deep calleth unto deep ; all thy waves and
thy billows have gone over me,”—one after
another in rapid sueeession” (Ps. lxii. 7).
Oune severe trial often found almost sufficient
to erush us. Ordinarily, ““in the day of the
rough wind,” He “stayeth the east wind.”
Rarely, as with Job, arc heavy strokes re-
peated, successive, and accumulated. Such,
however, the expericnce of Jesus in the last
liours of His earthly life. From the traitor’s
kiss to His dying cry upon the cross, *“bruised
and put to grief” by God, devils, and men ;
smitten in soul and body with one wound
after another, till at last reproach broke His
heart, and He was brought to the dust of
death. And all this, while standing in your
place, reader, and mine.—* He runneth
upon me likc a giant,” or, “as a warrior,”
sword in liand, with strength and fury, Ap-
palling climax! Terrible experience for a

?
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child of God. Awful situation of an im-
penitent and Christless soul. “A fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.” If these things be done inthe green
tree, what shall be done in the dry?

8. The effect of this severity on the part of
God (verse 15). “T have sewcd sackeloth
upon my skin.” Sackcloth, a garment of
coarse e{oth worn by mourners and penitents.
Probably assumed by Job after the death of
his children, and continued ever since. Worn
next to the person, and now adhering to his
skin through the purulent matter issuing
from his ulecers. God’s providence able very
soon to ehange our silk into sackeloth.
—< And defiled (or thrust) my horn in the
dust,”—like a noble animal spent with fatigue
or overpowered in conflict. Job now literally
in the dust. His place still among the
ashes. His condition one of the deepest
misery. His experience that of sorrow and
humilation. The horn an emblem of
strength and dignity. Job, as a prince or
emir, naturally speaks of his “horn.”” Easy
with God to hring the loftiest horn to the
dust. Witness Haman, Nebuchadnezzar,
Wolsey, Masaniello, the fisherman-saviour
of Naples. Soon “high ambition lowly laid.”
(Verse 16).— My face is foul (or reg) with
weeping.” Job no stoic. Iis eye poured
out tears to God (verse 20). Manly to weep
from a suflicient cause. Jesus wept. It is
only sin which makes men callous and
insensible. True religion neither makes men
stones nor stoics. “Scorn the proud man
that is ashamed to weep.”— And on mine
eyelids is the shadow of death.” A speedy
dissolution anticipated as the result of his
ealamities and disease. The dimness of
death already appearing to him to scttle on
his eyes. Nyow viewed hinself as a dying
man (eh. xvii. 1.) Figuratively also, deep
and continued sorrow clouded his cyes as
with the dimness of death. The effeet of
grief and tears an the sight frequently eom-
plained of in the Psalms (Ps. vi.7; xxxi. 9;
xxxviil. 10.  See, also, Sam.v. 17). Faustus,
son of Vortigern, said to have wept himself
blind for the abominations of his parents.

ITI. Re-asserts his imnocence and
integrity (verse 17).

“ Not for any injustice (or, ¢ althongh,’—
or, connecting with what follows,—¢ because
there is not any violence’) in mine hands ;
also my prayeris pure.”” Maintains that his
sufferings were neither on account of wrong
done to his neighbour or hypoerisy towards
God. The two charges alleged orinsinuated
against him by bhis friends. The gist of
their speeches to shew that he must have
made himself rich by oppression, or had
abused his riches {o the injury of his neigh-

bour, and that the justice of God now over-
took him for his crimes. This conduet to-
wards man necessarily implied that his pro-
fession of religion towards God had been
false and hollow. Job maintains, like Paul,
that he had exercised himself in having a
conscience void of offence both towards God
and towards man. “Prayer” here put for
religion or religious duties in general—his
duty towards God. A great part of religion
consists in prayer or in communion with the
Tather of our spirits. Divine worship an ap-
proach of the soul to the merey-seat. Job
a man of prayer, contrary to the allegation
of his friends (ch. xv. 4). A prayerless
man is a2 man without religion and without
God. Job speaks of

Prayer

as a matter of course, as a thing #afural for
a man. As natural for a man to pray as for
an infant to utter cries to its mother. The
natural instinct of a babe towards its
earthly parent a picture of that in a human
soul towards its heavenly one. Because
natural, prayer is wniversal. Prager to
Deity 1n some form -or other the language
of man wherever found. The most degraded
still sometimes prays, and pays respect to
prayer when offered by another. Prayer
a thing of the spirit, unconfined to time, or
place, or form. In prayer, however, as in

. other things, the spirit seeks owfward cx-

piression—in the lips, and the posture of the
body, as bended knees, uplifled hands, &e.
Prayer either public, solemn, formal, or pri-
vate,—in the family, the closct, everywhere.
“T will that men pray everywhere.’  Nehe-
miah prayed in the glittering banquet-hall
while presenting, according to lis office, the
wine-eup to his royal master. Especial
prominence given in the Bible to zwited

rayer (Matt. xviii. 19; Acts xii. 5, 12).

rayer to be made for ofkers as well as for
ourselves. Job anintercessor (ch.1. 5; xlii. 10).
Putterns for prayergiven everywhere through-
out the Seriptures. Especially found in
“lhe Lord’s Prayer.”” The first part of this

. Divine form of devotion consists in three

petitions for God himself—for God’s glory,
His kingdom, and His pleasure ; the seeoud
part, in the remaining four, for ourselves and
our neiyhbour. Of these four, the first is for
temporal benefits ; the second and third for
spiritual ones ; and the fourth and last, for
both combined.

Job declares that his prayer was * puwre.”
Prayer ““ purc” when offered with a sincere
heart and purc conscience. More particu-
larly—

15.’ When zot in lypoerisy or “out of
feigned lips**; when with the kewré and not
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merely the lip or outward posture (Is. xxix.
13 ; Matt. xv. 8).

9. When not accompanied with the practice
of sin. The sacrifice of the wicked an
abomination to the Lord (Prov. xv. 8; li.
27 ; xxviii. 9)  “If I regard iniquity in my
heart the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. Ixvi.
17). . Men to lift up “ Zoly hands.”

3. When for right objects and from right
motives. *Ye ask and receive not, because
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon
your lusts” (James iv. 3).

4. When addressed to the only true God
(Ps. Ixv. 2). .

5. When presented iz @ way according to
Iis own will, not through images or pictures,
or with superstitious and humanly devised
practices (Col. ii. xviii. 22).

6. When offered with right disposition
and feelings, with benevolence and forgive-
ness of injuries. ¢ Lifting up holy hands,
without wratk” (1 Tim. ii. 8§). “ When ye
stand praying, forgive ” (Mark xi. 25).

7. When made with kunility through the
one Mediator, and with fuith in Ilis afoning
sacrifice. ““'To this man will T look who is
poor aud of a contrite spirit ” (Is. Ixvi. 2).
“There is one God and one Mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus,”
*“No man cometh to the Father but by me ”
(1 Tim. ii. 5; John xiv. 6). DBolduess
givento enter into the holiest of all by the
Ulood of Jesus (Heb. x. 19).

IV. Apostrophizes the earth in an
impassioned prayer that his innocence
may he made manifest (verse 18).

QO earth, cover not thou my blood, and
let my ery have no place” (of concealment,
or hindrance in its access to God’). Perhaps
connected with the preceding : ¢ Because I
am innocent, let this be the case.’”” Job,as
an undescrving sufferer, regards himself as
one whose blood is innocently shed. Pro-
bable reference to Abel’s murder (Gen.
iv. 10, 11). The narrative or document
containing it well known to Job. The
shedder of Job’s blood either the imme-
diate agent in his sufferings, or his friends
who so cruclly persecuted him. Murder
easily and often committed without actual
shedding of blood. Parents often murdered
by the unkindmess of their children, and
wives by the harsh treatment of their
husbands. Words and looks kill as well as
blows. Blood shed inwardly as well as
outwardly,—shed where no eye sces it but
God’s.

Job’s prayer heard. His innocence and
his friends’ unkindness at length revealed.
No innocent blood always covered. “Murder
will out ” and be revenged. The blood of the
s]ailghtercd ITuguenots visited on Charles IX.,

2

who died iu a bloody sweat, erying : “What
blood! what blocd!”—and still visited in
the wars and revolutions of France. A day
coming when the earth shall disclose her
blood,”—the blood innocently shed on it
and kept by it against a future day, aud
shall “nomore cover her slain” (Is. xxvi. 21).
Earth covers innocent blood till God uncovers
and revenges it. Arabs say the dew never
rests on a spot that has been wet with it.
The innocent blood of the erucified One still
speaks in heaven. Led to the sacking and
burning of Jerusalem, with tlie slaughter and
dispersion of its people. Is still visited on
the outeast impemtent shedders of it.
Speaks pardon and peace to all who, as
guilty, take refuge in it as their only atone-
ment and hope. 3 X

The “cry”’ of the helpless and oppressed
never unheard. No place on earth able to
hide it from God. Enters from the most
humble and wretched hovel into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth (James v. 4).

Y. Job’s consolation (verse 19, 20).

1. In God’s consciousness of his innocence
(versel9). “Alsonow(—besidesthetestimony
of my own consciousuess; or, ‘even now,’
in the midst of these calamities and suffer-
ings), behold (—strange as you may deem
my assertion) my witness (—ge who can and
will bear testimony to my innocence) is in
heaven, and my record (—the eye-witness of
my upright life) is on high,” Job’s integrity
already testified to by God in a way he was

_not aware of. The comfort of the righteous

under oppression, that God is witness not
only of their suffering, but of their integrity.
God’s great all-seeing eye the terror of the
sinner, the comfort of thesaint. The Eye-
Witness in leaven will one day speak out on
earth (Matt. xxv. 31—45). A grievous trial
for a good man to lie under suspicion of
hypoerisy, especially with good men, His
comfort in the record on high,—the Ejye-
Witness unseen, but seeing all.

2. In kis constant tearful waiting wupon
God (verse 20), “My friends scorn me
(IIeb., ‘my mockers are my friends’), but
mine eye poureth out tears unto God.” One
of Job’s great trials, that those who should
have befriended and comforted him only
mocked him, by dealing in wordy harangues
and persuasions to repent in order to de-
liverance from his overwhelming troubles.
His comfort in being able to turn from them
to God. While his ear was stunned with
their unfeeling reflections, his eye was
ouring out tears to Him in whom- ¢the
atherless findeth merey.” A reliefin trouble
to be able to weep, much more in being able
to weep to God, Tears wept to God do not
scald, but cool. The misery of the world,
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that they cither do not Weeg in trouble, or
do not weep to Ilim who is able both to pity
and help them. Every tear wept to God put
into His bottle. God’s lachrymatory con-
stantly filling with the tears of the sorrow-
ful wept into His bosom. A day coming
when each tear treasured up in it will
sparkle as a gem in the mourner’s crown.
Prayers and tears the weapons of the saints.
While the eye pours out tears to God, God
pours in comfort and strength unto the soul.
With God the eyc pleads as effectually as the
lips. The tcarful eye an eloquent pleader
when the tongue is unable to utter a word.
Tears wept to God have a voice that He who
secs them well understands. Thosc blessed
troubles that open the sluices for tears to be
poured out to God. Believers weep with
their face to God, the world with their back
to Him. Precious gracc that enables aman
to take his griefs and weep out his tears to
God. The trouble that drives unbelicvers
farther from God is only driving a believer
nearer to Him ; as the wiud that drives one
mariner farther from home is wafting another
nearer to it. The magnet, amid all the com-
motions of the earth, and sea, and sky, still
keeps pointing to the north,

VI. His longing desire to have his
case tried hefore God (verse 21).

¢ O that one might plead for a man with
God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour »
(or, €O that a man might plead,’ or simply as
expressing the subject of his prayer,—¢that
a man,—viz., himself,—might plead with God
as a son of man with his neighbour’). Job’s
constant desire, from a consciousness of his
integrity, to plead his canse with God
(ch. 1x.,¥9, 32—-35). His aim not to establish
liis sinlessness, but his sincerity. His desire
not to plead with God in reference to his
personal acceptance with Him, but in refer-
cnce to the particular matter and cause of
his present sufferings. It is our happiness
that we have not to plead our case with God
as righteous persons, but as sinners. Even
Job unable to answer God for one of a
thousand charges he could bring against
him (ch. ix., 3). It is the comfort of the
Gospel—(1) That a sinner does not need to
plead with God in order to establish his
righteousness ; God justifies the wngodly
who belicve in His Son ; (2) That receiving
Christ as a Saviour we have one ‘who con-

stantly pleads for us.  In Christ we have an
Advocate who is God Himsclf while our
Brother,—the Man who is Jehoval’s Fellow
(Zech. xiii. 7.) Our God-man Advocate
pleads not our innocence, but His obedience
unto death, as the ground of our justifiea-
tion. Exhibits before the Nivine tribunal
not our fears, but His own &lood. Mentions
in the 1plcz;x not our works, but our faith in
Himself.

The reason for Job’s earnest desire (verse
22).— When a few ycars arc come (or * for
the years numbered to me,’ or, ¢ my few years
have come,’ 7.e., to an end), then shall I go
whenee I shallnot return.”” The apprehension
of ap}]roaching death now always present
with Job. His great desire that his cause
might be tried and his innocence declared
before he left this world. Elsewhere he
comforts himself with the assurance that
even if death should intervene, God would
vindicate his character and manifest his in-
nocence (ch. xix., 25—27). Natural to
desire to sec it done while living. Sad fora
good man to die with a cloud of suspicion
resting on his character,—Things which each
ought to be earnest and diligent to have done
before we go “whence we shall not return.”
(1) Our own acceptance with God made surc.
(2) The salvation of our children secured.
(3) Our family and affairs rightly ordered.
(4) Peace and reconciliation sought with all
men. (5) Duties towards our family, friends,
and neighbours discharged. ¢ Whatsoever
thy band findeth to do, do it with thy might”

- (Becles. ix. 10).

Solemn enquiry : “ When a few years are
come,’”’ where shall I be, and what shall be
my dplacc and experience ? Like Job, I shall
be done with a present world. Its joys and
sorrows, its cares and anxieties, will have
ccased with me for ever. Shall I be enjoying
a better state? Have I a house not made
with hands, eternalinthe heavens ? Have I
an interest in Christ, so as to be able to
say: “To me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain?” Do I know that God is the
strength of my heart now, and that Ile shall
be my portion for ever ? That He will guide
me with His counsel while here, and after-
wards receive me to glory ¥ While my body
is mouldering in the grave, shall my spirit he
mingling in the songs of saints and sera-
phim before the throne? Am I already
washed in the blood of the Lamb ?

: CHAPTER XVIIL
CONTINUATION OF JOB’S REPLY TO" ELIPHAZ.

I. Bemoans his dying condition
(verse 1). 1

*My breath is corrupt (or, “my spirit or”

vital energy is destroyed ’), my days are ex-
tinct (or, extinguished, as a lamp or taper
whose flame is expiring), the gmv{i} Sm-e
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rcady for me” (or, the place of graves,or
chambers of the tomb, are destined for me,
—Heb., ‘are for me,’ or, “are mine’). Job
takes a calm but gloomy view of his con-
dition. Now views himself always as a
dying man, Speaks the language of dee

despondency.  Vital powers exhausted.
Energy of spirit  broken. The lamp of
lifc all but extinguished. His only ex-
pected home the grave. This mentioned
now—(1) As his reason for desiring to have
his case speedily tried and his character
vindicated; (2) In opposition to the flat-
tering prospect held out by his friends as
the result of his repentance. Observe—

1. Good for us frequently to take a calm
view of our condition as mortal and dying
men. Philip of Macedon kept a person for
the sole purpose of daily reminding him of
his mortality. Sad to be surprised by the
summons ofy death, like the rich fool (Liuke
xii. 20). A good man, able, like Job, to chant
his own dirge, both in the midst of life’s joys
and sorrows.

2. True in reference to euch what Job says
of himself—

¢The graves are ready for me,”

(1) Death is appointed to us. The lot of
all but those who shall be living at the Lord’s
appearing. The sentence of death entailed
on Adam’s offspring as well as himself
(Rom. v. 12). Death an enemy which all
have to meet. No discharge in that war.
"The grave the home appointed for all living.
Death a visitor whom no wealth can bribe,
no power resist, no artifice elude.—(2) Death
is zear to us. * But a step between me and
death.”” Death or the Lord’s appearing not
far from each of us. The grave prof)ably
much nearer both to reader and writer than
to Job, when uttering these words. Job after
this lived a hundred and forty years. Our
cntire life probably not more than half this
amount.  ““ Where is to-morrow? 1In
another world. For numbers this is
certain.”” Death probably much nearer to us
than we think. Uses tobe made of this fact :
—(i.) To make careful preparation for death.
‘While the body enters the grave the spirit
enters the invisible and eternal world.
Prepare to meet thy God.—(ii.). To make
right use of time while it lasts. Much to
be done, and but a short time to do it in
(Eccles. ix. 10).—(iii.). To sit loose to the
things of a present world. The world to be
used, buf not abused or used eagerly as if
our all (1 Cor. vii. 29). * Why all this
toil for triumplis of an hour P’—(iv.). To
examine faithfully our views and prospects
in regard to the grave. How do I regard

it?  With comfort or with dread? Is the
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prospeet of it a gloomy or a pleasant one f
To the believer to die is gain, because to de-
part is to be with Christ. To Him, the
grave is only “a dark lattice letting in
eternal day,” the avenue

“To festive bowers,
Where nectars sparkle, angels minister,
And more than angels share.”

Am I prepared for my final resting-place?
Are my accounts made straight with God?
Am I at peace with my Maker? Are my
sins cancelled with the blood of Jesus ?

II. Job complains of the eonduet of
his friends (verse 2).

“Are there not mockers (or mockings)
with me? Doth not mine eye continue
(Heb., remain all night) in their provoca-
tion?” Cutting words and cruel reproaches
not easily banished. ~ What the eye sees
and the ear hears by day, the thoughts
dwell upon by uight.  Such, with Job, the
unkind looks and bitter words of those who
should now have been his comfort. These
things now his “sorrowful meat* (ch. vi. 7).
The conduct of his friends one great part of
his aflliction. “Man is to man the sorest,
surest ill.” Instead of sympathy to soothe his
sufferings, Job had only scorn to aggravate
them. Such painful experience, especially
from friends, happily the lot of few suf-
ferers. Yct that of the Man of sorrows
standing in our room. Complained of by Him
as one of his kecnest trials (Ps. xxii. 7;
Matt. xxvii. 39). “The contradiction of
sinners against himself >’ mentioned as the
burden of his sufferings (Heb. xii. 4). His
heart broken by reproach (Ps. Ixix. 20). In
proportion to the swectness of true friend-
ship and sympathy in sorrow, is the bitter-
ness of the want, and especially the opposite,
of it. TFriendship the  wine of life ;”” un-
kind reproaches from professed friends,
especially in trouble, distilled wormwood.

III. Earnestly beseeches God to
grant a speedy trial of his case
(verse 3).

“Lay down now (or, ‘give a pledge, I
pray thee’; put me in a surety with thee
(or, ‘give,” or, be surety to me [in this
controversy of mine] with thee,’—that thou
wilt afford me a trial and act as a party);
who is he that will strike hands with me?*
(or, ¢ who else is there that will,” &c.,—that
is able to enter into the controversy? or, who
is there, when sueh a pledge is given me by
Thee, that will enter into the controversy
with me ? I will challenge anyone to prove
me a wicked dissembler). Always the great
burden of Job’s desire to have his case
fairly tried. The result and evidence of his
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conscions integrity. The most painful
part of his suffering, that he was treated as a
wicked man, and, in consequence of that
treatment, was regarded as sueh by his
friecnds. A good man’s name more precious
to him than life. The cutting taunt of
David’s enemies, and those of David’s anti-
type in trouble, where is now thy God ? (Ps.
xhi. 10; Matt. xlvii. 41—43).  Christ
csteemed by His encmics, ¢ stricken,
smitten by God, and afllicted,” as a man
under God's displeasure, and suffering for
his sins (Is. lili. 4). For the consolation
of anxious souls, God has given what Job
desired, His promise and His oath (Heb.
vi. 17, 18). These given, not that they shall
have their case tried, but that, on accepting
Christ as their substitute and rizhteonsness,
they shall be accepted as rightcous with
God, justas they are. God Himself a surety
to such that no evil shall befal them (Ps.
cxix 122). David’s comfort that God had
made with him an everlasting covenant (2
Sam. xxiii. 5). Christ provided by God as
the surety of that covenant (Heb. vii. 22).
The Divine pledge that on receivicg Him,
no good thing shall be witheld from us
(Rom. viii. 32).—The reason for Job’s
request (ver. 4) “For thou hast hid their
heart from understanding (withheld from his
friends the wisdom and intelligence necessary
to (ﬂlalify them for giving a right judgment
in his case, or to make them sunccessful
parties in the controversy) ; therefore shalt
thou not exalt them” (as righteous judges,
or as those who have had the better in the
case). A two-fold ground of Job’s request
for a fair trial of his case by God Himself—
(1) The incapacity of his friends to judge in
the matter; (2) His consciousness of
his innocence, and that in the con-
troversy he will gain the cause.
Job called to wage a double controversy—
(1) As against God, in His appearing to
afflict him as a wicked man; (2) Asagainst
his friends, in their charging him with being
such.

Observe—

1. The highest “understanding” to
judge correctly between right and wrong in
principle and conduct, and rightly to inter-
pret God’s dealings and dispensations with
men.  No understanding as to moral and
spiritual subjects, but as the gift of God.
With God either to give or withhold this
understanding (Matt. xi. 25). A measure
of it given to all men (John i. 9). That
measure capable of being increased or di-
minished. Pl‘he increase or diminution ac-
cording to the improvement made of it,
and the means employed for increasing it.
“To him that hath,” &c. ‘e that
walketh with wise men shall be wise.”

—The want of a clear and correct moral
judgment the consequence of sin. A
dim a{)erception and unsound judgment in
moral and spiritual things one of the na-
tural, as well as judicial, cffects of trans-
ression. The most upright, not the most
earned, the most capable of forming a cor-
rect judgment on great moral questions.
The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him. “ A good understanding have all
they that keep thy testimonics.”

2. The true “exaltation” that which
comes from God (Ps. Ixxvi. 5—7; Dan. iv.
37). The possession and exercise of a
sound moral judgment the ground of exalta-
tion with God as of commendation with
men (Prov. xil. 8)., Prejudice and par-
tiality in judging of an individual’s state
and character a serious ground of Divine
displeasure. Harsh and uncharitable judg-
ment of and conduct towards a faithful
and suffering scrvant of His the object of
His disapprobation. Hence—(1) The fre-
quent demunciations in the Psalms in re-
ference to David’s encmies and persccutors;
(2) The fearful judgments made to follow
the Jewish nation for their treatment of
God’s righteous servant, their own Messiah.
Job’s friends not only not “exalted” by
God, but deeply humbled and abased by
Him in the end (ch. xlii. 7, 8). The enemies
and persecutors of Christ and His eause
ultimately clothed with shame (Ps. exxxii).
A bad cause only for a time apparently tri-
umphant. “ Magna est veritas,” &e.

IV. A denunciation against trea-
cherous and unfaithful friends (verse 5).

“He that speaketh flattery to his
friends (or the man who betrays his friends
to [become a] spoil or prey; who deserts
and betrays his friends from selfish con-
siderations) the eyes of his children shall
fail;» his sin s so grievous in the
sight of God that it shall be visited not
only on himself, but on his children. The
treacherous and unfaithful conduct of Job’s
friends already the subject of his sorrowful
complaint (ch. vi. 15—27). Observe—(1)
Treachery and unfuilhfulness on the part of
professed friends one of the most culling
trials with men, and the most condemning
sins with God.  These concentrated
in the conduct of Judas Iscariot. The
frequent complaint of David, and the
painful experience of David’s antitype (Ps.
xl. 9, lv. 12; John xiii. 18). (2) Some sins
more heinous in themselves and more disas-
trous in _their consequences than others.
(3) Sim in many cases enlails ils consequences
on a man’s children as well as on himself.
Gehazi’s sin followed by the infliction of
Naaman’s leprosy on himself and his pos-
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terity for ever. On the other band, the
virtuous conduct of parents entails a bless-
ing on their offsprings. So the faith of
Abraham, the zeal of Phinehas, the piety
of Obed-Idom. In the text, Job retorts
upon his friends their eruel allusion to his
children’s calamity (ch. v. 4; viiil, 4; xv.
30). Not only speaks according to the Old
Testament  platform, but announces a
general law In God’s moral governgnent.
"fhe eonsequenees of parents’ sins upon
their children often natural and in the ordi-
nary course of Divine Providence; at the
same time judicial, whatcver may be the
instrumcnta{ity or natural causes.

Y. Returns to his own distressed
condition. »

1is sufferings the cause of the suspicion
resting upon his character. Mentions—

1. The contempt to which his circum-
stances exposed him (verse 6). “He (ie.
God—frequently spoken of without being
named) hath made me also a by-word (or
proverb) of the people; and aforetime I
was as a tabret? ?or, “and I am become an
object to spit before,” or, ““ to spit at in the
face ). istressing contrast. Formerly
the object of universal reverence and re-
spect ; now of public contempt and insult
(ch. xxx. 10). To spitat or in the presence
of another still a common mode of showing
contempt among the Arabs. Mahommedans
often thus exhibit their contempt of Chris-
tians. Trouble greatly aggravated by con-
trast with former prosperity. Contempt a
bitter ingredient in a noble-minded man’s
eup of sorrow. A frequent subject of com-
plaint in the Psalms (Ps. xxii. 6, 7; xxxv.
15, 16 ; Ixix. 7, 11, 12, 19; exxiii. 3, 4).
The experience of the Man of Sorrows
(Matt. xxvil. 28, 29, 41—44; Is. liii. 3).
Jesus, like Job, spit upon by the rabble (Is.
1. 6; Matt. xxvi. 67 ; xxvii. 30).

2. The effect of grief upon his physical
Srame (verse 7). ““Mine eye also isdim by
reason of sorrow, and all my members (or
features) are as a shadow.” The eye
dimmed by weeping and nervous exhaustion,
The emaciation consequent on protracted
sorrow still more common. Grief preys on
the whole frame. Digestive organs retarded
in their operation; nutrition at a stand.
Job’s case (eh. xix. 20):; David’s com-
plaint (Ps, xxii. 17). Sothe prophet repre-
senting the Jewish Church in its trouble
(Ps. cil. 5; Sam. iv. 8). Job’s trouble now
of some continuance. The change in his
appearance already sueh as to render him
scarcely recognizable by his friends (eh. ii.
12). The Man of Sorrows, when little above
thirty, spoken of as “not yet fifty years old”
(John viil. 57). Job already a “by-word,”
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or proverb, of suffering or sorrow. Pro-
bably regarded as an example of the justiee
of God overtaking a secret transgressor, and
of the sudden overthrow of those who have
made themselves rich. Similar experience
of David as a type of the Messiah (Ps. Ixix.
11). Job now for thousands of yecars a
proverb of patience. Iis tears already
gems.  “Our sorrow the inverted image of
our nohleness; perhaps, also, the measure
of our sympathy ** [Carlyle]l. In Job threc
superlatives combined—nobleness of mind
and character; trouble, with grief as its
natural effect ; patience, at lcast for a time,
in enduring it.

VI. The confemplated effeet of his
sufferings on others.

This twofold—

1. The encouragement of suffering inno-
cence (ver. 8). ‘“ Upright men shall be
astonished at this [so aggravated is suffering
in an innocent man, who yet mamtains
his integrity under it]; and the innocent
[encouraged by my example] shall stir
up himself -against the hypocrite (or
ungodly man).”  Probably contemplates
the effect, not merely of his suffering,
but of the future public vindication
of his character, at times confidently an-
ticipated (ch. xix. 25—29; xxiil. 10).
Hence, another rcason for wishing a specdy
decision of his case. Job’s experienee an
encouragement to all suffering believers—
(1) Not to be surprised if overtaken by
signal affliction. God’s dealings with His
people often dark and mysterious. Suffer-
Ing saints Asapl’s perplexity (Ps. lxxiii.
10—15). (2) Not to wonder if subjected
to misapprehension and suspicion even with
good men. Job’s antitype also an object of
astonishment on account of unparalleled
sufferings borne with unparalleled patience
(Is. 1ii. 11; liii. 7) The support given to
believers under suffering often_an astonish-
ment to themselves, as well as admiration to
others. Astonishing trials bring astonishing
consolations and deliverances. The antici-

ated result of Job’s sufferings rcalized as
ong as there shall be suffering believers in
the world. The encouragement of such
one great object of the book. Job read by
the early Clllurch every year in Passion-
week. The subject of frequent meditation
with the Man of Sorrows—Job’s great anti-
type. One means of building up his man-
hood and preparing him for patient suffer-
ing. Job the example of suffering paticnce
especially for the Old Testament Church,
as Jesus is for the New (Heb. xii. 2, 3.
As the result of Job’s sufferings, the pious
should “stir up himself * against the profane,
however prosperous in this world; not
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against their persons, but their principles
and practice. Saints to love the sinner but
to hate and oppose his sin. Observe—(1)
The duty of believers to siir themselves up
(Is. Iziv. 7). Godliness requires energy and
zeal for its maintenance and practice, This
especially in times of persecution, of gene-
ral backsliding and apostacy, or of prevailing
Inkewarmness and worldliness. Noc small
matter to hold on against prosperous ungod-
liness. (2) The eflect of-God’s providential
dealings with His church and people often
very different from whut is and might be ex-
pecled. God makes both the wrath of man
and the sufferings of the saints—even their
sins—to praise Him. The blood of the
martyrs the seed of the Church. Hopeful’s
eonversion due to Faithful’s martyrdom.
(3) 4 mark of sincerity to. lake parl wilh
suffering piety. The case of Nicodemus
and Joseph of Arimathea. Believers at
Rome waxed confident through Paul’s bonds
(Phil. 1. 14).

2. Encouragement lo perseverancein Godli-
ness (verse 9). ““The righteous also shall
hold (or take firm hold) on his way, and he
that is of clean hands shall be stronger and
stronger.”” The example of perseverance in
one an important means of promoting it in
others. « God’s wisdom and kindness in pro-
viding such an example as Job at so early a

eriod of the world. Men more influenced
y example than abstract reasoning or simple
recept. The value of biography. Hence the
arge proportion of the Bible occupied with
the life and history of individuals. Patient
suffering a powerful sermon.

Perseverance in Holiness -

The great duty of believers. Not without
strenuous effort. Much to discourage and
oppose. The current of the world and the
flesh to swim against. Prineipalities and
owers to.be resisted. Many adversarics.
he epistle to the Hebrews written to
strengthen believers to hold on their way.
Perseveranee -the test of sincerity (1 John,
ii. 19). ““The path of the just as the shining
light, shining more and more unto the perfect
day.” Promised to believers (Phil. i. 6).
The source of it, the power of God; the
means, faith (1 Pet. i. 5). God’s printing
done with fast colours. God able to keep
His people, and as willing as He is able.
Christ both the Author and Finisher of our
faith. Believers not of them that draw back
unto perdition (Heb. x. 39 ; xii. 2).

The godly, from Job’s sufferings, not only
to hold on their way, but to become “stronger
and stronger” (Heb., “add strength ™).
Not only perseverance the duty and mark of
believers, but

Growth,

Growth in holiness God’s will—* Grow
in grace.” Provision made for it—*He
giveth more grace.” The ohject of Clrist’s
advent that we ¢ might have Jlife, and havcit
more abundantly.” ~ Believers to be adding
—“add to your faith virtue or courage,
&ec.” ¢ From strength to strength.” Must
either advance or retrograde. The cha-
racter of those who grow—“He that is of
clean hands.” Clean hands the index and
result of a clean heart. Hands only clean
when waslied by faith in the blood of cleans-
ing. Growth necessary. New strength for
new and sorer trials, new and harder duties,
new and severer battles. Means of growth
—(1) Waiting on the Lord in prayer and
otherwise (Is. xl. 30, 31). (2) Converse
with the word of God, the food of the soul
(1 Pet. ii. 2). (3) Faith in Christ as our
strength and life (Heb. xii. 2). (4) Fellow-
ship with God’s faithful servants, and
espeeially Christ himself (Prov. xiii. 20).
(5) Contemplation of Christ’s glory. His
character, and His cross (2 Cor. iu. 18).
(6) Exercise and improvement of the grace
already given—To him that hath, &e.”
(7) Discipline of Divine providence. Strength
of religious principle heightened by suffering
and trial. Tried grace is growing grace. The
more Israel were afflicted in Egypt, “the
more they grew.”

VIL Job’s dismission of his friends
(verse 10).

““But as for you all (contrasting them with
the upright innocent persons just mentioned),
do ye return and come now (return again,
i.e., to the discussion—spoken ironically;
or, return and depart, ze., to your own
home).”” The reason of this dismission of
them twofold :—

1. The want of wisdom they had manifested.
“For I do not find one wise man among
you.” Want of capacity shown for the office
they had undertaken. liad all proved them-
selves ““ miserable comforters,” *physicians
of no value.” Had either applied Ead reme-
dies or misapplied good ones. Observe—(1)
Men to kold an office no longer than they ex-
kibit capacity for if. Preachers listened to
only as long as they are able to produce
¢ words of truth and soberness.” (2) Greqt
pretension to wisdom often only covers the want
of i¢. Shallow streams make greatest sound,
(3) Wisdom required in ministering to minds
diseased. * He that winneth souls,” and he
that rightly comforts mourners, “is wise.”
A “wise man,” one who can “show out of
a good conversation (or life) his works with
meekness of wisdom » (James iii, 13). Two
kinds of wisdom: one, *earthly, 561‘351718],
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devilish 5 the other ¢from above,—pure,
peaceable, gertle, full of mercy and good
{ruits.” True wisdom is to know the truth
and do it. To choose right cnds, and seek
them by right means. The wisc man onc
who—(i.) Has understanding of God's cha-
racter and ways, and is able to interpret them
to others; (i) “knows both time and judg-
ment ;» ““has understanding of the times;”
and knows what both himself and others
ought to do, and does it ; (iii.) Faithfully and
intelligently aims at the best interests of
himself and his fellow men. True wisdom
the gift of God, and to be asked in believing
prayer (Jamesi, 5, 6,17; iii. 17). Christ
made wisdom to those who are in Him
(1 Cor. i. 30). .

2. The certuinty and nearness of his own
death which contradicted (heir promises of
future prosperify (verse 2). My days
(perhaps his Zappy ones) are past, my pur-
poses are broken off, even the thoughts
(margin ‘possessions’) of my leart’ (the
purposes and hopes which he had fondly
chcrished,———probapbly, according to Job’s
character, having referenee more to the wel-
fare of others than himself ; these all dashed
to the ground by his calamities and approach-
ing death). Observe—(1) Zke part of @ good
nan to form plans of usefulness for his fellow
man ; (2) Necessary not to defer the execution
of such plans. Sickness, trouble, and death
may intervene to prevent their accomplish-
ment. * Whatsoever thy hand findeth to
do, do it with thy might.” (Eeeles. ix. 10).
Hence the folly and unreasonableness of
the friends’ counsel and promises. Their
attempt that of those who (verse 12) ““ change
§or make) the night into day™ (talking of
uture prosperity in such dark and hopeless
eircumstanees) ; the light is short because of
darkness (or, they make the light near in
the very presence of darkmess,”—talk of
light when there is only darkness and
death; the same idea repcated according to
Hebrew parallelism). Like that in the Pro-
verbs,” under another figure,—As vinegar
upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to a
heavy heart” (Prov. xxv. 20). Words ir
order to be useful must be spoken in season.

Re-asserts the certainty and nearness of
his end, to show the vanity of his friends’
counsel (verse 13). “If I wait (indulge,
hope, or expection), the grave is mine house
(the only home T can look for, instead of the
pleasant and prosperous habitation you
hold out to me); “I have made my
bed in darkness ” (have already taken pos-
session of the tomb as my abode, by sprea in%
my couch in its darkness). (Verse 14)—
have said to eorruption (or ¢ the pit,’ i.e., of
the grave), Thou art my father (as being
now bethrothed to death, and so made a
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member of his family), and to the worm
(that preys upon the lifeless corpse—anidea
frequent in Arab poetry), Thou art my
mother and sister ”’ (asalready allied to these-
pulehralhouschold). (Verse15).—And where
18 now (or where is then) my hope (the
hope you counsel me to entertain); as for
my hope, who shall see it ?* (sueh a hope
would be soon quenched in death without any
seeing its realization). (Verse16)—* They
(or it, viz., my hope) shall go down to the
hars of the pit (to the gates or chambers of
the grave), when our rest together is in the
dust ”* (or, *it [or we] shalllie down together
in the dust,” my hopes should be buried with
myself in the grave). Observe.—

1. The grave viewed by a believer with
calmness and with comfort. 'T'o such, a home
or resting place, where “the wicked cease
from troubling and the weary are at rest.”
To a believer, death is “of all pain the
period, not of joy.”

s¢ Death is the privilege of human nature,
And life without it were not worth the
taking.”

Relationship with the grave(i.)of anendearing
kind. In a sense, our father, mother, and
sister. Contains the dust of some of our
dearest friends. A husband or a®wife, a

arent or a child; these give the grave a
in regard to it. Contains the bodies of a
liome-like aspect, and inspire a home-feeling
believer’s brethren and sisters, while heaven
contains their spirits. (ii.) Of a humbling kind.
Man himself a worm, sprung from the same
ground. Worms the companions and sharers
of his final resting place. Worms his future
guests who shall feed upon himself.

2. Man’s duty to guard against delusion
z'nbl/ze maltter of his hope. Good to ask with
Job

‘What is my hope?

The hope of many, ouly such as to be
buried with them in the same grave. Such
the case if our hope is only of an earibly
nature, or resting on a false foundation.

¢¢ YWho builds en less than an immortal base,

Fond as he secems, condemns his joys to
death.”

Our hope may be either a cable or a cobweb ;
may either rest on solid rock or yieldin
sand. The believer’s hope is—(i.) ““a goo
hope,” as having (4) a good object—the
heavenly inheritance; (&) a good foundation,
—Christ himself and his finished work. (ii.)
A ““lively hope,” as one that shall survive the
grave. Having Christ “as our hope,” we
plant our foot on the grave and sing our
pzan over it : O grave whereis thy vietory ?
O death where is thy sting ?
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CHAPTER XVIII.

BILDAD'S SECOND SPLECIIL.

Bildad the bitterest and most hostile of

the three friends.  No speech as yet so in-
solent and provoking. Full of fiery seathing
denuneiation against—the wicked—intend-
ing, of coursc, its application to Job,
without even the exhortation or promise to
repentance.

L. His introduetion. Contains only
}ngfr)ry and vehement reproof. Reproves

on—

1. For his loguacity and captiousness
(verse 2). “How long will it be ere ye
make an end of words (or how long will ye
lay snares for words ?) mark (ZZed. ‘ under-
stand,” Z.e., consider, »éz., our arguments;
perhaps, ‘be temperate,’ or ¢ speak elearly *),
and afterwards we will speaﬁ ? (or, “that
afterwards we may speak ). Bildad’s lan-
guage and tone not only passionate but con-
temptuous. “How long will ge,” &e., in-
stead of * fhow.” A great part of wisdom is
to govern one’s temper. A fool’s wrath is
presently known; but a wise man keepeth
it in till afterwards.” ¢ Better is ke that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.”
Yet a wise man, from the weakness of human
nature, may allow himself to be surprised
into angry and contemptuons words. True
wisdom characterized by meekness and
gentleness—¢“ meekness of wisdom.” The
tongue and temper never more in need of a
bridle than in a controversy. Easy to losea
religious spirit in a religions dispute. Christ,
inearnate wisdom, a model in controversy-—
calm, patient, loving; always “meek and
lowly;” reviled, without reviling again.
Bildad impatient of Job’s reproof and de-
Fl‘cciatory remarks in reference to his and
iis friends’ speeches.  Represents Job as
only catching at words; as like those Jews
who “lay in wait for Jesus, seeking to catch
something out of His mouth, and to entangle
Him in Tis talk.” Observe—(1) Pussion is
seldom truthful. (2) Loss of temper generally
proves weakness in argument. Consciousness
of truth gives calmness in dispute. To bully
an opponent is to confess yourself beaten.
(8) Patience and courtesy always due to an
adzersary.

2. For his pride and contempt (versc 3).
“WWhercforc are we counted as beasts
(ignorant and brutish), and reputed vile in
your sight? Too much ground given in
Job’s language for Bildad’s reproof. is
spirit broken by trouble, and exasperated by

their unfeeling, unjust, and deceitful eon-
duet, Job liad treated his fiiends with too
much severity and contempt. Bildad par-
ticularly stung by Job’s eontemptuous lan-
guage 1n ch. xvii. 4, 10. Observe—(1)
“ Grievous words® to be avoided, as always
stirring up anger. In controversy, hard
things apt to be said, and to be made harder
than they are. () Aan’s moral as well as
physical “goodliness as the flower of lhe field.?
Job not always able to answer with the
“meekness of wisdom,” as in ch. ii. 10.

3. TFor his passion (verse 4). ““Hetearcth
himself (or, ‘he that tcareth himself,” or,
“thou that tearest thyself’) in his anger.”
Job represented as a raging maniac. Pro-
bably too much foundation for the remark.
Anger, according to a heathen sage, a short
madness. Job’s appearance and demecanour
probably that of a man not only deeply dis-
tressed but greatly excited. ¢ Oppression
maketh a wise man mad.” Arabs usually
grave, solemn, unperturbed ; yet capable of
great excitement. Held highly discreditable
for a good man to allow himself to bein a
passion. Passion always injurious to the
subject of it, both spiritually and physically.
“He teareth Aimself in his anger;” Heb.,
“he tcareth Zis soul”” Wrathful disposi-
tions, says a Greek poet, are justly most
Eainful to the parties themselves. Wrath
killeth the foolish man” (ch. v. 2?

4. For his self-conceit. *“Shall the earth be
forsaken for thee ? and shall the rock be re-
moved out of his place ¥ More bitter
words. Cruel and un¥eeling as addressed to
a crushed and afflicted man. Proverbial ex-
pressions with the Arabs in reproving pride
and arrogance. Reference to Job’s wish for
a trial of his case by God, and his complaint
of undue severity. Seemed as if he expected
some special dispensation in his favour. The

overnment of the world not to be abandoned
for the sake of any individual’s concerns.
The Almighty not to go out of the way of
his usual procedure to meet any man’s wishes.
The course of nature and the principles of
the Divine government not to be arrested for
any one’s special accommodation. Tor any
1o think so implics vain conceit of Lis own
importance. Yet Job’s wish and complaint
excusable. Iis circumstances peeuliar. His
treatment not in accordance with Ged’s
ordinary procedure, and with the conseious-
ness of his own character. Bildad’s ques-
tions founded in ignorance. Unnecessary
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for God to neglect the government of the
universe, or coniravene the course of nature,
in order to attend to the concerns of an in-
dividual. Such attention a part of that
government. The fall of a sparrow, as well
as of an empire,included in God’s providence.

Numbers the hairs of our head equally with -

the stars of the firmanent. Man, in igno-
rance or forgetfulness, transfers his own weak-
ness and limitation to God’s Almightiness
and infinity. The Divine government based
on unchz:\ngin%'l grinciples. Judgment and
justice the habitation of God’s throne.
Impossible and unnecessary to depart from
these principles to meet any particular case.
“God is a rock—His work 1s perfect ; a Gad
of truth and without iniquity.” God Him-
self, and the principles of His government, an
immovable rock. His own unchangeable-
ness,and that of His ¢ immortal government,”
the foundation of His people’s confidence.

II. Body of the Speech. Describes the
experience and fate of the wicked (verse
5—20). :

A favourite subject with these wise men
in their dealing with Job. The object to
terrify him into a penitent acknowledgment
of guilt and supplication for forgiveness.
The description meant to depict Job’s cir-
cumstances, and so to suggest, if not prove,
his guilt. This and those similar ones in
ch. viii, 11—22, and ¢h. xv. 20—25, probably
recitations from the ancients, or the produc-
tions of the inspired poet, the author of the
hook. Extemporary versification, however, a
lighly valued accomplishment among Arab
pocts and philosophers. The object of Satan
m these horrifying descriptions to irritate
Job to cast off iis religion in despair, as of
no use to, lim. The class described—that
of hardened transgressors, secret or open,
who had enriched themselves by oppression
or abused their power to theinjury of others
—men who ncitﬁer feared God nor regarded
men. Job notoriously the reverse. Hence the
mystery. The solution, according to the
friends, in the scereb iniquity of his heart
and life. Job himself, conscious of his in-
tegrity, perplexed and distressed, and long-
ing for a Divine explanation which should
vindicate his character. Ilence his occa-
sional cxcitement and apparently extrava-
gant language. Had to fight against ap-
pearances, manifest facts, and popular belief,
or to confess himself a bad man. Iis out-
ward and inward cxperience seldom, if ever,
found except in notorious transgressors.
Probably more frequent fkez than now.

The following a highly-wrought picture, full’

of tragically sublime poetry.  One image of
horror followed by another still more terrific.
The description that of a guilty man chased

by the avenging justice ‘of God—the Turies
of the Greeks. The clements in the deserip-
tion—

1. Great reverse in circumstances (verse 5).
“Yea (notwithstanding your complaint; or
¢also,” take another description of the fate
of the ungodly), the light of the wicked shall
be put out, and the spark (or flame) of his
fire shall not shine.” Perhaps more than a
mere figure for the extinction of his pros-
perity and afftuence. Probable allusion to
the practice of rich Arabs kindling, towards
evening, a fircin the neighbourhood of their
dwelling, to invite and direct travellers to
their hospitality.  Such fires the glory of a
wealthy Arab. Mark of the deepest adver-
sity when no longer sustained. A frequent
allusion in Arab poetry—

* Now by deepest want opprest ;
Though once my hospitable light
Was blest by travellers at night.”—

Ilariri,

Job’s fires of hospitality also now extin-
guished. (Verse 6).—“Thelight shall bedark
in his tabernacle, and his candle (or lamp)
shall be put out with him ™ (or *“over him ;”
Arab houses and tents always having a
lamp burning during the night, that of the
principal apartment hanging from the ceiling
or from the centre of the tent; hence the
lamp a figure for grosperity and happiness,
its “extinction indicating utter desolation).
Death and misfortune darken- the dwelling.
Job’s present bitter expericnce. The cxpe-
rience of most at times. Only Jehovah Inm-
self an “an everlasting light.” TIs so to His
[Eeople, even in the midst of trouble. ““When

sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light
unto me ” (Mic. vii. §).

2. Removal of power and dignity (verse 7).
“The stepsof His strength (his steps formerly
strong, as of a man in [ull health, prosperity,
and power) shall be straitened * (confined as
of a man in chains or imprisonment, or suf-
fering from personal affliction). Image
taken from a noblc lion canght in the toils,
and now lying prostrate. Picture of the
contrast between Job’s former and prescnt
condition. For his former “steps’ see ch.
xxix. 6, 7. Now lying on an ash-heap.
Steps of strength soon changed into the
feebleness of discase. Plaus_tﬁe most likely
to succeed often, in Divine providence, im-
peded and rendered abortive.  The misfor-
tune of the wicked referred to their own sin
as the cause., “ Iis own counsel shall cast
him down.” The lion caught in the toil
when wandering  about for prey.  The
wicked “snared in the work of their own
hands.”  Pharaol’s counscl against Isracl
his own destruction. Cruel thrust at Job as
a secret transgressor now caught in the
midst of his ill-goticn gains,



HOMITETIC COMMENTARY: JODB.

CITAP, XVIIL

3. Sudden and accunulated calamity (verse
8). “Me is cast into a net by his own feet.
(entangled with his feet in a net) ; he walketh
npon a snare (walks unconsciously into a pit
fall). The gin (or trap) shall take him by
the leel, and the robber shall prevail against
him (or, ‘the snare lays hold upon him,” so
that he is unable toescape). The snare (or
cerd) is laid (or hidden) in the ground for
him, and a trap for him in the way.” Image
of a wild beast caught by the various strata-
gems of the hunter. Men’s calamities,
especially those of the impenitent trans-
gressor, often sudden. *“As the fishes that
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds
that are caught in the snare, so are thc sons
of men snared in an evil time when it falleth
suddealy upon them (Eccles. ix. 12; see
also Luke xxi. 34—35, and Thess. v. 3).
The worst troubles those which come un-
foreseen. Job’s actual circumstances. Over-
taken by sudden calamities in the very hey-
day of his prosperity. Variety of expression
in the text to in&)i,cate the certainity and
terribleness of .the doom.  * He who fleeth
from the noise of the fear shall fall into the
pit, and he that cometh up out of the midst
of the pit shall be taken in the snare”” (Is.
xxiv, 17, 18).

5. Inward terrors (verse 11).  *Terrors
shall make him afraid on every side, and
shall drive him to his feet.” The terrors of
an awakened and alarmed conscience among
the consequences of persistent sin. Such
terrors known in every land as overtaking
the secret or notorious transgressors. ““Who
intent on evil ways will be able to defend
his mind against the darts of conscience ?
[Sophocles]. God’s scourge in the sinner’s
own bosom. No rest or peace under its
lashes.  Attempts made to escape these
‘““terrors,” but in vain. All flight incffectual
except flight through the cross, - The terrors
of conscience only quenched in the atoning
blood of Christ. Job distressed at present
by the “terrors of God,” but not those of an
evil conscience (ch. vi. 4).

6. Dreadful disease (verse 12, 13). “His
strength shall be hunger-bitten (famished ;
or, ‘his disease shall be voracious’), and de-
struction shall be ready at his side (or, ¢ pre-
pared for his side,” or body,—rcady to de-
vour him). It shall devour the strength of
his skin (the firm members ofhis body); even
the first-born of death (onc of the most
dreadful of mortal diseases) shall devour his
strength” (or, ‘“prey upon his powerful
limbs.”) Disease, -with its fechleness and
emaciation, personified as the exeentioner of
Divine vengeance—the hungry hound of
justice. Discase the result of sin; and ofien
flicted as a chastisement on the good and
a punishment on the bad. Herod, the per-

sceutor, seized and devoured by one of these
dogs of vengeance in the midst of his pride
and splendour (Acts xii. 21—23). Job’s
terrible discase also, a ““first-born of
death,” to all appcarance, and in the thought
of his three friends, preying on him as a
guilty transgressor. No creature, animate
or inanimate, but may be made the instru-
ment of Divine justice in punishing obstinate
and impenitent offenders. Creatures, ani-
mal or vegetable, invisible to the naked eye,
often the cause of most dreadful diseases.
Cholera and the plaguc among the “first-born
of death.”

7. Utter want and desolution (verse 14,
15). <His confidence (whatever he trusted
in—wealth, power, family) shall be rooted
out of his tagernacle (utterly, violently, and
for ever removed, as a tree torn up by the
roots), and it shall bring him to the king of
terrors (or, ‘terrors like a king shall urge
him forward’). It (the terror or desola-
tion) shall dwell in his tabernacle, because
it is none of his; brimstone shall be scat-
tered upon his habitation’ (as that of a
man lying under Divine wrath, or as a place
doomed to a perpetual curse; made, like the
Cities of the Plain, a monument of Divine
vengeance). “The rich man’s wealth is
his strong city, and as an high wall in his
own conceit (Prov. xviii. 11). This im-
plied to have been Job’s case.  Kxpressly
denied, however, by him (ch. xxx1. 24).
Such confidence to be rooted out, as his
now appearcd to be. Chaldeans, Sabeans,
and the fire of God had left only a single
servant to carry the tale. Terror and deso-
lation, like a victorious and relentless
general, had marched him out of his strong
city, to sit like a captive among. the ashes.
Observe—(1) “ Riches profit not in the day
of wrath.” A man’s house is his castle, but
is unable to hold out against the judgmeants
of God. Chaldeans and Sabcaus only God’s
instruments in stripping a man of his ill-

otten wealth, and sending him out'of a dwell-
ing to which he has no just right. (2) Alas for
him of whom it is to be said: * Lo, thisis the
man that made not God his strength, but
trusted in the abundancc of lhis riches ”
(Ps. lii. 7). The lightning that strikes
down his cattle as truly God’s messenger
as the brimstonc that was scattcred on
the houses of - Sodom and Gomorrha,
(2.) Death emphatically a *“ king of terrors”
to the impenitent. The terrors of death only to
be dissipated by faith in Him who “ through
death destroyed him that had the power of
death, that is the devil; and delivered them,
who through fear of death, were all their
lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. ii. 14, 15).

8. Ruin of fumily and estate (verse 16—
19). ¢ His roots shall be dried up Iie]nfath
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(as under the influence of a mighty curse),
and above his branch shall be cut off.” His
property and family alike annihilated by
divine judgments. The narrative in Chap. i.,
a mournful commentary on this verse. Job’s
casc apparcntly the doom of the wicked;
destroyed “root and braunch?” (Mal. iv. 1).
““He shall be driven from light into dark-
ness (violently driven away out of life and
luxury into death and despair), and chased

out of the world (as a malefactor not fit. to
“ live). He shallneither have son nor nephew
(or progeny) among his people, nor any
remaining in his dwﬁlings (cither asrelations
to inherit his estate, or dependents who had
been supported by his bounty).  His remem-
brance shall perish from the earth (or the
land), and he shall have no name in the
street > (in the places of concourse in the
cily, or in the fields among shepherds and
husbandmen). The great desire among the
godless rieh to make themselves a name, and
perpetuate their memory and their family in
the world. “They call their lands aflter
their own names” (Ps. xlix. 11). But
“the memory of the wicked shall rot.”
Only the righteous are worthy to be, and
shall be, “held in everlasting remembrance.”
Jobh formerly the greatest man in the East,
and his praise in everybody’s mouth, Now
likely soon’ to be forgotten, and his name
never to be mentioned but with a shudder.
So his friends thought. But Job was not a
wicked man, and a different fate awaited
him. His patience and piety have diffused
a fragrance throughout the world. His

name one of the brightest constellations in

the firmament of Holy Scripture.

9. An astonishment and horror to contem-
pories and posterity (verse 20). ¢ They that
come after him (succeeding generations, or
‘thosein westernregions’)shall be astonished
at his day (his history, and the awful fate
that overtook him), as they that went hefore
(his contempories, or ‘those in castern
regions’), were affrighted.” Menin opposite
quarters of the world, and even future
generations should be struek with horror at
his sceret or open wickedness, and the
terrible doom that followed it. Sufficiently
harrowing to poor Job, who might see his
present experience pourtrayed in the de-
seription. His ealamities already a cause
of astonishment and horror, as they have
been in all ages— (1) For their terribleness
and extent ; (2) Their unlikeliness to happen
to such aman; (3) Their suddenness; (4)
The rapidity with which they followed each
other; (5) Their singularity and unusual-
ness; (6) Their contrast with his former
prosperity ; (7) The mark they bore of the
Divine anger, notwithstanding his pious and
upright character. Job already a byword
by his own confession. Awful prospeet of
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what would be the case lereafter, unless
God vindieated his character in time. Op-
ression in all this deseription sufficient to
rive a wise man mad. Observe—(i.) Satan
terribly skilful in the means he employs to
allure_a man to his ruin, or goad him fo
despair, (ii.) Blessed proof of the reality
of religion, that Job, notwithstanding all
this, still held fast his integrity. (iii.) God’s
thoughts in regard to his people uot as
man's thoughts. Job's sufferings lhave
thrown around his name a halo of imperish-
able glory, while man thought they would
only surround it with horror, -

III. Conclusion of the speech.

Bildad clenches the terrible deseription
with an emphatic application, by which Job
was to appropriate it to himself, or at least
to take warning from it. “Surely such are
the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the
place of him that knoweth not God.” This
with Job’s desolatc dwelling before his eyes !
Not always true, however, in this life. Bad
men not always haunted ‘with terrors and
tracked with misfortunes in this world. All
the worse, however, if the vengeance is
deferred to another. Awful picture pre-
sented in this description, of the experience
awaiting the impenitent {ransgressor in a
future state. The New Testament, as well
as the Old, decclares that “God is not
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.” Righteous
vengeance to overtake all that “know not
God, and obey not the Gospel of his Son
Jesus Christ.” To sin wilfully after receiv-
ing the knowledge of the truth is to bLring
down a fiery indignation which shall devour
the adversaries.

Bildad’s veliemence, however, overshot it-
self. Iis closing sentence such as unin-
tentionally to bring cousolation rather than
despair. Conscience could whisper,—Thou
art zof the man. Job neither wicked nor
one who knew not God. This ecertain to
himself, though perhaps more than doubtful
to his vehement assailant. Observe:—(1)
Certainty as to our character and standing
needful to lear up against Sutaw’s terrible
blasts. The seathing storm of Bildad’s
fiery denunciations keenly felt, but Job
conscious he was a child and servant of God.
() Blessed to be able, amidst Satanic bufet-
ings, still to cling to God as a Father. (3)
The believer safe even in the pelting of the
most pitiless storm. The righteous in Christ
is an ‘ everlasting foundation,” whieh floods
of temptations and hellish assaults are un-
able to sweep away. The name of the Lord
is a strong tower; the righteous runneth
into it, and is safe. That name blessedly
known to Job (ch. xix. 25). Isit so to the
reader ?
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CHAPTER XIX.

JOB'S REPLY. BILDAD'S SECOND SPEECII.

This chapter the crowning part of the
coutroversy.  Both in form and in faet the
centre of the whole book. Like the eighth
chapter of the Lpistle to the Romaus, the
jewel in the ring. Job’s faith soars like an
cagle through clouds and tempests into the
open heaven, and gazes for a few moments
on the sun. The culmination of all
the preceding conflict. What follows of a
considerably different character. Job after-
wards descends again into the arena, but
much more tranquillised in spirit.

I. Mis complaint of his friends’ con-
tinned reproaches and unkind treat-
ment.

Their treatment of him was—1. Distres-
sing(verse 2). How long will ye vex my soul,
and break mein pieces (‘bruiscor pound me as
ina morlar’) with words (unkind and re-
proachful words, or with specches and reeita-
tions which contain only words instead of
arguments) ?” The bruising of Job’s sorrow-
ful spirit the natural effect of his friends’
SI)GGCLCS; especially of their long-drawn and
highly-coloured quotations about the fate of
the wicked. Job put down in them for a
wicked man, suffering the righteous conse-
quence of his sins, and threatened with still
more dreadful ones. Bruised in soul by his
friends’ words, as in body by Satan’s blows,
His internal afflictions thus made to rival
his external ones. More grievously robbed
by his friends than by either Chaldeans or
Sabeans. Worse to be robbed of our peace
and good name thaa of our property. Who
steals my purse steals trash.” The experience
of David, or whoever wrote Psalm exix:
“Bands of the wicked robbed me” (Ps.
exix. 61). Reproach the bitterest of Christ’s
sufferings, next to the hiding of lis Father’s
face (Ps. Ixix. 20). Job’s aflliction reaches
its height in this chapter, as also his faith
and his consolation. Obscrve—(L.) Zrulk
misapplied as mischevious as error. (2.) 4
sin not to soothe afliction ; a still grealer
one to aggravate it. A high offence in God’s
sight to “talk to the grief of those whom
God has wounded” (Ps. lxix. 26). The
part of the wicked to “help forward the
affliction >’ of God’s suffering people (Zech.
i. 15).

2.) Persistent (verse 3). “These ten
(many) times have ye reproached me.”
Each of the three friends had now attacked
him, and two of them a sccond time. Their

speeches all partaking of the same reproacli-
ful character  Their harshness and vehe-
mence only increased as they advanced. The
complaint of David as typical of the Messiah,
¢ Reproach hathbroken mine heart” (Ps. Ixix.
20).

3. Shameless. *“Ye are not ashamed.”
A sin to act harshly to any; a shame to act
harshly to the afflicted; still more shameful
when the afflicted one is a friend. An ag-
gravation of any sin when it is committed
without shame.

4. Their treatment wascrzel. * Ye make
yourselves strange to me,” margin,
“hardew yourselves against me >’ ; or,  treat
me eruelly; » or, “stunme ” [with your re-
proaches]. Unfeeling conduct towards a
friend held base even among the heathen.
The light of nature teaches that ‘“he who
hath friends, must show himself friendly.”
The effect of false religious views to render
men cruel and unfeeTing towards others.
Religious persecutions especially malignant.
True religion a religion of gentleness and
love. The more of it, the more gentlc and
loving. The more of a false religion, the
more cruel and unfeeling. Herod put one
or two of Christ’s disciples to death because
it pleased the Jews: 'Saul, with more re-
ligion, kept * breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against them” (Acts xii. 1—3;
ix. 1).

II. He wards off their reproaches.
Does so with three considerations—

1. That he suffers, alone, the effect of his
error, if he has committed any (verse 4).
“And be it indeed that I have erred (‘gone
astray’ from God and His command-
ments), mine error (in the consequences of
it) remaineth with myself.” Sufiicient to a
man to suffer the effect of his error, without
kis having to bear the additional pain of
repreack.  The reproach of friends often
harder to bear than the violence of
enemies. . °

2. That his off ence, if commitled, was an un-
conscious one.  ““Mine error.”” Marked dif-
ference made in the law between sins com-
mitted presumptuously or deliberately and
those committed in error or ignorance.
Job’s among the latter. Such found in the
best, “Who can understand his errors?’?
Yet cven then calling for humiliation, and
requiring the blood of atonement. One ob-
jeet of aflliction to bring sins of ignorance to
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our consciousness in order to their confes-
sion. Many, perhaps most, of our sins, like
letters, written with invisible ink, requiring
the fire to bring them to view; or, like the
characters traced with phosphorous, only
made visible in the dark chamber of trouble.
Cleansing to be sought *“from secret faults”
(Ds. xix. 12).

3. That kis afflictions were from the hand of
God (verse 5). “If, indeed, ye will magnity
yourselves against me, and plead against me,
my reproach (make my calamities which
you reproach me with an argument to prove
my guilt; or, prove to me my reproach,
that I am guilty and suffer deservedly),
know now (on the contrary, or, as a thing
I fully admt, but which ought to move your
pity), that God hath overthrown me (hath
thrust me down and brought me low, doing
it of His own free will and pleasure, with-
out reference to any guilt of mine as the
cause), and hath compassed me with His
net,” (as a hunter the animal that le
wishes to take). Bildad had said the wicked
are entangled in a net: Job admits he was
taken in a net; but that net was God’s.
Observe :—(1.) 4 Godly man sces and ac-
knowledges God in kis troubles,as well as in his
triumphs. In the friend’s view, as well as
Job’s, his afflictions from God ; the difference,
that in theirs, they were refributive ; in his,
arbitrary and mysterious. This pleaded by Job
as a reason for their pity and more gentle
treatment. Enough for God to lay on His
hand, without man adding his also.—(2.)
That our afflictions are from God may be
either an alleviation or an aggravation. An
alleviation, when there is faith in His
Fatherly love; an eggravation, when there
is only apprehension of His wrath. The
hand of a loving Father seen in our trouble
takes away its sting; the apprehension
of His anger exasperates the wound.
—(3.) Sin, and not suffering, in itself «
“reproach” Suffering no reproach, but as
the effect of sin. “Sin, a reproach to any
people.”

4. That he can obtain no redress from God
(verse 7). “Behold, I cry out of wrong
(of violence done to me in these afllietions
sent without any guiltiness as the cause),
but I am not heard: I ery alond (from in-

tensity of suffering and earnestdess to be -

heard), but there isno judgment ” (no impar-
tial trial afforded of my case, and no redress
of my wrongs). One of the hardest things
spoken by Job in regard to God. Seemed
to charge God foolishly. Even Moses, the
meekest man on earth, ““spake unadvisedly
with his lips.” One of the sayings for whieh
Job was at last reproved by God, and for
which lie humbled himself in dust and ashes.
Yet the language in a sense true, though
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both rash and irreverent. Aeccording to
God’s own testimony, Job was ““destroyed
without eause” (ch. ii. 3). Job correet as
to the fact itself ; zof eorreet as to the eon-
duct he ascribes to God in the matter. God
might have, as Ie actually had, the holiest,
kindest, wisest, best reasons for treating,
or allowing others to treat, him as He did.
But to ascribe wrong or violence to his
Creator was only the suggestion of his ad-
versary, and enough to bring Job, as it did
afterwards bring him, to the dust. Job’s
language sinfully presents God in the view
of the unjust judge in the parable. Observe
—(1.) God’s outward dealings not always

- the eriterion of His character or Ilis heart.

Seems at times to wink at the sins of His
enemies and to disregard the cry of His
friends. May, however, bear long with His
people, but in the end will avenge them.
Their part to believe this, and still to ery
and wait on (Luke xviil. 1—S8). (2.) God’s
silence {o His people’s cry one of their greafest
¢rials. Experienced by David and by David’s
Antitype (Ps. xxii. 1, 2). -

II1. Eularges on God’s severe treat-
ment of him (verse 8—19). Specifies—

1. His bringing kim info inextricable straits
(verse 8). “He hath fenced up my way
that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness
in my paths.” Describes his troubles—(1)
Externally ; as of the nature of an impassable
fence. By the eharacter of his disease, ex-
cluded from society and confined to his ash-
heap. His disease an incurable one. All
his troubles apparently irremediable. (2)
Internally ; his mind full of darkness and
confusion. Saw no way of escape. Aeknow-
ledges that *the steps of his strength” were
“ straitened,” but straitened by God, for
what cause he knew not. Observe—One
usual way in which God afflicts and tries His
people is to bring them into straits, out of
whieh they can find no escape. Hedges up
their way that they eannot find their paths
(Hos. ii. 6; Lam. iii. 7; Ps. Ixxxviil. 8).
Thus shuts them up to Ilimself—(i.) to
humble submission to Him; (ii.) to entire
dependence upon Him.

2. 1lis so deeply humbling and abasing kim
(verse 9). ““He has stripped me of my glory,
and taken the crown from my head.” Similar
complaint in ch. xvi. 15. The change in his
circumstances here ascribed direetly to God.
The Chaldeans and Sabeans, the fire and tlie
whirlwind, and finally, the loathsome leprosy
itself, only God’s instruments. Observe—
(1) The part of fuith and piety, to view all
our adversities, whalever the instruments, us
coming from God himself (Ps. Ixvi. 11, 12;
Ixxi. 20). (2) AU earthly < glory,” suck as a
man can be stripped of by Divine Providence,—
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children, friends, wealth, fame, influence, rank.
That only the true “glory  of which a man
caunot be stripped, cven by death itself. God
himself the believer’s unfading glory (Isaiah
xL. 19). (3) The brightest earthly crown such
as may, like Job's, be suddenly laid in the dust.
The poorest belicver the heir of “a crown
that fadeth not away” (1 Pet. v. 4). A
man’s crown, whatever is his ornament and
honour. For Job’s earthly crown, read ch.
xxix.

3. Hisutlerly extirpating him and blighting
his hopes (verse 10). “He hath destroyed
me (‘plucked me up’) on every side, and I
am gone; and mine hope he hath removed
like a tree.” The figure that of a tree
thoroughly torn up by the roots. Job’s case,
both in regard to person and progeny, pro-
perty and position. All his expectation of
comfort, prosperity, and usefulness hopelessly
blasted. For his hope, see chap. xxix. 18.
The frustration of Ins hopes, a part of his
trial (chap. xiv.19; xvii. 11). Hg.rd to give
up our hopes and see our expectations
blasted. All earthly hopes liable to dis-
u?)pointment. Job’s previous condition and
character such as might warrant such hopes,
if any could.

4. His treating him as an enemy (verse 11).
“He hath also kindled his wrath against me,
and he counteth me unto him as one of his
enemies.”” Job had lived, like Abraham, as
the “friend of God;” had experienced his
friendship and familiarity (chap. xxix, 4, 5) ;

*had, like Enoch, ¢ walked with God,” and
sought to please Him (chap. vi. 10). In-
tensely trying to oe now treated by Iim as
an enemy (chap. xiii. 24). Yet God’s secret
testimony of him : “My servant Job.” The
same borne openly at the close of the trial,
Observe—(1) Love and hatred, onthe part of
God,and Ilis estimate of individuals, not known
from His dealings with men tn this world
(Eccles. ix. 1). (2) Apprehended wratk on the
part of God, the believer’s greatest trial.

5. His appearing to employ His creatures
for his destruction (verse 12). ¢ His troops
(His creatures whom He employs as a general
does his troops) come together (as if sum-
moned from different quarters to the siege),
and raise up their way against me, and en-
camp round about my tabernacle.” The
‘Sabeans and Chaldeans, lightning and whirl-

wind, hostile friends and neighbours, good.

and bad angels, all viewed as God’s armies,
employed by Him for his destruction. All
nature, animate and inanimate, rational and
irrational, visible and invisible, capable of
being employed as His forces, either for mercy
or judgment. The Roman troops besieging
Jerusalem spoken of as God’s armies (Matt,
Xxil. 7). So the swarms of locusts devastat-
ing Judewa (Joel ii, 25), Creation but “a

reservoir of means” made ready for the
Creator’s usc. Man being in rebellion against
God,

“The very elements, though each be meant
The minister of man to serve his wants,
Conspire against him."”

Holy angels especially God’s troops (Ds,
ciii. 21)." These pitcﬁwtheir tent around
God’s servants fortheir protection (Ps. xxxiv,
75 xci. 10, 11). Appeared now to do so
around Job’s tabernacle for his destruction.
““ Blind unbelief is sure to err,” &c. Job’s
affliction now apparently chronic. The minis-
ters of destruction had not only raised up
their way, as troops advancing to the siege,
but had sat down around the beleaguered
fortress.

6. Ilis alienating from him his friends,
domestics, and others (verses 13—15). ““He
hath put my brethren far from me, and mine
acquaintance are verily estranged from me.
My kinsfolk have fail"izd (ceased from their
kind offices as such), and my familiar friends
have forgotien me. They that dwell in my
house (servants and dependents, or strangers

artaking, according to Arab custom, of his
ospitality and protection, ch. xxxi. 17, 18),
and my maids (from whose sex more tender-
ness and respect might have been expected)
count me for a stranger. I am an alien in
their sight,”—insteaﬁ of being regarded as
the master in my own dwelling. A painful
aggravation of adversity and affliction when
relations are more kit than kind. Job en-
larges on this distressing change in his
domestic and social relations (verse 16). “I
called my servant and he gave me no answer
(thus treating me not only with disresgect
hut contempt) : T entreated him (instead of
commanding him, as a master) with my
mouth > (with my own mouth instead of
another’s, or with a loud call instead of a
mere whisper ; or rather, instead of summon-
ing him with my hands,—servants in the East
being summoned, not by the voice, but b
clapping the hands). A still greater trial,
however, than this humiliation in his own
house, was his (verse 17). ¢ My hreath (or
my spirit) is strange (odious and disgusting)
to my wife (causing her to withdraw from all
nearness to me and intercourse with me),
though I entreated for the children’s sake
of mine own body” (or, “and I stink in the
nostrils of the children of my womb; i.e. of
the womb that bare me, viz. my own brothers
and sisters; or the children of my own body
—cither grandchildren, or the children of
concubines; or, ‘my prayer is loathsome
to the children,” &c.). TEe contemptuous
treatment extended beyond his own house
(verse 18). “Yea, young children (possibly
those of his slaves or domestics, or ac(ialr%mg
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to margin, *the wicked,” the idle rabble,
drawn from euriosity to sueh a speetacle of
misfortune and disease) despisc me; I arose
(or I rise” or ‘stand up’ to speak, treating
them with courtesy aud respect, or eommand-
ing them away), and they spake against me.”
Sad contrast with his former treatment
(chap. xxix. 8—10, 21—23). One of the
greatest indignities in the East to be treated
by young persons and inferiors with dis-
respect. Deference to seniors and superiors
a_prominent feature in Oriental manners.
Verse 19.—“All my inward friends (/7eb. the
men of my secret,” my most intimate and
confidential friends) abhorred me ; and they
whom T loved are turned against me.” Job’s
treatment by his three friends a specimen of
this part of his aflliction, and probably now
alluded to. Their feeling, ins{ead of sym-
pathy, one of abhorrence. Their abliorrence
from—(1) is loathsome disease; (2) The
appearance of his being treated as a wicked
man and a bypocrite, whom Divine justice
was only now overtaking and bringing his
seeret wickedness to light. A duty suggested
by the light of Nature to withdraw from
such. This treatment one of Job’s keenest
sufferings. The bitter complaint of David
and of David’s Antitype, Messiah. (Ds. xli.
9; lv. 13, 14, 20). This treatment, like his
other trials, ascribed by the patriarch to God.
So with David—* Lover andp friend hast thou
put far from me” (Ps. xxxviii, 11 ; xxxi.11;
Ixix. 8). “The Lord hath said unto him,
Curse David” (2 Sam..xvi. 10). Observe—

1. The sinful and undutiful conduct of
men to be aseribed to God only as secretly
permitted, and for wise and holy ends pro-
videntially appointed, but neither as ecom-
manded nor instigated by Him. So Josepl’s
treatment by his brethren, and the Crucifixion
of Jesus by the Jews.

2. The bonds of affection and friendship
in God’s hands. These He has but to loose
and friends turn foes. The soeial as well as
pliysical system under His control, and de-
pendent on His will.

3. Satan a willing and powerful agent in
producing evil as soon as lie obtains permis-
sion, Tis part that of the tale-bearer, to

‘“ separate chief friends,” and “sow discord -

among brethren.”” His name Diabolus, or
Devil, “the slanderer,” indieative of his
character and employment.

4. Lyvil latent m every heart, and only re-
quiring the removal of restraints in order to
its breaking forth. These restraints in God’s
hand,.  who makes the wrath of man to
praise Him, while the * remainder  of that
wrath He resirains (Ps. Ixxvi. 10).

5. Civil and domestic coneord, and the
dutiful eonduct of subjects and infériors,
due to God’s overruling Providence, The
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sins of rulers and heads of families often
punished by the removal of Providential
restraints, and the abandonment of the
heart of subjects and children to its own
eorruption. Hence insubordination, aliena-
tion, disobedience, discord. On the other
hand, “when a man’s ways please the Lord,
he maketh even his enemies to be at peace
with lim** (Prov. xvi. 7).

6. Job, in these verses, a manifest type of
God’s Righteous Servant, the Messiah, in His
last sufferings. (Read Matthew xxvi. and
Xxvil.)

IV. Touching appeal to his friends
(verses 20—22).

1. Describes his reduced condition (verse
20). ““My bone cleaveth to my skin and to
my flesh q;r “as to my flesh,’—his flesh gone,
and lis bones adhering to and appearing
through his skin); and I am eseaped with
the skin of my teeth* (with only the skin
about the teeth and gums left free from
ulcers,—proverbial expression denoting ex-
treme emaciation and peril of life). Satan
goes the utmost lengih of his permission
(eh. ii. 6). Job’s emaciation already alluded
to (ech. xvi. 8). The result partly of his
disease, partly of his continued grief. Man’s
beauty soon made to consume away under
God’s rebukes (Ps. xxxix. 11).

Q. Lntreals lhe pily of his friends (verse
21). “ Have pity upon me, have gity upon
me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God
hath touched me.” Job’s spirit ealmer and
more humble. The heart a flinty rock that
eould resist his appeal. Yet resisted by his
friends. Left to Limsclf man has “no flesh
in his obdurate heart.” Pity no less his
duty, and the want of it his sin (ch. vi. 14).
Job’s appeals for pity on the ground—(1)
Of their relation to him as his * friends.”
Natural for a man in trouble to east himself
on the sympathy of his friends. Iven an
conemy will pity in deep distress. A brother
born for adversity. Men bearing the name
and profession of friends to be careful to
aet as such (Prov. xviil. 24). Jesus the
¢ Friend of sinners” (Matt. xi. 19); a I'riend
that sticketh closer than a brother (Prov.
xviii. 24). Appropriated by believers as
their Friend (Cant. v. 16). Touched with
the feeling of our infirmities (Heb. iv. 15).
Precious privilege to possess a trwe and
tried friend. Such to be grappled to our
soul ““with hooks of steel.” :

‘“ Poor is the friendless master of a world;
A world in purchase for a friend is gain.”

(2) On the ground of Zis great apliction.
“The hand of God hath touched me.” When
God smites, man should pity, not reproach.
The heavier the blow, the more tender the



HOMILETIC COMMENTARY : JOB.

CHAP. XIX,

sympathy. Observe—dl Jo&’s agflictions but
the touck of God’s hand. 'That touch all that
Satan craved. Able in a moment to turn
our joy into sorrow, our comeliness into cor-
ruption. Can in a few days strip us of our
property, bereave us of our children, alienate
onr friends, deprive us of our health, and
render us an object of loathing to all who
see us. “A fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.” ?

3. Deprecates their severify (verse 22).
“Why do ye persecute me as God (adding
your groundless severity to His), and are not
satisfled with my flesh” (which you see mangled
and consumed, but will add your reproaches
and thus lacerate my spirit as well). Ap-
peals to conscience and humanity as well as
to friendship and pity. God’s -apparent se-
verity towards any of His creatures no reason
for man’s severity to his suffering fellow~
creature. In all circumstances God makes
bumanity man’s duty. “To love merey”
one of the three grand requirements on the
part of man (Micab vi. 8). Mercy “twice
blessed.” Neither man’s sins nor God’s
strokes intended to turn the “milk of human
kindness »* into gall. The more God wounds
in His Providence, the more man’s duty to
heal with his pity, his prayers, and if need
be, his purse. Christ’s parable of the Good
Samaritan to be the Christian’s practice as
it was His own.

V. An impassioned wish (verses 23, 24).
0 that my words were now written! Oh
that they were printed in a book (or public
register)! That they were graven with an
iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!”
Observe—

1. Reference made to the various modes
of writing then practiced—(1) On linen or
papyrus; (2) On leaden tablets ; (3) On rocks
or stone pillars, the characters formed with
an iron graver and filled up with lead for
greater preservation and distinctness. Papy-
rus rolls still exist from the remotest age of
the Pharaohs. Such mode of writing com-
mon in the age of Cheops, the founder of the
Great Pyramid, 2000 years before Christ.
Montfaucon, in 1699, purchased a book in
Rome entirely of lead. Wady Mokatteb,
along the route of the Israelitesin the Desert,
full of inseriptions cut in the rocks. At
Hisn Ghorab, on the shores of South Arabia,
on a high rock terrace,is a large inseription
of ten %ines in Himyaritic characters, the
letters four inches long by one-third of an
inch broad, and one-tenth deep, cut in
notches, and having apparently been “graven
with an iron pen.” }E' e inscription is made
on a very light grey or lead-coloured stone, a
vein of the quarry coming out on the face of
the cliff. It is as follows: “We believed in

the miracle-mystery, and in the resurrection-
mystery, and in the nostril-mystery.”” The
name of Aws at the foot of the inscription
indicates it to be a relic of the long-lost
tribe of Ad, the son of Aws or Uz, the son
of Aram and grandson of Shem, and connects
it closely with the country in which Job
lived.—(Sermons in Stones).

2. Reference to writing as already well
known. Practised long anterior to the time
of Moses. Originally in hieroglyphics ; then
in letters formed from these.  Three kinds
of writing practised among the ancient
Egyptians—the hieroglyphic, the hieratic
(used by the priests), and the demotic, used
by the people. Printing originally by car-
ving in stone. Printing by blocks long
practised in China. Printing by types only
invented in 1440 A.p.; the art begun at

. Haarlem, in Holland, and perfected at

Mainz, in Germany. The first printed book,
with a date, a Psalter printed by John
Faust in 1457. The first printed Bible
with a date, produced by the same person,
in 1460.

3. Job’s spirit elevated to a high pitch of
sublimity and faith. Looks into the future
with calmness and triumph. His language
that of conscious integrity, and of certainty
as to his ultimate vindication. Desires the

erpetuation of his words to all generations.

.][)‘Iis words either those in which he had
already declared his innocence, or those in
which he was about to declare the cerfainty
of his faith in his Divine Redeemer and
Vindicator. Wished to tell out his confi-
dence and confession of Him, without the
fear of having a single word to efface.

4. Job’s wish fulfilled to an extent un-
dreamt of at the time. His words written
in the imperishable records of Holy Serip-
ture. Printed by the British and Foreign
Bible Society fifty millions of times in more
than a hundred languages, and spread over
all'the earth, during the last seventy years.
The last language 1n which they have been

rinted, viz., In this present year 1875, by the

ilgrim-Mission Printing Press at St. Cliis-
chona, near Bile, is the Amharic, the modern
Ethiopic or Abyssinian, nearly related to the
language which Job spoke. The Himyaritic,
already mentioned, is closcly allied to the
Ethiopic and Hebrew ; and the Amharic has
chiefly helped to interpret it. May contain
the remains of the language of the earlier
races of Arabia, as the Adites and Amalekites,
and is considered a form of Arabic which
preceded the Ishmaelitic, the Kufic, and of
course the ordinary Arabic of the Koran.
Hmyar, from whom it has its name, Was a
grandson of Kahtan or Joktan, the brother
of Peleg; and from him were all the princes
descended who reigned in Yemen or ff;bia
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Felix, till the time of Mahomed. His father
Yarab is said to have been the inventor of
the Arabic language and the progenitor of
all the Arabs of Yemen. Abyssinia, whose
language is the Ambharic, is called by the
natives Habesh, or ¢ mixture,’ from the united
descendants of Shem and Ham who peopled
it, Ham having probably fled at once from
his father’s presence across the Desert into
Igypt, his posterity multiplying in the valley
of the Nile and in Abyssinia.
All our words graven as in a rock for
ever as a testimony either for us or against
. us. By our words, as well as by our deeds,
we shall be justified or condemned at the
final assize (Matt. xii. 36, 37 ; Jude 15).

YI. Job’s triamphant testimony and
joyful assurance (verses 25—27). “ Ior I
know (Heb. ¢ And,’—even, or also, I know,’)
that my Redeemer liveth (or, “is living,’ or
‘is the living One ’), and that He shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth (or, that He
at last,—herealter, or as the last One,—shall
arise upon the dust or earth,—or ‘shalt stand
over the dust,’ viz., my dust, or the dust of
the grave, or mankind}; and though after
my skin worms destroy this body (or, ‘and
after my skin shall he mangled thus;
or, ‘even this, pointing to it), yet in
my flesh (Heb. ‘out of my flesh, ie.,
as my habitation or point of vision,—or,
¢ without iny flesh,’ 7.e,, in a disembodied
state) shall I see God; whom I (emphatic,
‘Even I myself’ shall see for myself—to my
advantage, on my side, or as my own), and
mine eyes shall gehold and not another (or,
‘not estranged > as he now appears to be);
though my reins be consumed within me”
(Heb. “my reins,—without Z¢hough’—are
consumed in my bosom,” viz., either from
disease, or, as margin, with desire for that
day). One of the most remarkable and
magnificent passages in the Bible. Observe
—(1) the solemnity with whieh in the pre-
vious verses it has been introduced ; (2) The
place whieh it holds in the Book as the
climax in Job’s speeches. Job’s faith here
rises to its loftiest triumph. The words
uttered when, to outward sense, all was
cheerless despair. A glorious example of
Christian faith. Job’s faith “the substance
of (or what gives reality to) things hoped
for, the evidence (or certain conviction) of
things not seen’ (Heb. xi. 1). Believes
what it sees not. Hopes even against hope,
or contrary to all appearances against it.
His faith and hope the cordial in his trouble.
All calumny and suffering easily borne in
the certain possession of a personal Redeemer
and the assured hope of a blessed deliver-
ance. The passage early incorporated in the
Chreh’s burial service, as the expression of
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her faith and hope of a glorious resurrection.
The opening words—

¢ 1 know that my Redeemer liveth,”

Among the most memorable sayings of
Scripture. Worthy to be written in gems
and gold. Perhaps more familiar to Chris-
tians than any other text either in the Old
or New Testament. Repeated over the
oPen sepulchre for lundreds of years, pro-
claiming death a conquered foe, and the grave
rifled of its spoils. A cheering and joyous
light {o millions in the dark valley of trouble
and of death itself. Job amply compensated
for all his suffering in being made thereby
the anthor of these blessed and imperishable
words. Consider under the passage—

1. The assured knowledge which Job asserts:
“1 know.” The language of absolute cer-
tainty. The thing no mere guess, or con-
jecture, or vague hope. No hesitation or
doubt about the matter. Known by Job as
certainly as that the sun was shining in the
heavens. His faith neither to be shaken by
his terrible losses, nor his wife’s reproaches,
nor liis friends’ suspicions and aceunsations.
Like the life-boat, which buried for a few
moments in the surging billows, comes again
to the surface. Christian faith is certain
knowledge (Heb. ii. 1).

Joh glories in his knowledge. 7 know.
The “I”” emphatic. 7, who am so reduced
in body and in eircumstances, so despised,
so wretehed, so loathsome. I, who am
standing on the very brink of the grave. 7
know, whatever you may do, and whatever
{-(l)lnr unfavourable opinion concerning me., I
know it, as my unspeakable eomfort and my
The believer’s knowledge

glorious privilege.
“I know

of Christ something to glory in.
wlhom I have believed.” .

The grounds and sources of this assurance.
Both internal and external. Internally—(1)
Divine enlightenment. All true and saving
knowledge of God as our Redeemer the re-
sult of Divine teaching (Is. liv. 13). “No
man knoweth the Son but the Father ; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son,
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal
him.,”  “ Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jonas; for flesh and blood hath not revealed
this [knowledge of me] unto thee, but my
Father whois in heaven.” ‘It pleased God
to reveal his Son in me.” “We know that
the Son of God is come, and hath given us
an understanding, that we may know him
that is true” (Matt. xi. 27 ; xvi. 17 ; Gal. i.
15,16; 1 John iv. 20). (2) Previous per-
sonal acquaintance with God, experience of
His graee, aud habitual walking with Him
(Hos. vi. 3).—Externally: (1) The original
promise in Eden. That promise one of a



HOMILETIC COMMENTARY : JOB.

CIIAP, XIX.

Redeemer who should avenge on the serpent,
the devil, the injuries he had inflicted on the
human race, to be claimed therefore by Job
as his Redeemer. This promise the germ of
all redemption acts and offices performed
by Jehovah towards mankind. Handed down
from father to son and extended through the
world. Found in various tribes and nations
in a distorted form. Preserved pure in the
line of Shem. The Fall through the Serpent
represented on the temple of Osiris® at
Phyle, in Upper Egypt. The resurrection
exhibited on the tomb of Mycerinus in one
of the Pyramids four thousand years ago.
(2) Enocl’s prophecy, preserved by tradition
and quoted by Jude m his epistle {verses 14,
15).  (3) Enocl’s translation to heaven be-
fore the Flood. (4) The preservation of
Noah and his family in the Ark. (5) The
continually offered sacrifices, which told of a
Redeemer who by death should destroy him
that had the power of death (Heb. ii. 14).
Observe—(1) Job’s certainty as to a living
Redeemer in that early age morc than 2000
years before liis appearanee on the earth, a
solemn witness against all unbelief in our
own, nearly 2000 years after it. (2) Job’s
happiness and comfort in the knowledge of
a personal Redeemer de¢fore lie came, rather
to be exceeded by our own so long a/%er he has
done so. (3) The sweetest and surest know-
ledge of God as in Christ our own graeious
Redeemer obtained in the time of trouble
and afflietion. At eventide light.

9. The contents of Job’s knowledge, or the
thing asserted to be known. Tas reference—

(1). To God. **Iknow that my Redcemer
liveth,” &e. Regarding God, he knew—

(i.) That He was Ais Redeemer. The name
(Heb. Goel), applied—(«) To the Zinsman,
whose duty under the law, was, as next-of-
kin, to redeem a captive or enslaved rela-
tive; to buy back his sold or forfeited in-
heritanee; to marry his childless widow if
unmarried himself; and to avenge his innocent
blood. The institution recognised and esta-
blished in the Mosaic law, but doubtless in
existence long before. Still existing more or
less in the East. Like others under the law,
typical of the Messiah and His redemption-
work. The name applied—(4) To God as
the Redeemer and Dell)iverer of His people,
espeeially of Israel from Egyptian bondage
and Babylonian captivity. Peculiarly applied
—(¢) To God the Son, who, as the promised
Deliverer of the human race, shonld become
incarnate as the woman’s seed, and through
Uis own death bruise the Serpent’s head.
The name not expressly applied to Him in
the New Testament, but the thing every
where. (See Rom. iii. 24; Eph.i.7; Gal
iil. 13; iv. 5; Titus ii. 14; Heb. ix. 12;
Rev. v, 9). The name proper to a kinsman.

Under the law, only such had the right to
redeem. Pointed to the fact that He who
was to be man’s Redeemer was to be also
his Brother. The human kinsmanship of the
Divine Redeemer, a subject of express pro-
phecy: “Awake, O sword, against my
shepherd, against the man that is my fellow
(Zeeh. xili. 7). Such kinmanship aseribed to
Him by the Apostle as necessary for His
undertaking. “Forasmuch as the ehildren
were partakers of flesh and blood, he like-
wise himself also took part of the same, that
through death he might destroy him that
had the power of deati, and deliver them,”
&c. (Heb. ii. 14). God the Son the Author
of all redeeming acts towards Israel. (Ps.
Ixviil. 17,18, compared with Eph. iv. 8—10).

God the Son regarded by Job more or
less distinetly as his Redeemer, in—(«)
Delivering him from troubles (so Jaeob,
Gen. xlviii. 16); (&) Vindicating his eha-
racter and avenging his wrongs; (¢) Deliver-
ing him from death and the grave; (d)
Delivering him from the hand of the great
adversary, the devil. His words wuftered
under a deep sense of his wants and neces-
sities. His spirit at the time more than'
ordinarily elevated and illuminated. His
language, perhaps, primarily referring to the
divine vindication of his eharacter, but ex-
tending much beyond it. Appears to triumph
over death and the grave, of which he had
the nearest prospect. The language only
understood in its fullest sense in New Testa-
ment times. Words uttered by the prophets
with a meaning not fully apprehended at the
time by themselves (1 Pet. 1. 10—12). Re-
demption the term most generally employed
in the New Testament to designate the
Saviour’s work. Viewed as redemption from
the curse or condemning sentence of the
Divine law (Gal. iii. 13) ; the power of Satan,
who had acquired a right over us through
that sentence (Heb. ii. 14); death and hell,
as the punishment awarded by the Divine
law to fransgression (Cor. xv. 56, 57) ; and
very specially from sin itself (Tit. . 14; 1
Pet.i. 18,19; Eph. v, 25—27; Matt.i. 21).
Tsrael’s national and external redemption
typical of that of mankind as sinners, by Jesus
Christ. The great redemption by the Son
of God effected—(1) By purchase; (2) By

ower. The price of human redemption the
Elood of Christ, His substituted suffering
and death, The power employed in it that
of the Holy Ghost, sent in virtue of the price
‘paid upon the Cross. His power required—
(1) In quickening the soul to a new spiritual
life; (2) Preserving and perfecting it in the
image of God.

Job declares his personal inferest in the
Redeemer: My Redecmer.” The language
—(1) Of appropriation; (2) Of faitl]l_;l 9(3)
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Of ehoice; (4) Of love; (5) Of knowledge
and past experience; (6) Of satisfaction,
Something to say Zke Redeemer; more to
say our Redeemer; most aud best to say
my Redeemer, Devils able to say the first ;
unsaved men the second; only saved believers
the last. ¢y’ the word that links the lost
sinner to the a/ying Saviour. I may well re-
joice that Christ is « Redeemer ; immenscly
more that He is my Redeemer. This little
word, like the honey on the point of Jona-
than’s staff, cnlightens the eses and puls
strength into the soul. Inexpressibly more
sweetness and satisfaetion in two sueh words
as “ My God,” &c., than in all the pleasures
of the world since its creation [Jokn Brown
of Huddingtor]. His last words were: “ My
Christ.” My does not engross the Redeemer,
but elaims its share in Him with others.
Faitl’s first act is to believe Christ to be «
Redeemer; the seeond to take Him as my
Redeemer The privilege as well as duty of
each human soul thus to appropriate Christ
as his Redeemer. The world’s as well as
Israel’s sin and eondemnation zef to do so.
“He eame unto His own, and His own re-
ceived Him not; but to as many as reeeived
Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God” (John i. 11, 12).

(ii.). Job asserts that this, his Redeemer,was
living, or ““ the living One.” “ My Redeemer
liveth.” The Redeemer thus viewed as—(«)
Personally living. (b) Continuing to exist be-
yond the bounds of time. Able, therefore, to
redeem him from death and the grave. Lived
to vindicate His character after his body
had mingled with the dust. Able to save to
the uttermost, or to the end. (c) Z%e Mighty
One. Life the expression of strength and
power. * Mine enemies are lively, and they
are strong.” Job’s Redeemer and our’s
possessed of all power in heaven and carth.
“ Has power over all flesh to give eternal life
to as many as the Father hath given Him >
(John xvii. 3). (d) The Author and Giver of
life. Having lifc in Himself and able to
eommunicate it to others. The living and
life-giving Redeemer set over against Job’s
state as dying, or virtually dead. The epithet
one proper to God. Called “the living
God ;” He that ““liveth for ever and ever.”
Appropriated by Christ: “I am He that
liveth and was dead, and am alive for ever-
more.”” Christ the Resurrection and the
Life. The Way, the Truth, and Life. The
true God and eternal life (Rev.i. 18; John
ii. 25 xiv.16; 1 John v. 20). A living and
life-giving Redeemer our comfort in a aying
body in a dying world, and with the remains
of deathin our soul. Christ, as our Redeemer,
lives—(z) To plead our eause in heaven (Heb.
vii. 25); (4) To send down supplies of needed
graeeO(Q Cor. xil. 9); (c) To prepare a
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place for us in Paradise (John xiv. 2); (d)
To attend to all our coneerns (Ileb. iv. 14—
16); (¢) To overeome all our ecnemics; (/)
To deliver us out of all our troubles; (y) To
give vietory over temptation and sin; (£) To
make us partakers ot his life; (7) To receive
us to Himself; () To come again in glory.
Christ as an ever-living Redeemer, the
Lope -and trust of the believer. That our
Redeemer lives, an antidote against the fear
of man, of troubles, of death, of judg-
ment (Isa. . 12, 13; xlii. 2, 3; Rev. 1.
17, 18). Our case safe in the hands of a
living Redeemer. Enough for a dying saint
that his Redeemer lives. One at least
whom death eannot remove from us. His
life a pledge of Iis people’s (John xiv.
19).

(iil.) That He should “stand (or rise up)
at the last day (or “as the lust one’) upon
(or over) the earth.” Job clevated by the
Holy Spirit to the place and offiee of a pro-
pliet. 'The book a part of those Seriptires
which ““ testify >’ of Christ, and out of which
Christ expounded to the diseiples the things
eoncerning Himself. The testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy. The prophets
testiticd bcforehans the sufferings of CE]‘ist,
and the glory that should follow (1 Pet. i.
11). The testimony of Moses and the pro-

hets that Christ should suffer, and should

e the first that should rise from the dead
(Aets xxvi. 22, 23). Job’s present language a
proplicey, as well as the expression of his faith
and assurance. Dcelares—(1) That God as
his Redeemer wonld one day appear on behalf
of his suffering sercanl. * Standing > or
““rising up ” the Scripture expression for a
a Divine appearance as the dcliverer and
avenger of LEis people (Ps. vii. 6; x. 12;
xii. 5; Isa. xxxiil. 10). (2) That he wonid
appear on or over the earth. Appears to be
a double propheey, viz., of the Redcemer’s in-
carnation and His coming to judgment. These
often united in the prophets, being, as here,
viewed together as one event. The first
neeessary to the sceond, the seeond the eom-
pliment of the first. His eoming to suffer
necessary in order to Ilis eoming to reign.
His seeond eoming eompletes what His first
began. Christ ealled by the apostle, speak-
ing of the resurreetion of the gead, the last
Adam, or seeond Man, as apparently lere,
the last or latter One (1 Cor. xv. 21, 22,
45,47). The first Adam brought man’s body
to the dust; and seeond eomes to raise it
from it. Observe—(1) Faith eomforts by
turning the sufferer’s eye from God’s present
dealings with him to his fiulure ones. (2)
The eonsolation of the Chureh is—(i.) That
Christ has suffered for our sins, the Just
One in the room of the unjust; (ii.) That
he has risen as the first-fruits of them that
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slept ; (ili.) That to them that look for Him
He will appear the second time without sin
unto salvation; (iv.) That them that sleep
in Jesus God will bring with Him (1 Pet.
iii. 18; 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23; leb. ix. 28;
1 Thess. iv. 14).—The knowledge asserted
by Job has reference also—

(2) To Aimself (verse 27). * And though
after my skin, &c., yet in my flesh shall I
sce God; whom [ sgall see for myself,” &e.
The centre of his faith and hope, not only
that his Redeemer lives, and should one
day z;gpear, but that as the result of it he

shou
See God.,

Two ways of seeing God—(i.) Mentally and
spiritually ; (ii.) Piysically and corporeally.
God seen—(i.) In His character and works;
(i.) In His person. The former only our
Frivilcge here, while in the body; the latter,
lereafter, out of the body and after the
resurrection. God seen in His Person in
His Son Jesus Christ. “He that hath seen
Me hath seen the Father.” In Christ is seen
‘““all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
Isaiah, in vision, beheld the Lord (Jehovah)
sitting on His throne in the temple (Is. vi.
1). He beheld the “glory” of Christ (John
xii. 41). As distinet from the glorified
Redeemer, at the right hand of the Father,
Stephen beheld ‘““the glory of God” (Acts
vii, 55). In heaven the angels always behold
“the face” of the Father (Matt. xviii. 10).
The vision of God, anticipated by Job, gene-
rally understood to he a corporeal one in
His restored body. Appears to emphasize it
in this view—* Whom mine eyes shall be-
hold.” Christ, at His second appearing, the
object of bodily vision. ¢ Lvery eye shall
sec him, and they also that pierced him.”
The prospect re-asserted and dwelt upon
from its sweetness and certainty. I shall
see God—see Him for myself—mine eyes
shall behold Him. Contrasted with his pre-
sent experience,—unable to perceive God.
God hiding Himself from him, his greatest
trial (ch. xiii, 24; ix. 11; xxiii. 8, 9).
Observe—(i.? The vision of God the blessed-
ness of the glorified (Ps. xvii. 15; Matt. v. 8;
1 John iii. 2; Rev. xxii. 4). Implies—(1)
A much higher and clearer knowledge of
God (1 Cor. xiii. 9—12). (2) Enjoyment
of immediate and uninterrupted feflowship
with Him. (3) More blissful consciousness of
His favour and love. (4) Fuller under-
standing of His providential dealings here.
—(ii.) The nature of faith to believe that
though God now hides His face, yet we shall
again behold it (Micah vii. 8; Hab,. iii. 17—
19). Faith trusts in the dark and hopes
for what it sees not.—(iii.) Joyful anticipa-
tion of seeing God the peculiar privilege of a

believer.  Implics—(1) A conscious state
of peace and reconciliation with God. (2)
A renewed nature, capahle of delighting in
God and in His fellowship. (3) Purity of
heart, and conscious integrity of character.
Onldy the pure in heart capable of seeing
God (Matt. v. 8). Evil caunot dwell with
Him. A hypocrite shall not come before
Him. To see God’s face, coupled with serving
Him, the blessedness of the glorified (Rev.
xxii. 4). The sight of God and the Lamb at
His second appearing, the world's greatest
dread (Rev. vi. 15—17). The comfort of
believers that when God shall appear, it will
be “for them,” as their Friend and Re-
deemer, for their full and everlasting salva-
tion (Heb. ix. 28).

The appearing of his Redeemer, and the
future sight of God as his friend, the ob-
ject of Job’s intense longing. My reins
are consumed in my bosom ”—with desire
for that day (margin). Contrasted with the
object of desire held forth by his three
friends—health and prosperity in this life.
The salvation of God, perfected at the
Saviour’s second appearing, the Church’s
desire both in the Old and New Testament.
Jacob’s experience : “I have waited for thy
salvation, O Lord.” David’s: “My flesh
shall rest in hope, for thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell” (wilt not leave me in the grave).
“T shall be satisfied when I awake in thy
likeness.” Isaiah, and the Church in his
day: “With my soul have I desired thee in
the night; ** the answer: ““'Thy dead men shall
live, together with my dead body shall they
arise. Awake and sing ye that dwell in dust;
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead” (Is. xxvi 9,
19). The last words of the spouse in the
Song: ¢ Make haste, my beloved, and be
like a roe or a young hart upon the mountain
of spices.” Clrist’s glorious appearing the
blessed hope and desire of the early Chris-
tians, exposed as they were to death and all
kinds of suffering for the truth’s sake. ““The
Spirit and the Bride said, Come—the Spirit
in the Bride” (Rev. xxii. 17; Rom. viii. 23).
In reply to the promise: ““ Behold, I come
quickﬁ) ;" the Churcly’s last recorded prayer
is: “J'zven so, come, Lord Jesus.” The cry
of the souls under the altar: ““ How long, O
Lord, wilt thou not avenge our blood on the
earth.”

The Lord’s second appearing, and the
‘resurrection consequent on if, to be desired
and longed for, as—(1) The time of full re-
demption and salvation in body and soul to
believers themselves; (2) The same to their
brethren in Christ, whether living or long
departed; (3) The time of deliverance to
the whole ereation from the bondage of cor-
ruption entailed upon them by mau’lsgslin;
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(4) The time when Christ shall be manifested
in glory, and the kingdom of God shall fully
come; (5) The period for the creation of
the new heavens and ihe new carth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness (Rom. viii. 19—23;
1 Thess. iv. 16,17 ; 2 Thess. 1. 10; 2 Tim,
iv. 1; 2 Pet. iii. 12, 13).

“ He whore car the windsare, and the clouds
The dust that waits nupon his sultry march,
When sin hath moved him, and his wrath is
hot,
Shall visit earth in mercy ; shall descend
Propitious in his chariot paved with love ;
And what his storms have blasted and de-
faced
For man’s revolt, shall with a smile repair.
Come then, and, addcd to thy many crowns,
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth,
Thou who alone art worthy !

VII. Addresses remonstrance and
warning to his friends (verse 28, 29).

1. The Remonstrance (verse 28). * But
ye should say (or, ‘ because ye say’) why per-
secute we him ? (or, ‘ how shall we persecute
him,”) seeing the root of the matter is found
in me,” (margin ““and what root of matter
is found in me ? ”—or, “and how shall we
find a ground of accusation” [ Heb. ‘the root
of a word or thing’] against him?)° The
great offence of J ob’s friends their persecu-
tion of a suffering brother. Their desire and
aim to prove Lim a wicked man and deserving
the calamities sent uponhim. Sought there-
fore to find ground of accusation against
him. Hence Job’s name : “the persecuted
one.”” 1In this, as in other things, a type of
Christ. Job’s friends the representatives of
the Scribes and Pharisees, priests and elders
of the Jews (Matt. xii, 13 ; Luke xi, 54;
John viii, 6).

Persecution

Bequeathed to all Christ’s members (John
xv. 20; 2 Tim. iii. 12). Its endurance by
the Church a characteristic of the reign of
Antichrist (Rev. xi. 2—5; xii. 11—17),
Satan the great persecutor. Persecution in
accordance with the original promise of a
Saviour (Gen. iii. 15). May be either bloody
or unbloody—from the openly profane or
the professedly godly. Petty persecution
in the family or the workshop often as tryin
as that of the dungeon and the scaﬁ'o}f.
Almost one continued persecution of the
Church from Jews and Pagans during the
first three hundred years of its existence.
The Church nursed in blood. That blood
made the means of itsincrease. Like Isracl
in Fgypt (Bx.i. 12). Ten great persecu-
tions enumerated before the establishment
of Christianity as the religion of the Roman
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Empire. Persccution fret}luently that of one
Rart of the professing Church by another.
'Lhe dominant scetion often a persecutor of
the rest. The spirit and.ground of persecu-
tion—(1) Eumity to the truth; (2) Desire
for supremaey; (3) Intolerance of opposi-
tion; (4) Blind and misguided zeal (Gal. iv.
99; 3 John ix. 10; Jobn xvi. 2, 3). Baby-
lon the great, the mother of harlots, the
mystical seven-billed city, drunk with the
blood of the saints (Rev. xvii. 6). Note
in Rhemish Testament on this passage (Rev.
xvil. 6),=* Their blood,” viz., that of here-
tics, “is not called the blood of saints, no
more than the blaod of thieves, mankillers,
and other malefactors; for the shedding of
which by order of justice, no commonwealth
shall answer.” More blood shed in Chris-
tian persecutions than in Pagan ones. A
long blood-stained history of Tuquisitions,
Crusades, Massacres, and Star-chambers. Be-
tween the twelfth and cighteenth centuries,
about a million of non-conforming Albigenses
and Waldenses put to death by armies sent for
that purpose with the Pope’s blessing and
the promise of etcrnal salvation. N‘carly
a million more suffered death on the same
grounds, within fifty years after the institu-
tion of the order of the Jesuits in 1540. 1In
the Netherlands, the Duke of Alva boasted
that thirty-six thousand herctics had been
gut to death by the common executioner.
Vithin thirty days from the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s day (1572), thirty thousand
at least calculated to have heen butchered in
Paris and throughout France. Public thanks
ordercd by the Pope to be given in one of
the churc{ues at Rome, and a medal to be
struck for its commemoration.

9. The threatening (verse 29). “Be ye
afraid of the sword; for wrath (such as you
manifest against me) bringeth the punish-
ments of the sword (or, ‘is one of the iniqui-
ties [deserving and meeting with the punish-
ment] of the sword’), that ye may know that
there is a judgment.” The sword the symbol
of justice, here the justice of God (Rom.xiii.
4; Deut. xxiii. 41§. An invisible avenger
takes the part of the persecuted and oppres-
sed. Persecutors especially threatened in
the New Testament. Christ’s second ap-
pearing especially. terrible to such as smite
their fellow servants (Matt. xxiv. 49). A
righteous thing with God to recompense
tribulation to them that trouble- His people
(2 Thess. i. 6—10). The judgments of the
last days especially inflicted on the persecu-
tors of the saints (Rev. xviil. 6, 24). Ob-
scrve :—(1) Persecution a hard and terrible
cuterprise.  Pagan persecutors noted as
having generally died by horrible deaths.
Charles 1X., who authorized the Parisian
massacre of 1572, died in despairin a bloody
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sweat, Christ’s words to Saul addressed to
all persecutors: “It is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.” (2) Z%e part of charily
and piety to seck {o turn persecutors from
their sin, and so avert their doom. (3)
Anger against the servants of God, though
shewn only in words, viewed by God as a sin
equivalent to murder. The sin of Job’s
friends. Hence to be atoned for by sacrifice
at the close of the controversy. (4) Men
not secured from Divine judgment by a reli-
gious profession. () The treatment given to
Christs’s sercants and brethren one great cri-
terion by which men will hereafier be judged
(Matt. xxv. 34—46). (6) Zkhe comfort of
God’s people that they can appeal from man’s
Judgment lo God’s. (7) A day coming when

men's character and doings will be clearly
revealed (Mal. iii. 18). Men to be ““brought
out in their blacks and whites >’ [S. Ruther-
Jord]. (8) A day of judgment terribly cer-
tain. (i.) From the festimony of Scripture.
The first recorded inspired declaration such
a testimony (Jude xiv. 15). Inoch’s pro-
phecy doubtless known to Job. Such testi-
mony greatly accumulated since then (Eecles.
il. 9; xil. 14; Matt. xii. 36; Acts ii. 30,
31; Rom. ii. 16; xiv. 10, 12; 1 Cor. iv. 5;
2 Cor. v. 10. (iL.) From the wniversal voice
of conscience. (iii.) From God’s providential
dealings in the world. Sin punished here
so far as to shew that God marks and pun.
ishes it; left unpunished, so far as to shew
that “there is a judgment * to come.

. CHAPTER XX.
ZOPHAR'S SECOND SPEECH.

Produces nothing new; much more out-
spoken than before. Enlarges on the
miseries overtaking the wicked, insinuating
that Job was such. His argument,—like in
condition, like in character.

I. The introduction to the speech.

His reason for speaking again, viz., Job’s
charges of cruelty and unkindness, and his
denunciation of Divine wrath against them
on account of it (verse 2). “Therefore
(because of thy charges and denunciations),
do my thoughts (cogitations as to what I
ought to do) cause me to answer, and for
this I make haste (margin, ‘my haste’ [or
earncstness] is in me). I have heard the
check of my reproach (reproof that is a
reproach to me), and the spirit of m
understanding (my spirit which has intelli-
gence regarding the subject in question)
causeth me to answer.” Observe—

1. Tte part of a wise man not to speak
without sufficient reason. Zophar had a rea-
son for speaking, but not a correct one.
Job’s charges and denunciations were true
and just.

9. Pride ill brooks reprogf. Men seldom
willing to take the reproach which they give
to others. “Judge not, that ye be not
judged.”

3. Right to think well before uttering one’s
sentiments on more serious subjects. %etter
that our thoughts cause us to answer than
our feelings.

4. Insensibility no part of piety. Zophar
Jelt as well as thought. Spoke from ardour
as well as reflection. Good to be zcalously
affected in a good thing. What is not spoken
earnestly may as well remain unspoken.

5. Earnestness lo be grounded on just con-
siderations. Thought to lead, feeling to

follow. “While I was musing the fire
burned.” Zophar’s feeling called * haste.”
Often too much haste both in our feeling
and our words. With less haste iu Zophar’s
spirit, there had been more humanity in his
speech. “He that hasteth with his feet
sinneth.,” Not less he that lasteth with
his tongue. ‘“Be not rash with thy mouth.”
“Slow to speak, swift to hear.” What is
spoken in haste, {requently not according to
truth, Hasty words make matter for repent-
ance. Hastily spoken not always hastily
forgotten. Hasty words often make deep
wounds. °The hasty to speak the slowest
to learn” (Prov. xxix. 20).

6. A spirit of intelligence to be prized and
cultivated. Natural understanding the gift
of God, but may either be fed or famished.
The best way to a good understanding is a
good life. ““ An honest man has half as much
more brains as he necds.” “A  good
understanding have all they that keep His
commandments.” Christ made “wisdom”
to those who are in Him, as well as righte-
ousness and sanctification (1 Cor. i. 30).
Wisdom given to believing prayer (James
i. 5, 6). To have a good understanding one
needs to keep both eyes and ears open. A
spirit of intelligence necessary to a good
answer. A light needful for entering a dark
chamber. Safe not to speak on a subject till
you are conscious of understanding it.

II. The speech itself.

The gist of it—Job must be a wicked man.
The reasoning—Wicked men are miserable,
either now or afterwards ; Job is very miser-
able ; therefore Job is a wicked man. The

uestion: Are only wicked men miscrable in
this life? Job maintains that the wicked
are not always nor alone miscrablel;ztshat
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“time and chance come alike to all.”
Zophar’s second speceh another example of
lofty Oriental poetry. Contains solemn and
weighty truths, quoted and verified to.this
day. His opening statement such (verse 5).
“The triumphing (or song) of the wicked is
short (ZZeb., from near ; like water taken from
the surface instead of a deep well, therefore
ending quickly and abruptly); the joy of the
- liypoerite (or profane) is but for a moment.”
The allusion to Job’s case too obvious. The
statement true, but not always in the sense
of Zophar. The joy of the wicked short-
lived. May last through life, but not beyond
it. The pleasure of sin but for a scason.
The joy of the ungodly short, as—(1) It has
no solid foundation—built only on earthly
things that perish with the using; (2) Is
based upon a falsehood, viz., that sin and the
creature are able to give happiness; (3)
Can only exist in the present life. Creature-
eujoyment no longer-lived than the creature
itself. Sin in its own nature opposed to
lasting enjoyment. Divine justice engaged
to terminate it in this life. ~Sin a tree with
branches enough, but no root; with plenty
of blossom, but no fruit. Observe—1. Tke
longest life but * for « moment.> (1) In com-
parison with eternity ; (2) In the view of the
mdividual himself fowards its close. Sad,
for the pleasure of a moment to throw away
the joys of an endless life.—2. The joy of the
hypocrite or profune * but for a monient”’—
(1) As confined {o this life; (2) In com-
parison with the joy of the righteous, which
1s lasting. The joy of a false religion, or of
amere external profession and shallow ex-
perience of the frue, a lamp that goes out
from want of oil.—Zophar refers to all past
history for confirmation (verse 4). *Kunow-
est thou not this of old,” &. The history
of the past most useful when serving as a
guide to the present. History full of ex-
amples of the

Short-lived prosperity of sin.

The memory of the Flood and its terrible
lessons still fresh in the days of Zophar.
‘T'he truth solemn and salutary, but Zophar’s
application of it crucl and wunjust. His
statements, too, require a wider field of
vision than the present world.

Y. The prosperous ungodly sooner or later
overthrown with contempt and infumy (verse
6). “Though his excellency (loftiness or
exaltation) mount up to the heavens, and
his head reach unto the clouds (though he
attain the highest pitch of earthly prosperity
and grandeur), yet he shall perish for ever
like his own dung (cast away with contempt
and abhorrence ; or, according to some, ‘m
the midst of his splendour’); they that have
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scen lim (beholding with admiration -his
prosperity) shall say, ¢ Where is he?’ Ob-
vious allusion to Job’s former dignity and
prosperity. Prosperous wickedness is—(1)
One of the mysteries of Providence; (2) Ore
of the trials of good men; (3) One of the
proofs of a futurc judgment. The perplexity
of Asaph till he “went into the sanctuary of
God,” and understood the end (Ps. Ixxiii. 17).
No man to be called happy till the end of his
life, a maxim of the ancient heathen. Re-
velation adds, Nor till affer the end of it.
Christ lifts the curtain and shows what is
beyond. Humbling contrast with former
haughtiness and magnificence implied in
Zophar’s simile (so Ps. Ixxxiii. 10). Con-
tempt and infamy attach to wickedness,
however prosperous. A day coming when
God’s despisers shall be an abhorring to all
flesh (Is. Ixvi. 24).

2. The prosperous wuagodly vanish from
sight and memory (verse 8). “He shall fly
away as a dream, and shall not be found;
yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of
the night. The eye also which saw him
(looked on him with admiration) shall see
him no more, &c.” The life of the nngodly
especially a dream, as—(1) Without sohdity
and reality; (2) As quickly terminating ;
(3) As soon forgotten. No trace left that
men care to cherish. No pleasing and pro-
fitable “footprints on the sands of time.
Good men ouly the truly ‘great” who
“remind us we can make our lives sublime.”
“The memory of the wicked shall rot.”
Associated with nothing excellent, noble, or
benevolent. The presence of bad great men
on earth a nightmare, which men would fain
‘chase away > and then forget. Seen espe-
cially in the case of tyrants, ambitious and
unprincipled rulers, men climbing to power
by forbidden ways and employing it for evil
ends.

3. Their children affected by their sin
(verse 10). “His children shall seek to
please the poor (to propitiate the poor, whom
their father oppressed or defrauded; or,
shall be so reduced as to court the favour
even of the poor; margin, ‘the poor shall
oppress hisehildren’; Corerdale—"lis child-
ren shall go a begging’); and his hand (or,
¢ their hands””) shall restore their goods
(the goods of which their father had plun-
dered them). Observe—(1) An inkeri-
dance of tronble bequeathed by the ungodly to
their offspring. In the Providence of God,
the efiects of a man’s oppression made {o
extend to his children. The child often
reaps what the father sows, good or bad.
(2) Ill-gotten wealth, sooneir or later, proves
ill-gotten woe. Restitution of unjust gains
follows either in a man’s own life-time or his
children’s. Made voluntarily, the curse is
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averted both from himself and them.
Zaccheus the publican (Luke xix. 1, &e).
The reference - here to the rich man’s child-
ren cruel towards Job, still mourning the
loss of his seven sons and three daughters.

4. Lffects of their sin entailed on their own

person (verse 11). “His bones are full of
the sins of his youth (or of his secret sins,
or of youthful vigonr), which shall lie down
with him in the dust.” Apparent allusion
to Job’s diseased body. Observe—(1)
DBodily disease often the result of by-gone
excesses, Age often made to inherit the
sins of youth (ch. xiii. 26). Hence David’s
prayer (Ps. xxv. 7). Seeds of disease sown
i sinful indulgences. The drunkard carries
the effects of his cups to the grave. Secret
sins often followed by open sufferings. A
crucl insinuation on the part of Zophar that
this was Job’s case. (2) The sinner often
smitten with disease and death in the midst
of prosperity and apparent strength. Herod
at Cesarea (Acts xii. 21—23). (3) Sed
when @ man’s sins lie down with him in the
dust. Certain, if not prevented by repent-
ance, faith, and forgiveness. To lie down
with him in the dust is to continue his com-
paunions for ever (Rev. xxii. 11). Separation
from our sins either now or never.

5. Terrible misery after temporary enjoy-
ment (verse 12—14). ¢ Though wickedness
(especially in the acquisition and enjoyment
of ill-gotten wealth), be sweet in his mouth;
thoug:il he hide it under his tongue (either
for secrecy or continued enjoyment) ; thongh
he spare 1t and forsake it not ; but keep it
still within his mouth: yet his meat in his
bowels is turned; it is the gall of asps (the
most deadly poison) within him.” Sin sweet
to the unrenewed heart. Stolen waters
swect. Such sweetness short-lived. Honey
in the mouth becomes gall in the bowels.
Sin in itself a deadly poison. Death itself,
and death its wages. David’s sweet sin
with DBathsheba broke his bones. The
blood of Urijah brought blood into his house.
The cffect of sinful enjoyment is to ““mourn
at the last” (Prov. v. 11— 14). Poison no
less deadly became sweet to the taste. The
sweetest things often the sourcst after-
wards.

6. Forced surrender of acquired wealth
(verse 15). “IIe hath swallowed down
_riches, and he shall vomit them up again;
God shall ecast them out of his belly.”
Apparently Job’s case. Riches eagerly
pursued, abundantly obtained, and fondly
enjoyed, to be sooner or later unwillingl
surrendered. The worldling and his weIthTtl

art company, if not before, yet on a dying
ged. The glutton comFellcd to vomit up
his dainty morsels. “Thou fool, this night
thy soul shall be required of thee.” The

sumptuous table then gladly exchanged for
a drop of water. The worldling unable to
keep his wealth a moment beyond God's
pleasure. A thousand means at His disposal
of making him quit his grasp on this side of
death. 'The failure of a bank, the fall of a
mercantile house, the explosion of some
promising speculation, sufficient for the
purpose. “But even now worth this, and
now worth nothing !

7. Death in some dislressing jform and
circumstances (verse 16). “He shall suck
the poison of asps (the most deadly one);
the viper’s tongue (put out when about to
bite), shall slay him.” All animate and in-
animate nature only instruments for the
execution of God’s purposes, whether of
judgment or of mercy. The effect of the
intoxicating cup, that at last it bites like a
serpent aud stings like an adder (Prov. xxiii.
32). To suck the pleasures of sin now is
to suck the poison of asps hereafter. The
Bible draws aside the veil and reveals man’s
tempter become his tormenter (Luke xvi.
19—26).

8. Bitter disappointment and exclusion
Jrom future happiness (verse 17). “He
shall not see the rivers, the floods, the
brooks of honey and butter.”” A blessedness
even in this life, of which the worldling
deprives himself. Still more in the life to
come. The river of life, the wine of the
kingdom, the fruits of paradise, the joys at
God’s right hand, the pleasures for ever-
more, all forfeited for the momentary plea-
sures of sin. To the ery at the closed gates :
“Lord, Lord, open unto us,” the only re-
sponse: “Depart from me, [ never know you.”

9. No reai enjoyment of his riches even
here (verse 18). “That which he laboured
for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it
down {(or enjoy it); according to his sub-
stance shall the restitution be, and he shall
not rejoice therein.”” Riches gathered often
become riches scattered. To obtain wealth
one thing, to enjoy it another. Great gains
not always great gain. Manu gefs, God gives.
Il-gotten, ill-gone, [ Latin Provert]. Wealth
often the parent of woe. A canker in a
sinner’s gold (James v. 3). Wages earned
without God only put into a bag with holes.
The world alie, especially to those who
trust in it. Money outside the heart a
blessing, inside of it a cnrse.

10. A troubled conscience (verses 19, 20).
¢ Because he hath oppressed and hath for-
saken the poor; because he hath violently
takeu away an house which he builded not
Sobtaining it by fraud instead of honest in-

ustry) ; surely he shall not feel quietness
in his belly (his mind or conscience), he
shall not save of that which he desired ” (or,
shall nob escape with his coveted bil; 5ill-



CHAP. XX.

HOMILETIC COMMENTARY : JOB.

gotten wealth). Another cruel and unjust
allusion to Job. The charge of oppression
afterwards directly made by Eliphaz (ch. xxii.
5—9). Taken generally, the statement true.
Tll-gained wealth, like the hoarded manna,
breeds worms; the worm of an accusing
conscience. The rust of dishonest gain eats
into the flesh like fire (James v, 3). A
house built by oppression gives a voice to
its stones and timber (Hab. ii. 9—11). A
quict couscience better than a well-filled
coffer. Nabotl’s coveted vineyard a curse
both to Ahab and his wife (1 Kings xxi.
1—19). :

11. Loss of properly and of children
(verse 21). There shall none of his meat
be left (margin, “there shall none be left
for his meat »); thereforc shall no man look
for his goods.” A cutting sentence for im-

overished and bereaved Job. Job’s full
Eouse now an empty one. His %oods goue,
and none to inherit the miserable remnant.
The richest man in Uz now penniless. The
man with ten adult children now withouteven
one. Able lately to leave an ample inherit-
ance to his children, now without either
estatc or sons to inherit it. One of the
world’s vanities the desire to enrich onc’s
heirs. God and man often robbed while
living to leave larger sums when dead. A
worldly man’s great affliction to lose the
heir of his, hoarded wealth, The rich
worldling often compelled to leave his riches
to those for whom he cares not, and who
care not for him.

12. Perplexity and trouble in the midst of
his riches (verse 22). *“In the fulness of
his sufficiency he shall be in straits: every
hand of the wicked (or of the mischievous;
every kind of mischief; or every blow that
comes upon the wretched) shall come upon
him.”” A sad and cutting remembrancer to
Job of his various calamities and the quarter
from which some of them had come. God,
in His providence, visits the prosperous
wicked with sudden and unexpected mani-
festations of His anger (verse 23) “ When
he is about to fill his belly (or, ‘there shall
be wherewith to fill his belly”) God shall
cast the fury of His wrath wpon him, and
shall rain it upon him (as literally on S8odom
and Gomorrha ; also implying the vehemence
and abundance of the judgments) while he
is eating” (in the midst of his enjoyment;
or, ‘“as his food”). A bitter sarcasm.
The worldling sits down to his sumptuous
table, but the wrath of God shall be his
dish. Vengeance shall be his viand. He
shall be fed with fury for his food. Case of
the rich fool (Luke xii. 16—20). Experi-
enced by Israel in the wilderness (Num. xi.
33; Ps. Ixxviii. 30, 31. Appeared to have
bee1n21g=alised in Job, Overtaken by apparent

judgments in the midst of his prosperity.
Fire rained on his cattle as on the cities of
the Plain (ch. i. 16; Gen. xix. 24). TFiery
rain instead of refreshing showers an awful
sign of judgment (Ps. 1. 3).

13. Inability to effect escape (verse 24).
“He shall flee from the iron weapon (the
weapon employed in close combat,—visible
judgments),—aund the bow (discharging its
arrows from a distance,—invisible judgments)
of steel (Heb. of brass ; therefore with all the
morc force) shall strike him through.”
Seeking to escape from one evil he falls into
another. Fleeing from the pit be falls ‘into
the snare. God at no loss for means to
punish the ungodly. Vain attempt to es-
cleﬁ)e when God purposes to destroy. The
only place of refuge for a sinner the wounds
of Jesus opencd to satisfy justice for his
sins, Submission to God and faith in His
Son the ouly but certain safety for the
guilty.

14. Rapid and effectual execution of God’s
purposes of vengeance (verse 23). “It is
drawn (viz., the arrow or the sword with
which to punish the ungodly), and cometh
out of the body (having passed through it);
yea, the glittering sword (of Divine ven-
geance, Deut. xxxii. 41; Ez. xxi. 9, 10)
cometh out of his gall (or gall-bladder,
having thus inflicted a deadly wound): ter-
rors are upon him” (the terror of death
which now stares him in the face, and the
terrors of judgment immediately to follow).
The language rapid, elliptical, and in the
past and present tense, to indicate the sud-
denness and certainty of the blow. A fear-
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God. How shall we escape if we neglect
the great salvation? (Verse 16.—*All
darkness (all kinds of calamity, or accumu-
lated misery) shall be hid in his secrct
places,” (hid amongst his choicest treasures,
or secrctly laid up for him in places where
he expected safety). Observe—(1) God’s
Judgments find the sinuer in his most secret
and sccure refreat. “ When they shall say,
peace and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon them.” (2) Among & sinner's
most valuable possessions lies a hidden curse.
A fire not blown (requiring no blowing, or
not kindled by man, viz., the ‘ fire of God’
or lightning, as ch. i. 16) shall consume
him.” Terrible word for poor.Job, who had
seen his sheep and the shepherds consumed
in this very way. A similar judgment on
the housechold of Korah, &ec. (Num. xvi. 35).
¢ It shall go ill with him that is left (or, ‘it
shall consume’ what is left) in his taber-
nacle.” Words cruelly telling in the case
of Job. The fire of God had left but one
shepherd to tell the tale of the disaster.
Stroke after stroke had fallen on bis property
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and household,
but bis wife and three servants. Job, if
any, seemed marked out by Divine judg-
ments as a secret and guilty transgressor.
Terrible trial for faith. “ Who may stand in
thy sight when oncc thou art angry?”
(Ps. Ixxvi. 7).

15. Secret sins discovered (verse 27). “The
heavens shall reveal his iniquity; and the
carth shall rise up against him.” Apparently
verified in Job’s case. The lightning from
heaven, and the - Chaldean and Sabean ma-
rauders, with the whirlwind of the desert,
from the earth, seemed to proclaim him a
wicked man, whom vengeance was at length
overtaking (Acts xxviil. 4). Observe—(1)
Animate and inanimate creation made at God’s
pleasure to conspire against his enemies. (2)
Iniquity, however secretly committed, sooner or
later revealed. No darkness or shadow of
death where the workers of iniquity may
hide either themselves or their sins. Secret
iniquity not only open to God’s view, but
one day to be so to thal of the universe.
Hgligcrisy only zow “the only evil that
walks invisible, except to God alone.”” No
cloak of religion able to hide sin from God,
or by-and-by, from our neighbour either.
Terrible cxposure awaiting secret evil-doers.
(3) Our sins either to be found out now by
ourselves and brought to the throne of grace
to be pardoned, or to be found oul hereafier
by God, and brought to the throne of judgment
t0 be punished.

16. Destruction of all belongings in a day
of wrath (verse 28). “The increase (pro-
geny, or natural products) of his house shall
ﬁepart, and his goods shall flow away (be
swept away as by a torrent, suddenly and
irrecoverably) in the day of his wrath,”” Sad
verification of this apparently afforded in the
case of Job, The wholl’c progeny of his house,
with all his goods, swept away as by an in-
undation. A day of wrath now surefy over-
taking this prince of Uz. Difficult for him
and his friends to believe otherwise. To the
latter the thing was clear. To Job it seemed
s0; but if actual wrath, it was undeserved.
Job’s error in sometimes inclining to the
latter alternative. His apparent ““day of

till all were consumed .

wrath > was, in reality, a day of love.
Observe—(1) The province of fuith to belicre
against all appearances. “Behind a frown-
ing providenee,” &c. (2) Fasy with God to
sweep away all the increase of a man’s house.
(3) 4 day of wrath coming, in whick all earthly
possessions will flow away. *The earth and
the works therein shall be burned up”” (2 Pet.
iii. 10).

IIXI. The summing-up (verse 29).

“This is the portion of a wicked man
from God, and the heritage appointed unto
him by God” (Heb., the hentage of the
decree of the Mighty One; decreed by Him
who is Almighty, therefore irresistible).
Similar language in Ps. xi. 6. The conclu-
sion apparently unavoidable in relation to
Job. The portion of a wicked man mani-
festly meted out to him. If Job is not such
a man, all our notions of the Divine govern-
ment in this world are upset—the roek is
“removed out of his place.”” Strong faith
and a sound conscience required by Job to
believe that God would yet elear his character.
The statement of Zophar both true and
untrue. Viewed in relation to this life, not
always true. Viewed in relation to the next,
far short of the fact. A more terrible portion
awaits the impenitent in another world. The
harrowing things mentioned by Zophar only
a foreshadowing and prelude to the sinner’s
future doom. Wrath rarely exhibited in this
world, because reserved for the next. Days
of wrath here sent as specimens and warnings
of that which is to come.

“That day of wrath, that dreadful day,
When heaven and earth shall pass away.
What power shall be the sinner’s stay ?
How shall ye meet that dreadful day ?
Jesus, be Thou my spirit’s stay,

Though heaven and earth shall passaway.”

Observe—(1) A sinner’s porlion not what ke
wishes, but what God appoints. (2) His per-
tion a Aerituge—(i.) As contrasted with his
earthly possessions and enjoyments ; (ii.) As
certain to find him as its /Zeir ; (3) Solemn
contrast between this portion and that of the
believer in Jesus (Ps. xvi, 56; 1 Pet. i. 3).

CHAPTER XXIT.
JOB'S REPLY T0 ZOPHAR'S SECOND SPEECIH.

The ungodly, instead of experiencing the
miseries indicated by Zophar, often, perhaps
generally, enjoy continucd ease and pros-
perity in this life,

I. Introduction (versec 2—6).
Y. Bespeaks earnest atlention (verse 2.

““Hear diligently my speech.” Men of wis-
dom and experience, espeeially pious sufferers,
worthy to be seriously listened to. Solemn
and weighty truths to be heard with eorre-
sponding attention. IZeb., * Hear, hear.”
Serious matters call for double or diligent
hearing. Deep attention fo be giie2n7 to
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truths concerning God’s mysterious provi-
dence, still more to those regarding a provided
Saviour and the great salvation (Heb. ii. 1).
An aggravated sin when God stretehes out
His hand and no man regards it (Prov. i.
24).

A reason given for such attention: *And
let this be (or, ‘and this shall be”) your con-
solations.” Allusionto Zophar'sboasted conso-
lations(eh.xv.11). Sometimesmourners more
relieved by our listening to ¢Zeir sentiments
than by uttering our own. Better to be
silent in the presence of the afllicted than
to dispute or censure. Consolation due to
suffercrs from their friends. A brother born
for adversity. Professed comforters may
become real tormentors.

9. Solicils patience (verse 3). * Suffer me
that T may speak.” Patience especially due
to sufferers. Persons who speak mmch
themselves generally most impatient of
others. The Scripture rule—* Swift to hear,
slow to speak.”—* And after that I have
spoken, mock on.” A troubled spirit often
eased by utterance. Sad when those who
ought to be ecomforters in our affliction be-
come mockers (ch. xvii. 2). One of Job’s
greatest trials to be mocked by his friends
(ch. xii. 4). As much patience required to
er(l;)iure mockings as scourgings (Heb. xi.
36).

3. Justifies his displeasure (verse 4). * As
for me, is my complaint to man? And il it
were 50, why should not my spirit be trou-
bled £’ (margin, * shortened;” same word
rendered “ discouraged,” Num. xxi. 5;
“grieved,” Jud. x. 16; ““vexed,” Jud. xvi.
16; ““straitened,” Mic.ii. 7 ; “hasty,” Prov.
xiv. 29; ‘‘anguish,” Exod. vi. 9). Sorrow
contracts the heart as joy enlarges it (Ps.
cxix. 32). The flesh is soon angry, while
grace is long suffering. Job complains not
to man, but to God, as the author of his
troubles. His eomplaint both of God and
{0 God; the former the eomplaint of the
Slesh, the latter that of the spirit. Grace
teaches to look away from instruments and
second causes to God Himself. So David
(2 Sam. xvi. 10).

Job justifies his displeasure on the ground
that God dealt so hardly with him. His
language too much that of the prophet at
Nineveh and Elijah under the juniper-tree.
The flesh always and in all alike. Thinks that
under severe trouble we “do well to be
angry.” Grace enables us to: kiss the rod
that smites ns, and to say, ‘“ Abba, Father;
not my will, but Thine Ee done.”  Jesus
rather than Job our pattern in affliction. Our
privilege in Christ to be strengthened with
all might, according to God’s glorious power,
unto all patience and long-suffering with
joyfulness (Col. i, 11).
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4. Inviles solemn attention to the ustounding
Suct of suffering saints and prosperous sinners
(verse 5). “Mark mc and be astonished,
and lay your hand upon your mouth” [in
silent awe and wonder]. God’s dealings in
Providence to be regarded with reverence
and awe. Habakkuk’s experience (Iab. iii.
16) ; David’s (Ps. exix. 120). The sufferings
of saints and prosperity of sinners a subject
mysterious and inserutable till read in the
light of inspired Scripture (Ps. xiil. 17).
Anomalies in God’s government awaiting the
ex%lanations of etermity.

Uxpresses his own feelings in reference to
this mysterious faet and its influence upon
Limself (verse 6). ‘“ Even swhen I remember
T am afraid, and frembling taketh hold on
my flesh.” Our own experience, as well as
that of others, often to be remembered with
trembling (Lam. iii. 19, 20). The part of
grace not only to tremble at God’s word,
but God’s works (Is. Ixvi. 2). The speaker
to be duly affected himself by the truths he
addresses to others. Must weep himself if
he would have his hearers weep.

II. Problem proposed. Commences
with a question implying au undoubted fact
(verse 7).

“ Wherefore do the wicked live (or, en-
joy life), become old, yea mighty in power
(or wealth). Three facts implied regarding
the ungodly in this life :—1. They “live;”
are permitted to continue in life and to enjoy
it. 2. In many instances ‘become Ol(i;”
ordinarily viewed as an element of pros-
Eerity and a mark of Divine favour. The

oary head not always found in the way of
righteousness. 3. “Become mighty in
power ” and substance ; enjoy great worldly
. ross)erity (Ps. Ixxiii. 12). Such facts
hardly tobe expeeted under the government
of a righteous God. The perplexity and
almost despair of Asaph (Ps. Ixxiii. 2—13).
The 73rd Psalm a commentary on this
chapter of Job. Such facts suggest inquiry
as to the cause. Seripture furnishes the
reply. (See Rom. ii. 4; 1 Tim. i. 16;
Ps. Ixxii. 18; Ece. viii. 11—13; Luke ii.
35, &c.; Ps. xvi. 4; Rom, ix. 22). The
present not the only state of man’s existence.
This life a state of probation and discipline,
not of retribution. The present a time of
forbearance and mercy ; God waiting for the
sinner’s repentance in order to be gracious to
him. God’s gooduess intended to lead to
repentance. The ungodly spared in order
to have time for repentance; “the long-
suffering of God is salvation; > not willing
that any should perish (2 Peter iii. 9—15).
Their prosperity an exereise for the faith of
the godly. A standing evidence of a time
of fu ture retribution. A monument to the
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glory of the Divine patience and long-suffer-
ing. Renders the impenitence of men inex-
cusable and justifies all their future pun-
ishment. Demonstrates the inferiority of
earthly to hcavenly blessings.

III. Description of the prosperity of
the ungodly (verses 8—13).

1. In relation to their cki/dren (verse 8).
“Their seed is established in their sight with
them, and their offspring before their eyes.”
Their children obtain a firm and prosperous
position in the world, and that while they
themselves still live to see and enjoy it. Im-
portant elements in a man’s earthly felicity :
—(1) To have a numerous offspring; (2)
"Po sec his children prosperous and established
in the world ;. (3) 'I'o have them continning
to live with or near lim ; (4) To live to sce
and rejoice in their earthly prosperity and
happiness. Somc of these elements formerly
enjoyed by Job, though no longer so. The
happiness ot the ungodly, in relation to their
children, again tonched npon under another
aspect in verse 11. ““They send forth their
little ones (out of doors, under a guardian
or guide), and their children dance ™ (frisk
sportively as lambs in the pasture). Pleasing
picture of domestic happiness and prosperity.
The children viewed as still young and under
their parents’ guardianship. 1lealthy, happy,
frolicking children a pﬁzasaut spectacle,
especially to parents’ eyes. A large in-
gredient in the cup of earthly bliss. Homes
lighted up with children’s mnocent hilarities
the gift of a gracious God.

. Domestic security and freedom from
affliction and trouble (verse 9). Their
houses are safc from fear (of any hostile
attack or elemental violence), neither is the
rod of God upon them.” ‘Ihe contrast to
the case of Job and his children. Sons ex-
perience chastisement from which slaves are
exempt. Ireedom from afflictions and trials
no mark of a child of God. The ungodly
“have no changes, thereforc they fear not
God”’ (Ps. Iv. 19). 1l sign for a man when
God will not spend a rod upon him [ Brookes].

3. Success in business and freedom from
worldly losses (verse 10). ““Their bull gen-
dereth and faileth not; their cow calveth
and casteth not her calt” (by an untimely
birth). Matters in which human skill and
industry secm to have but little to do. As
if a blessing rested on all the work of their
hands, and on all their belongings. Their
very cattle prosperous and fruitful, People
in everything fortunatc, and, as the world
say, lucky. s

4. Enjoyment of music and festivity (verse
) ‘ﬁey take (or ‘lift up’ [their voice]
to) the timbrel aud harp, and rejoice at (or,
tn;é merrily to) the sound of the organ” (or

pipc—musical instruments of greatest anti-
quity [Gen. iv. 21 ; xxxi. 27]; the “organ”
with us a eomparatively modern invention).
The life of the persons in question one, to a
large extent, of festivity and enjoyment.
Their dwellings abundantly enlivened with
the sound of musie, voeal and instrumental.
The ungodly no strangers to the hilarity of
music and daneing. *The harp and viol,
the tabret and pipe, are in their feasts, while
they regard not the work of the Liord " (Is.
v.12). “They chant to the sound of the
viol and invent to themselves instruments of
music like David, but are not grieved for
the affliction of Joseph” (Amos vi. 5, 6).
Musical instrumcnts an invention of the
descendants of Cain (Gen. iv. 21). Yet

Musie

one of God’s choicest earthly blessings. Its
influence beneficial on the individual and the
household. 1Its effects on man’s nature
manifold and important. Rests fatigue.
Relieves pain. Subdues passion. Soothes
suffering. Mitigates sorrow. Allays ner-
vous irritation. Resists melancholy. Saul’s
evil spirit yielded to the sweet sounds of
David’s harp (1 Sam. xvi. 23). Inspires
courage and mspirits the brave. The rousing
strains of Highland bagpipes helped to win
the day at Waterloo. Music powerful in
the conflict of life. A means ot moral cul-
ture. Assists devotion. Calmsand elevates
the mind for the communication and recep-
tion of Divine truth. The prophet cale
first for the aid of a minstrel (2 Kings iii.
15). Music a Divine art and heavenly em-
ployment. Heaven filled with music. Some-
thing of divinity in music more than the ear
discovers [Sir 7. Browne]. The beneficial
effect of soft and sweet souuds, especially
of saered musie, upon the sick, an acknow-
ledged faet. Music “ whispered to the
weary spirit”’ sometimes the only sound to
be endured by the sick and sorrowful.
Music to be consecrated to the glory of its
Divine Autlior. “ A table without musiclittle
better than a manger” [Zpictetus]. Espe-
eially true of the song of praise and thanks-
iving, Music, like other Divine gilts, often
gcsecratcd to the service of the god of this
world. The Enemy’s object to make a sinful
and worldly lifc as agrecable as possible.
Helps men to forget death and a judgment
to come in thc sweet sounds of earthly
music. Nero played on bis harp while
gazing on Rome in flames, the probablo
effect of his own wickedness.

5. A joyous life and an easy and painless
death. Verse 13~ 'They spend their duys
in wealth (prosperity or pleasure), and in &
moment go down to the grave” (wlx%lg)ut
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Ilis penitent and praying children ; God,
apart from Christ, a consuming fire to
devour His impenitent and prayerless adver-
sarics. A sinner's blessedness to meet with
God as, in Christ, reconciled and reconciling
the World to Himsclf.

Y. Job’s protest against a life of
prosperous ungodliness (verse 16). Lo,
their good is not in their hand : the counse
of the wicked is far from me.” Observe—
1. Worldly prosperity and earthly blessings
not less & good beciuse abused—a good, though
not the chief good. The part of sin—(1)
to pervert what is good in itself into an evil;
(2) To make a femporal good the chief good
instead of an eternal ome. 2. Zle good
enjoyed by the ungodly neither a salisfying
nor « lasting one ; ““their good is not in their
hand,”—a thing neither to be grasped nor
retained. Mighty difference between the
good of the believer and the worldling. The
one substance, the other shadow; the onc
lasting and eternal, the other momentary
and perishing. The ungodly unable to
retain their prosperity and happiness a
moment beyontf God’s pleasure. A thousand
aceidents able to rob them of it at any mo-
ment. No real good in their hand, and still
less in their hope. 3. Care to be taken not
to be influenced by the prosperity of the god-
less and worldly. (1) By consideration of
the truth and reality of their case; their
prosperity only temporary, and their happi-
ness unreal ; ““their good not in their hand ;”
(2) By steadfast repudiation of their princi-
ples and life. “The counsel of the wicked is
far from me.” Consider, in regard to—

The counsel of the wicked,

First : what it is. The principles upon which
they act and by which their hife is governed.

These are—(1) To make the enjoyment of
" the present life their chief good,—their first
if not their only aim—take care for this life,
and let the next take care of itself. (2) To
gain that enjoyment in any way they can
with safety :—if honestly, well; if not, in
any way you can. (3) To depend on their
own endeavours for what they desire, instcad
of God :—* Mine own hand hath gotten me
this wealth.”” (4) Toignore God and eternity,
lLeaven and hell, either as having no existence
or no relation to themselves. The worldling’s
creed—no reality but what is visible or cog-
nizable by themselves. The seen and sensible
only substance, all else shadow and moon-
shine. (5) To despise the provision of a
Saviour., Not this man, but Barabbas; (8)
To care for one’s self and immediate connec-
tions, and leave others to do the same, At-
tend to number one.
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Second : Job's conduct in regard to this
counsel. ““The counsel of the wicked is far
from me.” The principles and practice of
the ungodly, not only to be put away, but
fur away from us. Safest to stand at the
greatest distance from sin.  Joseph kept far
from it, and had God’s blessing in the
dungcon. Darvid went near it and got broken
bones. Sin an infeetious plaguc; therefore
not to be approached. The surest way not
to walk in tﬁe counsel of the wicked is to
keep far from it. * Enter not into the path
of the wicked ; avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it and pass away.” Occasions of sin to
be avoided as well as sinitself. The harlot’s
door to be avoided. He who carries gun-
powder must keep far away from sparks.
God only keeps from acts of sin those who
keep from occasions of it. Look not intently
on what you may not love entirely. (Brookes.)
The counsel of the wicked to be put far from
us—(1) In our judgment. To be viewed in
its real character. Condemned and repudiated
as what it really is—wicked, abominable,
destructive. (2) In our will and purpose,
Our language to be, what have Ito do with
idols ? (Hos. xiv. 8). To choose with Mary
the good part. To say with David: “Depart
from me, ye evil-doers; for I will keep the
commandments of my God.” “T have sworn,
and I will perform it, that T will keep thy
righteous judgments >’ (Ps. cxix. 106, 115).
So Daniel * purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the king’s meat >
(Dan. i. 8). (3) In our practice. Purpose
to become practice. The man only blessed
who ““walketk not in the counsel of the un-
godly” (Ps.i. 1). Our life to bc governed
by opposite principles.

Third : why is the counsel of the ungodly
to be put far from us? From its character
and issues. The principles of the ungodly
and worldly arc—(1) Foolish and unreasonble.
Only the fool says in his heart, no God.
Absurd only to believe what we see. Mad-
ness to prefer the enjoyment of a day to
that of a life-time ; the enjoyment of a short
life-time to that of an endless eternity. The
part of a fool to make careful provision for
the body and neglect the soul which shall
eternally survive 1t. (2) Wicked. Intensely
wicked to ignore and repudiate the God that
made, preserves, and every moment sustains
us; a God possessed of every excellence—
the Author of our Being and our Well-being.
(3) Destructive. Certain and endless ruin
the result of a sinful and worldly life,—of
despising God and rejecting His Son, Jesus
Christ, ¢ All they that hate me love death.”
What is sown here is realpcd hereafter ( Gal.
vi, 7, 8; Ps. xvi. 4; Is. L. 11; Rom. ii1. 16;
vi. 21, 23 ; John viii. 21, 24).

Fourth: Howis the counsel of the wicked
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to be put far away from us? Not casily,
The counsel of the wicked is—(1) Natural
to a depraved heart. 'The carpal mind
comity against God. To follow the counsel
of the wicked is to swim with the stream.
(2) Popular. The way of the multitude.
To put it far away is to be singular. Not
always easy to come ont and be separate.
(8) Pleasing to the flesh. Sin wears a ser-
pent’s skin. The forbidden fruit pleasing to
the eye, and sweet to the taste. The princi-
ples and practice of the wicked and worldly
only to be put far away from us—(1) By
a change of hearf. A corrupt tree only
brings forth evil fruit. ““Out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts,” &e. *“Ye mnst be
born again.”” Exeept a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot see the king-
dom of God. (2) By weceptance of the offered
Suviour and reliance on His grace. In look-
ing to Him who died for our sin we are
delivered from its power, and receive
strength to overcome it. The cross of
Christ our only deliverance from the counsel
of the ungodly (Gal. vi. 14). (3) By the due
use of means. (1.) Prayer. Spiritual strength
given to waiting upon God and in answer to
prayer (Is. xl. 22—31; Ezek. xxxvi. 25—
27, 37). () Reading and meditation in
the Seriptures (Ps. xvil. 4; exix. 11; John
xv. 3; xviil. 17).  (iii.) Contemplation of
the Saviour’s ckaracler and eross (2 Cor. iii.
18; Gal. vi. 14). (iv.) Consideration of the
character and consequences of sin.

Job’s practical renunciation of the connsel
of the ungodly already a fact. Resolution
is to become rcality. The future to be
translated into the present,—‘Let it be”
to become “ it is.”

YI. The final misery of the ungodly,
notwithstanding present prosperity
(verse 17).  “ How oft is the candle of the
wicked put ont.” May be read either as a
question implying the rarity of the case, or
as an exclamation implying its frequency.
The “ candle,” or prosperity, of the wicked,
extinguished by death, though frequently
before it. Job’s main assertion, that the
wicked often live, become old, and die in
prosperity and case. Yet their end destruc-
tion not the less. Asaph stumbled at the
prosperity of the wicked till he went into
the sanctuary and understood their end
(Ps. Ixxiii. 17).—* How oft cometh their
destruction upon them.” Not always, nor
cven usually, visited with signal judgment
and a miserable death. Occasional cases as
warnings, and as indications of a future
judgment. Examples: the Deluge; destrne-
tion of Sodom and Gomorrha ; Haman ; Saul,
Herod.— God distributeth sorrows in His
anger. Observe—1., Conlinuance of oniward

prosperily consislent wilh secret wrath. The
abuse of Divine gifts the greatest orovoca-
tion of Divine auger. God’s wrati certain
against ungodliness, however long its mani-
festation may be withheld. God angry with
the wicked every day. Wrath treasured up
against the day of wrath. (2) The sorrows
of the ungodly often sent in anger ; those of
the godly always ¢n love. Those the most
terrible sorrows that are distributed in God’s
anger. (3) Sorrows distributed by God as
well as mercies. All sorrows distributed by
a Divine hand ; only, some distributed in
anger, others in love. Trouble not from the
dust. Wisely meted out, whether in mercy
or in judgment. The cup mingled and
measured, and sooner or later put into the
hand of each. The cup of sorrow held out
to a believer by a Father’s hand, to he ex-
changed ere long for the cup of joy. To be
put at last into the hand of the ungodly (Is.
1i. 22 23; Luke xvi. 25). (4) Zerrible end
of the wicked after a life of prosperity and
pleasnre (verse 18). < They are as stubble
before the wind, and as chaff that the storm
carrieth away, (margin, “stealeth away,”
rapidly and unexpectedly as a thief in the
night, Matt. xxiv. 43; 1 Thess. v. 2;
2 Peter ili. 10; Rev. xvi. 15). Frequent
comparison of the ungodly to the fragments
of straw and the chaff separated from the
wheat on the open threshing-floor, exposed
to the wind on alofty situation, and thus
carried violently, suddenly, and rapidly
away by it, while the wheat is left for the
garner (Ps. 1. 4; Is. xxix. 5; Hos. xiii. 3).
Indicates—(1) God’s long-continued but
exhausted patience ; (2) The worthlessness
of the ungodly; (3) Their final separation
from the godly; (4) Their utter and
irremediable destruction.

YIIL. A sinfallife ofien punished in its
consequences on the sinner’s children
(verse 19). “ God layeth up his iniquity (or
the punishment of it) for his children; he
rewardeth him and he shall know (or feel) it.
His eyes shall see his destruction (implying
more than mere destruction itself; he shall
have full and bitter experience of it ; or shall
sce it approaching and yet be unable to
escape from it), and lie shall drink of the
wrath of the Almighty [as before he drank
iniquity, which is the cause of it]. For what
pleasure hath he in his house after him, when
the number of his months is cut off in the
midst?” Perhaps an objection to his state-
ment here anticipated and answered. If God
does not pnnish the ungodly man in this life,
yet, say the three friemfs, He punishes him in
his children after him. But, replies Job, the
punishment ought to he inflicted on himself;
and he, not his children, ought, according to
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your prineiples, to feel it. His cyes ought
to see his own destruction. For what has
he to do with his family after him when he
his dead? Observe—(1) An undeniable truth
‘that « man’s sins often entuil their conse-
quences on his childven. Embodied in the
seeond commandment (Ex. xx. 5). Temporal
consequences often entailed apart from sins
in the children. The parents’ sins frequently
inherited by the children, and their conse-
quences along with them. A man in some
degree punished in tlie person of his children.
His children closely bound up with him as
part of himself. A natural desire that it
should be well with them after his death.
His children’s suffering after his death an
aggravation of his own. (2) Sin, however,
mainly punished in the person himself who
commits it. Henee, that punishment not
always inflieted in this life, as Zophar and
his friends maintained. No less eertainly
however in the next, as maintained by Job.

YVIII. Assertion of God’s infinite
wisdom and knowledge (verse 22). * Shall
any teach God knowledge? Seeing he
judgeth those that are high.” God, unable
1o receive any aeeession to His wisdom or
knowledge from the most intelligent of His
creatures. The highest intelligences under
His government and control. God uni-
versally acknowledged as the Judge and
Ruler of heaven and carth (Gen. xvii. 25).
Angels, devils, and men of every rank, under
His sway and jurisdietion. Hell and destrue-
tion naked and open before Him. The hearts
and counsels of men and angels exposed to
His view. The expulsion of failen angels an
example of His judging ““those that are high.”
The judge of augeﬁs not to be dirceted by
puny men (Rom. xi. 34; 1 Cor.'ii. 16). He
who judges angels needs no instruction how
to deal with men. 1llence—(1) The ease of
caeh safe in his hands; ¢2) No room for
uestioning or cavilling on the part of any
of His erealures in reference to IIis provi-
dential dealings with them.

IX. Sovereignty and inscrutableness
of Divine Providenee. Men variously
dealt with both in life and death without
apparent rcferenee to character and desert
(verse 23). “One dieth in his full strength
[with unimpaired health and vigour], being
wholly at ease and quiet [in the hey-day of
prosperity]. His breasts (margin, ‘milk
pails °) are full of milk (or, his vessels, intes-
tines, or sides are full of fat), and his bones
arc moistened with marrow. And another
dieth in the bitterness of his soul (with an
expericnee the opposite of the former, grief
and pain pursuing him to the end), and never
eateth with pleasure” (or, “never enjoys

132

pleasure,”—a sufferer during his whole life)
Varicties everywhere in mew’s experience,
both in life and in death. These varieties
often and generally due rather to the
sovereignty of the Diviue Disposer than to
the character and merits of individuals.
Love and hatred not to be discovered by the
cxternal events in our lot. One event to all
(Ece. ix. 2).—Death equally the end of
all (verse 25). “They shall lie down alike
in the dust, and the worms shall eover them,”
Lessons from this unversality of death:—
(1) Conteatment iwith one’s lof. Lxternal
differenees only for a short period of this pre-
sent life. These assigned now in infinite
wisdom, and all forgotien in the grave. (2)
Hunility. The dust our final resting-place.
Worms by-and-by our principal covering;
(8) Necessity of immediate preparation aud
constunl readiness for death. Nothing more
eertain than death, and more uncertam than
the time and cireumstances. The grave a
resting-place for the body; the soul, immortal
and immaterial, has its dwelling elsewhere.
Its plaec in the spirit-world aceording to its
charaeter and deeds in this. After death the
judgment (Matt. xxv.31—46; Rom. il. 6—
10). Inthe eternal world the rich and poor
often change places. Lazarus comforted,
Dives tormented (Luke xvi. 25).

his
un-

X. Job’s remonstrance with
friends on their errencons and
charitable views (verses 27—30).

1. Lrposes their secrel cogitations regard-
tny him (verse 27). ““Behold 1 know your
thoughts, and the devises whieh ye wrong-
fully 1magine against me. For ye say [within
vourselves], where is the house of the prinee
(the rieh or munificent chief — alluding to
Job himself, whose house was now desolate,
and that of his eldest son in ruins)? and
where are the dwelling-plaees of the wieked?”
(margin, “thetent of the tabernaeles;” ffeb.,
the tent of the dwelling-places ; either that
of the rieh chief in the midst of those of his
household and elan, [ehap. xxv. 297 or his
house as divided into various apartments).
The sceret surmise of Job’s friends that the
desolation of his own house, and that of
liis somr, was a Divine retribution. IFrom this
desolation they injuriously conclude they
had been wicked men. The errors of the
Jews in Christ’s day, in refercnee to the
slaughtered Galileans and the disaster in
Siloam (Luke xiii. 1—5.) That of the
Miletians, in regard to Paul and the viper
whieh fastened on his hand (Aets xxviii. 4).

2. Refeis them Lo the testimony of men of
travel and observation (verse 29). * Have
ve not asked them that go by the way?
and do ye not know their tokens?”
(or, *“acknowledge their testimonies,”’—the
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examples met with in their travels, and
related by them to others, or their written
communications, which are proofs of what I
now advance). In the early ages of the
world, and still to a great extent in the
East, most of the information as to events
in otlier lands obtained by travellers. That
information, however, probably to some
extent committed early to letters, here
called “ tokens,”—signs or marks (Gen. iv.
15). Moses direeted by God to write the
song he delivercd before his death, as well
as the law of commandments (Deut. xxxi. 19
—24). Letters among the earlicst inventions.
Probably at first hieroglyphics, or figures
of animate or inauimate objeets. (See ch. xix.
23, 24).

3. Testimony of travellers in relution to
the wicked (verse 30). ““That the wicked
is reserved to the day of destruetion
(spared often and long in this world, even
in the midst of calamities that overtake
others, though surc to be punished in the
next, if not ultimately in this, as in the
case of Pharaol)? they shall be brought
forth to the day of wrath” (or, “they are
led [as in a pompous procession] to the day
of wrath,” which sooner or later overtakes
them ; or, “theyare led [in safety] in the day
of wrath” which comes upon the community ;
margin, the day of wraiks—-great or aceu-
mulated wrath, as Rev. vi. 17). Job's first
position—God destroys, by external calami-
ties, the righteous and the wicked indis-
criminately (ch. ix. 22, 23). Iis sceond—
The wicked are often spared in the midst of
sueh ealamities,—spared in case and pros-
perity,—and spared long. Rests his asscr-
tions on facts. These facts not invalidated by
oceasional examples of the contrary. Thesc
in perfect harmony with, and cven when
rightly viewed, a confirmation of, a future
retribution. Iivery day of wrath in this
world points its finger to a still greater one
in the next.

XI. Returns to the prosperity and
power of the wicked as following them
even to the grave.

The ungodly often so powerful as to escape
all reproof and punishment for their crimes in
this world (verse 31). ¢ Who shall declare
his way to his face? and who shall repay
liim what he hath done ?*> None bold enongh
for the one, or powerful enough for the other.
The case of John the Baptist in relation to
Herod the Tetrarch, a rare one, especially-
in those early times. Verse 32.—Yet
shall he (or ‘even this man’) be brought
(conveyed in pomp and honour) to the grave.
{Margin, ‘ graves,” the place of graves; or
¢he sepulehral grot, with its various apart-
nents and numerous niches for the dead;

or an eminent and magnificent grave—a large
and splendid mausoleum, perhaps a pyramid) ;
and shall remain in the tomb,” (Murgin,
“shall watch in the heap;” shall appear
still to live at his tomb, as embalmed and

reserved from eorruption, or as represented
Ey liis statue or other memorial ; or * watch
shall be kept [by others] at his tomb,” to
preserve it and do him honour). Honour
not only attends him in life, but follows him
to the tomb both in and after his death.
So ““the rich man died and was buried,” i.c.
had a large and splendid funeral; nothing
said ol the burial of Lazarus (Luke xvi. 22).
The pompous funeral of the wicked also a
noticeable objeet in the days of the royal
preacher (Eee. viii. 10). Verse 33.—* The
clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him.”
Buried, like great men, at the foot:of a
mountain where the winter stream keeps
moist the sods that cover him. He has a
pleasaunt resting-place for his remains, and
the sod lies softly upon lLim. Apparently
as enviable in his death as he had been in his
life. Himself still supposed to enjoy in the .
spirit-world the honour done to his earthly
remains, and the agreeable eircumstances
whieh attend them. DPleasing delusion of
the imagination! 'The experience of the
rich man in hell (Hades or the spirit-world)
the opposite of that suggested by his costly
funeral and beautifully adorned grave.—*‘And
every man shall draw after hin as there are
innumerable before him.”  His death no
solitary case. Dcath the common lot of
fallen humanity, without respeet to character
or conduct. The wicked abundantly ae-
companied in the spirit-world. Company
liowever no alleviation. The seeond desire
of the rieh man in Iades, that his five
brethren might notcome also to that place
of torment (Luke xvi. 28). 'The prescuce
of others rather an aggravation than a
relicf.

XII. Conelusion (verse 34). The friecnd’s
consolation vain because grounded on false
principles. ““How then comfort yc me in
vain, seeing that in your answers there re-
maineth falsehood”  (Murgin, *transgres-
sions,” opposition to the truth, or, malice
and evil intent). Consolation, to be of any
value, to be grounded on right principles.
Must be—(1) Zrue, in the matter ; accord-
ing to the Word of God, the only infallible
standard. (2) Suitable in its application ;
adapted to the circumstances of the case,
aud of the individual addressed. Trath mis-
applied becomes error. (3) ZLovizg, in its
manner—truth  spoken in love.  Truth,
spoken harshly and uncharitably, irritates
rather than heals the wounded spirit. “False-
hood” n the answers and arguments o]t: g 2\)’5
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friends, inasmuch as they maintained—(1)
That God acts, in His government of the
world, in a way which He does not; uniformly
visiting the sins of the ungodly upon them
in the present life, and rewarding the godly
with worldly prosperity and case. (2) That,
according to these prineiples, those who are
great sufferers must be great sinners. (3)
That the only way to be delivered from sueh
suffering, and to epjoy such prosperity, is

by acknowledgment of sin and a turning
from it to God,—to be with that view imme-
diately made by the sufferer, and therefore
by Job himself. AMalice or evil intent in
their answers ; their aim being to make Job
a grievous transgressor in the sight of God,
and one who was suffering justly the punish-
ment of his sins—the “ devices the~ wrong-
fully imagined against him > (ch. xx1.). Their
offence not only against truth but charity.

CHAPTER XXII.
THIRD SPELCII OF ELIPHAZ TIIE TEMANITE.

Remonstrates with Job on his sclf-righte-
ousness, and plainly eharges him with griev-
ous transgressions as the cause of his present
sufferings ; concludes with promises of pros-
perity and blessing on his repentance.

I. Reproves his apparent pride and
self-righteonsness (verse 2—4) God laid
under no obligation by his piety. ¢ Can a
man be profitable unto God as he that is
wise is profitable to himself ? (or, when he by
acting wisely profits himself; Margin, “if he
may be profitable, does his good snccess
depend on himself?”)  Is it any pleasure to
the Almighty that thou act righteous? or
is it gain to Him that thou makest thy ways
perfect ?  Will he reprove thee for fear
of thee (lest He suffer injury and loss by
thy conduet)? Will Ilc euter with thee
into judgment (to recover His right as an
injured person) ?”  Observe—

1. God wnder no obligution o tre«! men
betler than Ile does. God no man’s debtor.
A sceret fecling at the bottom of men’s com-
plaini against His providential dealings, asif
they were \vrongcdP by Him and had a right
to expect better treatment. On the con-
trary, all treated infinitely better than they
deserve. All good in men is from God, nct
themselves. Men come infinitely short of
rendering to God what He has a right to as
their Creator, Preserver, and constant Bene-
factor.

2. God’s glory and happiness independent
of man’s conducd. God no loser by men’s
want of religion, nor gainer by their practice
of it (Ps. xvi. 2). God reproves men not
from jfeer of them, but from /Jore to them
(Rev. iii. 19). Men never too bad for Him
to love them, nor too great for Him to fear
them. God neither rebukes the good from
unkindness, nor the great from fear. Still
true—(1) That men may, through grace, pro-
mote God’s glory and advance His kingdom
in the world; (2) That He has pleasurc in
holy men and in their holy lives (Ps. exlvil.
11 J’ Zrov. xi. 20); (3) That men have it

3

in their power to render to God His rightful
claim, or to rob Iim of what is His (Mal.
iii. 8). This the grievous sin not only of
the Jews, but of men in general (Matt. xxi.
54,41).

3. True wisdom always profitable to the
possessor of if. 'That wisdom the fear of
God and a life of godliness. Wisdom the
knowledge, choice, and pursuit of the best
end by the best means. Here equivalent to
being “ righteous,” or “making one’s ways

erfect ” or upright. Profitable in regard
Eoth to body and soul, time and cternity.
Godliness with contentment great gain (1
Tim. vi. 6). The gains of religion infinitely
greater than its losses. Wisdom’s ways
pleasantuess and peace. Length of days
m her right hand, in her left riches and
honour.  Godliness profitableness unto all
things (1 Tim. iv. 8). No good whieh is
not gained by it ; nothing lost by it which
we arc not the better by losing.

II. Charges Job with multiplied and
grievous transgressions (verse 5—9).

1. In general ferms (verse 3). “Is not
thy wickedness great and thine iniquitics
infinite? ”  True, more or less, of all men,
Job included. Not however in the sense
of Eliphaz. Aeccording to Eliphaz, Job’s
wickedness great in comparison with that
of other men, and with hisown. The thought
that of the Pharisce in the temple.—Great
and multiplied transgressions humbly ac-
knowledged by the best (Ps. xxv. 11;
xl. 12; Bzra ix. 61). The certain result of
a fallen and corrupt nature (Matt. xv. 19;
Gen. vi. 5; viil. 21). Corrupt streams
constantly flow from a corrupt spring. Yet
along with this, in Job and in all good men,
a nature opposed to evil. Hence—(1) the
evil resisted, held in check, weakened, and
more or less overcome; (2) Good, though
imperfeetly, yet with more or less uniformity
performed. Truly good men, in virtue of
a two-fold nature, both saints and sinners.
The former witk their will, the latter against
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it. Good men do good, but not all they
would, or any as they would. Do evil, but
not all they otherwise would, nor would they
do any (Gal. v. 17). Observe—(1.) A/
wickedness great, as committed—(«) Against
a great God; (4) Against great obligations
to the contrary; (¢) With comparatively
little inducement to commit it; (4) With
great evil as the result both to ourselves and
others. (ii.) Ze wickedness of some greater
than that of others ; as committed—(z) With
greater boldness ; (&) Under great obligations
to the contrary; (¢) With greater know-
ledge and means of resistance; (4) With
less temptation to the commission of it.
(iil.) Mesw’s iniquities infinife—as (a) Against
an infinite God; (4) Against infinite o%liga-
tions to the contrary; (¢) Numberless; (d)
Incessant during hfe; (¢) But for Divine
grace, continuing to be committed throngh-
out cternity ; (f) Attended with infinitely
disastrons results. Sins committed against
infinite majesty and goodness have in them
an infinite malignity and greatness.

2. Charges him with specific crimes (verse
6—9.) (1) Cruelly and wrorg (verse 6).
“Thou hast taken a pledge from the poor for
nought,”—unjustly, when nothing, or next
to nothing, was dee ;—taking. his garment
from him for that purpose without restoring
it to him by sunset, as afterwards require
by the law (Ex. xxil. 26—27), and as was
always the part of a right-minded man,~—the
poor man’s garment by day being also his
covering by night. Somelimes the bed
itself taken as a pledge by rapacious and un-
feeling creditors (Prov. xxii. 7). The sin
of not restoring the pledge spoken of as not
uncommon among the Jews in the days of
the prophets (Ezek. xviii. 12; Amos. 1. 8).
This alleged sin of Job’s marked by Eliphaz
as partieularly heinous from its being com-
witted against a *“brother.” The “brother
not necessarily a relative, or even a country-
man. All men brethren. All wrong done to
our fellowmen done to our ¢ brother.”
¢ Sirs, ye are brethren,”—a powerful reason
for not wronging one another (Acts. vii. 26 ;
Exod. ii. 11), &c. — The charge enlarged
upon. “Thou hast stripped the naked
(the poor and poorly clad) of their clothing,”
—the large upper garment, or Arab hyke,
worn as a garment by day and serving as a
covering to slecp in at night. Among the
articles taken and kept ﬁy rapacious and
hard-hearted creditors. This charge the very
opposite of Job’s character (ch. xxix. 12—
17; xxxi. 19, 20). (2) Want of kindness
and’ charity to the poor and needy (verse
7.) ‘“Thou hast not given water to the
weary to drink, and thou hast witholden
bread from the lungry.” Acts of kindness
aud hospitality particularly required in the

.and means of subsistence taken from t

Tast, and especially at that early period:
no imns for travellers; people often poor;
travelling generally performed on foot
climate hot and ecreating thirst; water
often scarce and always precious; in-
habitants often plundered Ey marauders,
and forced to wander from house and home
by invaders. Hence duties of hospitality
held peculiarly sacred among Orientals,
especially in Arabia (Gen. xviil. 4. 5; xix. 2;
xxi. 14, 15; xxviil. 11; Ex. ii. 15). Foun-
tains even in cities often bequeathed by
wealthy Arabs for the free use of the poor,
as well as moncy to provide persons to dis-
pense it gratuitously in the streets. Job’s
actual conduct the reverse of that here
ascribed to him (ch. xxxi. 17, 32). (3)
Partiality to the rich (verse 8). “But as
for the mighty man, he had the earth (or
land), and the honourable man dwelt in it.”
Reference probably intended to Job’s judicial
conduct as an Arab chief, emir, or prince.
The eharge that of neglecting and wronging
the poor, while the rich and mighty were
favoured. The former expelled from their
homes and inheritances to make room for
the latter. Violence and ‘wrong on thé
part of the great conmived at. li’artiality
to the rich a grievous offence in the sight of
God (Prov. xxviil. 21). Especially on the
part of judges and magistrates (Lev. xix. 15).
Condemned as existing in early Christian
churches (James ii. 1—9). To feast the
rich and neglect to feed the poor, the oppo-
site of Christ’s rule (Luke xiv. 12—14).
The peculiar temptation of the vich. (4)
Neglect and oppression of the widow and
JSatherless (verse 9). ““Thou hast sent the
widows away empty, and the arms of the
fatherless have been iroken,”—their suli]port

em,
either by Job himself, or by others with his
connivance. His alleged conduct either as
that of a rich and powerful man in private
life, or of a judge and magistrate, such as
Job_actually was %&h. xxix. 7—17. The
conduct here aseribed to him that of the
unjust judge in the Parable (Luke xviii. 2—
5). The opposite of Job’s real conduct (ch.
xxi. 12—17; xxxi. 17,18, 21). The offence
laid to his charge one of the most aggravated.
Neglect of the cause of an injurc?l person a
grievous offence on the part of the judge or
magistrate ; still more so when the cause is
that of those who are bereft of their natural
defenders and unable to defend themselves.
To injure any a sin in the sight of God;
an aggaravated sin to injure the widow and
thefatherless. Widowsandfatherless children
entitled to pity; still more to justice. Not
to assist such, a sin; a still greater one to
injure them. The widow and fatherless
especially cared for by God (Ps. IX‘)’:][I:13.55).
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The same required by Iim of others, both
under the law (Exod. xxii. 22) and uander
the Gospel (James. i. 27).

These eharges exhibit—(1) The wrong
done to Job by his friends; (2) The trial
thus endured by himself. The open expres-
sion of what had been their secret thoughts
from the first of their visit (eh. xxi. 27).
False charges both a grievous wrong against
men and a heinous sin against God. An
aggravation when, as in this case, laid against
a zood man and a fricnd.

The multiplicity and magnitude of Job’s
offences only inferred by kliphaz from lis
extraordinary sufferings. His false and un-
charitable charges the result of a false philo-
sophy and mistaken views of the Divine

overnn:ent.  Errorsin religion no less con-

emnable in themselves or mjurious in their
consequences from being sincerely held and
earnestly defended. Clrist’s followers often

ut to cruel deaths under the impression of
going God service (John xvi. 2). No new
thing for God’s faithful servants to have
things laid to their eharge, of which they not
only are innoeent, hut which they utterly
abhor. Innocence itself no security against
false and abominable charges. Christ put
to death under a charge of blasphemy.
Stigmatized as a drunkard and a glution, a
deceiver of the people and exciter of sedi-
tion.

III. Impntes Jol’s calamities directly
to his sins (verse 9). *Therefore snares are
round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth
thee ; or darkness that thou canst not see
[any way of escape] and abundance of waters
(—overwhelming troubles) cover thee.”
Refers—(1) To his sudden and multiplied
calamities ; (2) To his inward darkness and
distress; (8) To his perplexity and confu-
sion of mind, both as to the eause of his
troubles and any way of escape out of them.
Fear and consternation the natural result of
great, unlooked for, and suceessive calami-
ties. Job’s present experience. His case an
apparent contravention of the promise: “He
sﬁall not be afraid of evil tidings (Ps. exii.
7). Calmness and fearlessness in reference
to ealamity and trouble the believer’s duty
and privilege (Phil.iv. 67). Christ in the
midst of the storm: “It is I, be not afraid.”
~—Job’s great troubles, according to Eliphaz,
due to great sins. No sins likely to be more
severely visited than those falsely charged
upon him—unmercifulness to and oppression
of the poor and needy, He shall have judg-
ment withont mercy that bath shewed no
mercy (James ii. 13). No louder ery than
that of wrong done to the widow, the father-
less, and the poor (James v. 4),
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IV. Charges Job with infidel princi-
ples (verses 11—14). “Is not God in the
height of heaven? And behold the height
of the stars how high they are!” Asspoken
by Eliphaz Limself, expresses the Divine
supremacy over all—even the highest created
beings—and the ability of God to take full
cognizance of the affairs of men. As possibly
ascribed by him to Job expressed the sup-
posed distanee of God from this lower world,
and the eonsequent unlikelihood of his taking
any notiee of human affairs. “And (yet’
or ¢ therefore’) thou sayest [in effeet, if not
in so many words]. How (Maryin, what)
doth God know ? Can he judge (—rule in
the affairs of men) through the thick cloud ?
Thiek clouds are a covering to him that He
secth not ; and He walketh in the cireuit of
heaven.” The sentiment here falscly ascribed
to Job that of a heart blinded by sin and
alienated from God,—God too far off aud too
much oceupied with higher things than to
care for or take cognizance of human affairs
(Ps. x. 11 ; Ixxiii. 11). Finite man thinks
of God as finite and 1mperfeet like himself.
Perhaps in this ease the wish the father to
the thought. The fool hath said in his Aeart,
“There 1s no’'God ”— {o take cognizanee
of carthly things (Ps. xiv. 1). God’s omni-
presence and omniseienee little realized be-
cause little loved. Hence—(1) Indulgence
in a course of sin and oppression such as is
here falsely ascribed to Job; (2) Murmuring
under trouble and oppression as if God took
no heed either of man’s doings or sufferings.
Even a child of God, under deep and aceu-
mulated afffictions, tempted with sueh unbe-
lieving and God-dishonouring thoughts.
Faith in God’s omnipresence, omniscience,
aud all-superintending Providence, our com-
fort in trouble and our guard in temptation.
The worst _sentiments often falsely ascribed
to the children of God. ¢ Blessed are ye
when man shall say all manner of evil against
you for my sake ” (Matt. v. 11).

The immense height or distance of the
stars impressive even to ordinary observers.
That distance, however, probably much
greater than could be dreamt of in the days
of Eliphaz. The ncarest fixed star thousands
of millions of miles distant. Millions of
stars thousands of times more distant still.
The Milky Way, “powdered with stars,” an
immense cluster of stars too distant to be
distinguished as such by the naked eye.
Stars so distant that their light travelling at
the same rate as that of the sun only reaches
us so as to render them visible atter thou-
sands of years. A false and foolish conclu-
sion that because God is present with and
governs those distant worlds or suns, he
cannot be supposed to superintend or care
for the affairs of this mmor planct. God
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necessarily equally present in, and equally
cognisant of, every part of his boundless
dominions. The most distant and the most
minute of His creatures equally and at once
observed by His eye and supported by His
hand. The same omniscience that numbers
the stars numnbers also the hairs of our head.
Divinely enlightened reason sees cverywhere
¢ The unambiguous footsteps of the God
Who gives its lustre to an insect’s wing,
And wheels His throne upon the rolling
worlds.”

Universal government no burden to an
infinite God. An animalcule shares His at-
tention with a sun, a worm with a seraph.
God higher than the highest star, yet nearer
to both reader and wnter than his nearest
friend. Hence :— J

1. God infinitely glorious and worthy of
all adoration. “The heavens declare the
glory of God ” (Ps. xix. 1).

2. Submission to God in all eircumstances
the creature’s duty.

3. Trust in God, under the severest tiials,
the believer’s privilege.

4. Awful infidelity of the heart to ignore
God and expel Him from His own world.

5. Dreadlul nature of sin that despises
and rebels against a God at once so infinitely
great and good.

V. Adduces as a warning to Job the
example of the antediluvian world
(verse 15—20). “Hast thou marked the
old way which wicked men have trodden ?
Which were cut down out of time (or pre-
maturely), whosc foundation was overflown
with a flood (Margin, ‘a flood was poured
upon their foundations; > or, ‘a river poured
forth was their foundation,’ 7.e., their dwel-
ling which seemed most secure, or all they
trusted in) ; which said unto God, Depart
from us, and what can the Almighty do for
them (or, ‘for us,” or ‘to us’)? Yet he
filled their houses with good things : but. the
counsel of the wicked is far from me (either
the protest of Eliphaz himself against ihe
principles and practice of those antediluvian
sinners, and others like them, or perhaps the
words of Job repeated in irony). The
righteous see it (viz., the destruction of the
ungodly) and arc glad, and the innocent
laugh them to scorn (Ps. lii. 6; lviii. 10, 11).
Wihereas our substance is not cut down (or,
¢verily our adversary is destroyed’); but (or
‘and’) the remnant of them (Aargin, ¢ their
excellency’) the fire devoureth.” Possible
allusion to the destruction of the cities of
the Plain, with a cruel side-glance at Job’s
own losses and the occasion of one of them.
Observe :—

1. Some dealt with by God in judgment
for the warning of others (2 Pet. ii. G).

2. Sin an “old way,” older than the world
itself, trodden by the angels that fell, and
then by the world before the Flood (Gen.
vi. 5.)

3. A course of sin sooner or later ends in
suffering. Sin, though an old and well-
trodden way, as dangerous and disastrous -
as ever (Rom. vi. 23).

4, The conduct of sinners and its fatal
consequences to be carefully ““marked” and
avoided.

5. The firmest carthly posscssion casily
swept away by the judgments of God;
““whose foundation,” &e.

6. Dislike of God the essence of sin and
the root of a sinful life; *¢ Which said unto
God, Depart from us.”

7. God and sin unable to dwell together
at peace in the same leart.

8. The unrenewed hecart unable to get
God far enough ; the renewed onc unable to
get Him near enough.

9. The baseness and blindness of sin.
Like the man who turns his best friend and
benefactor out of doors.

10. The ungodly often the most prosperouns
in this world. *He filled their houses,” &c.

11. The part of the impenitent to despise
God’s goodness as well as defy His power
(Rom. ii. 4).

12. God’s multiplied favours a fearful
aggravation of a sinful life. “Yet He filled
their lhouses,” &e. Sad when a house full
of good things is not accompanied with a
heart full of grace.

13. A constant protest to be entered
against an ungodly life, however prosperous.
The ¢ counsel of the wicked,” however fair
and flattering, to be kept far from us.

14. Prosperous wickedness and suffering
piety only for a time. A day cometh when
the tables will be turned. “Blessed are ye
that weep now, for ye shall laugh; woe unto
you that laugh new, for ye shall mourn and
weep ” (Luke vi. 21—25). Abraham’s—
“Son, remember >’ (Luke xvi. 25).

15. The rightcous glad, not at the sinner’s
calamity itself, but at the holiness and justiee
of God appearing in it. The Creator’s cha-
racter dearer to holy men and angels than
the creature’s comfort.

16. Proud and presumptuous sinuers ab
at last put to shame (Dan. xii. 2).

17. Happy when we can truly rank our-
sclves witg the godly. “Whereas our sub-
stanee,” &c., Z.e. that of the righteous; or,
“Truly our adversary,” &c. God's saints
regard His adversaries as their own.

YI. Exhorts to repentance and piety
(verse 21—23).

Y. Lxhortation to submission and reconcilia-
tion with God (verse 21). Acquain{sgow
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thyself (or, ¢ Submit thyself, and cultivate
friendship and fellowship’) with Him, and
be at peace; thereby good shall come unto
thee” (or, *thine increase shall be good ).
Precious exhortation, but unjustly addressed
to Job, as if still estranged from God. Con-
tains :

Tirst, the Zzhortation proper. Two parts.
Part First.

¢ Aequaint thyself with God.”

Acquaintance or friendship with God our
first duty and highest interest. Implies—
(1) Knowledge of God. Knowledge necessary
to acquaintaneeship. To have friendship
with God we must know Him,—as far as He
is pleased to reveal Himself, and as far as
creatures can know Him, in His nature, His
attributes and His relations. God to be
known as a Spirit, and as a Unity in Three
Persons,—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To
be known as infinite, cternal, and unchang-
ing ; as omnipresent, omniseient, and omni-
Eotent ; as holy, just, wise, and good. To be
xnown as our Creator, Preserver, Governor,
and through the incarnation, obedience, and
death of His Son, our Redeemer. To be
known in part from His works, but most
from His Word. Only rightly and savingly
known through the inward illumination and
revelation of His Holy Spirit. To be known
as revealed in His Son Jesus Christ (John
xiv. 9). Power given to Clrist by the Father
to communieate the saving knowledge of
Himself to men (Matt. xi. 27 ; John xvii. 2,
3). The Son’s mission to reveal the Father
(John 1. 18)." Knowledge of God to be
obtained—(i.) Throngh attention to and fuith
in the Word that reveals Him. The Scriptures
testify of Christ; therefore to be searched
(John v. 39). (ii.) Through earrest prayer
Jor Divine illumination and teaching (Prov.
ii, 3—>5). Wisdom, including the true know-
ledge of God, given by God Himself in
answer to believing prayer (James i. 4).
(iii.) Through applicatior to and acceplance
of Clrist «s e Saviour. One part of Iis
work as a Saviour, to teach, enlighten, and
eommunicate the saving knowledge of God
(Matt. ii. 27—29; John xvil. 2, 3). Christ
Himself made wisdom to those who receive
and trust in Him (1 Cor. i. 30).—(2) S»2-
mission fo God. Submission to God the first
duty of a creature. Necessary to aequaint-
ance and friendly intereourse with God.
God’s graeious regard directed to the humble
and submissive (Isa. lxvi. 2). Submission
the first lesson in the school of Christ, and
the first step to the enjoyment of the Divine
favour and friendship (Matt. xi. 27—29).—
(8) Recouciliation with God. Man, through
sin, in a state of enmity with God. As a
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transgressor of His law, is under condemna-
tion. Sin to be forgiven, and man reconeiled
to God before any enjoyment of acquaintance-
ship or friendly intercourse. Reeonciliation
with God the object of the Son’s incarnation
and vicarious death. Sin a separating element
between God and His creatures. The sword
of justice between God and the sinner. To
be sheathed before any friendly fellowship
can exist. Ounly sheathed when satisfaction
has been made to law and justice for trans-
gression. To be first stained with the blood
of a substitute. Henee the oblation of
sacrifices. Christ the only true Saerifice and
Substitute. Men reconciled to God by His
blood (Eph. ii.13—16 ; Col.1. 21, 22; Rom.
v. 10).—(4) Conformity to God’s will and
character. Agreement in spirit and prineiples
necessary to friendship and fellowship (Amos
iii. 3). Conformity to God’s will and ways a
creature’s highest duty and interest. With-
out it man’s spirit a troubled sea that cannot
rest.—(5) Friendly walk and fellowship with
God. The end of all the preceding. The
highest happiness of a creature. Our privi-
lege in this life, our blessedness in the next
(Rev. iii. 4). The testimony borue to Enoeh
and Noah hefore the Flood: they ¢ walked
with God.” The third duty required of man
(Mie. vi. 8). Abraham the friend of God.
God'’s friendship and fellowship man’s highest
happiness in Paradise (Gen. i1. 8). Lost by
the Fall, but restored in Christ (John xiv. 23).
The seeret of happiness in a suffering world
and of contentment in every lot. He cannot
be unhappy who has the Almighty for his
friend. gbserve—(i.) Our konour to be made
capeble of acquaintance and fellowship with
God. Heaven, its endless enjoyment; hell,
its irrecoverable loss. (ii.) Zver increasing
acquaintance with God, in and through Jesus
Christ, our precious privilege.
Second part of exhortation :

¢ Be at peace.”

Peace the sweetest word in any language.
Includes all good. God’s best gift. God
the God of peace. Truc peace the ““peace
of God.” Peace on earth the ohject and
result of the Saviow’s incarnation (Liuke ii.
14). Peace the purchase of His blood. Christ
Himself our peace. His fitle ¢ the Prinee of
Peace.” Peace His legacy and gift to His
followers. Imparts His own peace (John
xiv. 27). Gives it not in word as a merc
salutation, but in reality and experienee.
Peace cither external or internal. The former
preeious ; the latter still more so. In this
world, the believers enjoy the latter without
the former (John xvi. 33). In the next, they
enjoy both. Aequaintance with God the
only way to peace. The world without peace
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because without God. Sometimes an external
peace en.}oyed without the internal. True
peace only to be found in Him who is our
peace. No peace without pardon, no pardon
without Christ. Peace with God before peace
in ourselves. Peace offered by God through
the death of His Son. The Gospel an am-
bassage of peace from the King of kings.
God in Christ reconciling the world to Him-
sell, and now beseeching men to be reconeiled
to Him (2 Cor. v. 19—21). Peacc with God
the immediate result of crediting the mes-
sage and accepting the offer (RRom. v.1).
Yollowed by internal peacc (Phil. iv. 6, 7).
Preserved by trust in Christ, and obedience
as its fruit. Christ trusted in, as our Surcty
and Substitute, our peace as sinners; Christ
followed as our Master and Pattern, our
peace as saints.

Second. The Promise attached to the
exhortation proper: Thereby good shall
come unto thee.”” TPeace with God brings
every blessing in its train (Rom. v. 1), &e.
No good withheld “from them that walk
uprightly,” as His reconciled and obedient
children (Ps. Ixxxiv, 11). All things made
to work together for good to them that love
God (Rom. viii. 28).  Afflictions and trials
converted into blessings (Heb. xii. 11). To
the submissive and believing, good comes in
this life; still more in the life to come,
Present good to believers only a foretaste of
the future. Suffering with Christ herc,
glorified with Him hcreafter. Death sepa-
rates them from all evil, and introduces them
into all good. Peace on carth crowned with
glory in heaven.

2. Exhortation to a cordial acceptance of
and attention to Divineteaching and admonition
(verse 22). *TRecceive, I pray thee, the law at
His mouth, and layup Hiswords in thincheart.”
The enjoyment of peace to be followed hy a
life of purity. Fricndship with God in-
separable from obedience to Him. Christ’s
yoke accepted with vest imparted (Matt. xi.
28, 2!(?. The rest continued as the yoke is
carried, Mary at peace sits down at the
Master’s feet and hears Ilis words. God a
King as well as a Father and Friend.  Christ
a Master as well as a Saviour. With Christ,
the law given as a directory of conduct, not
as a covenant of life. At first given with
—““Do this and live;”” now given with,—
“Live and do this.” Our happiness, that
the law is to be received at the hands of
Him who has Himsclf fulfilled its commands
and endured ils curse as our Surcty. The
same pierced hands that purehased peace
for our enjoyment, presents the law for our
obedience. The peace of the Gospel pre-
served by obedience to the law.

The law from God’s “mouth,”—spokexd and
given by Himself. At first given to man at his

creation; afterwards on various occasions,
and in different ways. God spake to the
fathers at sundry times and in divers mauners
(Heb. i. 1). The “law” here probably
equivalent to ¢ His words” in the next clause.
The directory not only of our conduet but of
our faith. Takenina general sense as includ-
ing both law and Gospel, precept and promise.
—@God’s Law, not our own will or reason,
or the .maxims and customs of the world
to be the guide of our practice and opinions.
—God’s law to be “received,”—(1) By
reverent attention; (2) Thankful receptance;
(3) Cordial faith; (4) Cheerful obedience;
(5) Humble submission. To be not merely
read but “received.” God’s law one of His
most precious gifts (Hos. viii. 12; Ps. exlvi.
19, 20). His law, properly so called, as much
a gift as his Gospel,

God’s “words” to be “laid wp in our
heart,”—for remembrance, meditation, and
use. To be laid up as our most precious
treasure. To be laid up, not in our chest or
our chamber, but in our heart. To be hidden
in the heart that we may not sin (Ps. exix.
11). So treasured by Christ, and ready for
use in the hour of temptation (Ps. xI. §;
Matt. iv. 4). To be laid up in the heart,—
(1) By deep attention; (2) Frequent
reading or hearing; (3) Serious reflection.
Not only to be lcarned but “laid up.”” The
mark of a loving child to prize, ponder, and
preserve the words of an absent parent.
God’s words laid up for us in the Secripture,
and to be laid up 2y us in our heart. Worthy
to be so laid up as our choicest treasure
(Ps. xix. 10). God’s words both words of
promise and precept, wooing, and warning.
Given both for dircction and comfort.
Tound both in the Old and New Testaments.

VII. Holds forth: various promises
with eonditions (versc 23—30).

“If thou return to the Almighty, thou
shalt be built up (more especially in a family,
with a new and numerous racc of children);
thou shalt (vather, if thou shalt’) put away
iniquity (or wrong doing) far from thy
tabernacles (plural,—Job addressed as a
chief or emir); then shalt thou lay up gold
as the dust (or, as Murgin, ‘and lay the
precious metals on the dust,” as things of
1o value and only to be trodden on), aud the
gold of Ophir (a place in Arabia distimguished
for its gold) as (or ‘on’) the stones of the
brooks; then shall the Almighty he thy
defence (Margin, ‘thy gold’), and thou
shalt have plenty of silver (or, “and [he
shall be] treasures of silver unto thee’).
For (or ‘gea’—a still greater blessing)
thou shalt have thy delight in the Almighty,
and shall lift up thy face unto God. Thou
shalt make thy prayer unio him (as inf%résc),
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aud he shall hear thee, and thou shalt per-
form thy vows [onthy prayer beinganswered].
Thou shalt also decree (or purpose) a thing
and it shall be established unto thee, and
the light [of prosperity and the Divine
blessing] shall shine upon thy ways. When
men are cast down (or ‘shall cast [thee]
down’; or, ‘shall humble themselves’),
then thou shalt say [in cenfident assurance],
there is (or ‘shall he’) lifting up; and he
shall save the humble person. He (ie.
God) shall deliver the island (or ‘the country’
or ‘dwelling’) of the innocent (or, ‘He
shall deliver him that is not innocent’, viz.,
at thy intercession), and it is delivered (or,
‘he shall be delivered’) by the purcness of
thy hands.” Three conditions—

1. Retwrning to God. **1f thou return to
the Almighty,—return home to Him as a
prodigal to his father, so as again to be
united to him and to the family,—return to
Him in submission, obedienee and love. Joh
unjustly regarded as having forsaken God
and cast off his fear (ch. xv. 4.) Always
true that the first step to a sinner’s happiness
is returning to God: “I will arisc and go to
my Father,” All we like sheep have gone
astray. God's constant call to the umneon-
verfed: Turn ye, turn ye; for why will ye
die? 7o the Almighty.” * Z0” ecmphatic,
even or quite to im; not only in good in-
clinations and beginnings, but fully and
thoroughly. “He arose and went to His
Father.” Not enongh to furn from siz, but
to return fo God (Jer. iv. 1; Hos. vii. 16).
Christ the way back to the Father (John xiv.
6). Returning to God a necessary condition
of God returning to us (Mal. iil. 7). Im-
portant prayer (Jer. xxxi. 18).

2. Pulting iniquily fur from us and from
our dwelling. *Thou shalt put iniquity far
from thy tabernacles.” No true returning
to God without turning from sin. God and
sin at opposite poles; the face to the one,
the back to the other. No friendship with
God without a falling out with sin. Sin
the abominable thing which God hates (Jer.
xliv. 4)—To be put away not only from
oursclves but {rom our dwefling. A man
responsible for what is done in his house.
David’s resolution (Ps. ci. 3—7). Joshua’s
(Josh. xxiv. 15). Mueh of aman’s sin com-
mitted in his own house. A man to purify
nis house as well as his heart. Job’s piety
seen in his care about his children’s conduct
as well as his own (ch. i. 6).—Iniquity not
only to be put away but fur away (ch. xxi.
16).—Sin represented here as “iniguily.’
Sin many-sided. Here especially its rela-
tion to our neighbour. Tnjustice, oppression,
wrong, retention of dishonest gamn, incon-
sistent with the enjoyment of the Divine
favour and blessing.
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3. Ceasing to love and frust in wiches.
‘“Lay gold on the dust,” (Margiz). The heart
to be withdrawn from covetousness. Love
to the world incompatible with love to God.
Trust in riches, heart idolatry. No man
able to serve two masters. God not to be
scrved with a divided heart (Ios. x. 2).
Trust in riches the worship of Mammon.
Solemnly repudiated by Job (ch. xxxi.
924, 25).

Promises.

1. Upbuilding (verse 23). “Thou shalt
built up.” God, who pulls down, able also to
build up. Allusion to Job’s calamities, both
as to fortune and family. Building up both
external and internal. Here proba:f)ly rather
the former; temporal prosperity, and more
especially in relation to offspring. Upbnild-
ing in spiritual blessing, and soul-prosperity
the New Testament promise (Aets ix. 31).
Implies growth in grace, comfort, spiritual
strength. Upbuilding in Christ (Col. ii. 7);
in faith (Jude 20); in love (Eph. iv. 16).
Spiritual growth dependent on consistent

Jwalk (Is. lviil. 9—12).

Q. Enjoyment of God as oar portion aid
defence (verse 25). “ The Almighty shall be
thy defence” (or treasure). The believer’s

lace of defence is the munition of rocks.

nderneath are the everlasting arms.  God
Himself the portion of His people (Deut.
xxii. 9; Ps. xvi. 5). He is safe who has
the Almighty for his defence, and rich who
has God for his treasure.

“Give what Thou canst, withont Thee we

are poor ;
And with Thee rich, take what Thou wilt
away.”

3. Delight in God (verse 206). *Thon
shalt have thy delight in the Almighty.”
God the fountain of joy and ocean of delights.
more than cnough in Him to fill all hearts
with pleasure. God a sun to gladden, while
a shield to guard. Giving up the unsatis-
fying short-lived pleasures of sin, we receive
those which are perfeet and enduring. Only
a penitennt and renewed leart capable of
delighting in the Almighty. The pure in
heart see God (Matt. v. 8).

4. Access fto, and confidence in, God as a
reconciled Father (verse 26). “Thou shalt
lift up thy face unto God.” Implies eon-

.scious acceptance, delight, and confidence.

The cxperience of one conscious of forgive-
ness and acceptance “in the Beloved.” The
face “lifted up > in prayer and communion
with God. The spirit of adoption, erying,
Abba, Father. Boldness of access to a
father the privilege of a child. The be-
liever’s privilege in relation to God (Eph.
iii. 12). Enjoyed in Christ. Bolduess to
enter into the holiest of all by the blood of
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Jesus (Ileh. x. 19). Believers to come
boldly to the throne of grace, having Jesus
there as their High Priest (Heb. iv. 16).
Confidence towards God connected with
consciousness of obeying Him (1 John iii.
21, 22). Abiding in Christ now gives con-
fidence before Him at His appearing here-
after (1 John ii. 28). A loving heart gives
boldness in the day of judgment (1 John
iv. 18).

5. The spirit of prayer and acceplance of
our petitions (verse 27). Thou shalt make
thy prayer to him, and he shall hear thee.”
Ability to pray, and to pray with acceptance,
the gift of God. Children, not slaves, free
to bring their requests to the master. The
spirit of prayer connected with a state of
acceptance. Answers to prayer given to
believers along with the spirit of prayer
(1 Johnv.14—16). Answers to prayer the
privilege of the upright (Ps.1xvi. 18; xv. 8).
The Lord fulfils the desire of them that fear
Him (Ps. exlv. 6). Prayer as incense, {from
the Saviour’s merits and the Spirit’s grace
(Ps. cxli. 2; Rev. vili. 3, 4). Answered
for the sake of the Elder Brother (John
xvi. 23). God never weary of blessing His
people, becausc never weary of loving is
Son. Universal promisc made to prayer
offered believingly in the Saviour’s name
(John xv, 7; 1 John v. 15 ; Mark xi. 24).

6. ZThe grace of thanksgiving wilh answers
lo prayer (verse 27). “ And thou shalt per-
form thy vows.”” Grace to render thanks
for mercies received no less a mercy than
the mereies themsclves. Thanksgiving both
our duty and our privilege. When God
graciously fulfils our’ prayers we ought
faithfully to fulfil our vows. 'Thanksgiving
for answers to prayer and performance of
vows practised by the heathen themselves
(Jonah i. 16).

7. Success - in wnderlakings (verse 928).
“Thoushalt alsodceree a thing, and it shall be
established unto thee,and theTight shall shine
upon thy ways.” Prosperity and success in
our undertakings dependent upon God ﬁ[’uom.
1. 8). Promised to the confiding and con-

sistent believer (2 Chron. xx. 20; Ps. 1. 3;
xxxvii. 5). Promised to Joshua (Josh i. 8),
Afforded to Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 3, 23); and
to Dauniel (Dan. vi. 28). The prayer of
Abraham’s servant (Gen. xxiv. 12); and of
Nehemiah (Neh. i. 11).

8. Comfort, hope, and deliverance in (imez
of trouble and depression (verse 29). < When
men are cast down (or, ¢ when they shall cast
thee down,” or, ¢ when thou art depressed’
then thou shalt say [to thyself, or to others],
there is (or, ‘shall be’) lifting up; and he
shall save the humble person.” Comfort and
confidence of help and deliverance in time
of common as well as personal danger and
depression, with encouragement to others.
Realized by Panl in the ship (Acts xxvii.
91—25. The Lord a light to His people in
time of darkness (Micah vii. 8). Confidence,
joy, and hope, in seasons of trouble and
adversity, the fruit of faith and obedience
(Hab. . '17—19). Job’s own experience
at times (ch. xxiii. 10).

8. Usefulness (o others (verse 30). “Ile
shall deliver the island (country or dwelling)
of the innocent (or, “shall deliver Him that
is not innocent, i.e., that is guilty); and it
(or he) is detivered by the pureness of thy
hands.” God honours His faithful and con-
fiding people by not only blessing themselves,
but making them blessings to others. So
Abraham, Joseph, Daniel, Panl. Not only
makes them grow themselves, hut brings
others to sit under their shadow (Hosea xiv.
6, 7). Saves them, and gives them to share
with Himself the joy of saving others (James
v. 23; Jude 23; 1 Tim. iv. 16). The accepted
and faithful believer’s prayers made eflica-
cious even for the ungoldly (1 Jolm v. 16).
So Abraham’s would have been in the care
of Sodom (Gen. xviii. 24). A community,
company, or family, often saved for the sake
of the godly in it (Acts xxvii. 24). Tureness
of hands, both in practice and prayer, neces-
sary to real usefulness to others. The pro-
mises in the text realized in Job's case In a
way not anticipated by Eliphaz (ch. xlii.
7—9). A praying man a public good.

CHAPTER XXIII.

JOB'S THIRD REPLY T0 ELIPIIAZ

Ceases dircetly to address his friends. Ilis
present speech ratlier a soliloquy. Takes no
notice of the charges laid agamst him by
Eliphaz. Laments the want of access to
God in order to plead his cause before Him.
Expresses his consciousness of integrity and
obedience to the Divine will, as well as his
solemn awe at the absolute sovercignity of

God, and the mysterious character of His
dealings with him.

I. Complains of the eontiinance of
his tronbles and the view still taken
of his conduct under it (verse 2). “Even
to-day [after allli have already suffercd] ie
my complaint hitter (or, ¢ even to‘dayl[ix!'tcr
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all T have asserted of my innoeence] is my
speeeh [regarded as] rebellion’) ; my stroke
is heavier than my groaning ”* (or, is [viewed
as] hieavy en account of my groaning). Ex-
presses either his own sorrowful experience,
or the views of his friends regarding it. His
troubles now of some weeks, or perhaps
months, coutinuanee. Norelief as yeb either
to his mental distress or physieal discase.
Observe—

1. Profracted tronble woist to eadure. The
spirit worn out and exhansted by continued
suffering. David’s complaint—*Day and
night thy hand was heavy upon me” (Ps.
iii. 24). The misery of the lost that time
brings no change. Eternity the only lane that
has no turning. As the tree falls, so it lies.

2. An aggravation of trouble when eom-
plaint is econstrued into rebellion. Job’s
eomplaint perhaps not always cntireli}l7 free
from it. Ilis spirit not always what it
was in ch. i. and 1. To complain under suelt
sufferings only human. Bittcrness of eom-
Y}]niut not always rebelliousness of spirit.

itter eomplaint consistent with meekness
and submission. A bitter ery heard on the
eross from the lips of the only spotless
sufferer (Matt. xxvii. 46). Job alene eon-
seious of the depth of his distress. The
heart knoweth its own bitterness.

3. Grace forbids not to groan under
trouble, but puts a bridle upon the lips.
Job’s groanings frequent but restrained. He
is a conqueror, not who never groans under
protracted trouble, but who holds out
patiently to the end. Terrible conflict some-
times to be maintained—(1) Against suffer-
ing; (?) Against sin; (3) Agamst suffering
and sinning at the same time.

I1. Longs for free access to God
(verse 3). O that T knew where I might
find him, that I might come even to his
seat. I would order my cause before him,
I would fill my mouth with arguments [in
proving myself an innocent sufferer]; I
would know [without fear of the result] the
words which he would answer me, and un-
derstand what he would say unto me” [in
answer to my arguments, and in referenee
to my character and the cause of my suffer-
ing]. Perhaps his answer to the exhortation
of Eliphaz (ch. xxii. 21). God so familiar
to Job’s thoughts as to be spoken of without
being named. His life, like Enoeh’s, a
walking with God. Observe—

1. No uncommon thing for one who walks
with God to be at times without free access
to Hin. God, for wise purposes, hides Him-
self at times even from His own (Jer. xiv. 8).
No finding God but as He reveals Himself.
Want of access in time of trouble a special
trial of faith and patience,
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2. decess to God the privilege of belicvers.
A time for finding God (Ps. xxxii. 6; Is.
Iv. 6). The contrary implied (Prov. i. 24—
29). God found nowhere but in Christ.
Christ the way to the Father (John xiv. 6).
Free aceess to God for sinners through Him
and His shed blood (Heb. iv. 15, 16; x.
19—22. The Holy Spirit given to believers
in order to their free aceess and approach to
God through Christ (Eph. ii. 18). The
spirit of grace and of supplication (Zech. x.
12); of adoption, crying: Abba Father (Gal.
iv. 6). Helps infirmities of the saints,
making inward intereession for them with
groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom.
viii, 26).

3. God wot always found immediately (Prov.
viil. 34, 35; Luke xviii. 17). Yet always
found where there is earnestness, humility,
and faith in seeking Ilim (Is. xlv. 9; Jer.
xxix. 13). In the time of Job, the way to
God through Christ still comparatively ob-
scure, and the 1lloly Spirit, as the Spirit of
supplication and adoption, still comparatively
withheld. God found the sooner the more
we are humbled under a sense of sin and un-
worthiness. Job’s desire still rather to have
aceess to God as a righteous man, in order to
have his innoeenee affirmed, than as a sinner
to have his sins forgiven. God reveals Him-
sclf to the humble and contrite, not the self-
righteous (Is, 1xvi. 25 Luke xviii, 10—14).

Job still persuaded of God’s favourable
regard (verse 6). < Will e plead against
me (overawe me or put me down) with his
great power [as unable to prevail by words]?
No, but he would put strength in me”
(enabling me to plead my cause successfully;
or, “he would give heed to me,” affording a
graeious and impartial hearing to my ease).
God the opposite of the Unjust Judge in the
Parable. Not only hearkens to our pleading
but gives strength to plead. So the Divine
angel wrestling with Jacob at Penuel (Gen.
xxxii. 24—30).

His eonfidence as to the result (verse 7).
“There (in such a case—on being admitted
to His tribunal) the righteous might dispute
with him (the innocent man—referring to
himself—might freely plead his eause); so
should I be delivered for ever (eome off vie-
torious) from my judge.” (1) God’s throne
at once one of justice and grace. (2) The
comfort of lrue and tried believers that they
shall obtain ¢ fuvonrable verdict from God.
Believers have—(i.) The testimony of a good
eonscienee; (ii.) The eonseiousness of a
personal interest in Christ as their Surety
and Advocate with the Father (1 Jolm ii1.
21;ii.1). The believer not absolutely righte-
ous in himself, but in Christ the Righteous
One his Head and Representative (Rom. v.
14; 2 Cor. v. 21). The confidence of Mes-
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siah. as God’s righteons servant transferred
to His believing members (Is. 1. 5—9; Rom.
viit. 33—34). (3) 4 small matter that man
coademus if God approves (1 Cor. iv. 3).

ITI. Laments his inability to find
God as he desired (verse 8). < Behold, L
go forward (or, ‘to the cast’) but he is not
there ; and backward (or, *to the west’), but
I cannot perceive him; on the left hand (or,
on the north) where he doth work (the
north being the more populous part of the
world, the region of stars and constellations
and the birthplace of storms and tempests),
hut I cannot behold him; he hideth himself
on the right hand (or, on the south, where
all is solitude and waste), but 1 canunot see
him.”  Obscrve—

Y. A belicver, while in darkaess and trouble,
melkes continual attempts to find God (Song
iii. 2). Nothing satisfies a living soul but
God Himself (Ps. Ixiii. 1, 2).

2. God jfound anywhere with huwnilily,
earncstness, and fuith ; withou! them, nowhere.
Found neither in solitude nor society unless
He graciously reveals Himself in Christ
through the Spirit. God’s absolute presence
cverywhere; His graciousmanifested prescnce
only as Heis pleased to afford 1t. The
latter promised to faithful believers (John
xiv. 21—23). God’s dealings with men in
Providence with a view to their seeking Him,
fecling after Him, and finding Him (Acts
xvii. 26, 27).

3. God often graciously mear us when we
are without sense or consciousness of His pre-
sence. Job’s case now like that of Hagar in
the Wilderness (Gen. xvi. 13 ; xxi. 19).

4. Prayer avswered at the lest time and in
the best way.  Job’s desire ultimately granted
after Elihu’s speech had prepard him for it.

Then no longer has a case to plead, but con-

scious of personal unworthiness and the
Divine perfection, is able to leave it cutirely
in the Lord’s hands. Our own spirit gene-
rally the greatest hindrance to our prayers
being answered.

5. God’s manifested and enjoyed prescnce
the greatest happiness. Happy when every-
thing in nature, sunrise and sunset, storm
and ealm, “ prompts with remembrance of a
present God.”

“His presence who made all so fai¥, per-

ceived,

Makes all still fairer.”

IV. Comforts himself withthe thonght
of the Divine omniseience and the assu-
rance of ultimate triumph (verse 10).
“But he knoweth the way that I take
(Margin: *that is with me,’—all my expe-
rience and conduct in this affliction, as well
as all my previous course of life) ; when he

hath tried me [sufficiently by ihese troubles;
or, simply, ‘he hath tried me, viz., by these
present sufferings], I shall come forth, out
of this furnace of affliction, or out of this
probation to which I am now subjected] as
gold > [comes ount of the firc that tries and
purifies it, refined from the dross of remaining
corruption, and freed from all charges and
suspicions as to my character and conduct].
Observe—

1. The mark of an upright belieser to re-
ioice that God is acquainted with all kis ways.

2. A belicver’s comfort under affliction and
reproach, to know that God is perfectly ac-
quainted bothwith his charaeteranderperience.
1f in trouble we cannot see God, it should be
our comfort that God sees us, and knows all
about us. Hagar’s happy discovery in the
wilderness: “Thou God scest me” (Gen.
xvi. 13).

8. Our great comfort, wheun reproached by
mei, to kunow that our conduct is approved by
God. Our main concern, therefore, ought to
be to obtain that approval. Let them
curse, but bless Thou” (Ps. exix. 28).

4. God tries and proves all his children
(Ps. xi. 53 Jer. xx. 12). The desirc of a
sound believer to be tried by God (Ps. xvii.
3; xxvi. 2; exxxix. 23). A believer’s trials
and afflictions often only thedivinelyintended
means of proving his principles and faith (1
Pet. 1. 7; James i. 12 ; Deut. viii. 2).

5. The result of a true believer's trials
certain. This result threefold: (1) The
justification of his fuith; (2) The confir-
mation of his hope; (3) The purification of
his love (Rom. v. 4, &e.; Is. xxvii. 9; Heb.
xii. 10, 11 ; Dan. xii. 10).

6. Genuine believers like gold. (1) Precious
(Lam. iv. 2; Is. xliii. 4); (2) Rare (Matt,
vil, 14 ; Luke xii. 32); (3) Usually found
mixed with earth and dross (Is. i. 25) ; (4)
Subjeeted to the fire of purification (Zech.
xiil. 9); 1 Pet. i. 7; (5) Able to endure the
fire (1 Cor. iii. 12; (6) Ultimately made
perfectly pure (Is. i. 25).

V. Declares the ground of his ase
snrance (verse 11, 12). 'That ground the
consciousness of his chardeter and conduet
(1 John iii. 21). Job conscious of—

. Persevering obedience fo God’s will
(verse 11). “My foot hath held his stef)s
(followed " faithfully and perseveringly the
steps he preseribed to me, and which were
pleasing in his sight); his ways have I
kept, and not declined : neither have I gone
back from the commandments of his lips.”
God’s steps not only prescribed by Tim, but
trodden by Himself. “Be ye followers of
God, as dear children.” ¢ Be ye holy, for I
am holy.” “Be merciful, as your heavenlv
Father is merciful” (Xph.v.1; 1 Pet:.llli 16.

bl
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Luke vi. 36). Espeeially trodden by God
manifest in the flesh (John xiiil. 15; Bph.
v.2; Phil.ii.5; 1 Pet.ii. 21; 1 John ii. 6).
Those steps marked in the Seriptures (1
Thess. iv. 2). Observe—(1) Z%e proof of
sincerity noi merely to put our feel it God’s
steps, but to keep them there ; not only to
enter upon God’s way, but not to decline or
turn aside from it. (2) God’s way to be kept,
not our own; (3) Many tenptations to decline
from God’s way. These are—(i.) From the
world; (ii.) From our own leart. Some-
times the frowns of the world, sometimes
its smiles, prove temptations. Hence Agur’s
prayer (Prov. xxx. 8, 9). (4) Possible for a
man lo keep God’s way, and nol decline from
#t. 'Irue generally, though not absolutely.
“Nof a just man on earth that doeth good
and sinneth not.” “If we say we have no
sin we deceive ourselves” (Prov. vii. 20;
1 Johni. 8). In a gencral sense, possible
with Paul tolive in all good eonseience before
God (Acts xxiii. 1). So David, as typical
of Christ (Ps. xviii. 21—23); Hezekiah
(2 Kings xviii. 65 xx. 3); Josiah (2 Kings
xxil. 2 xxiii. 25); the writer of Psalm
cxix. (Daniel?) (Ps. exix. 22, 31, 51, 53,
56). God’s Word given and to be attended
to for this purpose (Josh.i. 7, 8; Ds. exix.
11). Requires—(i.) Reflection (Prov. iv.
26; Ps.exix. 59; (ii.) Resolution (Ps. exix.
106); (iii.) Courage; (iv.) Watchfulness;
(v.) Dependence on Divine strength ; (vi.)
Prayer. (5) Job in the Oid, an example to
believers in the New Testament dispensation.
Much more light and grace vouchsafed in
the latter than in the former. The Gospel
dispensation espeeially the dispensation of
the Spirit (2 Cor. iii. 8—11). Hence a still
higher and holier life to be expected. Be-
lievers to be “filled with the Spirit*’ (Eph.
v. 18).

2. Iigh esteem for the words of God (verse
12). I have esteemed (Z/etrew: *hidden,
or treasured up’) the words of Ilis mouth
more than my necessary food ” (Margin :
“My appointed portion;” or, “than my
own purpose,” when these have come in
collision). Words from God’s mouth known
in all ages. God, at sundry times and in
divers manners, spake in time past to the
fathers (Heb. i. 1). The words of God’s
mouth treasured up in the Seriptures of
truth (Deut. xxxi. 19, 22, 24; Is. xxx. 83
Hab. ii. 2). Spoken and !)rcscrved as the
rule of faith and practice. To be—(1) Highly
esteemed as our most precious treasure ; (2)
Chosen and adopted as the only rule of our
nith and practice; (3) Carefully treasured
up in memory and heart; (4) Held fast and
persevered in.

Reasons for highly esteeming God’s Word.
(1)1152 source,—God Himself; (2) Itsnature

and character—(i.) Pure; (ii.) True; (iii.)
Lflicacious. (3) Its tendency and ead. The
Word of God is—(i.) A means of convineing
of sin and error (Ps. xix. 11; Heb. iv. 12);
(ii.) A means of conversion (Ps. xix. 7);
(iii.) The Holy Spirit’s instrument in regenc-
ration (James i. 18); 1 Pet. i. 23); (iv.)
Means of spiritual enlightenment (Ps. xix.
83 cxix.130); (v.) Directoryas to duty and
the way of salvation (2 Tim. iii. 16 ; John
v. 39); (vi.) Means of spiritual comfort,
refreshment, and delight (Ps. exix. 50, 54,
111; xix. 8, 10; Jer. xv. 16 ; (vii.) Mecans
of sanctification (John xv. 3; xvii. 17; 2
Cor. iii. ¥8); (viii.) Means of spiritual fruit-
fulness (Johu xv. 7, 8); (ix.) Means of per-
fecting Christian character (2 Tim. iii. 17);
(x.) Means of preparing for usefulness (2
Tim. iii. 17).

Tiridences of highly esteeming God’s Word
—(i.) When it is attentively read or heard
(Prov. viii. 34; John v. 39; (il.) When
seriously and frequently pondered (Luke ii.
19) ; (i1i.) When carefully treasured up in
the memory (Ps. exix. 11); (iv.) When
preferred to carthly comforts, possessions,
liberty, even life itsell; (v.) When our own
views, purposes, and practices are given up
hecause in opposition to its teachings ; (vi.)
Wihen suffering and loss are preferred to the
violation of its precepts.

Ezamples of such esteem: David (Ps.
xix. 10; exix. 97); Jeremiah (xv. 16);
Daniel (Dan. vi. 5, 10); Mary (Luke x.
39—42). I had rather be without meat,
drink, light, everything than Matt xi. 28.”
— Selneccer. *1 would not for all the world
that John xvii. 24 had been left out of the
Bible.”’—Baxter. My soul hath found in-
expressibly more swectness and satisfaction
in a single line of the Bible, than in all the
pleasures found in the things of the world,
since the creation, could equal.”’—Jokn
Brown of Haddinglon. *“I would not live
in Paradise without the Word, and eould live
in hell with it.—Lulker.

God’s Word to be esteemed more than
our “necessary food,” His Word the food
of the soul, and necessary unto health and
vigour (1 Pet. ii. 2). The spiritual part of
our nature of greater consequence than the
material. Man’s life not sustained by bread
alone, but by every word of God (Matt. v.
4; Deut. viii. 3). God’s favour better than
life. Spiritual refreshment sweeter and more
valuable than corporeal. Better for the soul
1o be satisfied from God's Word than for the
body to be satisfied from the best spread
table. “The flesh profiteth nothing; the
words that T speak unto you, they arc spicit
and they are life”” (John vi. 63). Man's soul
can no more dispense with spiritual than the
body with material food. A famine of the
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Word of God a mueh greater calamity than
a famine of bread (Am. viii. 11).

VI. Reeals with awe the unchangeé-
ableness and absolute sovereignty of
God (verse 13). “But he is of one mind
(or, “truly He is one,’ the only Supreme
Ruler and Potentate ; or, ¢ Heis one and the
same’ [in purpose], i.e. unchangeable; or,
when he is |set] on any one [object or pur-
pose]) who ean turn Him? and what his
soul desireth, even that he,doeth. And he
performeth the thing that is appointed for
me; and many such things (either such
sovereign and mysterious purposes and pro-
ceedings in relation to His creatures, or such
severe dealings in relation to Job himself),
are with Him. Therefore am I troubled at
Iis presence [in my thoughts, or at His
dealings with me]; when 1 consider [His
majesty, power, and sovereignty], I am afraid
of Him.” Observe—

Y. God the only Potentale or supreme Ruler
of the universe (1 Tim. vi. 15). Rules and
works aceording tq His will. None able to
influence, restrain, check, or connteract His
procedure,

2. God unchangeable in Iis purposes. Ever
like Himself. The same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever. Free from the inconstancy
and variableness adhering to ereatures. The
Father of lights, without variableness or sha-
dow of turning (James i. 17). Is of one
mind, character, and purpose. Hence our
safety and comfort. “I am the Lord; I
change not, therefore ye sons of Jaeob are
not consumed” (Mal, iii. 6). - God ncither
fickle in Himself, nor capable of being in-
flueneed by persons or events so as to change
His purpose. The history of the universe
eternally planned and mapped out hy His
infinite mind, in full harmony with the
frecdom of the ereature’s will and the opera-
tion of second eauses, wlieh are included in
it. Eternity, with all its actualities and
possibilities, every moment open to IIis all-
seeing view. Iis being one cternal xow.
Unnecessary and impossible for a Being,
omniscient and omnipotent, all-holy, all-wise,
and all-good, to change His purpose. Such
change at any time only apparent. Aseribed
to Him in condeseension to our capacity. - A
change in Iis external procedure no ehange
in His eternal plan.

3. God irresistible in Ilis purposes. “1
will work, and who shall let it » (Is. xliii.
13). God as irresistible in Tis power as
e is immutable in Ilis purpose. No-
thing too liard for the Lord. Tor creatures
to resist Ilis will is for thorns and briars
to opposc a consuming fire. God as able
to execute, as Tle is wise to construct,
]{l:Sl plan. The ereature’s safety, happiness,

aq(lll success, in falling in with the Creator’s
will.

6. God’s purposes extend to all His ereatures.
No creature so insignifieant but has his lot
“appointed”” for him. Nothing in the uni-
verse left to chanee. The fall of a sparrow
under His goverance as truly as the wreek
of a world. Nothing either too minute or
too vast for an infinite mind to direct or an
almighty band to eontrol. Creatures and
events linked with each other in His purpose
throughout the universe, the ehain extending
from one eternity to another. The combina-
tion of a thousand events necessary to raise
Joseph to his designed elevation, in order,
among many other things, “to save much
people alive ” (Gen. L. 20).

5. God’s Being, Purposes, and Providence
such as to beget deep reverential awe. Too
deep and mysterious for man’s faculties to
fathom or eomprchend. The constant near-
ness of sueh a Being to us, our intimate
relation to, and absolute dependenee upon,
Him, overwhelming. Our comfort that He
is at once infinitely wise and holy, and just
and good. The interests of all Iis creatures
safe in His hands. Only disobedience and
rebellion ean interfere with the creature’s
happiness. God revealed in the Gospel in
the most amiable possible light as love 1tself,
and as giving the most unequivoeal evidence
of His character as sueh, in assuming our
nature, obeying His own law, and enduring
the utmost penalty of our disobedience, in
order to our eternal redemption (1 John iii.
16; iv. 8—10).

6. Fear the nalural effect of thoughts of
God viewed apart from Christ and His work
of redemplion. Man inwardly and secretly
conseious of sin and alienation from God.
Fear, Peter’s first feeling on the apprehension
of Clirist’s Divine character, * Depart from
me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord » (Luke
v. §).

YIL. Returns to his own partieular
case (verse 16). “For God maketh my
heart soft [with fear and dismay (Josh. i1
11)], and the Almighty troubleth (or ¢con-
foundeth’) me [by His mysterious and ap-
parently eruel procedure]: beeause I was
not eut off [by death] beforc the darkness
[of these ealamities came], neither hath he
covered the darkness (Zfed. ‘thiek dark-
ness’ of such aceumulated trouble) from
my eyes” [by hiding me in the tomb].
Observe—

1. God able by His providence to make
the stoutest heart soft with fear. Able also
by His grace to make the hardest heart
soft with penitence and love. Often makes
the softness of fear from the iron rod of the
law a precursor and preparative to th; ;gft-
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ness of Jove from the golden sceptre of the
Gospel.

2. God able to trouble and confound the
wisest and wiost daring by His mysterious and
righteous dealings (Exod. xiv. 24 ; viii. 19).

3. God’s dealings wilk ourselves often
such as we are unable to comprehend.

4. A mystery that « benevolent and Al-
nighty DBeing brings men into the world
who are destined to suffer. Bui—(1) No
sulfering which is not in some way the con-
sequence of sinning. (2) Al things made
by God for Himself and for His own glory.
In a way unknown to us, every creature
made to contribute to the end of its crea-
tion. Perhaps God’s highest glory here-
after from thosc who suffer most here.
God’s grace often greatly glorified by
patient suffering even in this life. A
paticnt, submissive, and thankful suffercr
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here probably onc of the brightest jewels
in the cabinet of God hereafter.  (3)
Suffering the appointed path to glory (Acts
xiv. 22; Rom. viii. 17). Probably the
greatest sufferer in time the loudest singer
in eternity. The erown of thorns prepara-
tory to the crown of glory. As with the
Head, so_with the members (Liuke xxiv. 26;
Rom. viii. 17). (4) The sufferings of one
made to contribute to the benefit of another.
Paul’s testimony in reference to himself, ap-
plicable to believers in general (Col. i. 24).
‘The members thus made to share with the
Head. Probably the happiness, moral ex-
ccllence, and mutual love of redeemed men
greatly increased by such a Divine arrange-
ment. (3) The wisdom and the love of God
in bringing Job into the world where he had
so much to suffer, long ago madc manifest
hoth to himself and others.

XXIV.

CONTINUATION OF JOB'S REPLY TO ELIPIIAZ.

Prosceutes his own view of the Divine
government. Inlarges on the erimes of one
part of men and the sulferings of ansther
as the consequences of them, to shew that
judgment is not exccuted on the wungodly
in this world, and that men often suffer
without anything in their own conduct to
deserve it.  The ungodly, however, not left
unpunished ; and their prosperity and power
only for a time.

I. Preposes a gnestion for soluiion
in reference to the Divine government
(verse 1). “Why,seeing times are not hidden
trom the Almighty, do they that know him
not see his days?” Or, “Why are not
[stated] times [of judgment] laid up (or
kept) by the Almighty, and [why do] they
that know Ilim not see Itis days > [of inflict-
ing punishment on the wngodly?] The
question takes the fact for granted and
asks the reason of it. The fact supposed—

1. That stated times of judyment, or Divire
courl-days, for trying mew’s actions are meni-
festly not held. Men not brought before a
Divine tribunal in this life. The great
assizes yet to come. Such a day appointed
(Acts xvii. 31; x. 42; Rom.ii.16; xiv. 10;
Rev. xx. 12). Men only registered now for
judgment and public trial on that day.
Sins in this life appavently winked at by God
(Ps. 1. 21). Sentence against an evil work
not speedily-exceuted. The fact sometimes
staggering to the godly, especially in earlier
times. Remains as a trial for faith and
patiencc.  Abused by the ungodly to im-
penitence and licentiousness,
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Q. Times for the visible iafliction of punish-
meit on the wicked not seen by the godly
in this life. Tor the most.part sin suifered
by God to pass with impunity as to this
world. The fact noted by Job (eh. xxi 7);
by Asaph (Ps. Ixxiil, 5); by David (Ps. 1. 21);
by Solomon (Kee. viii. 11); by Jeremiah
(Jer, sii. 1) ; by Habakkuk, (Fab. i. 15, 16).
Visible jndgments rare. Such examples—the
deluge ; destruction of Sodom, &e. ; Herod’s
death (Acts xii. 23). According to the
views of Eliphaz and his two friends, such
cases should have been of frequent occur-
rence.

From the text observe—

1. Zimes, in the sense of evenls, not hidden
Jrone the Almighty. All actions, bad and
¢ood, naked and open before Ilim. Sin,
though not pruished, not the less perceived.
*“'Ihou God seest me,” a truth both for the
godly and the ungodly.

S, Times for the accomplishmeul of fulure
events not hidden from God. 'The future as
truly as the present under is perfeet in-
speetion. The times and seasons reserved
in His own power (Acts i. 15). Thongh
unknown to us, not the less certain to 1lim
(Acts xv. 18.)

3. Sufficient to describe the godly as * those
that kiow God.” Such knowledge one of—
(1) Certainty (1 John iv. 16); (2) Divine
communication (John xvii. 2, 3); (Matt. xi.
27); (3) Expericnee (L Pet. ii. 3); (¥
Regard and love, as Ps. i. 65 (5) Acquaint-
ance and fellowship (Job xxit. 21; Gen. v.,
24, vi. 9).  As the result of such knowledge
the righteous trust in God as a Father (Ps.
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ix. 10). Not to know God the characteristic
of the ungodly (1 Thess. iv. 5; 2 Thess. i.
8). Godly men the friends of God.
Abraham’s title of nobility shared by each
of them. (Compare James ii. 3; Is. xIi. 8,
with Luke xii. 4; John xv. 14, 15).

4. God’s friends made acquainted with Iis
purposes and procedure in the world (Gen.
xvii. 17; Ps. xxv. 4; Am. iii. 7; John xv.
15). The eharacteristie of the ungodly, that
they ““regard not the works of the Lord nor
. eonsider the operation of Ilis hauds” (Ps.
xxviil. 5; Is. v. 12). Wisdom given to the
children of God to discern and know the
times (Luke xii. 56; 1 Thess. v. 1—4;
Rom, xiii. 11). Times aud seasons, how-
ever, while still future, reserved in the
Lord’s own knowledge, exeept in so far as
He is pleased to communicate them (Aets i.
7; Matt. xxiv. 36; Rev. 1. 1).

IL. Describes the conduet of various
classes of men in relation to their
rell%ws, with its consequences (verses

First: Their conduct (verses 2—4).

L. Traund, theft, and violence (verse 2).
Exhibited in—

(1) Removing ““landmarks”  Placing
farther back the stones erected to dis-
tinguish their own fields from their neigh-
bour’s,—common in Eastern and other
eountries where hedges are not frequent;
and doing this for the purposes of fraudu-
lently enlarging their own estate at the
c.‘;];]ense of their neighbour’s. Expressly
forbidden in the law of Moses (Deut. xix.
14). Persons guilty of it pronouneed ae-
eursed (Deut. xxvii. 14). Tound in the
days of Hosca (Hos. v. 10).

(2.) Slealing sheep and feeding thewm as if
their own (verse 2). “They violently take
away (or steal) flocks and feed thereof
(margin, ‘feed them’).”” Job’s own ex-
perience in reference to his oxen, asses, and
camels (eh. i. 14, 15, 17). DTasturing the
stolen sheep an aggravation of the crime.
Indicated boldness and perseverance in sin.
The practice common among the Bedouins.
Marks an uneivilized state of socicty.
Practised even in Seotland in the last
eentury in regard to larger eattle. Observe—
(i.) The eharacter of sin to sear and deaden
the conseience; (ii.) The ungodly often
apparently permitted to enjoy the fruit of
their sin.

2. Cruelly and hardheaitedness (verse 3).

(1.) Inreference tothe futherless. “They
drive away the ass of the fatherless” (in
ovder to appropriate it to themselves, pro-
hably on some pretended elaim, perhaps, as
in the next clause, as a pledge or pawn for
some loan or debt). The one ass of the
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fatherless his means of subsistence. The
fatherless not only poor, but without any to
defend them from such oppression. An
ass still the means of subsistenee to fatherless
and poor children in the East, being used
both for riding and carrying burdens,

(2) In reference to the widow. ““Take
the widow’s ox for a pledge,”—taking it in
awn for the loan of a trifling sum, and
ceeping it in their possession. Anaggravated
eruelty, the ox being the only means of
her subsistenee by ploughing her little plot
of ground and yielding her milk. The
widow herself an objeet of sympathy, her
poverty having neeessitated her to ask a loan
or ineur a debt with her hard-hearted neigh-
bour, The sin expressly forbidden by the
law (Ex. xxii. 26, 27; Deut. xxiv. 6, 10.
“No flesh in man’s obdurate heart.”

3. Insolence and oppression of the poor
(verse 4).  “They turn the needy out of the
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